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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To   the   Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the   Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania  : 

Gentlemen  : — As  required  by  law  I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report 
as  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools.  The  following  statement  is  an 
exhibit  of  the  present  condition  of  the  system.  Its  magnitude  and  pros- 
perity must  be  a  source  of  pride  to  every  lover  of  his  State : 

Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State 2,  023 

Number  cf  schools , 15,  700 

Number  of  graded  schools 4,  634 

Number  of  school  directors 13,  320 

Number  of  superintendents 81 

Number  of  teachers 1 8,  021 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month $41  04 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month 32  86 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months 6.36 

Number  of  pupils 834,  614 

Average  number  of  pupils '  567, 188 

Percentage  of  attendance  upon  the  whole  number  regis- 
tered   .68 

Average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil .98 

Cost  of  tuition  for  the  year $3,  926,  529  88 

Cost  of  building,  purchasing  and  renting  school  houses.  .  .  3,  386,  263  51 

Cost  of  contingencies .». . .  1, 167, 124  94 

Total  cost  for  tuition,  building,  &c,  and  contingencies. ...  8,  479,  918  33 

Total  cost,  including  expenditures  of  all  kinds 8,  580,  918  33 

Estimated  value  of  school  property 16,  889,  624  00 


If,  to  the  $8,580,918  33,  expended  during  the  past  j-ear  for  common 
schools,  we  add  $520,000,  expended  in  supporting  our  orphan  schools,  we 
have  a  grand  total  of  $9,100,918  33  expended  for  school  purposes. 

The  increase  in  the  most  important  of  these  items,  as  compared  with 
those  of  last  year,  is  as  follows  : 
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In  number  of  districts 21 

In  number  of  schools 1 ,  488 

In  number  of  graded  schools 1?  742 

In  number  of  school  directors 220 

In  number  of  superintendents 2 

In  number  of  teachers 409 

In  number  of  pupils 5,  723 

In  the  average  number  of  pupils 11, 247 

In  the  cost  of  tuition $181,114  07 

In  the  cost  of  contingencies 1,  898  89 

In  cost  of  building,  purchasing  and  renting  school  houses,         620,  619  17 

In  total  cost,  including  expenditures  of  all  kinds 809, 157  13 


The  increase  in  the  above  named  items,  as  compared  with  those  of  the 
3rear  1865,  the  date  of  the  last  report  of  my  predecessor  in  office,  is  as 
follows : 

In  number  of  districts 186 

In  number  of  schools 2,  740 

In  number  of  graded  schools 2,  891 

In  number  of  school  directors 2,  220 

In  number  of  superintendents 16 

In  number  of  teachers 2,  457 

In  number  of  pupils •  130,  684 

In  the  average  number  of  pupils 108,  067 

In  the  cost  of  tuition $1,411,001  25 

In  the  cost  of  contingencies 643,  862  31 

In  the  cost  of  building,  purchasing  and  renting  school 

•     houses 2,  921, 175  43 

In  total  cost,  including  expenditures  of  all  kinds 4,  966,  679  78 


The  growth  of  our  system  of  common  schools,  as  exhibited  ]:y  these 
figures,  is  truby  marvelous.  Our  good  old  State,  at  little  more  than  a  single 
bound,  has  placed  herself  among  the  leading  educational  States  of  the 
Union.  Scarcely  another  State,  certainly  none  of  the  older  States,  can 
present  a  record  showing  such  a  development  within  the  past  six  years. 
And  this  result  has  been  obtained  by  evoking  the  power  of  the  people,  for 
our  system  of  schools  is  directly  dependent  upon  their  will. 

TABULAR    STATEMENTS. 

Further  on  in  this  report  will  be  found  the  usual  statistical  statements 
showing,  in  detail,  the  condition  and  working  of  the  system.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  summary  of  these  statements: 
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Statement  A,  shows  the  financial  condition  of  the  several  school  districts 
of  the  Commonwealth,  excluding  Philadelphia. 

The  receipts  for  the  year  were  $6,023,451  65,  the  expenditures,  $6,988,- 
888  95;  thus  leaving  a  debt  of  $965,437  10. 

Statemeut  B,  shows  the  condition  of  the  system  for  the  school  year  1871, 
excluding  Philadelphia. 

The  State,  outside  of  Philadelphia,  has  14,161  schools,  16,482  teachers, 
an  attendance  of  700,040  pupils,  an  average  attendance  of  495,632,  and 
an  average  school  term  of  5  months  and  21  days.  She  paid  her  male 
teachers  the  past  year  $40  03  per  month,  and  her  female  teachers  $31  12, 
and  expended  for  school  houses  $3,006,194  41,  for  tuition  $3,183,418  86, 
for  contingencies  $799,275  48,  and  for  all  school  purposes,  $6,988,888  75. 

Statement  C,  shows  the  school  statistics  of  Philadelphia  for  the  year  end- 
ing December  31,  1870. 

Philadelphia,  at  the  date  of  the  last  report,  had  380  school  houses,  1,539 
teachers,  134,574  registered  pupils,  81,854  pupils  belonging  to  the  schools, 
and  school  property  valued  at  $3,315,407  00.  She  had  expended  for  school 
purposes,  during  the  year,  $1,491,029  58.  She  paid  her  male  teachers  $137  54 
per  month,  and  her  female  teachers  $43  40. 

Statement  D,  shows  the  condition  of  the  system  for  the  year  1871,  in 
comparison  with  its  condition  for  the  year  1870,  excluding  Philadelphia. 

The  increase  in  number  of  districts  is  21 ;  in  number  of  schools,  329  ;  in 
attendance,  4,988  ;  in  average  attendance,  10,720  ;  in  percentage  of  attend- 
ance, .032 ;  in  number  of  teachers,  385  ;  in  the  average  salaries  of  male 
teachers,  40  cents  ;  in  average  salaries  of  female  teachers,  57  cents  ;  in  cost 
of  tuition,  $172,728  53  ;  in  cost  of  building,  &c,  $446,056  99  ;  in  total  ex- 
penditures, $610,347  18.  In  contingencies  there  is  a  decrease  of  $3,438  34, 
and  the  length  of  term  is  just  the  same  as  last  year. 

These  items  of  increase  are  entirely  satisfactory,  except  in  respect  to 
teachers'  salaries  and  length  of  school  term.  With  them  it  is  likely  there 
will  be  no  marked  increase  while  we  are  expending  such  vast  sums  for  new 
school  houses. 

Statement  E,  shows  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  Philadelphia  for  year 
ending  December  31,  1870,  in  comparison  with  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1869. 

This  statement  shows  an  increase  in  the  number  of  teachers  of  24 ;  in 
the  number  of  registered  pupils  of  735 ;  in  the  number  of  pupils  belong- 
ing to  the  schools  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  571 ;  in  the  average  attendance 
of  pupils  of  527  ;  in  the  amount  paid  teachers  for  salaries  of  $8,385  54 ;  in 
the  amount  paid  for  lots,  buildings,  &c,  of  $174,562  18;  in  the  amount 
expended  for  books,  stationery,  fuel  and  contingencies,  of  $10,337  23  ;  and 
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in  the  total  amount  expended  for  all  school  purposes  of  $193,284  95.  There 
has  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  pupils  admitted  during  the  year  of 
1,189.  It  is  useless  to  conceal  the  fact  that  the  woiking  of  her  public 
school  system,  good  as  it  is  in  many  respects,  is  not  quite  satisfactory  to 
the  best  school  men  of  Philadelphia.  They  think  that  their  system  needs 
revision,  and  some  of  the  figures  above  given  would  seem  to  indicate  that 
the}"  are  not  mistaken.  Let  me  suggest  here  what  changes  seem  to  me  to 
be  desirable : 

1.  A  better  mode  of  examining  and  certificating  teachers. 

2.  The  respective  duties  of  the  ward  boards  of  directors,  and  the  board  of 
controllers  of  the  city,  more  clearly  defined  ;  or,  in  other  words,  more  unity 
in  the  school  administration  of  the  city. 

3.  Taxes  for  school  purposes  levied  and  collected  by  the  school  authori- 
ties. 

4.  More  complete  supervision. 

Statement  F,  shows  the  condition  of  the  system  for  1871,  in  comparison 
with  its  condition  for  1S70,  including  Philadelphia. 

The  most  important  items  contained  in  this  statement,  have  already  been 
given  in  the  introduction  to  this  report,  but  in  order  to  exhibit  still  more 
clearly  the  wonderful  growth  of  ou$  system  within  the  past  six  years,  I  have 
had  prepared  the  following  interesting  table : 
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— Showing  the  educational  groicth  in  the  past  six  years. 
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Statement  G,  shows  the  value  of  the  school  property  of  the  State  as  es- 
timated by  the  school  directors  or  controllers. 

The  value  of  this  property  is  set  down  at  $H5,S89,624,  being  an  increase 
over  the  value  as  given  last  year,  of  $1,052,441. 

Statement  II,  shows  the  expenditures  of  the  Department  for  the  general 
system. 

The  State  appropriation  was  $500,000.  Of  this  amount,  $95,387  6G,  were 
paid  to  Philadelphia ;  $30,430  42  to  city  and  boroughs  having  superintend- 
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ents  under  the  law  of  1867  ;  $68,661  to  County  Superintendents  for  sala- 
ries ;  $15,000,  to  State  Normal  schools;  $2,500,  to  Lincoln  University; 
$4,039  59,  to  districts  previously  non-accepting,  and  $284,181  33,  to  the 
several  districts  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  amount  distributed  generally, 
was  48  cents  per  taxable. 

Statement  I,  shows  the  expenditures  of  the  Department  for  its  own  sup- 
port. 

These  expenditures  amounted  to  $14,547  03,  or,  including  the  Superin- 
tendent's salary,  to  $17,047  U3. 

Statement  J,  shows  the  estimates  of  appropriations  needed  for  the  gen- 
eral system  and  the  School  Department,  for  the  year  1873. 

I  have  asked  for  a  general  appropriation  of  $750,000.  The  last  Legisla- 
ture wisely  increased  it  from  $500,000,  to  $650,000,  but  it  ought  not  to  stop 
at  that  point.  The  amount  now  asked  for  is  but  a  small  proportion  of  the 
$9,000,000,  that  will  be  required  in  1873,  for  school  purposes.  The  people 
are  helping  themselves  magnificently;  let  the  State  continue  to  help  the 
people. 

I  have  also  asked  for  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  salary  of  another  deputy, 
to  assist  particularly  with  the  out-door  work  of  the  Department.  The  work 
is  now  too  heavy  for  the  force  emploj'ed.  It  is  at  least  three  times  greater 
than  it  was  in  1866,  and  yet  the  same  number  of  men  are  employed  to  do  it. 
Statement  K,  shows  the  amount  of  appropriations  made  to  the  several 
State  Normal  schools. 

The  aggregate  appropriations  made  to  these  schools,  are  as  follows:  Mil- 
lersville,  $44,980  89  ;  Edinboro',  $29,385  68  ;  Mansfield,  $28,250  09  :  Kutz- 
town,  $21,146  69;  Bloomsburg,  $17,201  97;  West  Chester,  $15,000,  and- 
Lincoln  Univershyv,  $9,000.  Total  amount  thus  appropriated,  $189,965  36. 
In  addition  to  the  appropriations  to  the  schools  now  in  operation,  the 
Legislature  has  made  conditional  appropriations  as  follows:  To  the  school 
at  California,  Washington  count}',  $15,0C0  ;  to  the  school  at  Shippensburo-, 
Cumberland  county,  $15,000,  and  to  the  proposed  school  at  Indiana,  $15,000. 
Of  these  amounts,  California  has  received  $15,000,  and  Shippensburo- 
$15,000. 

The  State  does  well  to  foster  these  institutions,  for  we  cannot  have  good 
schools  without  good  teachers. 

The  school  at  West  Chester  was  recognized  as  a  State  institution  during 
the  past  year.  It  is  now  open  and  full  of  promise.  The  schools  at  Cali- 
fornia and  Shippensburg  will  most  likely  apply  for  recognition  during  the 
present  year.  The  Lock  Haven  school  moves  forward  slowlv,  and  the  pro- 
posed one  at  Indiana  has  not  for  some  time  past  moved  forward  at  all ;  but 
both  are  well  located  and  will  undoubtedly  be  completed.  There  is  also  a 
movement  of  some  promise  at  Brodheadsville,  Monroe  county. 
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Statement  L,  shows  'what  has  been  done  under  the  law  of  1868,  in  refer- 
ence to  districts  that  had  previously  refused  to  put  schools  in  operation 
under  the  system. 

Twenty-one  of  the  twentj*-four  such  districts,  in  1868,  have  acceded  to  the 
requirements  of  the  law.  Harmony  district,  Beaver  count}',  oue  of  the 
three  recusant  ones,  has  a  good  free  school  in  operation,  although  not  un- 
der the  system ;  but  Overfield  and  Washington,  in  Wyoming  county,  still 
refuse  all  the  advantages  of  the  act.  Good  hopes  are  entertained,  however, 
that  the}',  too,  will  soon  yield  to  what  is  so  manifestly  their  interest,  and 
the  system  become  universal  in  the  State. 

Statement  M,  shows  the  number  of  permanent  certificates  now  granted. 

The  whole  number  is  818;  131  of  which  were  granted  the  past  year.  It 
appears  elsewhere,  that  only  504  teachers  holding  this  grade  of  certificate 
are  now  teaching  in  the  State. 

Statement  N,  shows  the  condition  and  working  of  the  system  as  exhi- 
bited by  the  reports  of  the  superintendents. 

Of  the  12,091  school  houses  reported,  the  number  of  frame  is  7,774 ;  of 
brick,  2,338  ;  of  stone,  1,500  ;  of  log,  326  ;  built  during  the  year,  640  ;  unfit 
for  use,  1,492  ;  having  no  privy,  4,512  ;  with  sufficient  grounds,  6,058  ;  with 
grounds  suitably  improved,  881  ;  well  ventilated,  6,892 ;  with  suitable  fur- 
niture, 7,210  ;  with  insufficient  furniture,  3,783  ;  with  injurious  furniture, 
1,663  ;  supplied  with  suitable  furniture  during  the  year,  591 ;  well  supplied 
with  apparatus,  2,438  ;  wholly  without  apparatus,  1,636  ;  supplied  with  ap- 
paratus during  the  year,  519  ;  having  out-line  maps,  6,998.  Of  the  14,018 
schools,  3,434  are  graded;  345  were  graded  during  the  year;  10,597  are 
■  well  classified ;  11,536  have  uniform  text-books,  and  in  11,716  the  Bible  is 
read.  The  number  of  public  examinations  held  was  1,890  ;  the  number  of 
directors  present  at  them,  5,759 ;  of  teachers  receiving  provisional  certifi- 
cates, 14,132;  of  teachers  receiving  professional  certificates,  602;  of  appli- 
cants rejected,  2,543  ;  of  teachers  examined  privately,  622  ;  of  certificates 
annulled,  19 ;  of  certificates  renewed,  262,  and  the  average  grade  of  certifi- 
cates was  25.  The  number  of  male  teachers  employed  was  7,640;  of  fe- 
males, 8,842  ;  average  age  of  teachers,  23j  years  ;  number  who  had  had  no 
experience  in  teaching,  2,141  ;  who  had  taught  less  than  one  year,  1,993  ;  who 
had  taught  more  than  five  years,  4,763 ;  who  had  attended  a  State  Normal 
school,  2,011 ;  who  had  graduated  at  a  State  Normal  school,  246  ;  who  had 
read  books  on  teaching,  12,139;  who  held  professional  certificates,  1,365; 
who  held  professional  certificates  unworthily,  12;  who  failed  totally,  147. 
The  number  of  visits  to  schools  by  superintendents,  was  17,629;  average 
time  spent  in  each,  If  hours;  number  of  schools  not  visited,  1,363 ;  num- 
ber of  directors  accompanying  superintendents  on  their  visitations,  3,585  ; 
number  of  patrons  or  citizens  met  in  the  schools,  8,102 ;  number  of  teach- 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  COMMON  SCHOOLS.  xiii 

ers  who  attended  district  institutes,  3,057  ;  number  of  educational  meetings 
held  by  superintendents,  593  ;  number  of  district  libraries  organized  under 
the  law  of  1864,  5  ;  number  of  private  schools,  346;  number  of  academies 
and  seminaries,  161 ;  number  of  pupils  attending-  private  institutions,  19,- 
394  ;  estimated  revenue  of  such  institutions  from  tuition,  $338,105  ;  number 
of  teachers  employed  in  them,  720. 

Statement  O,  shows  the  statistics  of  teachers'  institutes  held  during  the 
year. 

The  attendance  of  actual  members  at  the  institutes,  was  11,890  ;  the  ave- 
rage attendance  of  actual  members,  8,433;  the  attendance  of  honorary 
members,  1,850;  the  attandance  of  spectators,  counting  those  present  at 
some  one  session  of  each  institute,  30,767,  and  the  institutes  were  in- 
structed by  538  lecturers  and  227  essayists,  and  cost  the  several  counties 
$11,957,  and  the  members  $3,456.  These  results  of  our  institute  work  are 
certainly  something  to  be  proud  of. 

Statement  P,  shows  the  statistics  of  the  State  Normal  schools. 

The  five  State  Normal  schools  that  were  in  operation  during  the  past 
year  have  had  since  their  organization  as  State  schools,  14,137  students  ; 
of  whom  2,507  attended  the  past  year,  and  they  have  graduated  469  stu- 
dents, of  whom  127  graduated  the  past  year  ;  1,129  students  received  State 
aid,  either  as  students  or  graduates.  These  schools  had  during  the  past 
year  72  professors  and  teachers  ;  8,348  volumes  in  their  libraries ;  property 
of  the  estimated  value  of  $457,229  69;  an  aggregate  indebtedness  of  $104,- 
814  37;  an  income  of  $161,303  32,  and  expenditures  amounting  to  $149,- 
819  76. 

Statements  Q  and  R,  show  the  statistics  of  colleges,  academies  and  semi- 
naries. 

The  statistics  presented  in  the  statements  are  no  doubt  correct,  as  re- 
gards the  individual  institutions  making  reports  to  the  Department.  It  is 
to  be  much  regretted,  however,  that  all  our  colleges  and  academies  do  not 
make  reports,  in  order  that  a  full  statement  concerning  the  condition  and 
work  of  this  class  of  educational  agencies  might  be  given.  As  it  is,  we  can 
only  say  to  those  who  seek  information  from  the  statements  referred  to, 
that  they  by  no  means  do  justice  to  Pennsylvania  in  the  matter  of  higher 
education.  From  the  fact  that  so  many  do  not,  we  are  the  more  obliged  to 
those  that  do  report. 

Statement  S,  was  compiled  by  the  National  Bureau  of  Education,  and  ex- 
hibits the  school  statu  tics  of  the  United  States.  The  statement  is  a  very 
valuable  one.     Pennsylvania  compares  well  with  her  sister  States. 

REPORTS  OF  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

The  reports  of  the  several  County  Superintendents  will  be  found  in  their 
usual  place,  and  they  possess  even  more  than  their  usual  interest.     They 
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exhibit  the  condition  and  working  of  the  system  in  all  parts  of  the  State, 
point  out  the  obstacles  that  stand  in  the  way  of  its  further  development, 
and  make  valuable  suggestions  with  reference  to  their  removal.  The  county 
superintendency  never  accomplished  more  good  than  it  is  accomplishing  at 
the  present  time,  and  was  never  stronger  in  the  general  confidence  of  the 
people.  If  it  fails  of  its  purpose  anywhere,  it  is  owing  to  the  officer  not 
the  office,  and  next  May  the  proper  remedy  can  be  applied  by  electing  more 
efficient  men. 

REPORTS  OF    THE    CITY   AND    BOROUGH    SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Sixteen  of  our  principal  cities  and  boroughs  have  elected  superintendents 
under  the  law  of  1867.  The  list  is  as  follows:  Ailentown,  Altoona,  Chester, 
Easton,  Erie,  Harrisburg,  Hyde  Park,  Meadville,  Pittsburg,  Pottsville, 
Reading,  Scranton,  Titusville,  Wilkesbarre,  Williamsport  and  York.  This 
agency  is  giving  great  satisfaction  and  doing  great  good.  The  reports  of 
the  city  and  borough  superintendents,  in  commission,  will  be  found  under 
the  proper  head.  These  are  carefully  prepared  documents  and  will  well 
re-pay  those  who  may  read  them. 

The  success  of  the  city  superintendency  has  been  so  marked,  it  seems 
strange  that  any  of  our  large  cities  and  towns  should  refuse  to  put  it  in 
operation.  Philadelphia,  Allegheny,  Lancaster  and  Norristown,  and  even 
much  smaller  places,  stand  in  their  own  light  in  this  matter.  It  is  true,  as 
it  was  stated  in  m}T  last  report,  that  "  a  system  of  schools  in  a  large  town 
should  be  a  compact  organization,  a  well  rounded,  harmoniously  working 
whole;  and  an  army  has  not  more  need  of  a  general  than  such  a  system 
has  of  a  responsible  head.  The  school  property  should  be  carefully  looked 
after.  The  pupils,  their  grades,  their  classes,  their  studies,  their  recita- 
tions, all  need  the  attention  of  some  one  who  has  the  whole  field  before 
him  ;  and  the}'  themselves,  young  in  mind  and  heart,  can  very  badly  do  with- 
out the  counsel  and  care  of  a  school-father.  The  teachers,  too,  lose  interest 
in  their  work  without  some  one  to  advise,  strengthen  and  cheer.  A  com- 
petent man,  loving  his  work,  placed  at  the  head  of  the  school  sj'stem  of  a 
town,  can  interpenetrate  the  whole  with  a  new  life.  He  can  make  it  feel 
his  touch  at  every  nerve.  He  can  mould  it  into  comeliness,  arouse  its  latent 
strength,  and  fire  all  about  it  with  an  ambition  that  will  accomplish  much 
that  is  good  and  great." 

REPORTS   OF   PRINCIPALS   OF   NORMAL   SCHOOLS. 

The  reports  of  the  principals  of  the  State  Normal  schools  will  give  all 
needed  information  in  connection  with  the  statistical  statement  hereinbefore 
referred  to,  respecting  these  interesting  institutions. 

The  principal  of  the  new  school  at  West  Chester  makes  his  first  report. 
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Lincoln  University,  located  at  Oxford,  Chester  county,  has  been  recog- 
nized for  some  years  as  a  Normal  school  for  young  colored  men  preparing 
themselves  for  teachers.  The  State  has  appropriated  to  the  institution, 
With  a  view  of  aiding  it  in  this  feature  of  its  work,  $9,000.  The  report  of 
the  president  takes  its  proper  place,  for  the  first  time,  in  connection  with 
the  reports  of  the  principals  of  the  other  State  schools. 

REPORT    OF   THE    PRESIDENT    OF    THE   AGRICULTURAL   COLLEGE. 

At  my  request,  Rev.  James  Calder,  D.  D.,  president  of  the  Agricultural 
College,  has  furnished  this  Department  with  an  interesting  report  of  the 
institution -over  which  he  has  been  called  to  preside,  and  it  is  published  in 
connection  with  the  reports  of  the  other  State  institutions. 

The  State  has  invested  a  large  amount  of  money  in  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, and  is  deeply  interested  in  its  suecess  ;  and  its  friends  will  be  every- 
where cheered  with  the  assurances  of  increased  usefulness  and  prosperity 
which  the  report  presents.  The  college  will  work  in  s}*mpathy  with  the 
great  common  school  movement ;  let  its  advances  be  met  in  the  same  broad 
spirit. 

ORPHAN    SCHOOLS. 

The  last  Legislature  placed  the  administration  of  the  orphan  schools  in 
the  hands  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools.  This  interest  will 
be  made  the  subject  of  another  report,  as  the  law  provides  ;  but  it  is  proper 
to  give  here  the  following  summary  of  facts  relating  to  the  system : 

ORPHAN    SCHOOL    SUMMARY. 

Number  of  institutions  in  which  there  are  soldiers'  orphans,  39 

Number  of  orphans  in  schools  and  homes.  May  31,  1871 3,  607 

Number  of  orders  of  admission  issued  since  May  31,  1871 . .  418 

Number  of  discharges  since  May  31,  1871 150 

Number  of  orphans  in  charge  of  the  State,  Nov.  1,  1871 3,  660 

Number  of  orders  of  admission  issued  since  system  went  into 

operation 6,  907 

Number  of  orphans  admitted  into  school  since  system  went 

into  operation 5?  907 

Number  of  applications  (children  under  eight  years  of  age) 

now  on  file 107 

Probable  number  of  orphans  who  will  be  cared  for  under  the 

system 6,500 

Cost  of  the  system  for  the  past  year,  about $500,  000  00 

Whole  cost  of  system  since  going  into  operation 2,  992,  29S  34 

Probable  amount  of  future  appropriations  that  will  be  needed,  2,  000,  000  00 
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exhibit  the  condition  and  working  of  the  system  in  all  parts  of  the  State, 
point  out  the  obstacles  that  stand  in  the  way  of  its  further  development, 
and  make  valuable  suggestions  with  reference  to  their  removal.  The  county 
superintendency  never  accomplished  more  good  than  it  is  accomplishing  at 
the  present  time,  and  was  never  stronger  in  the  general  confidence  of  the 
people.  If  it  fails  of  its  purpose  an3Twhere,  it  is  owing  to  the  officer  not 
the  office,  and  next  May  the  proper  remedy  can  be  applied  by  electing  more 
efficient  men. 

REPORTS  OF   THE    CITY   AND    BOROUGH    SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Sixteen  of  our  principal  cities  and  boroughs  have  elected  superintendents 
under  the  law  of  1867.  The  list  is  as  follows :  Ailentown,  Altoona,  Chester, 
Easton,  Erie,  Harrisburg,  Hyde  Park,  Meadville,  Pittsburg,  Pottsville, 
Reading,  Scranton,  Titusville,  Wilkesbarre,  Williarnsport  and  York.  This 
agency  is  giving  great  satisfaction  and  doing  great  good.  The  reports  of 
the  city  and  borough  superintendents,  in  commission,  will  be  found  under 
the  proper  head.  These  are  carefully  prepared  documents  and  will  well 
re-pay  those  who  may  read  them. 

The  success  of  the  city  superintendency  has  been  so  marked,  it  seems 
strange  that  any  of  our  large  cities  and  towns  should  refuse  to  put  it  in 
operation.  Philadelphia,  Allegheny,  Lancaster  and  Norristown,  and  even 
much  smaller  places,  stand  in  their  own  light  in  this  matter.  It  is  true,  as 
it  was  stated  in  my  last  report,  that  "  a  system  of  schools  in  a  large  town 
should  be  a  compact  organization,  a  well  rounded,  harmonious^  working 
whole ;  and  an  army  has  not  more  need  of  a  general  than  such  a  system 
has  of  a  responsible  head.  The  school  property  should  be  carefully  looked 
after.  The  pupils,  their  grades,  their  classes,  their  studies,  their  recita- 
tions, all  need  the  attention  of  some  one  who  has  the  whole  field  before 
him  ;  and  they  themselves,  young  in  mind  and  heart,  can  very  badly  do  with- 
out the  counsel  and  care  of  a  school-father.  The  teachers,  too,  lose  interest 
in  their  work  without  some  one  to  advise,  strengthen  and  cheer.  A  com- 
petent man,  loving  his  work,  placed  at  the  head  of  the  school  sj-stem  of  a 
town,  can  interpenetrate  the  whole  with  a  new  life.  He  can  make  it  feel 
his  touch  at  every  nerve.  He  can  mould  it  into  comeliness,  arouse  its  latent 
strength,  and  fire  all  about  it  with  an  ambition  that  will  accomplish  much 
that  is  good  and  great." 

REPORTS   OF   PRINCIPALS   OF   NORMAL    SCHOOLS. 

The  reports  of  the  principals  of  the  State  Normal  schools  will  give  all 
needed  information  in  connection  with  the  statistical  statement  hereinbefore 
referred  to,  respecting  these  interesting  institutions. 

The  principal  of  the  new  school  at  West  Chester  makes  his  first  report. 
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Lincoln  University,  located  at  Oxford,  Chester  county,  has  been  recog- 
nized for  some  years  as  a  Normal  school  for  young  colored  men  preparing 
themselves  for  teachers.  The  State  has  appropriated  to  the  institution, 
with  a  view  of  aiding  it  in  this  feature  of  its  work,  $9,000.  The  report  of 
the  president  takes  its  proper  place,  for  the  first  time,  in  connection  with 
the  reports  of  the  principals  of  the  other  State  schools. 

REPORT    OP   THE    PRESIDENT    OF   THE    AGRICULTURAL   COLLEGE. 

At  my  request,  Rev.  James  Calder,  D.  D.,  president  of  the  Agricultural 
College,  has  furnished  this  Department  with  an  interesting  report  of  the 
institution -over  which  he  has  been  called  to  preside,  and  it  is  published  in 
connection  with  the  reports  of  the  other  State  institutions. 

The  State  has  invested  a  large  amount  of  money  in  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, and  is  deeply  interested  in  its  suecess  ;  and  its  friends  will  be  every- 
where cheered  with  the  assurances  of  increased  usefulness  and  prosperity 
which  the  report  presents.  The  college  will  work  in  sympathy  with  the 
great  common  school  movement ;  let  its  advances  be  met  in  the  same  broad 
spirit. 

ORPHAN    SCHOOLS. 

The  last  Legislature  placed  the  administration  of  the  orphan  schools  in 
the  hands  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools.  This  interest  will 
be  made  the  subject  of  another  report,  as  the  law  provides  ;  but  it  is  proper 
to  give  here  the  following  summary  of  facts  relating  to  the  system  : 

ORPHAN    SCHOOL    SUMMARY. 

Number  of  institutions  in  which  there  are  soldiers'  orphans,  39 

Number  of  orphans  in  schools  and  homes,  May  31,  1871 3,  607 

Number  of  orders  of  admission  issued  since  May  31,  1871. .  418 

Number  of  discharges  since  May  31,  1871 150 

Number  of  orphans  in  charge  of  the  State,  Nov.  1,  1 871 3,  660 

Number  of  orders  of  admission  issued  since  system  went  into 

operation 6,  907 

Number  of  orphans  admitted  into  school  since  system  went 

into  operation 5,  907 

Number  of  applications  (children  under  eight  years  of  age) 

now  on  file 107 

Probable  number  of  orphans  who  will  be  cared  for  under  the 

system 6,500 

Cost  of  the  system  for  the  past  year,  about $500,  000  00 

Whole  cost  of  system  since  going  into  operation 2,  992,  298  34 

Probable  amount  of  future  appropriations  that  will  be  needed,  2,000,  000  00 
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When  the  whole  work  shall  have  been  finished,  it  will  show  that  about 
six  thousand  five  hundred  destitute  soldiers'  orphans  have  been  maintained 
and  instructed  at  a  cost  to  the  State  of  about  five  millions  dollars.  Than 
this  grand  work  of  charity,  Pennsylvania  has  done  nothing  nobler  in  all 
her  history. 

I.  WORK  OF  THE  ENLARGED  DEPARTMENT. 

The  School  Department,  as  enlarged  by  the  last  Legislature,  has  general 
charge  of  900,000  children  in  the  common  schools,  and  3,600  orphan  chil- 
dren, and  controls  more  or  less  directly  the  expenditure  of  over  $0,000,000 
per  annum. 

The  work  of  the  School  Department,  with  respect  to  the  several  educa- 
tional agencies  of  the  State,  is  briefly  as  follows : 

With  respect  to  Teachers : — It  prepares  and  furnishes  certificates  for  all 
the  eighteen  thousand  teachers,  and  grants  directly  certificates  to  such  of 
them  as  have  reached  the  higher  grades  of  the  profession. 

With  respect  to  School  Directors  and  Controllers : — It  gives  advice  and 
instruction  concerning  their  duties  to  the  thirteen  thousand  school  directors 
aud  controllers,  furnishes  them  blanks,  receives  and  tabulates  their  reports, 
reviews  their  accounts,  judges  whether  they  have  kept  their  schools  open 
according  to  law,  and  if  so,  pays  them  the  State  appropriation  for  their  re- 
spective districts. 

With  respect  to  County  Superintendents : — It  calls  conventions  for  the 
election  of  County  Superintendents  in  the  several  counties,  receives  the 
returns  and  judges  of  their  legality,  commissions  the  persons  elected,  re- 
moves the  disqualified,  pays  their  salaries,  provides  blanks  for  recording 
and  tabulating  their  work,  and  receives  and  publishes  their  reports. 

With  respect  to  City  and  Borough  Superintendents : — It  holds  about  the 
same  relation  to  the  City  and  Borough  Superintendents  as  it  does  to  County 
Superintendents,  except  in  the  matter  of  the  direct  payment  of  salaries. 

With  respect  to  Teachers'  Institutes : — It  furnishes  the  teachers'  insti- 
tutes—one being  held  in  each  county — with  blanks  for  reports,  receives, 
tabulates  and  publishes  their  reports,  and  renders  all  the  assistance  possible 
in  their  management. 

With  respect  to  State  Normal  Schools : — It  investigates  the  claims  of  Nor- 
mal schools  to  State  recognition,  executes  all  legal  forms  necessary  to  their 
becoming  State  institutions,  examines  and  approves  their  courses  of  study, 
their  governmental  regulations  and  their  charges  to  students,  visits  them, 
appoints  the  times  of  examining  their  graduating  classes  and  assists  at  the 
examinations,  furnishes  diplomas  for  their  graduates,  receives  and  publishes 
their  reports,  and  pays  them  their  State  appropriations. 

With  respect  to  the  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools :— It  has  almost  complete 
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control  of  the  forty  different  institutions  in  which  soldiers'  orphans  are 
maintained  and  instructed  ;  the  accommodations,  the  persons  employed,  the 
food,  clothing,  instruction  and  discipline  of  the  children  being  subject  to 
the  direction  of  the  State  Superintendent. 

With  respect  to  Colleges  and  Academies : — It  receives,  tabulates  and  pub- 
lishes all  reports  made  by  colleges  and  academies,  as  required  by  law. 

Besides  all  this,  the  Department  is  compelled  to  make  an  annual  report 
to  the  Legislature,  containing  full  information  concerning  the  condition  of 
the  system  of  public  instruction  in  the  State  and  proposing  plans  for  its 
improvement,  to  give  advice  appertaining  to  their  school  interests  to  every 
citizen  who  asks  it,  and  to  decide  all  questions  relating  to  those  interests, 
without  expense  to  the  parties  presenting  them. 

To  carry  out,  with  the  necessary  system,  the  multiplied  details  of  this  im- 
mense work,  the  Department  prepares  and  issues,  to  the  different  school 
agencies  and  officers  throughout  the  State,  some  thirty-five  kinds  of  blank 
books  and  forms,  and  is  compelled  to  use  twenty-five  kinds  of  blank  books 
in  which  to  keep  its  own  records.  Its  correspondence  reaches  full  fifteen 
thousand  letters  per  annum. 

The  officers  now  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  Department  are  a  Super- 
intendent, a  Deputy  Superintendent,  two  inspectors  of  soldiers'  orphan 
schools,  five  clerks  and  a  messenger.  There  has  been  needed  very  badly, 
for  some  years,  a  second  deputy  to  relieve  the  present  officei's  from  a  por- 
tion of  their  out-door  duties.  With  no  disposition  to  complain,  and  with 
eveiy  disposition  to  do  all  that  can  be  done  with  the  present  force  at  my  com- 
mand, I  cannot  help  thinking  the  Legislature  is  very  slow  in  granting  a 
request  for  help  of  this  kind  which  has  been  so  repeatedly  made.  To  give 
weight  to  the  request,  it  may  properly  be  added  that  the  business  of,  the 
Department  has  increased  at  least  three-fold  since  the  present  administration 
came  into  power,  without  any  increase  whatever  in  the  number  of  officers. 

II.    RE-CONSTRUCTION    OF    THE    DEPARTMENT. 

The  school  work  out-lined  under  the  preceding  head  is  now  as  well  classi- 
fied as  the  conditions  under  which  it  is  done  will  admit ;  but  the  rapid 
growth  of  our  system  of  public  instruction  will  soon  demand*  in  a  way  not 
to  be  overlooked,  a  considerable  increase  of  clerical  and  supervisory  force, 
and  to  use  this  increased  force  to  most  advantage  there  must  be  a  re-or- 
ganization or  re-construction  of  the  Department.  Indeed,  the  change 
cannot  take  place  too  soon  for  the  good  of  the  system,  and  my  experience 
teaches  me  that  in  place  of  our  present  necessaril}'  rather  loose  organiza- 
tion, we  should  have,  first,  a  School  Department  as  now,  with  a  Superintend- 
ent at  its  head  assisted  by  two  deputies,  and,  second,  the  division  of  the 
Department  into  bureaus,  as  follows: 

B 
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1.  A  Bureau  of  Elementary  Education.— This  bureau  could  attend  to  the 
principal  work  counected  with  the  common,  elementary  schools,  and  would 
need  one  chief  clerk  and  two  assistants. 

2.  A  Bureau  of  Higher  Education — One  competent  oflicer  could  attend 
at  present  to  all  the  business  that  would  belong  to  a  bureau  doing  the  work 
of  the  Department  appertaining  to  high  schools,  academies  and  colleges. 

3.  A  Bureau  of  Professional  Education. — This  bureau  could  do  the  work 
of  the  Department  with  respect  to  Normal  Schools  and  Teachers'  Institutes. 
One  oflicer,  thoroughly  versed  in  it,  could  do  the  office  work  of  this  bureau. 

4.  A  Bureau  of  Orphan  Schools. — This  would  be  a  temporary  part  of  the 
organization,  and  could  be  easily  managed  by  the  force  now  employed.  A 
single  permanent  desk  might  be  devoted  to  work  appertaining  to  houses 
of  refuge,  reform  schools  and  homes  for  friendless  children.  This  class  of 
institutions'  must  rapidly  multiply,  and  it  is  quite  plain  that  our  system  of 
public  instruction  must  before  long  be  supplemented  by  them. 

5.  A  Bureau  of  Special  Instruction. — Our  schools  for  the  feeble-minded, 
and  our  asylums  for  the  blind  and  deaf  and  dumb,  if  not  our  hospitals  for 
the  insane,  and  our  jails  and  penitentiaries,  are  in  many  respects  educa- 
tional institutions.  Much  of  the  work  that  might  be  done  hy  such  a  bureau 
as  the  one  proposed',  is  now  done  by  the  State  Board  of  Charities ;  but 
there  is  still  enough  that  needs  doing,  purely  educational  in  its  character, 
to  employ  the  full  time  of  one  competent  oflicer.  A  flood  of  light  might 
be  expected  from  such  a  source  upon  the  whole  science  of  education. 

All  that  is  necessary  to  elfect  such  an  organization  as  that  now  out-lined, 
is  the  necessary  legislative  authority  and  an  increase  of  three  or  four  offi- 
cers to  the  present  force  in  the  Department ;  or,  if  the  same  number  of 
clerks  now  employed  can  be  allowed  to  remain  when  the  orphan  schools 
shall  have  been  discontinued,  no  addition  will  be  needed. 

I  speak  in  this  matter  with  the  conviction  that  the  education  of  our  chil- 
dren is  the  most  important  interest  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  that  money 
judiciously  spent  for  this  purpose  is  money  saved  to  the  people,  and  I  trust 
I  speak  to  statesmen  who  appreciate  the  value  of  organization  in  carrying 
on  any  great  enterprise.  Let  us  not  forget  that  Pennsylvania  is  no  longer 
a  small  colony.or  a  thinly  populated  State  ;  but  she  has  grown  to  be  an  em- 
pire, with  four  millions  of  people,  and  that  number  soon  to  be  doubled. 

III.    NO    POLITICS    IN    SCHOOL   AFFAIRS. 

The  re-construction  of  the  Department  as  proposed  would  be  incomplete, 
innless  provision  be  made  to  remove  all  connected  with  it  away  as  far  as 
possible  from  political  influences.  Theoretically,  it  will  be  acknowledged  by 
(thinking  men  of  all  parties,  that  there  ought  to  be  no  politics  in  school 
:aflairs.     Citizens  of  all  parties  pay  the  taxes,  the  children  of  all  parties  VA 
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found  in  the  schools,  and  it  is,  therefore,  clear  that  damage  must  be  done 
to  the  system  by  placing  those  in  control  of  it  who  are  unable  in  the  admin- 
istration of  their  offices  to  rise  above  partisan  influences  or  prejudices. 

The  State  Superintendent  is  now  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the  State, 
and  holds  his  office  for  the  term  of  three  years.  Of  course,  both  he  and 
his  subordinates  are  expected  to  be  in  sympathy  politically  with  the  ap- 
pointing power.  To  what  further  extent,  in  the  administration  of  the  office, 
politics  are  carried,  depends  very  much  upon  the  discretion  of  the  Superin- 
tendent. A  mere  partisan  might  do  immense  harm.  No  such  man  ought 
to  fill  the  office. 

It  would  go  far  to  guard  against  any  danger  that  might  arise  from  this 
cause,  if  the  State  Superintendent  were  appointed  by  a  board  composed 
somewhat  as  follows :  the  Governor,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  one  person  elected  by  the  State  Teachers'  As- 
sociation, one  by  a  convention  of  superintendents,  one  by  a  meeting  of  the 
principals  of  State  Normal  schools,  and  one  by  a  meeting  of  the  presidents 
of  colleges.  By  this  arrangement,  there  would  be  constituted  a  board  of 
seven,  and  the  character  of  the  men  who  would  compose  it,  and  the  different 
interests  represented  by  them,  would  always  secure  the  selection  of  a  com- 
petent man  to  fill  the  position  without  regard  to  politics. 

The  Superintendent,  when  selected,  might  be  intrusted  with  the  power  of 
nominating  to  the  same  board  his  subordinate  officers. 

In  this  connection,  I  desire  to  express  my  full  approval  of  the  principle 
of  a  bill  which  was  introduced  into  the  Senate  last  winter  by  Hon.  Charles 
It.  Buckalew,  and  passed  that  body  almost  unanimously,  but  for  some  un- 
known reason  was  not  acted  upon  in  the  House,  applying  what  is  called  the 
"free  vote"  to  the  election  of  school  directors.  The  bill  provides,  "that  in 
all  future  elections  of  directors  of  common  schools  in  this  Commonwealth, 
whenever  two  or  more  persons  are  to  be  chosen  in  a  district  for  the  same 
term  of  service,  each  voter  may  give  all  his  votes  to  one  or  more  candidates, 
as  be  shall  think  fit ;  the  candidates  highest  in  votes  shall  be  declared  elected. 
Any  appointment  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  a  board  of  directors  shall,  whenever 
practicable,  be  made  from  among  the  voters  of  the  proper  district  who 
shall  have  voted  for  the  directors  whose  place  is  to  be  filled."  And  that 
"whenever  a  voter  shall  intend  to  give  more  votes  than  one  to  any  candi- 
date for  director,  he  shall  express  his  intention  distinctly  and  clearly  upon 
the  face  of  his  ballot,  otherwise  but  one  vote  shall  be  counted  and  allowed 
to  such  candidate ;  but  any  ballot  which  shall  contain  or  express  a  greater 
number  of  votes  than  the  whole  number  to  which  the  voter  shall  be  entitled 
shall  be  rejected." 

It  is  evident  that  the  effect  of  this  bill,  in  the  present  condition  of  politi- 
cal parties,  would  be,  in  a  great  majority  of  districts,  to  give  them  an  equa* 
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representation  in  our  boards  of  school  directors ;  or,  in  other  words,  it 
would  lift  at  once  our  whole  educational  structure  out  of  the  mire  of  poli- 
tics.    The  man  who  does  this  will  confer  a  great  boon  upon  the  system. 

With  a  directorship  removed  from  political  influences,  superintendents 
would  be  elected  and  teachers  chosen  more  with  regard  to  their  merits  than 
is  now  the  case,  and  the  whole  work  would  move  forward  on  a  higher  plane, 
unobstructed  by  the  obstacles  arising  from  the  jarring  political  interests 
that  now  impede  its  progress. 

IV.    OUR   SYSTEM    OF   COMMON   SCHOOLS. 

There  come  to  the  School  Department  so  many  inquiries  from  outside  of 
the  State,  in  reference  to  the  nature  of  our  Pennsylvania  common  school 
system,  that  it  is  deemed  well  to  give  in  this  place  a  brief  general  out-line 
of  it. 

Each  township,  borough  and  city  in  this  State  is  made  by  law  a  school 
district.  The  districts  thus  formed  are  the  only  ones  except  a  small  num- 
ber of  what  are  called  "  independent  districts,"  with  a  single  school,  formed 
out  of  parts  of  adjacent  townships,  otherwise  badly  accommodated  with 
schools.  Outside  of  cities  and  boroughs,  the  school  districts  have  from  one 
to  thirty  schools,  the  average  number  being  about  seven.  The  power  of 
levying  and  collecting  taxes,  building  and  furnishing  school  houses,  em- 
ploying and  paying  teachers,  selecting  text-books  and  managing  the  schools 
generally,  is  vested  in  a  board  of  six  directors,  two  of  whom  are  elected 
annually  at  the  regular  local  elections.  The  courts  have  power  to  remove 
directors  for  the  non-performance  of  duty,  and  the  State  Superintendent 
can  refuse  to  pay  a  district  its  quota  of  the  annual  State  appropriation,  if 
its  directors  do  not  keep  the  schools  "  open  according  to  law." 

The  directors  of  a  district  are  authorized  by  law  to  appoint  and  pay  a 
district  superintendent,  and  to  require  the  teachers  in  their  employ  to  hold 
a  district  institute.  Each  board  is  compelled  to  make  an  annual  report  to 
the  State  Superintendent  through  the  agency  of  the  proper  County  Super- 
intendent, who  must  approve  it,  accompanied  by  a  sworn  statement,  to  the 
effect  that  the  schools  of  the  district  have  been  kept  open  and  in  operation 
according  to  law,  and  specifically  declaring  that  no  teacher  has  been  em- 
ployed during  the  year  who  did  not  hold  a  valid  certificate,  and  that  the  ac- 
counts of  the  district  have  been  legally  settled.  Failing  to  make  such  a 
statement,  works  a  forfeiture  of  the  State  appropriation. 

The  school  directors  of  each  county,  and  of  each  city  and  borough  having 
over  7,000  inhabitants,  as  may  choose  to  do  so,  meet  in  convention  tri-en- 
nially,  at  the  call  of  the  State  Superintendent,  to  elect  a  superintendent  and 
fix  his  salary.  The  directors  fix  the  salary  of  the  office  absolutely,  but 
they  are  limited  in  their  choice  of  a  person  to  fill  it,  to  persons  having  certain 
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scholastic  and  professional  qualifications,  of  the  sufficiency  of  which  the 
State  Superintendent  is  to  judge  before  he  issues  the  commission.  The 
State  Superintendent  pays  the  salaries  of  the  County  Superintendents  and 
fills  all  vacancies  in  the  office  by  appointment. 

The  duties  of  the  superintendents  of  counties,  cities  and  boroughs,  are  to 
examine  and  certificate  teachers,  visit  schools,  give  instruction  to  the  teach- 
ers, hold  institutes  and  supervise  general]}'  the  school  interests  intrusted 
to  their  care.  The}'  make  nionthlj-  and  annual  reports  to  the  School  De- 
partment. 

The  teachers'  certificates  granted  in  Pennsylvania,  are  the  following  : 

A  provisional  certificate,  which  is  a  mere  license  to  begin  to  teach.  It  is 
good  only  in  the  county  v<here  issued,  and  for  a  single  year.  A  scale  of 
figures  from  one  to  five  is  used  in  filling  up  this  certificate,  to  denote  de- 
grees of  proficiency  in  the  several  branches. 

A  professional  certificate,  which  is  a  license  to  teach  in  the  county  where 
issued  for  the  term  of  the  Superintendent  granting  it,  and  for  one  year  there- 
after. It  is  granted  to  any  good  teacher  who  can  pass  an  examination  in 
orthography,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geography,  grammar,  history  of 
the  United  States  and  the  theory  of  teaching. 

A  permanent  certificate,  which  is  granted  by  this  Department  to  teach- 
ers holding  professional  certificates,  whose  application  therefor  is  endorsed 
by  the  proper  Superintendent,  the  proper  board  or  boards  of  directors  and 
by  a  county  committee  of  teachers  elected  by  ballot  for  this  purpose  at  the 
teachers'  institute.  This  certificate  is  good  permanently  in  the  county 
where  issued,  and  for  one  year  in  any  other  county. 

A  State  certificate,  which  is  issued  to  teachers  who  pass  an  examination, 
in  a  pi*escribed  course,  before  the  board  of  examiners  of  the  State  Normal 
schools.     This  certificate  is  permanently  good  in  any  part  of  the  State. 

The  State  Superintendent  is  appointed  by  the  Governor,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Senate,  and  holds  his  office  for  three  years.  His  general  duties  have 
been  already  named,  in  giving  the  statement  of  the  work  now  devolving 
upon  the  School  Department.     He  appoints  his  subordinate  officers. 

The  State  is  divided  into  twelve  Normal  school  districts.  To  nine  of 
these  the  State  has  appropriated  $15,000  each  towards  the  erection  of  build- 
ings for  Normal  school  purposes.  The  balance  of  the  money  required  for 
their  erection  either  has  been  or  must  be  raised  by  local  contributions.  The 
buildings  when  erected  do  not  belong  to  the  State,  but  to  the  stockholders 
or  contributors,  who,  however,  cannot  dispose  of  them  or  use  them  for  any 
other  purpose,  without  the  consent  of  the  State  authorities.  The  State  has 
appropriated  considerable  money  to  the  several  schools  for  the  purchase  of 
apparatus.  No  school  can  be  recognized  as  a  State  Normal  school  until  it 
has  been  found  by  the  State  authorities  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of 
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law,  and,  ■when  recognized,  its  charges,  course  of  study  and  disciplinary 
regulations  must  be  approved  by  the  State  Superintendent.  The  State 
furnishes  diplomas  for  all  graduates  of  Normal  schools,  and  the  State  Su- 
perintendent is  chairman  of  the  board  that  conducts  the  examination  of 
the  graduating  classes.  The  State  pays  each  student,  who  is  attending  a 
Normal  school  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  a  teacher,  fifty  cents  a  week 
towards  his  expenses,  and  gives  him  a  gratuity  of  fifty  dollars  at  gradua- 
tion. All  appropriations  to  State  Normal  schools  are  paid  by  the  State 
Superintendent.  A  diploma  of  the  first  degree,  given  at  a  State  Normal 
school,  exempts  the  holder  from  examination  in  any  part  of  the  State  for 
a  term  of  two  j'ears  after  graduation  ;  but  at  the  expiration  of  that  time 
he  must  either  submit  to  an  examination,  or  present  to  the  Board  of  Ex- 
aminers of  the  Normal  school  where  he  graduated,  an  application  for  a 
diploma  of  the  second  degree,  endorsed  by  the  board  or  boards  of  directors 
for  whom  he  has  taught,  and  by  the  proper  Superintendent.  This,  if  granted, 
makes  him  a  teacher  for  life. 

T.    PROPOSED    CHANGES   IN    TUE    LAW. 

For  reasons  given  in  former  reports,  at  some  length,  I  respectful^'  re- 
commend the  passage  of  a  supplement  to  our  school  laws,  containing  the 
following  provisions.  For  the  purpose  of  securing  attention  to  all  the 
details  of  the  proposed  measures,  I  state  them  somewhat  in  the  form  of  a 
bill: 

1.  That  any  board  of  directors,  or  two  or  more  boards  conjointly,  may 
appoint,  at  such  a  salary  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  a  practical  teacher,  not 
a  director,  holding  a  professional  or  permanent  certificate,  local  superin- 
tendent of  schools,  and  require  him  to  perform  such  service  in  visiting 
schools,  instructing  teachers,  gathering  statistics  and  making  out  reports 
as  the3T,  in  connection  with  the  County  Superintendent,  may  deem  proper. 

2.  That  rooms  for  the  meetings  of  conventions  of  directors,  held  for  the 
the  purpose  of  electing  County  Superintendents,  shall  be  provided  by  the 
commissioners  at  the  respective  county  seats,  and  all  such  conventions 
shall  assemble  upon  the  call  of  the  State  Superintendent,  issued  six  weeks 
previously  b}r  circulars  sent  to  all  boards  of  directors. 

3.  That  such  conventions  shall  consist  of  two  delegates  from  each  school 
district,  and  two  from  each  ward  in  cities  and  boroughs  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation, to  be  chosen  from  and  by  the  several  boards  at  the  regular  meet- 
ing next  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  convention,  or  if  no  selection  be  made 
by  a  board,  its  president  and  secretary  shall  be  delegates. 

4.  That  the  salary  of  a  County  Superintendent  shall  be  two  dollars  for 
each  school  under  his  supervision,  and  one  dollar  for  each  square  mile  in 
his  county,  unless  a  convention  of  directors  see  proper  to  add  to  the  sum 
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thus  obtained,  an  amount  from  the  State  appropriation  to  their  own  county  : 
Provided,  That  in  no  case  shall  the  salary  of  a  County  Superintendent  be 
less  than  one  thousand  dollars. 

5.  That  the  State  Superintendent  shall,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Governor,  appoint,  on  or  before  the  first  of  May,  annually,  three  citizens 
of  each  Normal  school  district  in  which  a  Normal  school  is  in  operation,  to 
act  as  trustees  on  the  part  of  the  State,  in  the  boards  of  trustees  of  the 
several  Normal  schools. 

6.  That  the  school  directors  of  the  several  school  districts,  and  those  of 
wards  in  cities  and  boroughs,  shall,  in  connection  with  their  annual  reports, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three,  and  every  third 
year  thereafter,  report,  in  such  form  as  the  State  Superintendent  shall  pre- 
scribe, the  whole  number  of  children  in  their  respective  districts  or  wards 
of  school  age,  designating  whether  they  are  white  or  black,  of  native  or 
foreign  parentage,  and  the  length  of  time  each  attended  school  during  the 
three  preceding  years. 

7.  That  the  word  "five"  shall  be  inserted  in  place  of  the  word  "  four,"  in 
section  twenty-eight,  act  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four, 
and  school  directors  shall  hereafter  keep  the  schools  of  their  respective  dis- 
tricts in  operation  five  months  in  the  year :  Provided,  That  the  length  of 
term  shall  remain  as  at  present,  in  districts  where  the  maximum  of  tax  al- 
lowed by  law  to  be  levied  for  school  purposes  shall  be  found  insufficient 
to  keep  their  schools  open  a  longer  length  of  time. 

8.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Superintendent,  in  conjunction 
with  the  County  Superintendents,  to  so  organize  the  teachers'  institutes 
held  in  the  several  counties,  with  respect  to  the  time  of  holding  and  method 
of  conducting  them,  as  to  promote  their  highest  efficiency,  and  he  is  hereby 
required  to  provide  at  least  one  competent  instructor  to  attend  the  insti- 
tute of  each  county,  and  pay  him  such  reasonable  compensation  as  may  be 
agreed  upon,  out  of  the  annual  appropriation  to  common  schools,  the  bills 
to  be  settled  in  the  usual  manner  by  the  Auditor  General :  Provided,  That 
the  whole  sum  thus  expended  shall  not  in  any  one  3'ear  exceed  five  thou- 
sand dollars. 

VI.   GREAT   QUESTIONS    TO    BE    MET. 

Immediately  before  the  friends  of  education  in  Pennsylvania,  there  are 
several  great  questions  that  must  be  met  and  settled.     Among  them  are— 

1.  That  Concerning  Truant,  Vagrant  and  Neglected  Children. — The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  State  Charities,  in  his  last  annual  report,  thus  states 
the  question :  "No  man  who  has  observed,  with  any  care,  the  condition 
of  our  larger  communities,  can  have  failed  to  notice  that  there  is  in  them 
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all  a  considerable  percentage  of  the  children  who  grow  up  to  maturity 
without  the  chance  of  taking  pattern  from  any  exemplary  life  within  their 
range.  Whatever  ideas  they  have  of  the  difference  between  good  and  evil 
are  intuitive,  and  the  sanctions  of  divine  and  human  laws  are  known  to 
them  only  to  the  extent  of  their  own  sad  experience.  The  average  of  so- 
cial virtue,  dignity  and  wealth  is  much  reduced  by  the  presence  of  this 
debased  and  debasing  ingredient.  And  it  is  a  problem  well  worthy  of  the 
gravest  and  most  patient  thought  of  philanthropic,  political  economists, 
whether  anything,  and,  if  anj'thing,  what  can  be  done  for  the  rescue  of 
these  unfortunates  from  their  ill-starred  condition,  for  the  protection  of  the 
communities  which  they  deteriorate,  and  for  the  purity,  welfare  and  honor 
of  the  State,  the  mother  of  them  all." 

It  was  stated  in  a  previous  report  that  by  the  school  census  of  Phila- 
delphia, taken  in  18G8,  it  was  ascertained  that  20,534  children  in  that  city, 
between  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen,  11,000  of  them,  between  the  ages  of 
six  and  twelve,  were  in  attendance  at  neither  public  nor  private  schools* 
By  a  similar  census  of  Pittsburg,  taken  in  1869,  it  appeared  that  3,781 
children,  between  the  ages  of  six  and  fifteen,  were  without  school  advan- 
tages of  any  kind.  The  carefully  taken  census  of  the 'borough  of  Potts- 
ville  shows  that,  in  1870,  of  4,427  children  in  that  borough,  between  the 
ages  of  six  and  twenty-one,  2,21 4  were  out  of  school,  and  of  2,080,  between 
the  ages  of  seven  and  thirteen,  401  were  out  of  school.  Several  County 
Superintendents  have  made  careful  estimates  of  the  degree  of  absenteeism 
in  their  respective  counties,  and  concur  in  stating  that  about  one  per  centum 
of  the  children  of  proper  age  never  attend  school  at  all,  and  that  some 
seven  or  eight  per  centum  of  them  attend  so  short  a  time  or  so  irregularly 
as  to  derive  little  advantage  therefrom.  From  such  facts  it  is  probable 
that  75,000  of  our  3'outh  are  growing  up  in  virtual  ignorance.  A  large 
majority  of  this  number,  it  is  true,  either  have  acquired  or  will  acquire  the 
ability  to  read  and  write  a  little,  but  they  are  sadly  deficient  in  all  the 
nobler  qualities  that  a  good  education  is  so  well  calculated  to  produce. 

These  75,000  neglected  children  are  found  in  the  cellars  and  garrets,  the 
streets  and  alleys  of  our  cities  and  towns,  employed  in  our  mines  and  manu- 
factories, or  running  wild  in  country  places.  Every  observer  must  notice 
them,  and  every  good  man  must  lament  their  condition  and  fear  the  evils 
that  society  must  experience  from  their  untutored  minds  and  unrestrained 
passions. 

What  becomes  of  these  children  thus  suffered  to  grow  up  in  ignorance? 
Let  our  houses  of  refuge  answer  the  question.  The  total  number  of  chil- 
dren received  into  the  two  houses  of  refuge  for  the  ten  years,  from  18G0  to 
1870,  was  5,180,  and  their  average  age  was  about  13.^  years.  Of  these, 
1.941  could  neither  read  nor  Avrite  ;    957  could   read  but  not  write ;    and 
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2,291  could  read  and  write,  but  only  about  200  of  them  could  read  and 

write  well.     This  ignorance-produced  crop  of  vice  and  crime,  when  more 

fully  ripened,  is  harvested  by  our  jails  and  penitentiaries. 
i 
But  ignorance  in  this  country  does  not  only  curse  society  with  vice  and 

crime,  it  voles ;  and  a  ballot  in  the  hands  of  an  ignorant  man  is  a  danger- 
cms  weapon.  It  is  fearfully  true,  that  with  large  masses  of  ignorant  men  as 
voters,  no  country  can  long  sustain  free  institutions.  Our  statesmen  can- 
not guard  against  this  evil  with  too  much  care.  "  Eternal  vigilance"  in  this, 
as  well  as  in  all  other  respects,  "  is  the  price  of  liberty." 

To  remedy  the  evil  of  non-attendance,  many  persons  advocate  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  compelling  children  between  certain  ages  to  attend  school 
for  a  certain  number  of  months  each  year.  Such  laws,  however,  have  not 
proven  very  effective  in  the  countries  and  States  where  they  are  now  in 
force  Prussia  has  such  a  law,  but  the  school  attendance  in  Prussia  does 
not  embrace  a  greater  percentage  of  the  school  going  population  than  it 
does  in  other  European  countries  that  have  no  compulsory  lav/.  It  is  even 
doubtful  whether  the  percentage  of  attendance  is  greater  in  Prussia  than  it 
is  in  Pennsylvania.  Massachusetts  has  had  on  her  statute  books  for  years, 
very  rigid  laws  enforcing  attendance  at  her  public  schools  ;  how  effective 
they  are  will  be  shown  from  the  following  statements  taken  from  the  last 
report  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

In  that  report,  page  102,  it  is  stated  that  the  "  ratio  of  mean  average  at- 
tendance for  the  year  to  the  whole  number  of  persons  between  five  and 
fifteen  is  .74."  We  have  no  means  of  determining  how  many  persons  there 
are  in  Pennsylvania  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  nor  how  many  be- 
tween those  ages  attend  our  schools,  as  our  school  statistics  are  compiled 
in  a  different  way  from  that  in  which  they  are  compiled  in  Massachusetts  ; 
but  from  the  best  estimates  that  can  be  made,  attendance  at  school  seems 
to  be  about  as  good  here  as  there. 

Abner  J.  Phipps,  Esq.,  the  agent  of  the  Board  of  Education,  says  :  "It 
is  a  mournful  thought  that  notwithstanding  the  very  large  amount  expended 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  public  schools  of  our  State,  so  large  a  propor- 
tion of  children  of  school  age  fail  to  reap  the  advantages  of  this,  and  grow 
up  in  comparative  ignorance.  It  is  true  we  have  a  compulsory  law  with 
sufficient  penalties, -if  it  were  enforced,  but  in  many  towns  it  is  not  only 
not  enforced,  but  no  disposition  to  enforce  it  is  shown." 

Hon.  Joseph  White,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education,  declares,  with 
reference  to  their  compulsory  law  and  the  practice  under  it,  that  "It  is  the 
weakest  and  least  defensible  part  of  our  school  system." 

And  Gen.  H.  K.  Oliver,  the  State  constable,  one  of  whose  duties  it  is  to 
see  that  the  State  laws  concerning  education  are  enforced,  puts  the  case  still 
stronger.     The  Italics  are  his  own.     He  sa}Ts:     "Now,  we  know,  indeed, 
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that  there  is  a  compulsory  statute  of  the  Commonwealth  in  relation  to  the 
schooling  of  its  children,  but  like  a  great  many  other  statutes  on  the  books, 
it  is  paralytic,  effete,  dead — killed  by  sheer  neglect.  It  was  never  enforced, 
and  never  supposed  to  be  anybody's  duty  to  enforce  it.  In  fact,  we 
are  inclined  to  believe  that  it  is  not  generally  known  that  such  a  law  was 
ever  enacted.  Nobody  looks  after  it,  neither  town  authorities,  nor  school 
committees,  nor  local  police,  and  large  cities  and  many  of  the  towns  of  the 
State  are  swarming  with  unschooled  children,  vagabondizing  about  the  streets 
and  growing  up  in  ignorance  and  to  a  heritage  of  sin.  The  mills  all  over 
the  State,  the  shops  in  city  and  town,  are  full  of  children  deprived  of  the 
right  to  such  education  as  will  fit  them  for  the  possibilities  of  their  after 
life.  Nobody  thinks  of  either  enforcement  or  obedience  in  the  matter,  so 
that  between  those  who  are  ignorant  of  the  provision  and  those  that  care 
for  none  of  these  things,  thousands  of  the  poor  younglings  of  the  State, 
with  all  her  educational  boasting,  stand  precious  small  chance  of  getting 
even  the  baldest  elements  of  education." 

Waiving  all  question,  then,  as  to  whether  a  law  compelling  children  to 
attend  school  is  in  consonance  with  the  spirit  of  our  free  institutions,  and 
whether  the  indisposition  in  this  country  to  enforce  such  a  law  does  not 
arise  from  that  fact,  the  experience  of  Massachusetts  teaches  us  that  we  in 
Pennsylvania  must  look  in  some  other  direction  than  in  that  of  a  compul- 
sory law  to  find  the  remedy  we  are  seeking  for  the  evil  of  non-attendance  at 
school. 

After  having  earefully  considered  this  delicate  and  difficult  subject,  I  have 
about  reached  the  conclusion  that  we  must  first  do  what  remains  to  be  done 
in  the  way  of  providing  good  school  grounds,  good  school  houses  and  good 
teachers  for  our  children,  and  we  have  yet  much  to  do  in  this  direction  ; 
and  then  supplement  our  present  voluntary  system  by  enactments  as  fol- 
lows : 

1.  A  judicious  truant  law. 

2.  A  judicious  law  preventing  the  employment  of  children  in  mines, 
manufactories,  &c,  without  some  provision  for  their  education. 

3.  A  law  authorizing  boards  of  directors  in  cities  and  large  towns  to  ap- 
point and  pay,  when  needed,  a  school  missionary,  to  visit  the  parents  of 
children  not  in  school  or  attending  irregularly,  and  endeavor  to  secure 
their  attendance. 

4.  A  law  legalizing,  if  not  requiring,  the  establishment  of  a  home  for 
friendless  or  neglected  children  in  every  county  in  the  Commonwealth,  and 
giving  the  boards  of  directors  of  the  several  school  districts  power  to  send 
to  these  institutions  such  children  as  the  safety  of  society  might  justify 
being  disposed  of  in  that  way.  These  homes  should  be  established,  sup- 
ported and  managed  by  the  same  authorities  that  have  the  care  of  the  alms- 
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houses,  aided,  perhaps,  at  first,  by  appropriations  from  the  State.  They 
should  provide  maintenance  and  clothing,  as  well  as  instruction  for  the 
children.  They  should  train  the  children  up  to  habits  of  industry,  and 
whenever  suitable  opportunities  presented  themselves,  they  should  place 
them  in  good  families  or  where  they  could  learn  a  useful  trade. 

A  compulsory  law,  even  if  fully  enforced,  cannot  bring  into  the  schools 
children  suffering  for  want  of  food,  clothing  or  shelter,  children  who  must 
work  or  steal  in  order  to  live,  children  who  have  no  parents  or  friends  to 
care  for  them  ;  and  a  large  proportion  of  those  growing  up  in  entire  igno- 
rance are  of  this  class.  The  county  home  is  just  the  place  for  them,  and 
tens  of  thousands  might  by  its  means  be  plucked  like  "brands  from  the 
burning,"  and  made  good  members  of  society.  I  have  almost  unbounded 
faith  in  the  effect  of  good  influences  upon  the  character  of  the  young.  I 
believe  most  finnly  that  if  all  the  ignorant,  vicious  boys  and  girls  in  Penn- 
sylvania, could  be  at  once  brought  into  properly  managed  homes  of  the 
kind  just  spoken  of,  nineteen  out  of  every  twenty  could  be  made  good  men 
and  good  women — good  members  of  society.  If  society  is  ever  reformed, 
it  will  be  done  in  this  way.  If  the  evils  we  complain  of  and  suffer  under, 
are  ever  removed,  rooted  out,  it  will  be  effected  by  the  right  education  of 
the  young. 

It  is  in  favor,  also,  of  the  plan  proposed,  that  it  does  not  disturb  the  sa- 
credness  of  the  family — a  matter  so  dear  to  the  Anglo  Saxon  race.  The 
State  would  not  be  called  upon  to  over-rule  or  break  down  parental  au- 
thority, but  merely  step  in  to  take  the  parents'  place  where  children  either 
have  no  parents  or  none  that  cared  for  them. 

I  cannot  too  earnestly  press  this  subject  upon  your  attention  and  upon 
the  attention  of  all  good  men. 

2.  That  Concerning  a  more  Complete  Provision  for  Higher  Education. — 
I  have  felt  it  my  duty,  in  the  several  reports  issued  from  this  Department 
during  the  present  administration,  to  urge  with  earnestness  the  importance 
of  devoting  more  attention  to  the  interests  of  higher  education.  Many  of 
our  people  seem  to  think  that  if  they  have  their  children  taught  simply  to 
read,  write  and  cypher,  it  is  enough.  Others  add  to  these  branches  a  smat- 
tering of  geography  and  grammar,  and  call  their  children  well  educated. 
This  superficial  education  is  breeding  among  our  people  shallowness,  raw- 
ness, conceit,  instability  and  a  want  of  self-respect,  honor  and  dignity.  It 
is  lowering  the  tone  of  society,  subjecting  us  to  the  rule  of  unprincipled 
demagogues,  filling  high  positions  with  incompetent  men  and  weakening 
public  virtue.  Every  social  interest  and  every  governmental  concern  in 
this  country  is  suffering  for  want  of  more  men  of  broad  views,  ripe  culture 
and  high  sense  of  right.  I  heartily  endorse  the  sentiment  uttered  by  Presi- 
dent Porter,  of  Yale  College,  in  his  recent  inaugural  address,  that  "  the 
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lessons  of  history,  both  the  earlier  and  the  more  recent,  are  distinct  and 
vivid,  that  in  a  republic  like  ours,  wealth}',  proud  and  self-confident,  there 
can  be  neither  permanence  nor  dignity,  if  the  best  knowledge  and  the  high- 
est culture  do  uot  influence  its  population  and  its  institutions." 

Iu  order  that  something  practical  may  be  done  in  the  way  of  encouraging 
higher  education,  it  may  be  well  to  remember  that  our  common  school  laws 
not  only  sanction  the  establishment  of  graded  schools  for  the  teaching  of 
the  higher  branches  of  learning,  but  enjoin  their  establishment,  wherever 
practicable,  upon  boards  of  directors.  Within  the  last  five  years  much  has 
been  done  in  this  wa}^.  Graded  schools  have  rapidly  increased  in  number, 
and  those  previously  in  operation  have  greatly  improved  in  efficiency.  Our 
cities  and  towns  are  now  pretty  generally  supplied  with  reasonably  good 
facilities  for  imparting  a  higher  grade  of  instruction,  but  there  are  few  rural 
districts  that  enjoy  any  advantages  of  the  kind.  There  are  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  young  people  throughout  the  State  who  are  prepared  to  enter  upon 
a  course  of  higher  education,  but  have  no  opportunity  of  doing  so,  except 
b}T  leaving  heme  and  incurring  considerable  expense.  A  vast  amount  of 
talent  is  thus  lost  to  society  and  to  the  State.  Can  nothing  be  done  to  pre- 
vent it  ? 

Our  school  law  allows  boards  of  directors  of  one  district  to  admit  pupils 
into  their  schools  from  other  districts,  on  condition  of  their  paying  tuition 
fees.  Taking  advantage  of  this  provision,  public-spirited  boards  of  direc- 
tors in  small  boroughs  and  thickly  settled  rural  districts,  in  different  parts 
of  the  State,  are  beginning  to  establish  high  schools,  and  invite  to  them 
pupils  from  the  surrounding  districts  that,  from  the  sparseness  of  their 
population,  cannot  establish  such  schools.  The  result  is,  they  secure  the 
advantages  of  a  good  high  school  for  the  children  of  the  district  at  a  very 
moderate  cost,  save  parents  the  expense  of  sending  their  children  abroad 
for  an  education,  and,  at  the  same  time,  benefit  their  neighbors.  Take,  for 
an  example,  the  little  borough  of  Troy,  in  the  county  of  Bradford.  Its 
population  is  about  1,"200,  and  it  has  some  350  children  to  send  to  school. 
As  those  familiar  with  the  subject  know,  this  number  of  children  would  not 
justify  the  establishment  of  a  high  school.  But  the  board  of  directors  of 
Troy,  determined  to  have  a  good  school,  first  build  a  school  house  costing 
some  $12, COO  or  $14,000,  equip  it  handsomely,  and  then  employ  a  principal 
at  a  salary  of  $1,300  a  year,  and  give  him  as  assistants  a  corps  of  first-class 
teachers.  This  done,  they  are  ready  to  invite  pupils  from  outside  of  the 
district,  and  thirty  or  forty  of  them  come.  With  these  they  secure  the 
material  for  a  very  fine  high  school,  and  the  wherewithal  to  support  it.  This 
Troy  Free  Academy  is  open  to  all  the  children  of  the  district,  alike  to  rich 
and  poor,  and  blesses  the  whole  section  of  country  for  miles  around  with 
the  advantages  of  a  his;her  education. 
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Troy  is  an  example  of  what  many  towns  and  villages  have  done,  and  there 
seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  the  further  development  of  our  system 
should  not  take  this  direction,  nor  why  there  should  not  be  before  long 
hundreds  if  not  thousands  of  such  schools  in  the  State.  Indeed,  the  policy 
would  not  be  a  bad  one  for  boards  of  directors,  in  districts  near  to  those 
containing  high  schools,  to  select,  by  competitive  examination,  the  best  and 
brightest  scholars  in  their  schools,  and  pay  for  their  tuition  at  the  high 
schools  out  of  the  public  funds. 

3.  That  Concerning  a  Closer  Union  Between  our  Common  Schools  and 
our  Colleges. — I  have  repeatedly  called  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to 
the  necessity  of  a  closer  union  between  our  common  schools  and  our  col- 
leges. In  1868  I  prepared,  in  the  shape  of  a  bill,  a  practical  measure  look- 
ing to  that  end,  but  the  reception  it  met  with  in  your  body  of  that  year 
was  not  very  encouraging.  Some  such  measure  ia  badly  needed,  and  I 
again  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  subject,  and  ask  for  it  your 
favorable  consideration. 

Our  common  schools  need  the  help  of  the  colleges — need  their  learning, 
their  light — need  them  as  objects  towards  which  to  direct  the  aspirations 
of  ambitious  pupils.  If  we  aim  at  nothing  beyond  a  common  school  edu- 
cation, our  educational  interests  must  move  forward  on  a  low  plane,  and 
the  intellectual  condition  of  the  people  will  be  characterized  by  a  dead  sea 
of  mediocrity.  If,  on  the  contrary,  our  youth  can  see,  far  up  the  rugged 
path  of  knowledge  they  are  climbing,  the  open  doors  of  a  college,  they  will 
be  stimulated  to  greater  exertions,  their  latent  powers  will  be  developed, 
they  will  breathe  a  purer  air,  enjoy  a  clearer  light,  and  though  but  com- 
paratively few  may  enter  those  doors,  all  will  be  ennobled  by  the  prospect. 

Our  colleges  need  the  help  of  the  common  schools — need  their  strength, 
their  warmth — need  them  as  streams  need  fountains,  as  the  sculptor  needs 
marble.  It  is  a  lamentable. fact  that  the  number  of  students  in  our  colleges 
is  not  increasing  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  our  population.  The  de- 
velopment of  the  common  school  system  within  the  last  few  years  is  truly 
marvelous,  but  our  colleges  are  almost  standing  still.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
there  are  more  men  of  liberal  culture  in  Pennsylvania  to-day  than  there 
were  fifty  years  ago.  The  courts  of  justice,  the  legislative  bodies,  the  pro- 
fessional conventions  of  that  day,  seem  to  have  contained  as  many  full-grown 
men,  men  of  ripe  culture,  broad  views,  high-toned  honor  and  strict  obedi- 
ence to  principle,  as  they  do  at  the  present  time.  If  the  average  farmer, 
mechanic  and  working  man  is  a  better  scholar,  a  man  of  more  culture  in  the 
year  1871,  than  he  was  in  the  year  1821,  this  is  not  the  case  with  the  aver- 
age professional  man.  What  we  have  gained  in  breadth  of  learning,  we 
seem  to  have  lost  in  depth.  The  principal  reason  of  all  this  is  the  dis- 
tance— the  chasm  that  exists  between  common  school  and  college.     For- 
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merly  there  were  in  this  State  a  large  number  of  classical  and  mathemati- 
cal academies  and  seminaries.  These  were  mostly  taught  by  graduates  of 
colleges,  who  prepared  many  of  their  pupils  to  take  the  same  course  they 
had  themselves  profited  b}T ;  they  not  only  did  this  in  the  matter  of  learn- 
ing, but  also  in  the  matter  of  taste.  These  useful  institutions  have  nearly 
all  disappeared,  supplanted  by  the  more  vigorous  public  high  schools.  In 
nearly  all  our  county  towns  and  in  many  of  "our  country  villages,  there  are 
to  be  found  at  the  present  time  old  academy  buildings,  relics  of  the  era  to 
which  I  allude,  within  whose  walls,  now  fast  mouldering  with  neglect  and 
decay,  were  educated  a  majority  of  the  men  who  have  made  Pennsylvania 
what  she  is  ;  but  very  few  of  them  are  now  used  for  academical  purposes, 
the  development  of  the  common  school  system  having  diverted  the  streams 
of  learning  from  them  in  another  direction.  Instead  of  academies  we  have 
high  schools,  and  these,  without  a  common  tie  of  sympathy  or  interest  with 
the  colleges,  have  in  view  other  educational  ends  than  that  of  preparing  their 
pupils  for  a  collegiate  course  of  study.  The  colleges,  therefore,  have  lost 
their  academical  feeders^  but  have  not  as  yet  supplied  their  place  by  the 
feeders  they  might  find,  broader,  stronger,  better  in  the  high  schools  that 
have  taken  their  place.  It  is  their  interest  to  do  this,  and  speedily ;  and 
the  connection  must  not  be  a  mere  mechanical  one,  hut  organic  in  its  char- 
acter. The  disjointed  fragments  must  grow  together ;  the  warm  blood 
must  have  free  course  through  the  whole  system,  and  one  heart  must  throb 
in  it  a  common  life. 

In  all  this,  it  may  be  well  to  say  that  the  measure  of  union  contemplated 
does  not  interfere  with  the  vested  rights,  chartered  privileges,  governmen- 
tal regulations  or  denominational  preferences  of  any  of  the  colleges.  It 
simply  aims  to  remove  the  impediments  which  now  block  the  way  from  the 
high  school  to  the  college.  Some  State  aid  to  colleges  will  be  necessary 
to  carry  out  the  plan,  but  to  grant  such  aid  is  but  to  comply  with  a  plain 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  and  return  to  the  policy  pursued  in  the  ear- 
lier periods  in  the  history  of  the  Commonwealth. 

To  give  an  example  of  the  liberal  views  concerning  education  held  by  a 
former  generation  of  law-givers,  I  will  quote  section  fourth  of  an  act  of 
Assembly  approved  April  12, 1838.  This  section  reads :  "To  encourage  the 
arts  and  sciences,  promote  the  teaching  of  useful  knowledge,  and  support 
the  colleges,  academies  and  female  seminaries  within  this  Commonwealth, 
there  hereby  is  appropriated,  and  shall  annually  be  paid  to  the  said  colleges, 
academies  and  female  seminaries,  in  equal  quarterly  payments,  the  sums 
following,  to  wit :  To  each  university  and  college  now  incorporated,  or 
which  may  be  incorporated  by  the  Legislature,  and  maintaining  at  least 
four  professors,  and  instructing  constantly  at  least  one  hundred  students, 
one  thousand  dollars ;  to  each  academy  and  female  seminary  now  incorpo- 
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rated,  or  which  may  be  incorporated  by  the  Legislature,  maintaining  one 
or  more  teachers,  capable  of  giving  instruction  in  the  Greek  and  Roman 
classics,  mathematics  and  English,  or  English  and  German  literature,  and 
in  which  at  least  fifteen  pupils  shall  constantly  be  taught  in  either  or  all  of 
the  branches  aforesaid,  three  hundred  dollars ;  to  each  of  said  academies 
and  female  seminaries,  where  at  least  tsventy-five  pupils  are  taught  as  afore- 
said, four  hundred  dollars  ;  and  to  each  of  said  academies  and  female  semi- 
naries having  at  least  two  teachers,  and  in  which  forty  or  more  pupils  are 
constantly  taught  as  aforesaid,  Jive  hundred  dollars ;  but  no  academy  in 
any  city  or  county  of  the  State,  where  a  university  or  college  is  established, 
and  receiving  the  appropriation  made  by  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive the  appropriation  made  by  this  act  for  the  benefit  of  academies ;  this 
section  to  continue  in  force  for  ten  years,  and  no  longer." 

Something  in  the  spirit  of  this  section  is  all  that  is  wanted  to  encournge 
sufficiently  the  interests  of  higher  education,  and  create  the  desired  bond 
of  union  between  common  school  and  college. 

CONCLUSION. 

Aristotle  tells  us  that  "All  who  have  meditated  upon  the  art  of  govern- 
ing mankind,  have  been  convinced  that  the  fate  of  empires  depends  upon 
the  education  of  youth."  Washington,  in  his  Farewell  Address,  asserts, 
that  "In  proportion  as  the  structure  of  a  government  gives  force  to  public 
opinion,  it  is  essential  that  public  opinion  shall  be  enlightened."  And  the 
good  founder  of  our  own  Commonwealth  declares,  "  That  which  makes 
a  good  constitution  must  keep  it,  viz:  Men  of  wisdom  and  virtue,  quali- 
ties that,  because  they  descend  not  with  worldly  inheritance,  must  be  care- 
fully propagated  by  a  virtuous  education  of  youth."  From  these  words 
of  wisdom  we  may  learn  that  the  one,  paramount  want,  in  a  country  like 
•ours,  is  men,  full-grown,  rightly-cultured  men.  Crown  with  choicest  lau- 
rels, then,  the  statesman  who  plants  and  fosters  institutions  that  supply 
this  want,  that  confer  the  blessings  of  a  broad,  generous  education  upon  a 
whole  people,  developing  whatever  of  talent  God  has  given  them  ;  for,  in 
doing  this,  he  has  left  nothing  undone  that  can  advance  their  interests, 
increase  their  prosperity,  render  their  liberties  more  secure,  promote  their 
happiness  or  enable  them  to  fill  a  high  position  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
With  such  men  a  nation  has  everything ;  without  them,  nothing. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent  of  Common  Schools. 
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STATISTICAL  STATEMENTS. 


STATEMENT  A. 

Showing  the  financial  condition  of  the  school  districts  of  the  Common- 
wealth, excluding  Philadelphia. 

RECEIPTS. 

From  collectors,  unseated  lands,  and  all  other  sources,  ex- 
clusive of  State  appropriation $5, 103, 327  07 

From  State  appropriation  for  1870 320, 124  58 

Total  receipts 6, 023,  451  65 

EXPENDITURES. 

Cost  of  instruction $3, 183,  418  86 

Fuel  and  contingencies 799,  275  48 

Cost   of  school  houses,  including  renting, 

repairing,  &c 3,  006, 194  41 

Total  expenditures 6,  988,  888  75 

Debt  of  districts 965,437  10 


6,988,888  75 


STATEMENT  13. 

Showing  the  condition  of  the  system  for  the  school  year  1871,  excluding 

Philadelphia. 

Whole  number  of  districts 2,  022 

Whole  number  of  schools 14,161 

Whole  number  of  pupils  in  attendance •     700,  040 

Average  attendance  of  pupils 495,  632 

Percentage  of  attendance .7-! 

Average  length  of  school  term 5  mos.  21  days. 

Average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil 98  cents. 

Whole  number  of  male  teachers 7,  640 

Whole  number  of  female  teachers S,  842 
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Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month $40  03 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month 31  12 

Cost  of  tuition 3,183,418  8G 

Fuel  and  contingencies 799,  275  48 

Total  cost  for  purchasing,  building,  renting  and  repairing 

houses 3.006,194  4L 

Total  expenditures  of  the  system  for  tuition,  fuel  and  houses,  G,  9S8,  888  75 

Total  State  appropriation 500,  000  00 

Total  State  appropriation  for  common  school  purposes,  ex- 
cluding County  Superintendents'  salaries 431,  339  00 

Average  number  of  mills  on  the  dollar,  school  tax 7  71 

Average  number  of  mills  on  the  dollar,  building  tax 5.58 

Amount  of  tax  levied 5,016,801   73 

Amount  of  tax  levied  and  State  appropriation 5,516,  801  73 


STATEMENT  C. 

Showing  the  school  statistics  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  year  ending  December 

31,  1870. 

Whole  number  of  school  houses 38 0 

Whole  number  of  schools,  counting  as  a  school  the  body  of 

pupils  under  one  permanent  teacher , .  1 ,  539 

Whole  number  of  male  teachers 80 

Whole  number  of  female  teachers 1,  459 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month $137  54 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month 43  40 

Whole  number  of  controllers 29 

Whole  number  of  directors 404 

Whole  number  of  pupils  registered 134, 574 

Wrhole  number  of  pupils  belonging  to  the  schools  at  the 

beginning  of  the  year 80,  891 

Whole  number  admitted  during  the  year 53,  683 

Whole  number  left  during  the  year 39,  079 

Whole  number  of  pupils  belonging  to  the  schools  at  the 

close  of  the  year 81,  854 

Average  attendance  of  pupils ,  71,  556 

Percentage  of  attendance  upon  the  whole  number  registered,  .537 
Percentage  of  attendance  upon  the  whole  number  belonging 

to  the  schools  at  the  end  of  the  year .874 

Total  cost  per  pupil  on  average  attendance  per  month. ...  $1  55 
c 
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Whole  amount  paid  for  salaries  of  teachers ... $743,  111  02 

Whole  amount  paid  for  lots,  houses,  additions  and  repairs,  380,  069  10 

Books,  stationery,  fuel  and  contingencies .  , 367,  849  46 

Total  amount  expended  for  school  purposes 1)491,  029  58 

Valuation  of  school  property 3,  315,  407  00 


STATEMENT  D. 

Showing  the  condition  of  the  system  for  the  school  year  1871,  in  compari- 
son with  its  condition  for  the  school  year  1870,  excluding  Philadelphia. 

Whole  number  of  school  districts  in  1 87 1 2,  022 

Do do do 1870 2,001 


Increase  in  1871 21 


Whole  number  of  schools  in  1871 14, 161 

Do do 1870    13,832 


Increase  in  1871 329 


Whole  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  in  1871 700,  040 

Do do do 1870 695.052 


Increase  in  1871 4,  988 


Average  attendance  of  pupils  in  1871 495,  632 

Do do ' 1870 484,912 


Increase  in  1871 10,  720 


Percentage  of  attendance  in  1871    .73 

Do do 1870 .698 

Increase  in  1871 .032 


Average  length  of  school  term  in  1871 5  mos.  21  days. 

Do .  ...do do 1870 ^ 5  mos.  21  days. 

Avei-ag-e  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil  in  1871 . .  .98 

Do do do do 1870 . .  .93 

■♦  

Increase  in  1871 '. .  .• .05 
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Whole  number  of  male  teachers  in  1871 
Do do do 1870. 


Increase  in  1871 


Whole  number  of  female  teachers  in  1871 
Do do do 1870 


Increase  in  1871 


Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month  in  1871 , 
Do do do 1870, 


Increase  in  1871 


Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month  in  1871. . 
Do do do 1870.. 


Increase  in  1871 


T, 

640 

»; 

358 

_ 

282 

8, 

842 

8, 

739 

103 

$4C 

i  03 

3< 

I  63 

40 

$31 

12 

3( 

1  55 

_57 

Total  cost  of  tuition  in  1871 $3,183,418  86 

Do do 1870 3, 010,  690  .33 


Increase  in  1871 172,728  53 

Fuel  and  contingencies  in  1871 $799,275  48 

Do do 1870 807,713  82 


Decrease  in  1871 8,438  34 

Total  cost  of  purchasing,  building,  renting  and  repairing 

school  houses  in  1871 $3,  006, 194  41 

Total  for  1870 2, 560, 137  42 


Increase  in  1871 446,056  99 

Total  expenditures  of  the  system  for  tuition,  building  pur- 
poses and  contingencies  in  1871 $6,  988,  888  75 

Total  in  1870 6,378,541  57 


Increase  in  1871 610,347   18 

Total  State  appropriation  for  1871 $500,  000  00 

Do do do 1870 500,000  00 

Total  State  appropriation  for  common  school  purposes,  in- 
cluding amount  paid  to  County  Superintendents,  and  in- 
cluding amount  paid  to  Philadelphia,  1871 $47S,  461  00 

Total  in  1870 ,  485,500  00 


Decrease  in  1871 ,  7, 039  00 
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Total  amount,  paid  for  salaries  of  County  Superintendents 

in  1871 $68,66100 

Total  in  1870 66,800  00 


Increase  in  1871 1,861  00 


Average  number  of  mills  on  the  dollar  school  tax  in  187 1 .  ..  7.71 

Do do do do 187,0..  7.76 


Decrease  in  1 87 1 .05 


Average  number  of  mills  on  the  dollar  building  tax  in  1871,  5 .58 

Do do do do 1870,  5.39 


Increase  in  1871 < .19 


Whole  amount  of  tax  levied  and  State  appropriation  in  1871,  $5,  516,  801   73 
Do do do do 1870,     5,231,049  86 


Increase  in  1S71 285,751  87 


Amount  of  tax  levied  in  districts  in  1871 $5,  016,  801  73 

Do do do 1870 4,731,049  86 


Increase  in  1871 285,751   87 


Amount  received   from  collectors,  including   State   appro- 
priation for  1870,  in  1871 $6,  023,  451   65 

Amount  received  in  1870 5,  618, 197  51 


Increase  in  1871 405,254  14 


STATEMENT  E. 

Showing  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  Philadelphia  for  the  school  year 
ending  December  31,  1870,  in  comparison  with  the  year  ending  December 
31,1869. 

Whole  number  of  schools  in  1870 1,  539 

Do do 1869 1,515 


Increase  in  1870 24 


Whole  number  of  male  teachers  in  1 870 80 

Do do do 1869 80 
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Whole  number  of  female  teachers  in  1870 1,  459 

Do do do 1S69 1,435 


Increase  in  1870 


Whole  number  of  pupils  registered  in  1870, 
Do do do 1869. 


Increase  in  1S70 


Whole  number  of  pupils  belonging  to  the  schools  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  3'ear,  in  1870 

Total  in  1869 


Increase  in  1870 


Whole  number  of  pupils  admitted  during  the  year  1S70. . 
Do do do do 1869.  . 


Decrease  in  1870 


Whole  number  of  pupils  left  during  the  year  1870. 
Do do do do 18G9, 


Increase  in  1870 


Whole  number  of  pupils  belonging  to  the  schools  at  the 

close  of  the  3Tear,  in  1870 

Total  in  1869 


Increase  in  1870 


Average  attendance  of  pupils  in  1870, 
Do do 1869. 


Increase  in   1870, 


Percentage  of  attendance  upon  the  whole  number  regis- 
tered in   1870 

Percentage  in   1869.., 

Percentage  of  attendance  upon  number  belonging  to  the 

schools  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  1870 

Percentage  in  1869 


Increase  in  1870, 


24 

1^4, 

574 

133, 

839 

735 

80. 

,891 

78. 

,967 

I, 

924 

Oo. 

,683 

54, 

,872 

1. 

,189 

39, 

,079 

39, 

,  036 

43 

81, 

.854 

81, 

,283 

571 

71, 

,556 
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527 
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.537 

.875 

.874 

.001 
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Total  cost  of  pupils  on  average  attendance  per  month  in  1870,  ..  $1  55 

Total  cost  in  13G9 154 


Increase  in  18T0 01 


Whole  amount  paid  for  salaries  of  teachers  in  1870 $743,  111  02 

Do do do 1869 734,725  48 


Increase  in  1870 8,  385  54 


Whole  amount  paid  for  lots,  buildings,  repairs  and  addi- 
tions in  1870 $380,  069  10 

Whole  amount  in  1SG9 205,  506  92 


Increase  in  1870 174,562  18 


Whole  amount  expended    for  books,  stationery,  fuel  and 

contingencies  in  1 870 $367,  849  46 

Whole  amount  in  1869 357,  512  23 


Increase  in  1870 10, 337  23 


Total  amount  expended  for  school  purposes  in  1870 $1,  491,  029  58 

Do do do 1869 1,297,744  63 


Increase  in  1870 193,  284  95 


STATEMENT  F. 

Showing  the  condition  of  the  system  for  the  school  year  1871,  in  comparison 
with  its  condition  for  the  school  year  1870,  including  Philadelphia. 

Whole  number  of  schools  in  1871 15,  700 

Do ..do 1870 14,212 


Increase  in  1871 1,  488 


Whole  number  of  teachers  in  1871 18,  021 

Do do 1870 17,612 


Increase  in  1871 409 
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Whole  number  of  pupils  registered  in  1871 834,  614 

Do do do 1870 828,  891 


Increase  in  1871 5,  723 


Average  attendance  of  pupils  in  1871 567, 188 

Do do do. ...1870 555,941 


Increase  in  1871  11,247 


Total  cost  of  tuition  in  1871 $3,  926,  529  88 

Do do 1870 3,745,415  81 


Increase  in  1871 181,114  07 


Total  cost  of  fuel  and  contingencies  in  1871 $1, 167, 124  94 

Do do do 1870 1,165,226  05 


Increase  in  1871 1,  898  89 


Total  cost  for  building,  purchasing  and  renting  houses  in 

1871 $3,  386,  263  51 

Total  in  1870 2,  765,  644  34 


Increase  in  187 1 620,  619  17 


Total  expenditures  of  the  S3'stem  for  tuition,  building,  rent- 
ing, purchasing  and  repairing  houses,  fuel,  contingencies, 
&c,  in  1871 . $8,479,918  33 

Total  in  1870 7,  676,  286  20 


Increase  in  1871 803,  632  h 
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STATEMENT  G. 

Valuation  of  School  Properly. 


Adams  count}'. 
Armstrong..  . . 

Allegheny 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester 

Clearfield 

Clarion 

Clinton 

Columbia 

Crawford 

Cumberland.. . 

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Elk., 

Erie 

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon.. 

Indiana 

Jefferson  .... 

Juniata 

Lancaster. .  . . 
Lawrence .... 


$118,825  I 
199,600  ; 
2,259,347  I 
150,071  | 
110,421  ■; 
537,378 
164,350 
207,060 
223, 326 
110,507 
167,550 

11,300 
152,700 
151,475 
398,110 
104,772 

73,700 
106,600 

95,300 
370,855 
219,450 
502,940 
247,800 

48,200 

393,100 

198,102 

19,500 

174,100 
29,  700 

100,833 

111,350 

156,200 
95,106 
72,665 

484,419 

126,800 


Lebanon  county \ 

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

M'Kean 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Montour 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Northampton 

Northumberland 

Perry 

Pike 

Potter 

Philadelphia 3 

Schuylkill 

Somerset 

Snyder - 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 

Westmoreland 

Wyoming 

York 


;141,500 
681,696 

784,930 

279,392 

44,500 

235,600 

69,725 

66, 827 

53,988 

304,050 

387, 800 

211,270 

87,000 

24,000 

5'.),  750 

,315,407 

516,070 

101,673 

61,686 

27,500 

165,513 

140,535 

70,287 

200, 325 

95,101 

238, 000 

120,600 

302,000 

43,000 

230,387 


16,S89,624 
Valuation  for  1870 15,  837, 183 


Increase 1,052,441 
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STATEMENT  II. 

Showing  the  expenditures  of  the  Department  for  the  General  System. 

State  appropriation  for  the  school  year  ending  June,  1871,       $500,  000  00 

Paid  Philadelphia $95,  387  66 

Allentown 1,  S4G  70 

Altoona 1,U08  31 

Chester  city 1,109  79 

Easton 1,538  13 

Erie 1,868  53 

Harrisburg  < 2,  412  51 

Hyde  Park 1,  201   83 

Meadville 1,161  12 

Pittsburg 10,  309  66 

Pottsville 1,358  77 

Scranton 2.  003  64 

Williamsport 2,  152  91 

Wilkesbarre 770  54 

York ..".'..  1,487  98 

Salaries  of  County  Superintendents 68,  661  00 

Normal  schools 15,  000  00 

Lincoln  University 2,  500  00 

Paid  non-accepting  school  districts,  per  act  of 

April  9,  1868 4,  039  59 

215,818  67 


DO 


284,181 

Add  unexpended  balance  of  1870 1,  225  S3 

Add  forfeited  appropriation  of  1869 1 ,  085  50 


Amount  apportioned  among  the  districts 286,  492  66 


This  sum  has  been  appropriated  to  the  schools  of  the  State  as  follows  : 
Of  the  2,002  districts,  1,926  have  been  paid  the  State  appro- 
priation, at  the  rate  of  48  cents  per  taxable §269,  227  42 

Seventy-two  are  yet  unpaid  for  cause IS,  684  26 

Four  non-accepting  districts 207  8 1 
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EXPENDITURES   FOR   TUB    CORNPLANTER   INDIANS. 

Amount  of  appropriation  for  1871 $100  00 

Paid  for  three  months'  teaching-,  at  $24  per  month $12  00 

Paid  for  books 2  35 

Paid  balance  due  for  teaching  last  year , 22  66 

97  01 

Unexpended  balance 2  99 


STATEMENT  I. 

Showing  the  expenditures  of  the  Department  for  its  own  support. 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  SALARIES. 

Salary  of  Superintendent,  as  per  act  April  6,  1S70 $2,  500  00 

Do . . ,  .  Deputy  Superintendent do 1 ,  800  00 

Do three  clerks,  at  $1,400  each do 4,200  00 

Do ... .  Messenger » do 900  00 


9,400  00 


By  payment  in  full 9,  400  00 


APPROPRIATIONS    FOR   INCIDENTALS. 

Stationery  and  blank  books $300  00 

Postage,  telegrams  and  expressage 1 ,  000  00 

For  cleaning  office  and  miscellaneous  expenses 

For  packing  and  distributing  documents 

For  traveling  expenses 

For  engraving  warrants,  &c 

For  publishing  and  circulating  among  the  school  officers  of  the 
State,  the  official  decisions  and  instructions  of  the  Department, 


By  amount  expended : 

For  stationery  and  blank  books $298  92 

For  postage,  telegrams  and  expressage 1,  000  19 

For  cleaning  office  and  miscellaneous 281  33 

For  packing  and  distributing  documents 783  09 


300 

00 

800 

00 

600 

00 

175 

00 

2, 

,100 

00 

5, 

275 

00 
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For  engraving  warrants,  &c $83  50 

For  publishing  and  circulating  among  the  school  officers  of  the 

State,  the  official  decisions  and  instructions  of  the  Department,  2,100  00 

Traveling  expenses - 600  00 

5,147  03 

Unexpended  balance 127  97 


STATEMENT  J. 

Showing  the  estimates  of  appropriations  needed  for  the  General  System  and 
the  School  Department  for  1873. 

FOR  THE  GENERAL  SYSTEM. 

For  common  schools,  including  those  of  Philadelphia,  and 

salaries  of  County  Superintendents $750,  000  00 

For  Normal  schools,  to  be  appropriated  on  the  same  condi- 
tions as  those  imposed  by  appropriation  act  of  1868 18,  000  00 

For  expenses  of  the  superintendents  and  of  the  principals  of 
State  Normal  schools,  iu  attending  the  annual  examinations 
of  said  schools 250  00 

For  Lincoln  University 2, 500  00 


FOR    THE    SCHOOL   DEPARTMENT. 

For  salaries $11,  700  00 

For  engraving  and  printing  warrants 200  00 

For  stationery  and  blank  books 300  00 

For  postage,  telegraphing  and  expressage 1,  200  00 

For  cleaning  rooms  and  miscellaneous  expenses 300  00 

For  packing  and  distributing  documents 1,  000  00 

For  traveling  expenses,  on  official  business 600  00 

For  publishing  and  circulating  official  decisions  and  instruc- 
tions    2, 300  00 

Total 17,  600  00 
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STATEMENT  K. 
Showing  the  amount  of  State  aptpropriation  paid  to  the  State  Normal  Schools. 

FIRST    DISTRICT. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1871 $15,  000  00 


SECOND   DISTRICT. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  18G1 $5,  0G0  00 

Do do 1S63 5,000  00 

Do do 1865 5,000  00 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  I860 800  00 

Do do 1867 ,  850  00 

Do do 180S 1,000  00 

Do do 18G9 1,500  00 

Do do 1870 1,300  00 

Do do 1871 1,900  00 

Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers,  as  teachers,  in  1866 179  00 

Do    do do 1807 193  00 

Do do do 1868 132  00 

Do do do 1869 155  00 

Do do do 1870 181   00 

Appropriations  for  other  students,  as  teachers,  in  1866 3,  330  50 

Do do do 1867 3,365  80 

Do do do 1868 3,981  00 

Do do do 1869 4.  895  00 

Do do do 1870 4,980  50 

Appropriations  for  library  and  apparatus  in  1S66 353  62 

Do do do 1868 79  30 

Do do do 1869 157  40 

Do do do....  1870 47  77 


44,980  89 


THIRD    DISTRICT. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1867 $5,  000  00 

Do do 1868 5,000  00 

Do do "...1869 5,000  00 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  1868 300  00 

Do do 1869 700  00 

Do do 1870 500  00 

Do do 1871      300  00 
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Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers,  as  teachers,  in  186T. 

Do do do 1808. 

Appropriation  for  other  students,  as  teachers,  in  1866. . 

Do do do 1867.. 

Do do do 1868.. 

Do do do 1809. 

Do do do 1870., 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  in  i860 

Do do do 1868 

Do do do 1869 

Do do do..  ..  1870 


$14  CO 

34 

00 

330 

50 

862 

10 

558 

50 

80+ 

50 

1,105 

00 

353 

62 

79 

30 

157 

40 

47 

77 

21,146 

69 



FIFTH     DISTRICT. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1863 $5,  000  00 

Do do 1864 5,000  00 

Do do 1865 5,000  00 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in   1866 650  00 

Do do 1867 850  00 

Do do 1868 1,400  00 

Do do 1869 850  00 

Do do 1870 850  00 

Do do 1871 1,500  00 

Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers,  as  teachers,  in  1867.  .  .  .  125  00 

Do , do do 1868 112  00 

Do do do 1869 126  00 

Do do do 1870 98  00 

Appropriation  for  other  students,  as  teachers,  in  1866 7  72  00 

Do do do 18(57 1,472  00 

Do do do 1868 1,026  50 

Do do do 1869 1,299  50 

Do do do 1870 1,481  00 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  in  180(1 353  62 

Do do do  ....  1808 79  30 

Do do do   ...1869 157  40 

Do ...do do 1870 47   77 

28,250  09 
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SIXTH   DISTRICT. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1860 $5,  000  00 

Do do 1870 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in   1870 

Do do 1871 

Appropriation  for  students,  as  teachers,  in  1 869 

Do do do 1870 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  in  1868 

Do do do 1869 

Do do do 1870 


10, 

,000 

00 

400 

00 

500 

00 

417 

00 

600 

50 

79 

30 

157 

40 

47 

77 

17 

,201 

97 

TWELFTH    DISTRICT. 


Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1861 

Do do 1862 

Do do 1863 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  1866 

Do do 1867 

Do do 1868 

Do do 1869 

Do. do 1870 

Do do 1871 

Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers,  as  teachers,  in   1866. 

Do do do 1867. 

Do.. do do 1868. 

Do ....do do 1869. 

Do do do 1870. 

Appropriation  for  other  students,  as  teachers,  in  1866. . . 

Do do do 1867    .. 

Do do do 1868 .. . 

Do do do 1869.  .. 

Do do do 1870... 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  in  1866 

Do do do 1868 

Do do do 1869 

Do do do 1870 


$5, 

,000  00 

5- 

,000  00 

5: 

,000  00 

300  00 

250  CO 

550  00 

250  00 

850  00 

950  00 

150  50 

266  00 

110  00 

140  00 

187  00 

2. 

,054  00 

1, 

,824  59 

1, 

,719  50 

2, 

,077  60 

2; 

,068  50 

353  52 

79  30 

157  40 

47  77 

29 

,385  68 

. 
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\ 

LINCOLN    UNIVERSITY. 

Appropi'iation  for  graduates  in  18*70 $150  00 

Do for  disabled  soldiers,  as  teachers,  in  1870. ...  38  00 

Do for  students,  as  teachers,  in  1867 8G7  00 

Do do do 18G8 015  00 

Do do do 1870 471  50 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  in  18C7 G33  00 

Do.:... do do 1868 ....  1,885  00 

Do do do 1870 1,840  50 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1869 2,  500  00 


9,000  00 


APPROPRIATIONS   PAID    TO  ASSIST    SCHOOLS   TO  OBTAIN    RECOGNITION  AS  STATE 

NORMAL    SCHOOLS. 

For  the  Seventh  district,  in  1871 $15,000  00 

For  the  Tenth  district,  in  1869,  1870,  1871 15,  000  00 

30.000  00 

Total  amount  paid $194,  965  32 

Balance  of  appropriation  not  yet  paid  : 

For  aid  to  Ninth  district $15,  000  00 

General  appropriation,  1871 12,  350  00 

27,350  00 


Total  amount  appropriated 222,  315  32 


STATEMENT  L. 

Shojving  what  has  been  done  under  the  law  of  1868,  relative  to  Non-accept- 
ing School  Districts. 

The  following  districts  having  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
have  been  paid,  in  addition  to  the  regular  annual  appropriations : 
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COUNTIES.  DISTRICTS. 

lierks District 

Bedford Southampton 

Jefferson Barnett 

Lancaster West  Cocalico J ,  855   1 1 

M'Kean Wetmore 

Northumberland Cameron '. 

Do lackson 

Do Jordan 

Do Mahanoy,  Upper 

Do Mahanoy,  Lower 

Do Washington 

Somerset Conemaugh 

Schuylkill Brunswick,  West 

Do Mahantango,  Upper 

Do Penn,  West 

Westmoreland Ligonier  borough , 

Wyoming Falls , 

Do Tunkhannock 

York Manheiin 1,247  37 


AMOUNTS. 

$560 

35 

907 

86 

217 

53 

J ,  855 

11 

3G 

74 

395 

74 

748 

02 

819 

73 

648 

63 

806 

43 

719 

01 

929 

45 

356 

58 

533 

70 

356 

58 

151 

70 

457 

62 

651 

69 

Mahanoy,  Little,  in  Northumberland  county,  has  complied  with  the  law 
and  will  soon  be  entitled  to  $345  26  in  addition  to  the  annual  appropria- 
tion. 

The  following  districts  have  not  yet  put  schools  in  operation  under  the 
system,  but  efforts  have  been  made  in  all  to  do  so,  with  considerable  hope 
of  success: 

COUNTIES.  DISTRICTS.  AMOUNTS. 

Beaver Harmony $486  96 

Wyoming Overfield 24146 

Do Washington 728  47 
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STATEMENT  M. 


Showing  the  number  of  Permanent  Certificates  granted. 


Adams  county. 
Allegheny  .... 
Armstrong. .  . . 

Beaver , 

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester 

Clarion 

Columbia 

Clearfield 

Clinton 

Crawford 

Cumberland 

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon 

Indiana 

Jefferson 

Juniata 


184 

6 
7 
5 
23 
10 
9 


7  1  Lancaster  county §j 


3 
30 
14 
42 


Lawrence 

Lebanon 

Lehigh.  . 

Luzerne . 

Lycoming 22 

M'Kean 0 

Mercer g 

15  1  Mifflin \\  n 

2  I  Monroe . 


Montgomery j  >r 

0  I  Montour .      4 

12    Northampton jg 

!    Northumberland 

Perry 

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill ' 

Snyder 

Somerset 

6    Sullivan ti 

14    Susquehanna 

3  I  Tioga 

0    Union 


2 
10 

0 
12 

3 


16 
3 
3 


6 

2 
3 
4 
17 
7 
1 
0 
4 
2 
7 

13 

11 


Venango 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 4 

Westmoreland §4 

Wyoming G 

2  I  York 


Total. 


34 


818 
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Number  of  directors  I S55  H     KB     ri  Jii-tri 

:i. I 


| 

^ 


■& 


?:- 


No.  of  public  exami- 
nations held. 


^ 


-^ 


8  s 


g 

e 

s 
o 


e 

o 
o 


o 


No.  in  which  the  Bi 
ble  is  read. 


No.  in  which  books 
are  uniform. 


No.  well  classified. 


Graded  daring  yea 

Number  graded. 
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schools. 

No.  of  academies  and 
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Number  of  private 
ungraded  schools. 

No.  ed.  meet's  held 
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county  institute. 

No.  who  attended 
district  institutes. 
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THIRTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TnE 


STATEMENT  P.— Showing  the  Statistics  of  Normal  Schools. 


feeond   District, 
Edw'd  Brooks, 
Millersville, 
Lancaster  co. 

Twelfth  District, 
Jos.  a.  Cooper, 
Edinboro',  Erie 

Kul/.town, 
Berks  county.. 

Fifth  District, 
Charles  H.  Ver- 
i- i  11,  Mansfield, 
Tioga  county. . 
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History  : — 

1S59. 

4,603 

2,412 

123 

76 

3) 

5 

1 

2 

9 

1S6I. 

1,275 

1,083 

35 

47 

1S62.         18G6. 

1,240             1,198 

1,422                363 

62                  33 

81                    3 

1                    4 

i 

1S69. 

308 

233 

10 

9 

Total  number  of  mala  students  since 

8.C24 

Total  nurabedK  female  students  since 
recognition 

Total  number  of  males  graduated  in 
elomentary  c  turse.0 

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in 

5,513 
253 
21« 

Total  number  of  males  graduated  in 

3* 

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in 
Total  number  of  males  graduated  in 

Total  number   of  females   graduated 

1 

6 

1 

1  

2 

Total  No.  of  males  who  have  received 

State  certificates  without  graduating 

Total  No.of  females  who  have  received 

1 

4 

1 

U 

1 

1 

Total  number  of  males  who  havo  re- 

Total  11  utuber  ofrfemales  who  have  re- 
ceived State  aid  as  graduates 

Professors  : — 
No.  of  male  professors  and  tutors.... 

Average  nu.aber  of  clashes  taught  by 

96 
03 

12 
9 

6 
.45 

560 

321 
4S0 
267 

SO 

67 

32 

16 

6 

3) 
34 

4 
5 

a 

.45 

306 

29) 

226 

212 

81 

87 

13 

7 

39 
76 

6 
6 

6 
.45 

183 

ITS 
112 

110 

77 
6S 

15 

16 

31 
2 

6 
3 

7 
.45 

281 

6S 

197 

18 

84 

50 

4 
2 
4 

10 
8 

7 
4 

8 
.40    .... 

196 

1S1 

SS 

at 

32 

Stcdbxts  : — 
Number  of  malo  students  for  the  past 

169 

133 
134 

93 
35 

40 

6 
5 

1,505 

Number  of  female  students  for  the 

1,002 

No.  of  male  students  in  Normal  Bohool, 

No.  of  female do do 

No.  of  male  students  in  Model  school, 

No.  of  female do do 

Number  of  males  graduated  in  ele- 

Number  of  females  graduated  in  ele- 

1,149 
700 
357 
302 

79 

4C 

Number  of  males  graduated  in  scien- 

1* 

Number  of  females  graduated  in  >c:- 

1T umber  of  males  graduated  in  classi- 

Nuuibni  of  females  graduated  in  clas- 

1 

28 

16 

359 

197 

23 

15 

2 

1 

N umber  of  males,  graduates, who  in- 
Number  of  females,  graduates,   who 

12 

7 

114 

» 

1! 

7 

14 
16 
34 
30 
15 
15 

4 
2 
62 
40 
4 
2 

6 
4 
22 
16 
6 
4 
I 

01 
4* 

Number  of  males  who  have  received 
Number  of  females  who  have  received 
■umber  <>f  males  who  have  received 

Number  of  females  who  have  received 
a  J  from  the  State  as  graduates 

Bo    of  males  who  have  received  State 
certificates  without  graduating 

No.of  females  who  have  received  State 

571 

418 

69 

48 

S 

ccrtincates  wimou   Oidaiiauo0  ••«. 
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STATEMENT   P— Continued. 


Libraries  : — 

Date  of  recognition 

Whole  Xo   of  volumes  in  libraries, 
V'umber  added  during  the  year 
Mnmber  of  reviews  and  periodicals 

taken  


Value  of  Property  : — 
Value  of  buildings  and  grounds 

Value  of  furniture 

Value  of  libraries 

Value  of  musical  instruments  .. 

Value  of  apparatus 

Value  of  all  other  property..   .. 


Debts  : — 

Amount  secured  by  judgment  on 
property 

Amount  of  floating  debt 

Amouut  of  stock  held  by  indi- 
viduals  

Expbnses  for  Improvements  :— 
For  building,  repairs,  painting,  &c 
On  grounds,  fences,  shrubbery,  &c 

For  furniture 

For  insurance  of  buildings 

For  discharge  of  debt 

For  interest  on  debt 

For  musical  instruments 

For  apparatus 

For   increase   of  library,  periodi- 

sals,  &c 


Students'  Expenses  : — 
Tuition  per  year  in  Normal  school. 
Tuition  per  year  in  Modei  school 

Board  per  week.. 

Incidental  expanses,  (per  term) 

Income  : — 

Balance  as  per  last  report 

From  tuition  in  Normal  school | 

From  tuition  in  Model  school 

From  room  rent 

Freui  board  of  pupils 

From  State  appropriation .... 
From  bequests,  gratuities,  &c 
From  all  other  sources 


Total  income. 


Expenditures  : — 
Total  for  salaries  of  professors  and 

teachers 

Total  for  salaries  of  other  officers. 

Total  for  board,  washing,  &c 

Total  for  servants'  hire,  &c 

Total,  as  above,  for  improvements, 
Total  other  expenses 

Total  expenditures 


149,819  74 
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THIRTY-EIGHTn  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


Number  vrho  have  received  the  de- 
gree of  LL.  D.  in  current  year.... 

Number  who  have  received  the  de- 
gree of  D.  D.  in  current  year 

Number  who  have  received  the  de- 
gree of  A.  B.  or  A.  M.,  Honoris 
Causa,  in  current  year 

Irregular  or  in  partial  course 

Number  graduated  in  1S70 

Number  of  Seniors 

Number  of  Juuiors 

Number  of  Sophomores 

Number  of  Freshmen 

Number  in  preparatory  department, 

Number  preparing  to  become  teach- 
ers   

Whole  number  of  students 

Average  length  of  recitations  iu 
minutes 

Average  number  classes  taught  by 
each  per  day 

Number  of  Professors  and  Tutors. . . 
Total  number  of  graduates 

Date  of  foundation 
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Increase  in   endowment   fund,  or 


other  property  during  year.... 


Income  from  invested  funds,  rents, 
&c,  during  year 


Income  from  tuition  during  year, 


Amount  expended    for  buildings 
and  repairs  during  year 
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la 
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O 
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Cost  of  servants'  hire,  fuel,  print- 
ing, &c 


Cost  of  instruction  during  year.. 


Amount   expended   for  apparatus 
during  year 


Value  of  apparatus. 


Number  of  reviews  and  periodicals 
taken  


No.  of  volumes  added  during  year, 


Number  of  volumes  in  Library.. 


Estimated  total  yearly  expense. 


Cost  of  board  per  week. 


Cost  of  tuition  per  year. 
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COUNTY    SUPERINTENDENTS 


ADAMS  COUNTY.— J.  Howard  Wert. 

Educational  Beading. — During  the  time  of  my  regular  examinations  I 
framed  several  of  my  questions  in  ;'  the  theory  of  teaching,"  for  the  pur- 
pose of  drawing  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  necessity  of  teachers  read- 
ing, and  especially  of  reading  on  their  profession.  As  the  result  of  these 
inquiries  I  ascertained  that  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  applicants 
examined  during  June,  July,  August  and  September,  fifty-five  claimed  to 
be  subscribers  to  the  School  Journal,  or  regular  or  occasional  readers  of 
the  same.  Ninety-six  had  read  on  the  subject  of  teaching,  whilst  but  fifty- 
nine  were  able  to  mention  a  list  of  valuable  books  or  general  subjects  read 
during  the  preceding  year.  Fifty-three  were  subscribers  to  one  or  more 
periodicals,  but  many  were  young  persons  who,  although  not  themselves 
subscribers,  had  access  to  periodicals  at  home. 

One  young  lady  had  not  read  anything  during  the  past  }rear.  I  was  not 
surprised,  as  a  consequence,  to  find  that  she  had  never  discovered  any  defects 
in  her  teaching.  Twenty-six  other  applicants  examined  were  like  the  young 
lady  mentioned  above — under  the  impression  that  their  methods  and  per- 
fection were  synonymous  terms. 

I  was  pleased  last  winter  to  find  that  of  one  hundred  and  sixty -one  schools, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  were  taught  by  teachers  who  had  read  upon 
the  subject  of  teaching.  I  have  had  the  pleasure,  during  the  past  ei°-ht 
months,  of  forwarding  more  than  fifty  subscriptions  to  the  School  Journal, 
from  teachers  and  directors  of  the  county.  I  hope  before  the  new  school 
year  elapse  every  board  in  the  county  will  avail  itself  of  the  privilege  which 
the  law  grants  it. 

School  Boom  Decorations. — In  this  I  have  noticed  a  more  decided  ad- 
vancement in  one  year,  than  in  any  other  particular.  Of  one  hundred  and 
1  School  Rep. 
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fort}'-four  schools  visited,  ninety-three  had  mottoes  of  some  kind,  quite  a 
number  being  manufactured  expressly  for  the  teacher,  and  of  very  chaste 
design.  Eighty-two  were  more  or  less  decorated  in  other  ways  with  ever- 
greens, wreathings,  flowers,  &c.  Some  of  them  were  admirable,  exhibiting 
much  taste  and  labor  on  the  part,  both  of  teacher  and  the  pupils  assisting  ; 
fifty-nine  of  these  might  be  characterized  as  finely  decorated  ;  in  some  cases 
transforming  what  was  without  a  repulsive  building,  into  a  cozy,  home-like 
room  within.  In  eight}'-four,  the  stoves  were  nicely  blacked;  the  remainder 
were  of  all  shades,  from  a  grizzly  grey  to  a  fiery  red. 

I  feel  confident  that  during  the  school  year  just  ended  the  schools  of  the 
county  have  improved  fully  fifty  per  cent,  in  neatness  over  the  schools  of 
the  previous  year.  I  attribute  a  part  of  the  result  to  the  fact,  that  in  my 
certificate  for  the  year  I  appended  to  the  notation  in  the  branches  on  the 
provisional  certificate,  a  notation  in  neatness  in  the  case  of  all  who  had 
taught  the  preceding  year. 

The  same  improvement  was  noticeable  in  the  manner  in  which  the  regis- 
ters were  kept.  Of  one  hundred  and  six  seen,  but  twenty  were  liable  to 
the  charge  of  being  dirty  or  carelessly  kept,  a  considerable  improvement  on 
the  preceding  j'ear ;  whilst  I  have  marked  in  my  memorandum,  fifty-nine 
as  being  neatly  kept.  A  few  registers  seen,  were  a  disgrace  to  the  teachers 
holding  them. 

I  would  emphatically  recommend  to  boards  of  directors  a  more  careful 
supervision  of  the  condition  of  the  register,  and  pecuniary  punishment  in 
case  of  gross  carelessness.  I  found  four  registers  in  which  the  orthography 
appeared  to  be  based  on  a  new  method  not  yet  in  general  use. 

For  the  credit  of  the  county  I  forbear  giving  examples.  One  teacher 
had  a  very  excellent  sentiment  conspicuousl}'  displayed  to  the  school,  in 
the  following  form  :  "  Waist  no  time." 

As  the  matter  of  attention  to  neatness  and  school  room  decoration  is  de- 
rided by  many  as  puerile,  I  will  briefly  state  a  few  things  which  have  come 
under  my  observation,  as  teacher  and  superintendent. 

1st.  A  school  room  kept  as  neat,  and  as  nicely  decorated  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  permit,  has  a  powerful  influence  in  the  plastic  minds  of 
the  young  in  forming  habits  which  will  be  of  the  highest  advantage  through 
life.  "  Despise  not  the  day  of  little  things — just  as  the  twig  is  bent,  the 
tree's  inclined." 

2d.  Any  teacher  can  govern  more  easily  and  more  readily  incite  the  mind 
to  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  in  a  neat,  cozy,  home-like  room,  than  in  a 
filthy  pen,  or  a  bare,  repulsive  dungeon. 

3d.  In  nearly  every  case,  if  the  teacher  manifests  sufficient  interest  in  his 
situation  to  make  it  a  place  of  beauty,  he  will  incite  the  interest  and  secure 
the  co-operation  of  the  community.     His   room  will  be  more  frequently 
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visited  by  patrons.  I  could  give  a  number  of  forcible  illustrations  of  this, 
that  came  under  my  observation  last  winter,  did  space  permit. 

4th.  Some  teachers  sa}r  I  would  decorate  my  room  and  keep  it  very  neat 
if  I  had  a  good  house,  but  this  miserable  pen — .  Is  your  board  sluggish  ? 
Is  your  house  out  of  repair,  or  is  a  new  one  badly  needed?  There  is  no 
surer  way  of  inciting  them  to  action  than  by  showing  the  contrast  between 
your  work  and  theirs.  I  was  sorry  to  ascertain  that  in  one  case  a  gentle- 
man, whose  scholars,  in  attempting  to  decorate  the  room,  were  said  to  have 
trespassed  upon  some  unenclosed  pine  land,  found  himself  confronted  by 
a  law-suit. 

Salaries  and  Terms. — In  neither  has  there  been  any  material  change 
through  the  county  during  the  school  year.  The  average  of  the  former  still 
continues  to  be  about  thirty  dollars ;  of  the  latter,  five  months.  I  grieve 
that  in  a  number  of  districts  there  are  indications  of  a  reduction  of  one  or 
both  for  the  ensuing  year. 

EDUCATIONAL  WORK  DONE  BY  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations. — I  held  twenty-nine  public  examinations  from  June  18, 
to  October  1,  1870,  yet  was  obliged  at  various  times  to  examine  twenty- 
three  persons  privately.  In  all  two  hundred  and  four  applicants  were  ex- 
amined, of  whom  thirty-three  were  rejected. 

The  public  examinations  were  attended  by  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
directors  and  a  large  number  of  citizens.  In  some  localities  from  fifty  to 
one  hundred  were  present  during  nearly  the  entire  day.  In  examining,  a 
combination  of  the  oral  and  written  methods  was  used.  A  greater  number 
of  applicants  examined  were  deficient  in  orthography  and  United  States 
history  than  in  any  other  branches.  All  who  had  taught  the  preceding  jTear 
were  marked  in  "  Neatness"  and  "  Order." 

School  Visitations. — During  the  school  year  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  schools  of  the  county  were  visited.  To 
these  schools  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  visits  were  made.  Of  the 
eighteen  schools  unvisited,  seven  were  taught  by  teachers  of  long  expe- 
rience and  high  standing  in  the  profession,  whose  schools  had  been  previ- 
ously visited.  I  was  desirous  of  visiting  the  remaining  eleven,  but  was 
prevented  in  various  ways. 

Menallen  still  carries  the  banner  of  the  county,  as  it  has  done  for  years 
past.  There  are  many  districts,  the  teachers  and  directors  of  which  would 
be  immeasurably  benefited  by  dismissing  their  schools  for  a  time  and 
making  a  tour  to  Menallen  township  ;  the  time  would  not  be  lost.  Perhaps 
they  would  catch  something  of  the  spirit  of  the  district.  Menallen  had 
one  school  last  winter  quite  a  contrast  to  the  remaining  ten.     The  room 
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was,  when  I  visited  it,  the  most  filthy  of  any  I  saw  in  the  county.  The 
schools  of  Butler  come  next  to  Menallen.  The  majority  of  the  schools  in 
Hamilton,  Huntingdon,  Latimore,  Straban  and  Freedom,  also  deserve  com- 
mendation ;  those  districts  coming  next  to  Menallen  and  Butler.  But  we 
cannot  particularize. 

I  found  noble,  energetic  teachers  in  everjr  district  which  I  visited.  As 
a  general  rule  the  borough  and  village  schools  do  not  evince  that  superi- 
ority to  the  rural  schools  which  would  naturally  be  anticipated.  In  several 
cases  they  are  decidedly  inferior  to  exclusively  rural  schools  in  the  same 
district.  As  far  as  I  could  judge  of  the  relative  merits  of  the  different 
schools  visited,  I  have  placed  the  school  of  J.  Curtis  Hildebrand,  of  East 
Berlin,  as  the  best  graded  high  school  in  the  county;  that  of  Mrs.  Ollie  J. 
Peters,  of  Bendersville,  as  the  best  primary  graded  school,  and  that  of  Miss 
II.  Beccie  Day,  of  Menallen,  as  the  best  ungraded  school. 

During  my  visitations  I  have  taken  very  copious  notes,  not  only  on 
everything  connected  with  the  school  and  the  methods  of  the  teacher,  but, 
also,  on  any  subjects  suggested  collaterally. 

As  I  wish  to  make  my  report  not  merely  an  epitome  of  dry  figures,  but 
something  of  practical  value,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  a  few  suggestions  and 
thoughts  based  upon  these  notes.  Some  of  them  have  already  been  pre- 
sented at  educational  meetings  and  in  the  Normal  school  "practical  talks." 

1st.  One  great  idea  that  has  been  the  basis  of  nearly  all  my  educational 
talking  for  the  past  year  is  the  necessity  of  school  visitation. 

TVe  have  too  little  of  it  by  patrons,  far  too  little  by  directors,  and  most 
important  of  all,  too  little  by  teachers  themselves.  I  found  registers,  in 
which  the  column  of  visitors'  names  was  each  month  filled  to  overflowing. 
They  were  live  schools.  I  found  registers  in  which,  for  years,  there  were 
not  even  five  visitors'  names  per  annum. 

The  contrast  was  easily  observed.  Patrons,  citizens, — all  interested  in 
the  weal  of  our  common  community  and  our  common  schools,  which  are 
moulding  the  community  of  the  future,  should  visit  our  schools,  and  place 
themselves  in  S3'mpath}r  with  those  who,  in  their  humble  spheres  day  by 
day,  are  forming  the  nation. 

Teachers  should  invite  and  welcome  such  visitations.  Directors,  to  whose 
care  the  schools  are  given,  should  have  a  regular  system  of  visitation. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  this  is  well  carried  out  in  some  of  our  districts, 
but  not  in  all. 

Teachers  will  find  visits  to  fellow-teachers  one  of  the  best  schools  they 
can  find.  Visit  for  one  day  a  good  live  teacher,  who  has  won  for  himself 
a  deserved  pre-eminence  in  his  profession,  and  who  has  labored  in  the  same 
sphere  with  jourself,  has  struggled  with  the  same  difficulties  which  harass 
you,  and  has  triumphantly  overcome,  then  return  to  your  own  room.     You 
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have  gained  more  of  the  true  theory  of  teaching  than  if  you  had  spent  a 
week  pouring  over  the  printed  theories  of  some  great  professor. 

2d.  Without  regard  to  the  fact  that  I  bring  to  the  ears  of  some,  "  certain 
strange  things,"  I  will  say,  emphatically,  that  the  prevailing  prejudice 
against  female  teachers,  so  dominant  in  certain  sections,  has  foundation  in 
neither  reason  nor  facts.  At  one  of  our  examinations  I  heard  a  citizen 
vociferously  insisting  that  K  the}'  wanted  a  man  teacher  for  their  school — 
none  of  them  women  teachers."  What  are  the  facts: — Menallen  and  But- 
ler— head  and  shoulders  in  advance  of  the  rest  of  the  county — employ 
almost  exclusively  "  them  women  teachers."  If  our  "  citizen"  friend  and 
others  of  the  same  belief,  still  doubt  whether  "  any  good  thing  can  come 
out  of  Nazareth,"  we  invite  them  "to  come  and  see."  As  the  result  of 
close  observation,  I  would  say  that  our  female  teachers  have  averaged  for 
two  years  past  a  greater  amount  of  success  than  our  male  teachers.  One 
reason  is  quite  obvious.  Although  we  have  many  competent  and  success- 
ful male  teachers  they  seldom  give  their  whole  attention  to  the  work  or 
continue  long  at  it.  It  is  only  made  the  stepping  stone  to  a  more  lucrative 
profession. 

3d.  In  many  of  our  more  thickly  settled  rural  districts  a  graded  high 
school  could  be  introduced  with  great  advantage.  It  should  be  placed  about 
midway  between  two  crowded  buildings,  and  used  for  the  more  advanced 
of  either. 

I  will  mention  two  localities  in  which  one  of  these  buildings  could  be 
made  a  success. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  Chambersburg  pike,  in  Franklin  township,  and  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Baltimore  pike,  in  Mount  Joy  township. 

4th.  School  House  Locations. — More  care  should  be  exercised  in  the  choice 
of  these.  Many  are  inconveniently  located,  and  comparatively  few  have 
the  necessary  amount  of  enclosed  grounds,  the  property  of  the  school  board. 
In  the  matter  of  securing  proper  and  sufficient  grounds,  the  boards  of 
Franklin,  Oxford  and  Germany  deserve  especial  commendation  in  connec- 
tion with  the  buildings  erected  during  a  few  years  past. 

5th.  The  majority  of  our  teachers  confine  themselves  too  closely  to  the 
text-books.  We  have  too  little  collateral  information  ;  too  little  illustra- 
tion. The  effect  of  teacher  and  scholar  confining  themselves  to  the  words, 
the  order,  the  methods  of  the  book,  is  to  destroy  life  and  give  an  education 
that  might  be  suitable  for  a  parrot,  but  is  scarcely  available  in  actual  life 
without  a  different  education  gained  by  actual  contact  with  the  world.  A 
practical  teacher  passing  from  one  school  room  to  another  for  several  con- 
secutive months  sees  so  many  errors  in  method,  so  many  little  points  in 
which  improvement  might  be  made,  that  he  feels  like  exclaiming  for  him- 
self and  all  other  teachers, — 
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"Oh  wad  some  power  the  giftie  gie'  us, 
To  see  ouraels'  as  ithers  see  us." 

In  every  case  almost  I  have  noticed  the  superiority  of  normal  scholars  as 
teachers  over  those  of  equal  or  even  superior  education,  who  have  not  had 
the  advantage  of  a  normal  training. 

It  matters  not  whether  the  teacher  ma}'  have  simply  attended  an  humble 
private  Normal  school  or  one  of  the  more  complete  State  institutions.  If  he 
has  had  the  opportunity  of  attending  a  school  for  the  instruction  of  teach- 
ers, conducted  b}*  a  competent  instructor,  the  effect  is  plainly  visible.  Sev- 
eral cases,  when  accompanied  for  a  day  or  two  by  other  gentlemen,  they 
have  expressed  their  surprise  at  the  difference  discernible  between  teaehers 
of  the  same  degree  of  scholarship,  of  whom  some  had  enjoyed  a  partial 
normal  course,  whilst  others  had  not.  Collegians  generally  make  poor  fig- 
ures as  common  school  teachers. 

6th.  I  have  been  surprised  to  find  that  years  of  experience  is  not  always 
attended  by  a  corresponding  improvement ;  that  some  of  our  older  teachers 
are  stationary  and  liable  to  be  left  back  by  the  onward  march.  The  world 
does  move,  even  if  croakers  do  carp  and  cavil ;  and  in  many  cases  some  of 
our  3'oungest  teachers,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  so  young  that  I  felt  a  hesita- 
tion about  certificating  them,  have  evinced  a  life  and  earnestness  in  their 
work  that  may  well  incite  our  older  teachers  to  a  generous  rivalry. 

The  County  Institute  convened  at  Gettysburg  during  the  holiday  week  of 
1870.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  actual  teachers  of  the  county, 
one  hundred  and  fort}T-nine  were  in  attendance  all  or  a  portion  of  the  time. 
Of  the  twelve  absentees  five  were  detained  by  sickness  of  self  or  family. 
All  the  sessions  were,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  both  interesting  and  profitable. 
The  aggregate  attendance  was  larger  than  at  any  previous  session.  The 
elocutionary  department  was  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Anna  T.  Randall,  who  gave 
two  entertainments  and  one  lecture  to  crowded  houses. 

We  were  much  assisted  by  Prof.  Edsall  Ferrier,  of  Pennsylvania  College, 
Prof.  J.  V.  Montgomerj-,  of  Millersville,  and  others.  Excellent  music  was 
furnished  by  the  Apollonian  orchestra  of  Littlestown. 

The  County  Normal  School  has  held  two  sessions  during  the  year.  The 
school  has  been  under  my  supervision,  with  occasional  assistance  from  others. 
Thirty-eight  males  and  fifty-three  females  have  attended  the  school  since  I 
have  had  charge  of  it.  Fifty-three  of  this  number  have  taught  with  suc- 
cess. In  my  course  of  instruction  I  endeavor  to  direct  everything  towards 
the  preparation  of  the  pupils  for  the  profession,  which  the  majority  have 
chosen.  The  school  now  in  session  has  been  the  most  pleasant  that  I  have 
ever  had  the  privilege  of  teaching.  Ten  have  been  registered  as  graduates 
of  the  institution — that  is  having  passed  a  No.  1  examination  in  all  the 
branches  of  the  common  school  course,  and  having  taught  successfully, 
"have  received  the  professional  certificate. 
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ALLEGHENY  COUNTY.— A.  T.  Doutheit. 

School  Houses. — In  my  last  year's  report  I  referred  to  school  houses  in 
some  of  our  districts,  as  being  entirely  unfit  for  use,  as  regards  both  loca- 
tion and  internal  arrangements,  and  am  happy  to  state  now,  that  with  a 
few  exceptions  these  buildings  have  been  thoroughly  repaired  and  re-fitted. 
In  one  cf  the  districts  referred  to,  three  new  buildings  have  been  erected. 
New  school  houses  were  built  in  the  following  townships  during  last  year : 
Penn,  one;  Plum,  three;  Fayette,  South,  one  ;  Wilkins,  one;  South  Ver- 
sailles, one  ;  North  Versailles,  one;  Kilbuck,  one;  Allegheny  city,  two;' 
Birmingham  borough,  one ;  Stowe,  one  ;  Allentown  borough,  one.  Of  these, 
though  all  well  suited  for  their  purposes,  the  following  deserve  special  no- 
tice: Fourth  ward,  Allegheny  city,  124  by  68,  contains  sixteen  rooms  and 
a  hall,  finished  and  furnished  in  the  most  modern  style — special  attention 
paid  to  ventilation — cost  of  lot,  building,  furniture,  apparatus,  &c,  $72,000. 

Sixth  ward,  Allegheny  city,  254  by  64,  including  rear  building ;  when 
completed  will  have  twenty-six  rooms,  sixteen  of  which  will  be  ready  for 
occupancy  by  the  first  of  September  next;  cost  of  building  itself,  $54,000. 

Birmingham  borough,  one  first  class  house  with  eleven  rooms  and  a  hall, 
the  latter  68  by  42  ;  built  necessarily  on  account  of  increased  attendance  of 
pupils. 

It  may  be  said,  that  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  general  condition  of  the 
school  houses  throughout  the  county  complies  with  our  present  wants. 

Examinations. — The  examinations  of  applicants  for  the  schools  were  al- 
ways public  and  held  in  the  various  districts.  The  object  aimed  at  was  to 
ascertain  not  only  the  proficiency  of  the  applicant  in  the  branches  he  pro- 
posed to  be  able  to  teach,  but  more  especially  his  familiarity  with  the  prin- 
ciples involved  in  them,  and  his  skill  in  imparting  knowledge  to  others,  al- 
though the  evidence  of  the  latter  and  all  important  qualifications  can  only 
best  be  obtained  in  the  school  room. 

The  difficulty  of  procuring  for  our  schools  an  adequate  number  of  suita- 
ble and  properly  qualified  teachers  was  fully  realized,  since  out  of  the  sixt}-- 
eight  applicants  for  professional  certificates,  though  passing  a  far  more 
creditable  examination  than  in  former  years,  only  thirty-four  were  entitled 
to  them ;  and  again,  out  of  about  eight  hundred  applicants  for  provisional 
certificates,  eight  per  cent,  received  first  class,  and  sixty  per  cent,  certifi- 
cates of  some  grade. 

However,  to  judge  from  the  success  attending  the  labor  of  the  teachers 
throughout  the  county,  I  am  fully  convinced  that  our  schools  have  steadily 
gained  in  efficiency  during  the  past  year,  and  although  the  influx  of  new 
teachers  was  necessarily  large,  and  exhibited  some  inexperience  as  to  the 
school  room  modus  operandi,  it  was  found  that  previous  acquaintance  with 
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the  best  system  of  organizing  and  classifying  schools,  gained  by  the  care- 
ful study  of  professional  works  and  attendance  of  lectures  on  instruction,  as 
given  in  our  county  institutes,  supplied  in  many  instances  the  want  of  an 
experience,  which  can  be  obtained  onty  in  the  school  room. 

Normal  School. — Teachers'  institutes  are  great  auxiliaries  in  introducicg 
into  our  schools  a  thorough  systematic  mode  of  instruction,  but  they  will 
not  suffice.  We  need  more  regular  training  schools,  for  the  purpose  of 
training  the  teacher  hoiv  to  teach. 

Several  efforts  have  been  made  to  secure  the  funds  necessary  for  the 
erection  of  a  Normal  school  in  this  county,  and  though  Mr.  Kelly,  of  Wil- 
kinsboro',  has  offered  a  site — ten  acres,  worth  at  least  $40,000 — the  people 
have  failed  so  far  in  raising  the  necessary  funds  for  erecting  the  building. 
I  would  earnestly  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  Normal  school  in  the 
11th  district,  and  hope  the  day  will  not  be  far  distant  when  we  shall  see 
our  efforts  crowned  with  success. 

County  Institute. — Sessions  were  held  for  five  consecutive  days,  commenc- 
ing April  3.  They  were  attended  Iry  a  large  number  of  teachers  and  crowds 
of  spectators,  filling  a  spacious  hall  to  its  utmost  capacit}\  The  meeting 
was  a  great  success,  and  undoubtedly  the  most  interesting  one  held  for 
some  time  in  this  county.  Lectures  were  delivered  b}^  eminent  gentlemen  ; 
various  topics  on  education  discussed  and  instructions  given.  Valuable 
assistance  was  received  from  Professor  Bailey,  Yale  College,  whose  lectures 
on  elocution  were  truly  grand,  and  listened  to  with  more  than  ordinary 
attention  ;  also  from  Mr.  E.  E.  White,  Henry  Houck,  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment, and  other  gentlemen,  whose  interest  in  education  is  well  known. 

"  Should  education  be  made  compulsory"  caused  an  animated  discussion — 
a  question  which  of  late  has  commanded  the  attention  of  this  county, 
since,  at  the  nine  joint  district  teachers'  conventions  which  were  held  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  the  same  subject  has  been  earnestly  discussed  upon,  and 
public  sentiment  seems  to  tend  toward  favoring  the  adoption  of  a  compul- 
sory system. 

Comjmlsory  System. — The  system  of  compulsory  education,  or  the  so- 
called  Prussian  school  system,  has,  undoubtedly,  been  greatly  instrumental 
in  the  unrivalled  success  of  the  Prussian  army  in  the  late  Franco-German 
war,  and,  since  education  is  the  moral  power  of  a  people,  France  was  not 
defeated  only  by  the  jihysical  superiority  and  better  drilled  and  disciplined 
army  of  her  enemies,  but  by  the  great  intellectual  power  which  prevailed 
through  every  rank  and  file  of  the  Prussian  army — the  evident  result  of  a 
compulsory  or  obligatory  school  system. 

This  system,  though  antagonistic  to  the  very  spirit  and  genius  of  a  re- 
public, has  lately  agitated  the  mind  of  many  an  intellectual  man  through- 
out our  country,  and  the  general  tendency  seems  to  be  in  favor  of  it.  The 
State  of  Michigan  has  already  passed  a  law  enacting  a  very  similar  system. 
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And,  if  we  concede  to  a  State  the  right  of  interfering  in  domestic  mat- 
ters, when  parents  maltreat  their  children  and  neglect  their  physical  devel- 
opment— can  we  dispute  the  right  of  interference  when  intellectual  devel- 
opment is  at  stake  ?     Is  the  body  superior  to  intellect  and  soul  'I 

Again,  when  we  admit  that  the  compulsory  system  of  paying  taxes  is 
not  only  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  a  republic,  but  deem  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  every  citizen  to  contribute  his  individual  share ;  and  since  the  material 
existence  of  a  State  depends  entirely  upon  the  legal,  yet  compulsory,  tax 
system,  can  we  say  that  the  moral  and  intellectual  existence  of  a  State  is 
not  subordinate  to  an  obligatory  system  of  education  ? 

In  view  of  these  facts  this  question  should  engage  the  mind  of  every  one 
interested  in  the  education  of  our  youth  and  welfare  of  our  country,  yet, 
though  we  have  seen  the  beneficial  results  of  this  system,  the  very  idea  of 
compulsion,  of  interfering  in  domestic  matters  and  assuming  rights  per- 
taining only  to  parents,  seems  to  deter  many  from  adopting  or  even  putting 
it  to  a  test. 

Graded  Schools  in  Rural  Districts. — The  advantages  of  the  graded  school 
system  in  our  cities  are  obvious,  and  yet  it  must  be  confessed  that  our  rural 
districts  have  not  been  fairly  treated  in  not  granting  them  advantages 
which  their  means  would  readily  secure. 

The  people  are  fully  aware  of  the  necessity  of  establishing  these  schools, 
since  it  affords  their  children  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  a  knowledge  which 
could  be  gained  only  in  private  institutions  or  in  graded  schools  outside  their 
district. 

The  question  may  now  be  asked,  can  a  system  of  graded  schools  be 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  rural  districts  ?  We  think  it  can  by  adopting  the 
following  plan  which  we  submitted  at  the  last  convention  of  County  Super- 
intendents in  Harrisburg: 

1.  School  districts  and  sub-districts  may  be  so  enlarged  as  to  embrace 
pupils  enough  for  a  graded  school  of  two  or  more  departments. 

2.  Two  or  more  districts,  with  a  primary  school  in  each,  may  be  united, 
and  a  central  school  formed  for  the  more  advanced  pupils. 

3.  A  central  high  school  may  be  organized  in  each  township  for  the  more 
advanced  pupils. 

Visitation. — The  work  of  school  visitation  was  commenced  immediately 
after  the  closing  of  my  tour  of  annual  examination  of  teachers,  and  con- 
tinued up  to  the  30th  da}'  of  June.  During  this  time  I  visited  all  the  schools 
of  the  county  once,  with  the  exception  of  three  districts  where  the  schools 
had  already  been  closed. 

I  found  most  of  the  schools  in  a  good  condition,  with  here  and  there  a 
district  which  might  be  looked  upon  as  an  exception,  but  none  appeared  to 
have  made  so  much  progress  as  those  of  Franklin  and  Scott.     The  latter 
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(Scott)  merits  special  commendation.  The  teachers  of  this  district  mani- 
fested much  inteiest  in  their  profession.  They  organized  and  kept  up  to 
the  close  of  the  school  term  one  of  the  best  township  institutes  ever  held 
in  this  count}'.  Directors,  patrons  and  friends  of  education  willingly  co- 
operated with  the  teachers  in  their  efforts  to  improve  the  schools. 

Such  has  been  the  success  attending  these  joint  efforts  as  to  clearly  de- 
monstrate the  utility  of  common  schools,  and  exemplify  the  practicability 
and  feasibilit}1,  of  making  them  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  whole  commu- 
nity'; and  in  order  to  fully  meet  the  wants  of  the  people,  it  is  hoped  that 
such  steps  will  be  taken  as  may  eventually  terminate  in  the  adoption  of  a 
S}rstem  of  graded  schools  for  rural  districts. 

Of  the  schools  in  Allegheny  city  it  is  my  duty  to  mention  those  of  the 
Third  and  Fifth  wards  as  deserving  special  commendation. 

Of  the  boroughs,  while  all  have  succeeded  well,  East  Birmingham  is  en- 
titled to  be  especially  noticed. 

The  teachers  in  these  several  districts  appear  to  have  exerted  themselves 
to  an  unusual  degice,  and  as  a  consequence  their  labors  have  been  crowned 
with  success. 

Conclusion. — An  interest  in  education  has  been  awakened  in  our  county 
which  will  neither  be  short-lived  nor  unfruitful. 

Teachers,  directors  and  people  appear  to  feel  that  we  live  in  an  age  of 
progress  and  improvement,  and  seem  determined  to  keep  pace  with  the  on- 
ward march  of  the  spirit  of  our  time  in  all  educational  matters.  Hence, 
we  have  full  faith  in  a  great  and  glorious  future,  and  to  all  we  would  say, 
press  on  in  the  noble  work,  and  our  schools  will  be  the  pride  and  honor  of 
our  county. 

I  feel  that  I  would  not  be  doing  justice  to  teachers,  directors  and  friends 
of  education  were  I  to  close  my  report  without  thanking  them  for  their  uni- 
form kindness  and  hearty  co-operation  in  all  measures  tending  toward  the 
improvement  of  our  schools. 
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When  I  received  my  commission  as  County  Superintendent,  April  1, 1871, 
the  work  of  examining  teachers  had  been  done,  and  the  schools  being  nearly 
all  closed,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  speak  particular^  of  the  schools  of 
each  district.  I  will,  therefore,  confine  this  written  statement,  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  present  condition  of  the  schools,  to  a  brief  account  intended 
to  explain  some  of  the  items  named  in  the  tabular  report. 

1.  School  Houses. — It  is  believed  that  at  no  previous  time  in  the  history 
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of  the  common  schools  of  the  county  has  so  much  activity  been  shown  ra 
the  building  of  school  houses,  and  that  in  nothing  else  is  our  progress  in 
school  affairs  more  marked  than  in  the  beauty  and  convenience  of  the 
houses  being  built.  We  have  several  first-class  houses,  fully  up  to  the 
times  in  every  respect,  which  are  a  credit  to  the  persons  through  whose 
efforts  they  have  been  erected.  The  average  size  of  the  new  houses  for  un- 
graded schools  is  about  thirty  feet  by  twenty-five,  and  ten  feet  high. 

There  are  still  seventy-four  of  the  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  houses  in 
the  count}',  some  of  them  new  ones,  reported  as  unfit  for  use.  These  should 
be  repaired,  or,  in  case  repairing  will  not  fit  them  for  school  purposes,  they 
should  be  re-placed  by  new  ones  before  the  winter  schools  are  opened.  A 
suitable  house  is  just  as  essential  to  the  success  of  a  school  as  a  competent 
teacher,  and  no  school  which  lacks  either  should  be  considered  as  "  kept 
open  and  in  operation  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  school  law." 

2.  Ventilation One  hundred  and  fifteen  houses  are  well  ventilated  ;  that 

is  the  windows  of  this  number  of  houses  can  be  lowered  from  the  top,  while 
the  remaining  one  hundred  and  ten  lack  this  arrangement.  So  far  as  I  am 
aware,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  ventilate  by  anjr  other  means  than  the 
doors  and  windows,  and  since  these  alone  will  not  afford  a  sufficiency  of 
pure  air  to  each  individual,  in  a  well  filled  school  room,  at  the  time  our 
schools  are  in  session,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  there  is  not  one  well 
ventilated  school  house  in  this  county,  and  I  suspect  there  are  but  few  in 
the  State. 

When  I  consider  that,  according  to  the  best  information  at  my  command, 
not  less  than  one-third — some  estimate  it  at  one-half — of  all  the  deaths  oc- 
curring, is  caused  by  the  inhalation  of  impure  air  ;  that  an  analysis  of  the 
atmosphere,  taken  from  almost  every  conceivable  situation,  shows  that  the 
air  of  a  well  filled  school  room,  with  inadequate  means  for  ventilating,  con- 
tains nearly  fifty  per  cent,  more  impurities  than  that  of  any  other  place 
tested  ;  and  when  I  take  into  the  account  the  mental  and  physical  ex- 
haustion caused  by  exposure  to  such  an  atmosphere,  and  the  consequent 
hinderance  to  the  progress  of  the  schools,  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  nothing  in  our  school  economy  demands  more  immediate  attention  than 
the  subject  of  ventilation,  and  I  therefore  urge  the  importance  of  the  speedy 
adoption  of  some  plan  that  will  prevent  the  slow,  but  sure,  poisoning  of  our 
school  teachers  and  pupils,  and  thus  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  schools. 

3.  Furniture. — Seventy-six  houses  are  reported  with  suitable  furniture. 
Some  of  these  have  patent  desks  and  seats,  but  most  of  the  houses  are  sup- 
plied with  the  best  common  furniture.  Some  of  the  kinds  patented  lately 
are  so  decidedly  preferable  to  those  now  in  use,  and  being  offered  at  such 
a  small  advance  in  cost,  there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  for  furnishing 
houses  with  an  inferior  article. 
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4.  Apparatus. — It  appears  from  the  statistics  that  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  schools  are  well  supplied  with  apparatus.  This  supply  consists  en- 
tirely, in  most  cases,  of  primary  cards,  globes,  out-line  maps  and  square  and 
cube  root  blocks.  Many  articles  might  be  added  to  this  list,  such  as  curi- 
osities, minerals,  some  simple  philosophical  apparatus,  in  short,  everything 
that  will  aid  in  imparting  a  knowledge  of  the  truths  of  science.  There 
6hould  be  a  closet  in  every  school  house  for  the  safe  keeping  of  such  arti- 
cles ;  much  of  the  apparatus  in  our  schools  is  being  destroyed  on  account 
of  having  no  suitable  place  to  keep  it  when  not  in  use. 

5.  Libraries. — We  have  no  school  or  district  libraries  in  the  county. 
These  libraries  might  be  made  to  perform  a  very  important  part  in  the  work 
of  education,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  with  a  little  State  aid  we  would  soon 
have  one  in  every  district.  Let  us  have  a  small  appropriation  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

6.  District  Institutes. — I  am  sorry  to  have  to  report  that  district  insti- 
tutes were  held  in  but  three  districts  during  the  last  year.  This  is  certainly 
retrograding,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  fault  lies  mainly  with 
the  teachers  themselves.  Too  many  teachers  have  made  it  a  point  to  come 
to  the  institute  late,  take  no  interest  while  there,  leave  before  its  close,  and 
then  speak  disparagingly  of  the  institute  and  its  working  members,  until 
directors,  concluding  that  institutes  are  useless,  have  discontinued  them. 
It  is  out  of  place  here,  nor  is  it  necessary,  to  enter  into  an  argument  to  show 
that  the  legal  time  spent  by  earnest  teachers,  in  a  well-conducted  institute, 
conduces  more  to  the  efficiency  of  the  schools  than  the  same  time  spent  in 
teaching,  and  that  teachers  who  fail  to  appreciate  the  privilege  of  attending 
these  teachers'  meetings,  have  mistaken  their  calling  and  ought  to  be  re- 
placed by  others.  As  district  institutes  afford  one  of  the  best  means  for 
determining  the  professional  standing  of  a  teacher,  I  suggest  that  it  be 
made  obligatory  upon  the  officers  of  the  institute  to  keep  exact  minutes 
of  each  day's  proceedings,  and  to  send  a  monthly  report  to  the  board,  and 
also  to  the  County  Superintendent,  showing  the  attendance  of  and  work 
done  by  each  member. 

7.  Other  measures  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools. — It  is  deemed  un- 
necessary to  repeat  the  suggestions  of  my  predecessors,  but  the  following 
particulars,  though  not  new,  are  considered  worthy  of  mention : 

1.  District  Siqwrvision I  am  not  aware  that  a  single  district  superin- 
tendent has  been  employed  during  the  year.  Every  school  district  con- 
taining ten  or  more  schools  should  have  a  principal  or  superintendent. 

2.  School  Tax. — Let  a  county  tax  be  levied  for  a  minimum  school  term 
of  six  months,  leaving  it  optional  with  each  district  to  levy  an  additional 
local  tax  for  a  school  term  not  exceeding  four  months. 

3.  Attendance. — Give  us  a  compulsory  educational  law.     I  am  not  in 
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favor  of  a  law  taking  away  the  rights  of  any  one.  From  what  source  did 
any  one  get  the  right  to  deprive  a  human  being  of  intellectual  culture  ? 
No  one,  not  even  a  parent,  has  the  right  to  keep  a  child  in  a  state  of  mental 
or  physical  starvation.  In  short,  the  passage  of  such  a  law  would  curtail 
the  rights  of  none,  while  a  vast  number  of  persons  would  be  benefited 
thereby. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  I  have  purposely  avoided  speaking 
in  praise  of  particular  persons  and  places,  partly  because  I  believed  it  to 
be  impertinent,  and  partly  because  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  mention  all 
the  places  where  improvement  has  been  made.  But  it  should  not  be  in- 
ferred that  we  have  no  directors  and  teachers  worthy  of  special  notice  ;  on 
the  contrary,  we  have  a  large  number  of  earnest  and  intelligent  laborers 
in  the  great  cause  of  common  school  education.  The  people  of  this  county 
have  the  will,  but  not  the  ability,  to  establish  schools  equal  to  any  in  the 
State. 


BEAYER  COUNTY George  M.  Fields. 

Statistics. — The  accompanying  statistical  table  exhibits  very  fairly  the 
condition  of  the  schools,  and  the  educational  work  done  by  school  officers. 
What  could  not  be  expressed  in  the  table,  will  be  commented  upon  in  the 
following  report : 

Houses. — Many  of  the  school  buildings  are  ornaments  to  the  county,  es- 
pecially those  which  have  been  erected  during  the  past  year.  The  zeal  dis- 
played and  the  efforts  put  forth  in  this  direction,  by  the  school  officers  of 
Raccoon,  Hanover,  Chippewa,  Big  Beaver,  (Independent,)  Moon,  (Inde- 
pendent,) Island  Run,  (Independent,)  Frankfort  Springs  and  Beaver  Falls 
districts  are  matters  of  special  congratulation.  The  average  cost  of  the 
houses  in  the  rural  districts  will  be  $1,600,  and  in  the  borough  of  Beaver 
Falls,  $35,000.  A  number  of  other  districts  are  making  preparations  for 
the  erection  of  suitable  school  buildings  during  the  coming  year. 

Schools. — Forty-nine  graded  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  ungraded 
schools  are  in  the  county.  One-half  of  the  schools  were  eminently  success- 
ful ;  one-fourth  gave  general  satisfaction,  and  the  remaining  one-fourth  were 
indifferent.  The  reasons  assigned  for  the  non-successful  ones  may  be  thus 
stated  :  A  lack  of  qualified  teachers  to  fill  all  the  schools  of  the  county ;  a 
want  of  close,  constant  and  intelligent  supervision  of  schools  on  the  part  of 
an  efficient  local  officer ;  the  educational  sentiment  of  the  community  not 
in^harmony  with  true  educational  progress.  Many  of  our  leading  schools 
were  taught  by  lady  teachers,  and  it  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  these  schools, 
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as  well  as  to  the  teachers  themselves,  to  commend  the  very  high  degree  of 
excellence  to  which  they  attained.  Our  people  are  not  disposed  to  draw 
lines  of  distinction  between  the  sexes ;  they  are  disposed,  however,  to  re- 
cognize the  principle  that  talent  in  the  discharge  of  school  room  duties  is 
to  be  regarded  more  than  sex. 

Teachers. — One  hundred  and  ninety-five  teachers  were  employed.  I  have 
already  intimated  that  some  of  our  teachers  did  not  fulfil  the  trust  imposed 
in  them,  nor  did  they  meet  the  expectations  of  the  friends  of  popular  edu- 
cation. There  is  nothing  which  I  have  to  report  to  the  head  of  the  School 
Department  that  causes  me  so  much  pain  as  this.  Failure  in  the  school 
room  means  a  want  of  fidelity  to  the  trust  imposed  in  the  teacher ;  it  means 
a  grievous  wrong  done  to  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  county  which  can  neither 
be  re-called  nor  re-paid  ;  it  means  the  squandering  of  public  funds  which 
the  patrons  of  the  schools  furnish,  that  their  children  may  receive  an  edu- 
cation as  a  part  of  their  inheritance ;  it  means  a  blow  at  educational  pro- 
gress, and,  in  consequence,  a  blow  at  the  profession  itself.  One  failure  will 
retard  progress  more  than  a  dozen  successes  will  advance  it.  The  teacher 
who  fails  does  not  only  the  great  public  a  wrong,  but  does  an  incalculable 
injury  to  his  co-laborers  in  the  great  work  of  popular  education.  It  gives 
me  pleasure,  on  the  other  hand,  to  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal,  energy  and 
faithfulness  which  the  great  body  of  our  teachers  displayed  in  the  conduct- 
ing of  their  schools.  They  have  not  only  added  professional  honors  to 
previous  labors,  but  have  accomplished  a  work  in  the  interests  of  humanity, 
and  in  all  that  makes  a  community  great,  strong  and  prosperous,  that  will 
signally  compare  with  the  efforts  put  forth  by  any  class  of  our  citizens,  pro- 
fessional or  non-professional. 

The  teachers  of  our  schools  are  readily  classified.  There  are  those  who 
have  a  positive  love  for  the  teacher's  profession,  who  enter  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  with  enthusiasm,  and  with  a  laudable  ambition  to 
succeed — these  are  the  jewels  of  their  calling.  Those,  again,  who  have  no 
definite  professional  plans  in  view,  who  teach,  perhaps,  at  the  solicitation 
of  friends  or  neighbors,  and  accept  positions  impressed  with  the  idea  that 
they  are  conferring  great  obligations  upon  the  district  by  permitting  it  to 
have  the  benefit  of  their  services.  Many  of  this  class,  it  is  true,  close  their 
schools  with  a  certain  eclat,  but,  as  a  general  thing,  there  are  wanting  upon 
the  part  of  their  scholars,  that  intrinsic  love  of  learning,  development  of 
thought,  evidence  of  mental  discipline  and  culture,  conscious  intelligence 
and  self-reliance,  which  characterize  the  instructions  of  the  energetic  pro- 
fessional teacher.  Again,  those  who  may  be  said  to  have  become  somewhat 
fossilized.  Conscious  of  having  lived  beyond  their  usefulness,  they  take  a 
maudlin  delight  in  disparaging  active  educational  work.  They  speak 
lightly  of  the  means  and  appliances  which  are  used  to  promote  general  in- 
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telligence  and  the  interests  of  education  in  all  of  its  departments.  They 
are  the  natural  allies  of  that  unfortunate  class  of  our  fellow-citizens  who 
fail  to  appreciate  the  benefits  of  schools,  of  a  school  system  or  of  a  school 
education.  Thus  mated,  they  play  a  dismal  part  on  the  great  stage  of  in- 
tellectual action.  In  view  of  an  occupation  which,  to  them,  is  of  so  little 
importance,  a  calling  which,  to  them,  is  destitute  of  honorable  ambition, 
and  a  business  which,  to  them,  is  of  so  little  worth,  it  is  a  matter  of  some 
surprise  why  their  self-respect  does  not  at  once  compel  them  to  abandon  the 
duties  of  the  school  room  forever.  It  may  be  confidently  asserted  that 
neither  the  cause  of  education  nor  the  educational  interests  of  the  county 
will  be  at  all  the  losers. 

There  are  others  who  are  solicitous  to  secure  positions  in  our  schools  who 
have  not  qualified  themselves  for  the  calling  of  teachers.  Their  education 
is  defective.  Little  or  no  preparation,  on  their  part,  has  been  made  to  fit 
themselves  for  so  important  a  position  as  educators  of  children.  Still, 
many  of  them  would,  by  proper  training  and  culture,  become  useful  and 
successful  teachers.  The  great  want  of  our  county,  in  this  respect,  is  a 
Normal  training  school  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  to  be  the  instructors 
of  our  youth.     But  of  this  I  will  have  something  to  sa}7  hereafter. 

Eocaminatioyis. — Twenty-six  public  examinations  were  held.  Applicants 
for  certificates  were  asked  one  hundred  and  ninety  questions  on  the  several 
branches  which  are  required  to  be  taught  in  our  schools.  Ninety  to  one 
hundred  per  cent,  of  the  questions  answered  correctly  received  grade  one ; 
seventy  to  ninety,  grade  two ;  sixty  to  seventy,  grade  three.  No  certificate 
was  issued  whose  grade  fell  below  fifty  per  cent.  This  method  for  the  most 
part  necessitated  a  written  examination.  I  would  like  to  remark  in  passing 
along,  that,  in  my  judgment,  it  would  be  an  advantage,  if  not  an  improve- 
ment, to  write  the  percentage  on  the  certificate  in  place  of  the  figures  1,  2, 
3,  &c,  to  represent  the  percentage.  The  plan  indicated  above  of  examin- 
ing teachers  proved  eminently  satisfactory.  I  am  free  to  say  that  this 
method  has  been  instrumental  in  giving  a  character  to  certificates  issued  by 
the  superintendent  that  has  not  been  so  apparent  heretofore.  Two  hundred 
and  two  applicants  received  provisional  and  seven  professional  certificates. 
Forty-seven  were  rejected. 

School  Supervision. — A  community  receives  but  little  advantage  from 
laws  if  they  are  not  intelligently  executed.  The  school  law  of  Pennsylvania 
is  eve^  where  regarded  as  a  model,  and  admirably  adapted  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  mental  resources  of  the  State.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
excellencies  of  our  school  system  when  properly  administered,  and  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  law  when  faithfully  executed.  It  is  a  question,  however, 
whether  we  are  reaping  the  full  benefits  of  the  system  for  the  want  of  an 
intelligent  execution  of  the  law  and  a  minute  supervision  of  the  schools 
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under  its  provisions.  Perhaps  the  most  imperfect  part  of  our  educational 
work  is  found  in  the  supervision  of  schools.  The  State  Superintendent, 
in  speaking  of  this  subject,  says :  "District  supervision  by  a  competent  offi- 
cer is  a  necessity.  We  now  have  State  supervision,  and  to  some  extent 
city  and  borough  supervision,  but  we  need  a  supervision  that  will  extend 
its  watchful  eye  to  every  school  house,  to  every  teacher,  to  every  class,  to 
eveiy  pupil  and  to  every  lesson.  No  work  of  any  moment  can  be  carried 
on  without  supervision.  It  exists  in  all  our  shops,  mills,  furnaces  and  fac- 
tories. No  business  man  would  think  of  managing  such  an  enterprise  with- 
out it.  We  ought  to  have  inspection  for  our  schools,  and  without  it  we  will 
lose  a  large  amount  of  force  and  money,  and  our  children  will  be  made  to 
sutler  the  bad  consequences.  County  superintendents  cannot  perform  the 
duty  of  supervision.  They  can  visit  the  schools  of  their  respective  coun- 
ties once  or  twice  a  year,  but  while  such  visits  may  be  made  very  valuable, 
they  do  not  give  opportunity  for  that  close,  constant  and  critical  supervi- 
sion which  our  schools  need.  And,  besides,  county  superintendents  have 
other  work  to  do.  They  should  hold  county  institutes  and  local  institutes  ; 
address  the  people  wherever  audiences  can  be  assembled ;  prepare  educa- 
tional matter  for  the  press,  and  be  ever  ready  to  give  advice  to  all  asking  it 
concerning  the  interests  of  education.  These  duties,  in  connection  with 
the  examination  of  teachers,  fill  up  all  the  time  of  a  County  Superintendent 
and  take  all  his  strength.  School  directors  are  unable  to  perform  the  duty 
of  supervision.  They  can,  as  the  law  requires,  visit  the  schools  under  their 
control,  but  such  visits,  although  valuable,  are  not  what  is  needed.  To  pro- 
duce the  right  results  they  should  be  made  by  professional  experts.  No 
one  can  properly  inspect  a  school  who  is  not  himself  a  teacher.  The  whole 
matter  is  summed  up  in  this  :  A  closer  supervision  of  our  schools  is  needed 
in  the  several  districts  of  the  Commonwealth  than  is  possible  under  our 
present  organization  ;  and  there  seems  to  be  no  way  of  bringing  it  about 
except  b}r  the  appoiutment  of  well  qualified  officers  for  that  purpose." 

It  should  no  longer  be  a  question  whether  a  town  or  rural  district 
needs  or  can  afford  to  have  a  supervisory  officer,  but  how  long  can  a  town 
or  rural  district  afford  to  do  without  one  ?  Fully  one-third  of  the  money 
expended  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  our  county  is  neutralized,  if 
not  absolutely  wasted,  for  the  want  of  a  "close,  constant  and  critical"  su- 
pervision of  the  schools.  The  children  are  not  receiving  the  benefits  of 
the  lavish  expenditure  of  money  raised  by  direct  taxation.  In  my  judg- 
ment, it  is  not  only  an  educational,  but  a  pecuniary  loss,  to  ignore  this 
question  of  district  supervision  any  longer.  Many  co-laborers  in  the  cause 
of  education,  whether  they  be  school  officers  or  not,  are  giving  this  subject 
their  serious  consideration.  It  is  a  living  issue  today,  and  it  is  only  a 
question  of  time  as  to  its  being  a  living  reality.     In  submitting  this  report 
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it  may  be  regarded  by  some  a  duty  on  my  part  to  treat  this  subject  practi- 
cally as  well  as  theoretically.     Briefly,  then,  (details  can  be  made  the  subject 
of  a  special  report,)  our  schools  are  classified  into  graded  and  ungraded, 
town  and  rural.     The  towns  of  New  Brighton,  Rochester,  Beaver  Falls, 
Bridgewater,  Beaver,  Freedom,  Fallston,  Sharon,  Fanport  and   Phillips- 
burg,  have  a  population  in  the  neighborhood  of  18,000  inhabitants,  and  are 
situated  within  a  radius  of  three  and  a-half  miles.     The  time  will  come,  no 
doubt,  when  not  only  the  educational  interests,  but  the  municipalities  them- 
selves will  be  consolidated.     They  support  at  present  forty-five  schools  in 
ten  houses.     Now  I  cannot  conceive  of  any  official  act,  on  the  part  of  the 
several  school  officers  of  these  towns,  which  would  be  of  more  advantage 
to  the  cause  of  education,  the  prosperity  of  the  schools,  and  the  progress 
of  the  scholars,  than  the  election  of  an  efficient  officer  to  superintend,  in- 
spect and  have  a  general  supervision  of  these  respective  schools.     Since 
the  policy  of  electing  female  principals  and  female  assistants  is  being  very 
generally  adopted,  the  selection  of  a  male  superintendent  will  commend 
itself  to  the  judgment  of  the  several  boards  of  education.     The  same  gen- 
eral principle  is  applicable  to  the  rural  districts.     For  example,  let  Hanover 
and  Raccoon,  or  Hanover  and  Greene,  districts  unite  in  selecting  a  district 
superintendent ;  Ohio,  Brighton  and  Industry  ;  New  and  North  Sewickley  ; 
South  Beaver,  Darlington  and  Chippewa,  &c,  &c.     These,  of  course,  are 
examples.      Any  combination   comprising   from    eighteen   to   twenty-five 
schools  would  be  practicable.     It  is  not  to  be  supposed  for  a  moment  that 
any  or  every  one  is  capable  of  filling  this  position.     An  incompetent  officer 
would  do  more  harm  than  good.     Better,  far  better,  the  schools  be  forever 
without  this  supervision,  than  cursed  with  incompetency.     District  super- 
vision is  no  experiment.     It  has  been  fairly  tested  in  many  counties  of  the 
State.     The  reports  are  that  it  has  given  very  general  satisfaction  to  all 
classes  of  persons.   "Directors  assert  that  where  the  district  superintendent 
worked,  the  progress  of  the  schools  was  "five-fold."     Surely  the  subject  is 
worthy  of  candid  investigation  on  the  part  of  directors,  and  serious  thought 
on  the  part  of  all  honest,  earnest  men  and  women  who  have  the  cause  of 
education  at  heart. 

Normal  School. — Efforts  have  been  made  at  different  times,  during  the 
past  six  years,  to  establish  a  State  Normal  School  in  this  district,  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Beaver,  Allegheny  and  Butler.  While  nothing  definite 
has  been  accomplished,  the  evidences  are,  that  the  project  will  be  earnestly 
prosecuted  within  the  next  few  years.  The  friends  of  common  school  edu- 
cation, in  the  meantime,  should  make  some  provision  for  the  establishment 
of  a  training  school  for  the  teachers  of  the  county.  There  are  hundreds  of 
young  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  our  midst  who  are  desirous  of  qualifying 

themselves  for  the  business  of  teaching,  and  who  would  be  glad  of  an  op- 
2  School  Rep. 
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portunity  to  enter  a  first  class  or  well  conducted  recognized  Normal  School. 
I  have  taken  this  opportune  moment  of  directing  attention  to  the  important 
measures  of  a  central  high  school,  and  county  Normal  School,  in  view  of 
the^expressed  wishes  of  the  trustees  of  the  Beaver  County  academy,  to  place 
their  institution  on  a  more  prosperous  and  useful  educational  basis.  If  the 
gentlemanly  and  courteous  managers  of  the  academy  would  take  into  con- 
sideration one  or  other  of  the  above  projects,  and  prosecute  it  to  a  success- 
ful issue,  they  would  not  onby  be  conferring  educational  blessings  upon 
thousands,  but  would  also  be  instrumental  in  supplying  an  educational 
want  which  is  pressing  and  grievously  felt. 

The  Directory I  am  persuaded  that  any  reportmade  under  the  provisions 

of  the  school  law  would  be  incomplete,  if  it  failed  to  represent  the  direc- 
tory. The  entire  control  and  the  essential  workings  of  the  system  are  vested 
in  these  school  officers.  The  duties  of  other  officers,  are,  for  the  most  part, 
executive.  Directors  have  the  power,  under  the  law,  to  purchase  grounds 
for  school  purposes  ;  the  power  to  build  school  houses  ;  the  power  to  equip 
these  houses  with  suitable  furniture,  black-boards,  maps,  charts,  apparatus, 
&c. ;  the  power  to  adopt  a  series  of  text-books  ;  the  power  to  employ  teach- 
ers and  the  power  to  dismiss  them  ;  the  power  to  levy  taxes  and  the  power 
to  collect  these  taxes ;  in  brief,  the}r  are  the  legal  guardians  of  education  in 
the  respective  communities  in  which  they  move.  The  trust  imposed  in  them 
is  indeed  a  momentous  one.  How  well  many  of  our  directors  have  fulfilled 
the  duties  incumbent  upon  them  may  be  seen  in  the  increased  number  of  new 
and  substantial  buildings  which  were  erected  during  the  past  year  ;  the  re- 
fitting and  repairing  of  many  others  ;  and  the  preparations  which  have  been 
made  for  future  work  in  the  same  direction.  In  addition  to  these  labors, 
school  visitations,  and  in  some  instances,  school  supervisions  were  not  ne- 
glected. It  would  give  me  great  pleasure,  if  it  were  considered  politic,  to 
mention  the  districts  which  have  been  favored  with  officers  who  have  made 
it  a  matter  of  conscience  in  discharging  their  duties  as  directors  and  con- 
trollers of  our  public  schools.  In  certain  localities,  directors  fail  to  be  im- 
pressed with  the  responsibilities  of  the  office,  and  official  duties  are  neglected. 
It  is  a  significant  fact,  that  in  almost  every  instance  where  this  is  the  case, 
the  schools  of  the  district  are  retrograding  in  place  of  progressing.  Not- 
withstanding all  this,  the  great  body  of  our  directory  are  "  men,  high  mind- 
ed men,"  who  are  fully  alive  to  the  educational  wants  of  the  county. 

Educational  Office. — Agreeably  to  the  suggestion  of  the  State  Superin- 
tendent, the  commissioners  have  set  apart  a  room  in  the  court  house  for 
the  benefit  of  the  educational  interests  of  the  county.  We  are  already 
under  obligations  to  publishers  and  manufacturers  of  school  furniture  for 
courtesies  extended.  It  is  the  design  of  this  office,  not  only  to  be  a  dis- 
pensary of  school  documents  furnished  by  the  School  Department,  but 
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also  a  depository  of  text-books,  maps,  charts,  apparatus,  school  furniture, 
&c.  which  will  be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  school  officers  and  all  in- 
terested in  the  cause  of  education.  The  superintendent,  when  not  on  ac- 
tive dut}'  in  the  county,  will  be  found  in  the  educational  office. 

Conclusion. — I  beg  leave  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  School  Depart- 
ment, the  county  press,  directors,  teachers  and  patrons,  for  many  favors 
and  valuable  assistance  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties. 


BEDFORD  COUNTY— H.  W.  Fisher. 

EDUCATIONAL   TROGRESS. 

Houses. — During  the  past  four  years  sixty-three  new  school  houses  were 
built  in  the  county  ;  sixteen  of  these  were  erected  during  the  present  school 
year.  This  is  the  first  encouraging  sign  of  progress  we  note  in  this,  our 
fifth  annual  report.  Four  of  the  new  houses  were  built  in  Bedford  town- 
ship, at  a  cost  of  $3,030;  two  in  Monroe,  at  a  cost  of  about  $800  ;  one  in 
West  Providence,  at  $315  ;  one  in  Hopewell  township,  at  $326  ;  two  in  Cum- 
berland Yalle}^,  at  a  cost  of  $925  ;  one  in  Colerain  township,  at  $700  ;  two 
in  St.  Clair  township,  at  $1,100  ;  three  in  Southampton,  at  a  cost  of  $1,400. 
Total  cost  of  the  sixteen  houses,  $8,65G. 

With  the  exception  of  the  house  in  West  Providence,  and  the  Acker 
house,  in  St.  Clair,  these  are  all  good  buildings,  and  occupy  favorable  sites. 
The  house  in  West  Providence  is  too  low,  the  seats  and  desks  are  poorly 
constructed,  and  adapted  for  primary  pupils  only ;  the  black-boards  are 
worthless  ;  in  short,  the  whole  building  shows  the  conception  and  execution 
of  one  who  knows  nothing  about  school  architecture.  The  Acker  house, 
St.  Clair  township,  is  constructed  of  very  poor  material,  such  as  no  judici- 
ous person  would  employ  in  the  erection  of  a  dwelling  house.  While  we 
speak  thus  disparagingly  of  these  two  houses,  we  cannot  but  point  with  pride 
to  the  other  buildings  erected,  and  especially  to  the  Browning  house,  in 
Southampton  township.  Dp  to  the  school  year  186 T  this  was  a  non-accept- 
ing district.  At  that  time  there  was  not  a  good  school  house  in  the  town- 
ship. Each  year  since  then  new  houses  have  been  built,  and  each  year, 
too,  the  buildings  erected  have  been  an  improvement  on  the  preceding  ones. 
Those  erected  during  the  past  year,  three  in  number,  are  the  best  in  the 
township,  and  at  the  head  stands  the  Browning  house.  For  beauty  of  lo- 
cation, neatness  of  finish,  and  taste  displayed  in  ornamenting  the  grounds, 
it  has  no  superior  in  rural  districts  in  the  count}'.  Much  credit  is  due  Basil 
Browning,  on  whose  farm  the  building  stands.  He  gave  the  choice  spot 
for  its  location,  free,  with  the  proviso  that  the  board  of  directors  enclose 
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the  ground  with  a  neat  fence,  and  then,  with  his  own  hands,  he  ornamented 
the  enclosure,  b}r  planting  shade  trees,  and  making  fine  walks  to  the  school 
door.  This  is  the  first  step  toward  ornamenting  and  beautifying  school 
grounds  in  rural  districts  in  the  count}',  and  we  give  it  with  the  hope  that 
others  ma}'  soon  catch  the  spirit  here  manifested.  This  gentleman  had  no 
other  object  in  view,  save  that  of  doing  some  good  in  the  cause ;  of  creat- 
ing some  taste  and  love  for  the  beautiful  in  the  hearts  of  the  boys  and  girls 
who  attend  this  school.  Ma}'  we  not  be  able  to  report  like  public  spirited 
movements  in  other  parts  of  the  county  in  which  new  school  houses  are  to 
be  erected  during  the  coming  year  ?  We  trust  that  we  may.  A  smile  of 
welcome  greets  the  scholars  as  they  come  up  to  such  a  house.  Nothing 
here  is  repulsive.  Few  marks  of  absenteeism  are  found  on  the  school  regis- 
ter. The  key  note  that  makes  children  willing  scholars  is  struck  when 
parents  turn  out  and  make  the  school  house  a  pleasant  home  for  them,  and 
the  school  grounds  a  place  of  beauty. 

The  directors  of  Bedford  borough,  Bloody  Run  and  Woodbury  under- 
stand this  matter,  for  they  have  gone  to  great  labor  and  expense  to  make 
their  school  grounds  and  buildings  attractive  ;  and  Schellsburg  is  following 
in  quick  succession.  Most  of  this  work  in  these  districts  has  been  done 
during  the  past  year.  The  houses  built  in  Bedford  township  and  the  one 
built  in  Colerain  township  are  models  of  their  class.  A  good,  substantial 
frame  building  for  the  colored  school  was  built  in  Bedford  township.  Man y 
of  the  districts  err  in  that  they  do  not  paint  their  houses  immediately  after 
they  are  built.  If  it  is  economy  to  paint  dwelling  houses  it  must  be  equally 
so  with  school  houses.  Aside  from  the  mere  fact  that  it  pays  to  paint  them, 
it  adds  so  much  to  their  appearance,  and  every  day's  observation  shows 
that  pupils  take  more  pride  in  keeping  neatly  painted  school  houses  in  order 
thau  if  they  are  not  painted.  Paint  every  frame  house  put  up  hereafter, 
and  the  amount  of  rnoney  found  expended  under  the  item  "  repairs,"  in  the 
annual  reports,  will  be  very  materially  lessened. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — Twenty  houses  were  supplied  with  new  and 
comfortable  furniture ;  twenty-one  with  apparatus,  eight  of  these  with  out- 
line maps.  More  attention  than  heretofore  was  given  to  secure  good  black- 
board surface  in  the  houses  built,  and,  with  but  one  or  two  exceptions,  the 
black-boards  supplied  are  all  that  was  desired.  There  are  now  only  two 
schools  in  the  count}'  wlioU}'  without  apparatus,  and  these  will  be  supplied 
during  the  coming  year.  What  we  most  need  at  pi-esent,  under  this  head, 
is  suitable  apparatus  for  primary  pupils.  Material  to  keep  the  busy  little 
hands  and  heads  employed  in  our  mixed  schools,  during  the  time  the  teachers 
are  engaged  with  the  older  pupils.  A  small  sum  judiciously  expended  in 
each  district  for  this  purpose  will  yield  a  large  return. 

Softools. — There  are  now  fifteen  graded  schools  in  the  county:  of  these 
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the  Bedford  borough  and  the  Bloody  Run  schools  were  the  most  successful, 
partly  because  the  discipline  in  these  was  most  thorough,  but  mainly  be- 
cause patrons,  directors  and  teachers  labored  together  to  make  the  grading 
perfect,  to  make  qualification  the  only  basis  of  promotion — thus  stimulat- 
ing the  whole  school,  and  creatiug  such  healthy  action  and  desire  for  excel- 
lence on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  that  the  schools  almost  governed  themselves. 
In  the  graded  schools  at  Schellsburg,  scholarship  was  not  prominently  kept 
in  view  in  grading,  and  the  result  was  as  might  have  been  expected.  This 
year's  experience  there  has  taught  the  directors  to  make  more  careful  grad- 
ing in  the  future,  and  the  coming  year  promises  better  work. 

The  schools  at  Pleasantville,  St.  Clairsville,  New  Enterprise,  Waterside, 
Hopewell,  Riddlesburg,  Saxton  and  Stonerstown,  are  each  too  large  for  one 
teacher.  These  should  be  graded.  Riddlesburg  should  take  the  matter  in 
hand  immediately,  erect  a  larger  house  and  carefully  grade  her  school. 
There  will  be  at  least  one  hundred  pupils  there  by  the  opening  of  the  next 
school  term, 

Bible  in  the  School  Boom. — The  Bible  was  daily  read  in  one  hundred  and 
ninety-nine,  out  of  two  hundred  and  eleven  schools. 

Text-books. — We  still  hold,  to  county  uniformity.  In  two  hundred  and 
nine  schools,  out  of  two  hundred  and  eleven,  open,  the  books  used  were 
uniform.  A  good  series  adopted — with  probably  the  readers  as  an  excep- 
tion— should  be  kept  in  use,  not  only  for  ''three  years,"  as  the  law  now  de- 
signates, but  just  as  long  as  publishers  and  retail  merchants  can  be  made 
to  furnish  them  at  christian  rates.  We  do  not  believe  that  '"frequent  change 
of  text-books  produces  new  life  in  the  school  room."  We  might  as  well 
say  that  frequent  change  of  finger-boards  at  cross  roads  on  the  public  way, 
gives  new  life  to  the  weary  traveler. 

Teachers. — Two  hundred  and  eleven  teachers  were  employed,  seventy- 
three  females  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  males.  The  average  grade 
of  certificate  was  1.93.  This  is  a  little  above  the  average  grade  of  last  year, 
average  age  of  teachers  23.15.  Out  of  the  whole  number  employed,  forty- 
eight  had  never  taught,  fifty  had  taught  less  than  one  year,  and  seventy-nine 
had  taught  more  than  five  years.  Two  hundred  and  nine  had  studied  some 
standard  work  on  the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching.  There  are  only  five 
teachers  in  the  county  who  hold  permanent  certificates,  and  six  who  hold 
professional.  Our  teachers  are  young,  many,  as  is  readily  seen,  inexpe- 
rienced, and  this  will  necessarily  be  the  case  so  long  as  wages  are  low  and 
term  of  school  short.  But,  while  this  is  true,  the  majority  of  them  are 
willing  to  make  many  sacrifices  for  the  cause  in  which  they  labor.  During 
the  past  }7ear  about  three-fourths  of  them  attended  the  County  Normal 
School ;  two-thirds  of  them  subscribed  for  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal, 
or  some  other  educational  paper;    about  the  same  number  attended  the 


22  BEDFORD  COUNTY. 

County  Institute,  and  all  made  some  progress  in  the  different  branches 
taught  in  the  public  schools,  and  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching. 
Yet  there  is  room  for  much  improvement.  Our  teachers  have  much  to 
learn  of  their  profession  before  they  can  lay  any  claim  to  proficiency. 

Salaries. — Bedford  borough  paid  the  principal  teacher  $1,000,  for  a  term 
of  nine  months,  increasing  the  salary  about  forty  per  centum.  This  was  a 
wise  move,  and  the  progress  of  her  schools  during  the  past  year  more  than 
justified  this  action  of  the  board.  In  a  number  of  the  districts  the  wages 
advanced.  Broad  Top  township  paid  the  highest  salaries,  fifty  dollars  a 
month,  for  teachers  of  ungraded  schools.     Napier  aud  Juniata  the  lowest. 

WORK   DONE    BY   THE    SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations. — Twent3*-five  public  and  five  private  examinations  were 
held ;  ninety-nine  directors,  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  citizens,  and  two 
hundred  and  twenty  applicants  were  present.  Two  hundred  and  three  pro- 
visional, and  two  professional  certificates  were  issued.  Eleven  applicants 
were  rejected.  Two  certificates  were  annulled  and  two  renewed.  Those  who 
were  rejected  failed  to  come  up  to  the  required  standard  of  scholarship  for 
the  lowest  grade.  All  of  the  examinations  were  conducted  on  the  oral 
and  written  methods  combined,  and  were  made  as  thorough  as  circum- 
stances would  permit. 

Visitations. — Two  hundred  and  thirty-six  visits  to  schools  were  made,  at 
an  average  length  of  1.71  hours  to  each  visit.  Six  schools  were  not  reached. 
AVe  had  hoped  during  the  year  to  make  more  and  longer  visits  than  during 
any  former  }'ear,  but  owing  to  sickness  of  several  weeks,  in  the  midst  of  the 
school  term,  we  did  not  succeed  ;  we  did  all  we  could  do.  Thirty-seven  di- 
rectors accompanied  me,  and  I  met  two  hundred  and  twent\'-two  patrons  in 
the  schools.  Man}-  of  the  districts  pay  a  premium  for  success  in  teaching  ; 
hence  one  of  the  objects  in  view  in  these  visits  was  to  ascertain  the  profes- 
sional skill  of  the  teachers.  As  an  illustration  of  the  worth  of  these  school 
visits  I  need  give  but  a  single  example.  A  school  was  reached  which  had 
been  open  nearly  two  months.  Some  twenty  scholars  in  it  were  prepared 
to  enter  the  stud}'  of  grammar,  but  up  to  that  time  no  persuasion  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher  could  induce  them  to  procure  the  books.  A  meeting  of 
the  citizens  was  called.  The  matter  was  pressed  home  to  them,  and  two 
days  later,  in  passing  through  the  same  district,  I  found  that  every  want 
was  supplied.  The  boys  and  girls  were  hard  at  work  preparing  their  gram- 
mar lessons. 

Educational  Meetings. — Thirty-three  educational  meetings  were  held  ;  I 
attended  two  county  and  eight  district  institutes,  and  devoted  twenty  weeks 
to  the  county  Normal  school. 
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WORK   DONE    BY    OTHER    AGENCIES. 

Private  Schools. — Twenty-eight  of  these  were  open  during  the  year,  em- 
ploying thirty-seven  teachers.  Twelve  hundred  and  ninety-nine  children 
attended,  at  a  cost  of  $6,172.  Many  of  these  pay  schools  have  done  much 
good  during  the  past,  and  yet  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  sooner  the  school 
term  is  increased,  and  these  schools  done  away  with,  the  better  it  will  be 
for  all  parties  concerned.  They  are  for  the  fevj.  The  public  schools  are 
for  all.  Teachers  are  frequently  employed  in  these  schools  who  could  not 
stand  an  examination.  They  do  not  come  under  the  supervision  of  the  su- 
perintendent, and,  too  often,  they  teach  what  must  be  undone  when  their 
pupils  enter  the  public  schools.  If  such  schools,  owing  to  the  shortness  of 
the  common  school  term,  must  be  kept  open,  directors  should  not  grant  the 
use  of  any  school  house  unless  the  applicant  holds  a  good  certificate,  or  is 
willing  to  submit  to  an  examination. 

County  Normal  School. — This  school,  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the 
County  Superintendent,  was  open  twenty  weeks — ten  during  the  fall  of  1870 
and  ten  weeks  during  the  spring  of  1871.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-e;ght  pu- 
pils attended,  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  of  whom  taught  during  the 
year.  This  school  has  been  in  operation  eight  years,  and  during  that  time 
some  nine  hundred  teachers  have  attended  its  sessions.  Most  of  these  were 
natives  of  the  county.  Not  a  few,  however,  have  been  drawn  to  it  from 
the  neighboring  counties  and  from  Maryland. 

County  Institute. — One  hundred  and  twent}T-six  teachers  attended  the 
County  Institute.  The  meeting  was  held  in  Bedford,  in  September,  imme- 
diately after  the  close  of  the  county  Normal  school.  Last  year  it  was  held 
during  the  holida}'  week,  which  comes  just  about  the  middle  of  our  ochool 
term.  We  found  that  many  of  our  teachers  wanted  holiday,  and  besides, 
the  school  term  being  short  and  the  leading  objects  of  the  institute,  as  we 
understand,  being  to  instruct  the  teachers  and  to  awaken  public  sentiment 
on  the  subject  of  schools,  we  therefore  again  changed  the  time  of  holding 
the  session  to  an  earlier  day.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  proper  time  to 
prepare  for  a  work,  is  before  beginning  it  and  not  in  the  midst  of  it.  Teach- 
ers want  information  ;  they  want  to  know  how  to  teach ;  how  to  create  life 
in  the  school  room  ;  how  to  produce  a  healthy  public  in  favor  of  schools 
where  is  does  not  already  exist,  and  to  the  county  institute  they  come  for 
this  knowledge.  The  public,  too,  must  be  shown  their  duty  in  the  matter ; 
they  must  be  brought  out  to  these  meetings,  in  order  to  be  awakened,  and 
all  this,  as  we  believe,  should  be  done  just  before  the  school  term  begins. 
Then,  after  the  foundation  of  the  work  is  thus  yearly  laid,  can  the  super- 
intendent in  the  local  institute  and  in  his  district  meetings  continue  it 
with  success. 

The  principal  instructors  and  lecturers  at  the  County  Institute,  were  Rev. 
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Jos.  B.  "Waugh,  of  the  Young  Ladies'  Seminary,  at  Hollulaysburg  ;  Prof.  H. 
B.  Zimmerman,  of  the  Bloody  Run  schools ;  Rev.  J.  Q.  M'Atee,  of  Bedford  ; 
A.  M.  Martin,  of  Cony,  Pa.;  Miss  Emma  Garfield,  of  Busti,  N.  Y.,  and 
J.  H.  Jordan,  of  Bedford,  Pa.  A  number  of  valuable  essays  were  read  by 
the  teachers  of  the  county,  who,  with  the  citizens  and  visitors,  took  a  deep 
interest  in  all  the  exercises.  The  meeting  was  an  entire  success,  and  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  much  practical  good  resulted  from  it. 

Monthly  Reports. — Four  blank  reports,  like  the  copy  below,  were  put  into 
the  hands  of  each  teacher  on  opening  his  school. 

MONTHLY   REPORT    TO   COUNTY    SUPERINTENDENT, 

Of school,  No ,  in district. 

Number  on  the  roll 

Number  on  the  roll  last  3Tear,  same  month 

Average  daily  attendance  during  the  month 


Number  in  the  alphabet 

Number  in  spelling 

Number  in  First  reader 

Number  in  Second  reader 

Number  in  Third  reader 

Number  in  Fourth  reader , 

Number  in  Fifth  reader 

Number  in  mental  arithmetic 

Numbei  in  written  arithmetic 

Number  in  writing , 

Number  in  geography 

Number  in  grammar. , 

Number  in  history  United  States 

Number  in  algebra 

Percentage  of  attendance  during  month 

Average  progress  during  month 

Average  conduct  during  month 

Do  you  read  the  Bible  in  your  school  ? 

Names  of  visiting  directors  during  month 

,  Teacher. 

,  Secretary. 

Office  for  County  Superintendent. — At  the  request  of  the  State  Superin- 
tendent, the  count}'  commissioners  have  furnished  the  superintendent  with 
an  office  in  the  court  building.  This  supplies  a  want  long  felt.  It  contains 
books,  maps,  charts,  school  apparatus,  &c,  for  examination  by  teachers  and 
directors,  besides  furnishing  a  place  for  the  necessary  documents  of  the 
office. 
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BERKS  COUNTY— D.  B.  Brunner. 

New  Houses. — Nine  new  school  houses  were  built  this  year — two  in  the 
city  of  Reading,  one  in  Franklin  street,  sixty  feet  by  eighty,  at  a  cost  of 
$27,000,  and  one  in  Marion  street,  fifty-five  feet  by  eighty,  at  a  cost  of 
$22,000.  These  are  the  finest  school  edifices  in  the  city.  They  are  built 
on  the  most  improved  plan,  furnished  with  the  most  comfortable  and 
attractive  furniture,  and  provided  with  a  large  black-board  surface,  princi- 
pally of  mineral  slate  ;  they  are  two  stories  high,  spacious,  and  each  accom- 
modates eight  schools.  Seven  houses  were  built  in  the  rural  districts — one 
in  Brecknock,  one  in  Exeter,  one  in  Long  Swamp,  two  in  Maxatawny,  one 
in  Ruscombmanor  and  one  in  Spring.  Two  of  the  old  houses  were  built  a 
few  years  ago,  when  the  idea  prevailed  in  some  localities  that  an}rthing  was 
good  enough  for  a  school  house,  and  in  consequence  of  this  idea  some  school 
houses  were  put  up  with  cheap  material  and  cheap  labor.  Two  of  these 
cheaply  built  houses  were  on  the  point  of  toppling  over,  and  had  to  be  re- 
built. It  is,  however,  a  source  of  gratification  to  be  able  to  report  that  the 
directors  at  the  present  time  are  much  more  careful  in  the  erection  of 
school  houses.  The  bouses  erected  this  year  are  all  comfortable,  sub- 
stantial and  well  ventilated  buildings,  and  supplied  with  good  furniture. 

Schools  of  the  city  of  Beading. — The  schools  of  the  city  have  been  gradu- 
ally advancing.  Many  of  the  teachers  have  a  long  experience,  while  the 
more  inexperienced  are  nearly  all  graduates  of  the  high  school,  which  con- 
stantly keeps  a  reserve  corps  of  well  qualified  teachers  on  hand,  and  the 
board  of  control,  composed  of  intelligent  business  and  professional  men 
and  mechanics,  is  alive  to  the  interest  of  the  schools  in  devising  plans  for 
their  improvement,  and  erecting  convenient  buildings  for  the  instruction  of 
the  children. 

Schools  of  Boroughs  and  Bural  Districts. — Many  of  the  schools  through 
the  countiy  have  been  doing  very  well.  The  teachers  seem  to  understand 
that  they  are  filling  responsible  positions,  and  they  are  laboring  with  a  zeal 
and  devotion  that  will  do  much  toward  ameliorating  the  schools  and  en- 
listing the  sympathies  and  encouragement  of  all  classes  of  people.  I  do 
not  draw  any  invidious  distinction  between  any  districts,  but  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  stating  that  Bernville  has  made  the  greatest  progress.  Faithful 
and  energetic  teachers,  a  school  board  that  visits  the  school  weekl3T,  and 
parents  who  submit  to  the  regulations  of  the  board,  and  visit  the  schools 
almost  daily,  are  circumstances  that  never  fail  to  make  schools  prosperous. 
The  schools  of  Hamburg  have  maintained  their  usual  pace  of  advancement. 
A  series  of  very  interesting  educational  meetings  were  held  by  the  Ham- 
burg institute  in  the  basement  of  a  church.     The  rural  districts  generally 
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are  doing  well,  yet  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  some  do  not  make  the  progress 
that  they  ought. 

County  Institute. — The  eighth  annual  session  of  the  County  Teachers' 
Institute  was  held  the  last  week  in  October.  Four  hundred  and  twenty 
teachers  were  present.  The  attendance  was  larger  than  ever  before.  As 
these  annual  gatherings  of  teachers  recur,  a  more  profound  interest  is  mani- 
fested in  them,  and  there  is  much  reason  to  believe  that  the  progress  that 
is  now  made  and  the  increased  activity  observable  in  the  school  room  are, 
to  a  great  extent,  traceable  to  the  County  Institute.  Our  principal  lecturers 
and  instructors  were  Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Professors  J.  G.  Moore,  J. 
A.  Stewart,  J.  S.  Krumbine,  J.  S.  Ermentrout,  A.  M.  SpauldiDg  and  others. 

Branch  Institutes. — It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  get  the  teachers  generally 
to  participate  in  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Institute,  and  so  small  a 
number  of  directors  attend  that  it  is  useless  to  make  a  directors'  day  to 
discuss  topics  relative  to  their  duties.  To  get  more  teachers  and  directors 
actively  engaged  in  the  workings  of  the  public  schools,  eight  branch  in- 
stitutes were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county.  They  were  well  attended 
by  teachers,  directors  and  parents,  and  were  looked  upon  with  a  great  deal 
of  favor,  and  undoubtedly  do  much  to  mould  the  sentiments  of  the  people, 
and  convince  them  that  it  is  our  object  to  make  the  schools  better. 

District  Institutes. — Thirty-four  of  the  forty-nine  school  districts  in  the 
county  held  district  institutes.  Three  hundred  and  one  teachers  attended. 
The  majority  of  these  institutes  were  well  conducted  and  benefited  the  teach-' 
ers  and  their  pupils.  The  directors  of  some  districts  deserve  much  praise 
for  urging  the  teachers  to  hold  institutes  and  granting  them  the  time,  while 
others,  probably  for  want  of  confidence  in  their  teachers,  discountenanced 
them.  Most  of  the  teachers  labored  assiduously  to  make  these  institutes 
agencies  to  disseminate  useful  knowledge  among  the  teachers,  and  they  suc- 
ceeded in  making  them  profitable  and  practical,  but  I  regret  to  mention 
that  a  few  teachers,  who  have  little  concern  for  their  own  improvement  and 
less  for  the  advancement  of  their  schools,  more  than  wasted  their  time,  and 
thus  brought  institutes,  in  some  districts,  into  bad  repute. 

Lectures. — The  best  way  to  reach  the  parents  is  by  lectures  during  the 
school  visitation  tour.  I  held  thirty  lectures  while  I  traveled  through  the 
country,  and  invariably  had  large  and  attentive  audiences. 

E. criminations. — Forty-five  examinations  were  held,  at  which  five  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  applicants  were  examined.  An  examination  was  held  in 
each  district,  except  in  a  few  instances  two  small  'districts  were  combined. 
Four  hundred  and  sixty  two  received  provisional  certificates,  nine  profes- 
sional and  ninety-six  were  rejected.  The  average  grade  of  certiQcate  was 
two.  Two  hundred  and  sixty  directors  were  present,  besides  a  large  num- 
ber of  spectators.     At  the  close  of  the  public  examinations  eighteen  were 
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examined  privately,  to  fill  the  vacancies  still  existing.  About  one-half  of 
the  exercises  were  oral ;  the  rest  written. 

Teachers. Many  of  our  teachers  are  preparing  themselves  for  their  re- 
sponsible positions  by  attending  the  Keystone  State  Normal  School  and 
other  literary  institutions,  of  which  we  have  a  number  in  our  county,  while 
others  are  making  use  of  their  leisure  hours  to  improve  themselves  by  pri- 
vate study,  and  in  this  manner  they  are  qualifying  themselves  better  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  a  teacher.  These  teachers  are  much  sought  after  by 
the  directors  and  parents,  and  frequently  receive  extra  pay. 

Graded  Schools.— The  schools  of  Mt.  ^Etna  were  graded  at  the  opening 
of  the  school  term.  This  caused  great  dissatisfaction  among  the  people 
who  did  not  fully  comprehend  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  graded 
schools.  But  after  the  schools  were  in  operation  a  short  time  all  seemed  to 
be  very  well  pleased.  The  schools  could  be  very  advantageously  graded  in 
the  villages  of  Blandon,  Fleetwood,  Friedensburg,  Sinking  Spring,  Shoe- 
makersville  and  Stroudsburg,  and  I  hope  that  I  may  be  able  to  report  the 
grading  of  at  least  some  of  them  in  my  next  report. 

Text-books. — The  irregularity  of  text-books  is  a  serious  hindrance  to  the 
satisfactory  classification  of  the  schools.  In  some  districts  this  irregularity 
exists  to  a  great  extent ;  in  others  very  little  of  it  is  found,  yet  the  schools 
cannot  be  reported  to  have  a  uniform  series  of  books.  The  school  boards 
in  a  number  of  the  districts  have  taken  measures  to  exclude  irregular  text- 
books step  by  step,  and  it  is  probable  that  in  a  few  years,  if  they  continue 
to  enforce  these  measures,  we  will  have  one  of  the  most  annoying  obstacles 
in  teaching  removed. 

Irregularity  of  Attendance. — The  people  have  but  'an  imperfect  concep- 
tion of  the  time  that  is  lost  by  irregularity  in  attendance,  much  of  which 
could  be  avoided  without  occasioning  any  inconvenience  to  the  parents,  and 
might  be  of  incalculable  value  to  the  children.  I  prepared  a  table  of  at- 
tendance and  irregularity  of  thirty  schools,  which  I  read  to  the  parents  at 
my  evening  lectures  and  to  the  children  in  the  schools,  and  I  found  but 
few  who  had  ai^  idea  of  this  fearful  irregularity.  A  reasonable  allowance 
must  be  made  for  sickness. 

Apparatus. — Two  hundred  and  sixteen  schools  are  supplied  with  out-line 
maps  and  nearly  as  many  with  globes.  There  is  no  school  house  wholly 
without  apparatus,  and  only  a  few  can  be  considered  well  supplied.  Two 
of  the  districts  were  supplied  with  Pierce's  magnetic  globes  this  year,  and 
if  the  agent  had  been  more  careful  to  "keep  his  spirits  up"  by  pouring  less 
of  the  "spirits"  down,  he  might  have  sold  many  more.  Globes  and  out-line 
maps  are  necessary  apparatus,  and  teachers  will  labor  under  great  disadvan- 
tages until  they  are  supplied  with  these  aids.     May  the  time  speedily  come 
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when  ever}-  school  will  be  supplied  with  the  apparatus  requisite  to  facilitate 
teaching,  and  make  it  pleasant  to  teachers  and  pupils. 

School  Visitation. — I  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county  except  four, 
which  were  closed  at  the  time  of  my  visits.  The  time  spent  in  each  school 
was  about  an  hour.  It  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  superintendent, 
teachers  and  pupils  if  more  time  could  be  spent  in  each  school,  but  the  great 
number  of  schools  and  the  shortness  of  the  school  term  forbid  longer  visits 
unless  the  superintendent  would  visit  only  some  of  the  schools. 

Conclusion. — I  have  observed  many  things  this  year  that  indicate  pro- 
gress. Excellent  school  houses  have  been  built,  institutes  were  more  nu- 
merous and  successful,  teachers  have  improved,  directors  have  taken  steps 
to  surmount  some  of  the  greatest  obstacles  and  the  sentiments  of  the  peo- 
ple are  rapidly  becoming  more  favorable.  I  cannot  close  this  report  with- 
out acknowledging  the  many  acts  of  kindness  and  hospitality  that  have 
been  extended  to  me  by  all  classes  of  people  throughout  the  entire  county. 


BLAIR  COUNTY.— John  B.  Holland. 

EVIDENCES   OP   CONTINUED    PROGRESS. 

Of  the  twenty-two  school  houses  reported  last  year  as  being  unfit  for 
school  purposes,  no  less  than  eight  have  since  been  re-placed  b3r  new  ones. 
Of  this  number  two  were  erected  in  Taylor  district,  two  in  Greenfield,  one 
in  Freedom,  one  in  Huston,  one  in  Tyrone  and  one  in  Hollidaysburg  bor- 
ough. The  latter,  for  the  colored  school,  is  a  neat  and  substantial  frame 
building,  supplied  with  patent  seats  and  desks,  and  other  modern  appli- 
ances. The  one  in  Tyrone  township  and  the  one  at  Sharpsburg,  Taylor 
township,  are  both  first-class  school  houses,  built  on  improved  plans,  and 
reflect  much  credit  upon  their  respective  districts. 

A  new  school  house  was  also  erected  and  a  new  school  established  in 
"  Patterson  Independent  district,"  which,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  ap- 
proved May  9,  1810,  was  formed  out  of  parts  of  Catharine  township,  this 
county,  and  Morris  township,  Huntingdon  county. 

Schools. — Manifestations  of  new  life  and  increased  activity  in  our  schools, 
were,  with  few  exceptions,  apparent  throughout  the  entire  county. 

Among  the  many  commendable  and  ennobling  features  of  modern  school 
teaching,  now  encouraged  and  much  practiced,  is  that  of  music.  In  many 
of  our  best  schools,  in  town  and  country,  happy,  cheerful  song  has  taken 
the  place  of  the  birch  and  ferrule. 

In  some  of  our  schools  the  elements  of  vocal  music  are  taught  as  a  regu- 
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lar  branch  of  study,  and  with  the  most  satisfactory  results.  Too  much 
cannot  be  said  with  reference  to  its  beneficial  influence  upon  our  schools, 
to  say  nothing  of  its  value  as  an  accomplishment,  but  space  will  not  here 
permit.  We  may,  however,  in  this  connection,  be  permitted  to  suggest  the 
propriety  of  its  being  made  a  required  study  in  our  common  school  curri- 
culum. 

Teachers. — Our  teachers,  as  a  class,  seem  to  have  caught  up  the  spirit, 
and  are  pressing  onward  with  commendable  zeal  to  a  higher  standard  of 
qualification.  Of  all  that  were  employed  during  the  year  a  large  majority 
labored  earnestly  and  successfully.  A  few,  however,  fell  below  expectation, 
and  three  entirely  failed.  Of  these,  two  were  dismissed  ;  one  by  the  board, 
for  alleged  severity,  and  the  other  by  order  of  the  County  Superintendent, 
for  manifest  incompetency. 

Salaries. — By  reference  to  the  statistical  table  herewith  presented,  it  will 
be  seen  that  teachers'  salaries,  in  a  number  of  districts,  have  been  very  ma- 
terially increased.  In  some  of  the  rural  districts  the  salary  is  based  upon 
the  grade  of  the  certificate,  a  practice  which  cannot  be  too  earnestly  recom- 
mended. It  is  true,  the  best  scholars  do  not  always  prove  to  be  the  best 
teachers,  but  the  "exception  only  proves  the  rule  ;"  and  it  is,  therefore,  the 
wiser  policy,  and  safer  plan,  always  to  select  teachers  from  among  those 
holding  the  highest  grade  of  certificate.  This  plan,  while  not  strictly  ad- 
hered to  in  all  cases,  is  nevertheless  generally  adopted.  Judging  from  what 
is  now  known  of  our  present  educational  status,  we  may  reasonably  hope 
that  talent  will  eventually  command  a  premium  in  the  school  room. 

As  a  further  evidence  of  increasing  interest  in  respect  to  our  schools,  we 
refer  with  pleasure  to  the  unusually  large  number  of  visitations  on  the  part 
of  directors  and  citizens,  as  shown  by  the  teachers'  monthly  reports.  No 
traces  are  found  of  such  marked  interest  at  any  former  period. 

OFFICIAL   WORK. 

Examinations. — In  addition  to  the  regular  public  examinations,  the  same 
in  number  as  those  of  last  year,  six  private  examinations  were  afterward 
held  for  the  purpose  of  filling  vacancies.  Four  such  examinations  have 
also  since  been  held  for  the  accommodation  of  applicants  for  private  or  sub- 
scription schools.  One  hundred  and  sixty-five  provisional  and  seven  pro- 
fessional certificates  were  granted,  and  fifteen  applicants  were  rejected. 

Visitations. — Two  hundred  and  four  visits  to  schools  were  made,  and 
with  the  exception  of  two  schools,  which  were  not  in  operation  at  the  time 
we  called,  all  were  reached.  Many  were  also  visited  twice,  and  others  three 
times.  As  heretofore,  short  addresses  of  a  practicil  nature  were  made  in 
all  the  schools,  and  many  radical  changes  for  the  better  are  claimed  to 
have  been  effected. 
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County  Institute. — The  Teachers'  Institute  which  convened  at  Hollidays- 
burg  during  the  week  of  the  holidays,  was  more  largely  attended  by  teach- 
ers and  directors  than  any  meeting  of  a  similar  character  previously  held 
in  the  county.  Of  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  common  school  teachers  em- 
ployed at  the  time  in  the  county  and  cit}r,  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  were 
present  during  a  greater  portion  of  the  time,  making  an  average  daily  at- 
tendance of  one  hundred  and  four. 

Quite  a  number  of  directors  were  present  on  Wednesday,  many  of  whom 
took  an  active  part  in  the  discussions,  and  did  much  toward  furthering  the 
cause  of  popular  education. 

"While  these  facts  unmistakably  indicate  a  growing  interest  in  reference 
to  these  annual  meetings,  yet  much  remains  to  be  done  before  we  can  ex- 
pect to  realize  their  full  benefits.  The  public  mind  must  be  educated  up  to 
the  reception  of  the  self-evident  truth,  that  teachers'  conventions  are  in. 
tended  for  mutual  improvement,  rather  than  pompous  entertainment.  In 
compliance  with  this  view,  an  effort  was  made  to  conduct  the  exercises  of 
our  meeeting  by  the  employment  of  home  talent  only — not  because  foreign 
assistance  would  not  sometimes  be  desirable,  but  because  teachers  under 
such  circumstances,  are  often  deterred  through  false  diffidence  from  active 
participation  in  the  exercises.  Teachers,  like  pupils,  cannot  be  greatly 
benefited  by  instruction  measured  out  to  them  in  regular  quantities,  while 
they  are  compelled  to  remain  mere  passive  recipients.  They  should  be  al- 
lowed to  feel  that  they  are  at  least  a  part  of  the  machinery,  and  that  a  part 
of  the  work  necessarily  belongs  to  them. 

We  are  indebted  for  valued  assistance  to  Prof.  Waugh,  of  the  Hollidays- 
burg  Female- Seminary,  and  Profs.  Cort  and  Skyes,  of  the  Juniata  Colle- 
giate Institute,  at  Martinsburg. 

District  Institutes. — During  the  winter  three  joint  district  institutes  and 
four  educational  meetings  were  held  by  the  County  Superintendent  in 
different  portions  of  the  count}'.  The  exercises  at  the  institutes  consisted 
principally  of  class  drills  in  the  common  school  branches,  and  discussions 
upon  various  subjects  of  interest  to  teacher  and  parent,  in  which  the  teachers 
engaged  with  proper  spirit,  and  merit  the  highest  commendation. 

At  the  educational  meetings  we  endeavored,  by  earnest  lectures,  to  awaken 
a  deeper  interest  among  the  masses  in  regard  to  popular  education,  and  to 
point  out  the  means  by  which  greater  efficiency  might  be  secured  in  the 
practical  working  of  our  schools.  These  meetings  were  well  attended  by 
teachers,  directors  and  citizens  ;  and  a  good  degree  of  interest  was  usually 
manifested.  Preparations  will  be  made  for  a  vigorous  campaign  in  this 
field  of  labor  during  the  coming  year,  for  it  is  believed  that  this  agency,  if 
properly  wielded,  will  be  instrumental  in  doing  much  good,  by  creating  a 
health}-  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  our  common  school  interests,  and 
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bringing  about  a  hearty  co-operation  of  all  concerned  in  the  great  work  of 
human  progress. 

Normal  Instruction. — Under  the  supervision  and  partial  instruction  of 
the  County  Superintendent  a  normal  class  was  organized  at  the  Juniata 
Collegiate  Institute  at  Martin sburg,  which  was  largely  attended  by  teachers 
of  this  and  adjoining  counties,  most  of  whom  were  employed  in  the  schools 
of  the  county  during  the  year  just  closed. 

HINDRANCES    TO   PROGRESS. 

•  It  is  still  maintained,  as  intimated  in  last  year's  report,  that  "  prema- 
ture promotion"  and  cramming  are  among  the  greatest  hindrances  to  pro- 
gress with  which  we  have  to  contend.  "We  do  not  believe,  however,  that 
the  evils  here  referred  to  prevail  to  any  greater  extent  in  this  than  in  many 
other  counties,  but  on  the  other  hand,  think  we  may  justly  claim  that  our 
teachers  generally  are  rapidly  coming  up  to  a  standard  of  qualification 
which  will  place  them  high  in  the  scale  of  educational  excellence.  That 
the  true  idea  of  teaching  or  educating,  here,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  is 
too  frequently  lost  sight  of,  or  too  little  understood,  even  by  some  "  well 
posted"  in  the  branches,  is  a  fact  which  unfortunately  cannot  be  denied. 
While  thoroughness  in  the  branches  is  not  only  very  desirable,  but  abso- 
lutely indispensable  to  successful  teaching,  it,  nevertheless,  is  not  the  neplus 
ultra  of  the  teacher's  qualification.  There  is  something  beyond,  which  can 
never  be  acquired  simply  by  the  study  of  the  common  school  branches. 
It  consists  in  how  much,  what,  when  and  how  to  teach. 

That  kind  of  teaching,  which  instead  of  aiva/cening  thought,  and  building 
up  the  intellectual  structure,  by  strengthening  and  developing  the  powers 
of  the  mind  in  the  investigation  of  fundamental  principles,  simply  seeks  to 
crowd  upon  the  mind  an  indigestible  mass  of  isolated  facts,  as  though  the 
great  desideratum  consists  greatest  possible  stretch  of  the  memory^ 

must  ever  be  regarded  by  all  thinking  individuals,  as  extremely  reprehen- 
sible. Another  prevalent,  though  baneful  practice,  also  coming  under  the 
head  of  "  cramming,"  which  can  only  receive  a  passing  notice  here,  consists 
in  stultifying  classes  at  every  recitation  by  an  overwhelming  torrent  of  ex- 
planation, which,  on  the  part  of  pupils,  precludes  all  possibility  of  thinking. 
Thus,  instead  of  cultivating  that  self-reliance  and  promoting  that  internal 
development,  which  are  necessary  to  a  healthy  progress  and  permanent 
mental  improvement,  pupils  are  metamorphosed  into  lifeless  machines  that 
act  only  as  they  are  acted  upon,  by  external,  instead  of  innate  power. 
What  is  wanted,  therefore,  is  more  thorough  normal  training  in  the  theory 
of  teaching.  More  menial  2)hilosophy,  and  if  need  be,  less  mental  arith- 
metic. 

Conclusion. — My  sincere  thanks  are  hereby  tendered  to  directors,  teach- 
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ers  and  citizens,  for  the  aid  and  encouragement  afforded  me  in  my  labors 
during  the  past  year,  and  for  the  uniform  kindness  with  which  I  have  every- 
where been  received. 

"We  are  also  under  man}'  obligations  to  the  editors  of  various  county  pa- 
pers, who  published  the  notice  and  proceedings  of  the  County  Institute, 
our  annual  report  and  other  matter  pertaining  to  the  schools  of  the  county. 
"With  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  School  Department  for  advice  and 
instruction  received,  while  laboring  in  the  interests  of  our  common  schools, 
we  close  this,  our  second  annual  report. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY.— Austin  A.  Keeney. 

Educational  Progress. — It  is  believed  that  during  the  year  just  closed  wc 
have  had  a  fair  average  of  educational  prosperity.  The  march  of  intellect, 
unlike  the  tread  of  an  army,  is  not  attended  with  outward  pomp  and  pa- 
geant, and  yet  who  shall  say  that  its  victories  are  less  potent  for  good  than 
those  which  adorn  the  brightest  page  of  history  ? 
"  Peace  hath  her  victories." 

And  it  is  not  too  much  to  hope  that  the  efforts  of  the  educator  in  our  midst, 
silent  and  unobserved  as  they  ma3T-be,  are  giving  such  adventitious  strength 
and  character  to  our  people,  as  a  nation,  as  will  prevail  against  repeated 
assaults  of  adversity.  If,  as  we  believe,  our  national  pyramid  is  being 
based  on  the  affections  of  an  enlightened  public,  is  being  grounded  on  the 
sure  foundation  of  eternal  justice,  then,  indeed,  will  it  be  a  bulwark  of 
strength  and  safety  to  our  people. 

Among  the  tangible  evidences  of  progress  in  our  county  may  be  men- 
tioned the  superior  qualification  of  teachers,  a  qualification  which  embraces 
theory  of  teaching,  more  uniformity  in  the  classification  of  pupils,  improved 
methods  of  instruction,  methods  which  bring  into  constant  requisition 
chart  and  black-board  exercises,  supplanting  the  old  method  of  pouring  tn 
by  that  more  approved  of  drawing  out ;  greater  earnestness  in  the  teacher 
and  a  corresponding  effort  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  a  thorough  compre- 
hension b}r  the  people  at  large  of  the  importance  of  a  judicious  intellectual 
training  of  youth. 

The  usual  number  of  new  houses  have  been  built,  while  many  of  the  old 
ones  have  undergone  thorough  repair,  and  the  necessary  apparatus  has 
been  introduced. 

The  importance  of  having  at  least  one  graded  school  in  each  township, 
open  to  students  from  every  part  of  the  district,  with  facilities  afforded  for 
the  study  of  the  higher  branches,  is  beginning  to  attract  the  attention  of 
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our  people,  and  already  several  of  the  boards  of  directors  have  taken  the 
initiatory  steps  towards  securing  the  necessary  buildings,  and  it  is  fair  to 
infer  that  when  the  good  results  to  be  expected  are  fully  realized,  the  less 
progressive  sections  of  the  count}'  will  catch  the  inspiration  and  much  good 
will  be  accomplished. 

The  school  board  of  Towanda  borough  designs  taking  immediate  action 
to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  new  house.  The  plan  is  believed  to  be  un- 
decided upon  as  37et,  but  no  doubt  is  entertained  but  that  it  will  fully  meet 
the  want  which  it  is  intended  to  supply. 

The  directors  of  Smithfield  township  have  a  house  under  way,  designed 
to  be  used  for  purposes  of  a  graded  school,  and  located  at  East  Smithfield. 
It  i3  expected  to  be  in  readiness  for  a  fall  term,  and  reflects  great  credit 
upon  the  progressive  directors  and  citizens  through  whose  instrumentality 
it  has  been  provided. 

Very  many  houses  throughout  the  county,  heretofore  unsupplied  with 
black-boards,  have  been  promptly  furnished  when  the  proper  representa- 
tions were  made  to  the  respective  boards,  the  position  having  been  taken 
that  a  good  black-board,  in  the  hands  of  a  skillful  and  energetic  teacher, 
largely  supplies  the  place  of  most  other  kinds  of  apparatus  for  use  in  an 
ordinary  district  school. 

Educational  work  done  by  Superintendent. — Seven  months  of  school  visi- 
tation, during  which  nearly  every  township  in  the  county  was  visited  ;  two 
months  and  a-half  devoted  to  the  work  of  examinations,  comprising  thirt}r- 
eight  public  examinations,  attended  by  six  hundred  and  twenty-six  teachers  ; 
one  month  to  preparing  for  and  conducting  the  County  Teachers'  Institute  j 
attending  State  and  County  Teachers'  Associations;  maintaining  a  large 
official  correspondence  ;  making  out  statistical  and  other  reports,  embrace 
the  ordinary  duties  of  the  year. 

In  March  last,  at  the  instance  of  many  of  our  leading  teachers,  I  ad- 
dressed a  circular  letter  to  the  several  school  boards  in  the  county,  asking 
them  to  consider  the  propriety  of  keeping  the  schools  open  in  the  fall  and 
winter,  rather  than  in  the  summer  and  winter  as  heretofore  has  been  the 
custom,  suggesting  in  my  letter  some  of  the  many  reasons  which  seemed  to 
make  the  change  desirable. 

Several  of  the  boards  took  action  on  the  proposition,  some  adopting, 
others  rejecting  it,  while  other  boards,  not  knowing  the  wishes  of  their 
constituencies  with  reference  to  it,  very  properly  postponed  its  considera- 
tion for  the  present. 

Educational  work  done  by  other  Agencies. — The  County  Teachers'  Asso- 
ciation, organized  in  1855,  and  having  for  its  object  "the  mutual  improve- 
.ment  of  its  members  and  the  advancement  of  popular  education,"  is  still 
doing  a  most  efficient  work,  its  sessions  during  the  year  having  been  largely 
3  School  Rep. 
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attended  and  full  of  interest.  The  custom  of  having  three  sessions  of  the 
County  Teachers'  Institute,  of  a  week  each,  is  still  adhered  to,  the  meet- 
ings of  the  past  year  having  been  held  at  Greenville,  Towandaand  Le  Rays- 
ville,  respectively.  The  aggregate  attendance  of  teachers  at  the  several 
places  was  about  four  hundred,  large  numbers  of  citizens  attending  the 
evening  exercises. 

Besides  the  very  efficient  aid  rendered  by  our  home  teachers,  we  were  as- 
sisted by  Prof.  J.  W.  Shoemaker,  of  Philadelphia,  Prof.  C.  H.  Yerrill,  of 
Mansfield,  and  Rev.  C.  R.  Lane,  of  Tunkhannock.  Addresses  were  also 
delivered  by  Mr.  A.  T.  Lilley,  Prof.  H.  H.  Hutton,  Rev.  P.  R.  Tower,  of 
Bradford  county,  and  Dr.  A.  C.  Smith,  of  Mauch  Chunk.  The  several  ses- 
sions are  believed  to  have  been  as  beneficial  to  the  teachers,  and  to  have 
done  as  much  to  advance  the  educational  interests  of  the  county,  as  any 
similar  meetings  we  have  ever  had. 

The  Union  graded  school  of  Troj',  under  the  management  of  Prof.  H.  H. 
Hutton,  is  doing  veteran  service  to  the  cause  of  education  in  the  western 
part  of  the  count}".  Good  results  are  also  expected  from  a  similar  institu- 
tion lately  opened  at  Canton. 

The  Susquehanna  Collegiate  Institute,  located  at  Towanda,  and  now  un- 
der the  charge  of  Profs.  G.  W.  Ryan  and  E.  E.  Quinlan,  gives  great  pro- 
mise of  usefulness,  and  is  receiving,  as  it  deserves,  a  very  liberal  patronage. 
We  have  also  several  ably  conducted  select  schools  in  the  county,  attended 
by  a  large  number  of  teachers,  and  doing  a  good  work.  The  ones  held  at 
Le  Raysville,  Rome,  Camptown,  Lime  Hill  and  Monroeton  were  signally 
successful,  and  largely  supplied  in  their  several  localities  the  want  of  a  Nor- 
mal school. 

The  press  of  the  county  is  open,  as  heretofore,  to  educational  intelligence, 
and  is  exerting  an  influence  in  the  right  direction. 

Obstacles  in  the  way  of  Improvement. — It  will  be  observed,  by  reference 
to  the  statistical  report,  that  in  this,  as  in  most  other  counties  of  the  State, 
our  corps  of  teachers  is  kept  up  by  a  large  addition  each  year  of  3roung,  in- 
experienced and  too  frequently  poorly  qualified  teachers.  This  is  an  ob- 
stacle which  will  always  have  to  be  contended  with  until  the  teacher,  as 
well  as  the  lawyer  or  physician,  is  sufficiently  remunerated  to  justify  him  in 
making  teaching  a  profession.  No  one  would  wish  to  entrust  his  health  or 
fortune  to  the  care  of  one  who  only  devoted  one-half  of  the  year  to  his 
particular  calling,  and  yet  the  teacher,  in  our  rural  districts,  can  only  find 
employment  for  about  six  months  in  the  year,  the  male  portion  being  only 
engaged  three  or  four  months. 

During  the  year  the  measles  and  scarlet  fever  prevailed  in  the  county  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  seriously  interfere  with  the  schools,  many  of  them  hav- 


BUCKS  COUNTY.  35 

ing  been  suspended  for  weeks  together,  and  others  wholly  broken  up  in  con- 
sequence. 

The  plan  of  having  two  terms  of  school  in  the  year,  one  of  them  in  a 
most  unfavorable  season,  separated  by  long  vacations,  and  in  many  cases 
involving  a  change  of  teachers,  is  a  most  mischievous  one,  but  it  is  believed 
that  the  very  general  sentiment  of  our  teachers  in  favor  of  the  plan  now 
under  consideration  by  the  several  school  boards  in  the  county  will  result 
in  a  correction  of  the  evil. 


BUCKS  COUNTY.— Hugh  B.  Eastburn. 

With  but  a  3-ear's  experience  in  the  superintendency  of  our  schools,  I 
cannot  satisfactorily  compare  their  present  status  with  their  condition  a 
few  years  since.  There  has  been,  undoubtedly,  progress  in  many,  perhaps 
most  quarters.  Many  cheering  signs  are  manifesting  themselves  and  it  is 
hoped  that  they  will  continue  the  indices  of  a  healthy  progress. 

New  Houses. — New  houses  were  built,  one  in  each  district,  in  Bedmin- 
ster,  Falls,  Haycock,  Hilltown,  Milford,  New  Britain,  Newtown  township, 
Southampton  and  Tinicum.  These  are  all,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  ex- 
cellent buildings  and  reflect  much  credit  upon  the  judgment  and  good  taste 
of  the  boards  under  whose  authority  they  were  constructed.  Quakertown 
borough  enlarged  her  building  to  more  than  double  its  former  size,  and  by 
making  two  large  additional  rooms,  very  much  increased  the  facilities  for 
proper  gradation.  Solebury  enlarged  and  remodeled  one  house — a  great 
improvement. 

Houses  Unfit. — The  following  districts  have  one  or  more  houses,  each 
unfit  for  use:  Bedminster,  Bensalem,  Buckingham,  Do3'lestown  township, 
Hilltown,  Upper  Makefield,  Lower  Makefield,  Milford,  New  Britain,  New- 
town township,  Newtown  borough,  Nockamixon,  Richland,  Rockhill,  Sole- 
bury,  Springfield,  Tinicum,  Tinicum,  (Independent,)  Warwick,  Wrights- 
town.  Taking  the  whole  number  in  each  district  into  consideration,  the 
greatest  number  of  poor  houses  are  found  in  Wrightstown,  Hilltown,  Bed- 
minster, New  Britain,  Tinicum,  Newtown  borough,  Rockhill,  Milford,  Lower 
Makefield  and  Bensalem.  We  shall,  however,  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting 
another  year,  that  several  of  these  miserable  structures  have  given  place  to 
edifices  better  adapted  to  the  work  for  which  they  were  intended.  By  con- 
tinuing her  present  efforts,  Tinicum  will  soon  have  a  set  of  school  buildings 
that  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  any  other  district  in  the  county. 
Milford  is  also  improving,  as  are  Hilltown  and  New  Britain.  Let  an  enlight- 
ened and  sound  judgment  mark  the  progress  of  this  good  work,  until  there 
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shall  not  be  left  a  single  school  building  that  will  not  be  a  fit  training  place 
for  minds. 

Furniture. — Not  enough  care  is  taken,  in  all  instances,  to  supply  proper 
furniture.  Entirely  unsuitable  desks  and  benches  were  put  into  the  new 
house  in  Hilltown.  This  was  not  done  by  the  school  board,  however.  Suita- 
ble patent  furniture  was  procured  for  the  new  houses  in  Haycock,  Milford, 
New  Britain,  Newtown  township,  Quakertown  and  Southampton,  and  also 
for  one  school  each,  in  Bristol  township,  Doylestown  borough,  Hilltown 
and  Upper  Makefield.  The  wall  desk  with  its  accompanying  convenient  (?) 
and  comfortable  (?)  bench,  is  still  found  in  Bedininster,  Bensalem,  Buck- 
ingham, Hilltown,  Milford,  New  Britain,  Nockamixon,  Plumstead,  Rockhill, 
Solebuiy,  Springfield,  Tinicum  and  Warwick. 

Apparatus. — Most  of  our  schools  have  considerable  apparatus  in  the 
shape  of  maps,  globes,  charts,  &c,  but  a  great  many  are  sadly  deficient  in 
this  respect.  Directors  manifest  reluctance  in  many  cases  in  procuring 
these  articles,  because  of  the  failure  to  have  them  properly  cared  for  by 
some  teachers,  and  a  neglect  of  the  latter,  through  ignorance  or  otherwise, 
to  make  proper  use  of  this  instrumentality.  Notes  were  taken  in  those 
instances  where  the  teacher  allowed  the  globe  to  remain,  as  its  most  ap- 
propriate place,  at  the  house  of  the  neighboring  director,  or  hid  from  view 
in  the  box  in  which  it  was  brought  to  the  school,  and  the  maps  to  serve  as 
window  curtains,  or  stowed  away  in  the  corners,  to  receive  numerous  kicks 
and  a  wonderful  deposit  of  dirt.  Lower  Makefield,  Nockamixon,  North- 
ampton, Solebury  and  Warwick  supplied  their  schools  during  the  year  with 
globes,  and  Buckingham  placed  in  each  of  its  schools  Webster's  Unabridged 
Diotionaiy.  Individual  schools  in  other  districts  were  furnished  with  charts, 
mottoes,  maps,  dictionaries,  &c.  Through  the  liberal^  of  Gen.  W.  W.  H. 
Davis,  all  of  our  schools  have  been  presented  with  his  ''History  of  the  104th 
P.  V."  The  generous  donation  was  made  at  the  County  Institute,  and  was 
suitably  acknowledged  by  the  members  in  a  resolution  of  thanks.  It  is  a  step 
toward  the  formation  of  school  libraries.  The  following  districts  are  almost 
entirely  without  out-line  maps,  having  but  an  occasional  map  or  but  one  or 
two  of  their  schools  supplied — Bedininster,  Doylestown  borough,  Doyles- 
town  township,  Middletown,  New  Britain,  New  Hope,  Nockamixon,  North- 
ampton, Plumstead,  Tinicum  and  Wrightstown.  Our  schools  need  more 
apparatus,  and  when  furnished  it  should  receive  the  most  scrupulous  care. 
Every  district  should  have  some  chemical  and  philosophical  apparatus, 
which  could  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  schools  by  a  district  superin- 
tendent. 

Graded  Schools. — The  reports  of  several  years  since  indicate  about  the 
same  number  of  graded  schools  organized  then  as  were  in  operation  the 
past  year.     This  is  far  from  creditable.     There  is  a  x>ressing  need  of  estab- 
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lishing  at  once  nearly  as  great  a  number  of  graded  schools  as  are  herewith 
reported.  Proper  care  has  not  been  taken  in  the  organization  and  manage- 
ment of  these  schools,  and  they  have,  therefore,  failed  in  most  cases  to  at- 
tain the  highest  results.  The  want  of  a  perfect  harmony  between  the 
several  grades,  of  a  complete  uuified  system  in  their  workings,  has  weakened 
their  usefulness.  A  careful,  continued,  systematic  subordination  of  their 
operations  to  the  requirements  of  an  intelligent  plan  is  the  sine  qua  non  to 
their  complete  success.  Whenever  graded  schools  are  established  in  any 
locality  a  first-class  teacher  should  be  selected  as  principal.  If  of  the  re- 
quired ability,  his  services  should  be  retained  for  a  long  time,  however 
often  there  might  be  changes  in  his  subordinates.  Frequent  changes  of 
executive  officers  mar  the  administration  of  the  best  code. 

Durham  has  an  excellent  opportunity  to  consolidate  a  portion  of  her 
schools,  by  erecting  a  suitable  building  near  the  centre  of  the  township, 
dispensing  with  some  of  the  houses  now  in  use,  and  providing  for  higher 
instruction  for  all  the  children  of  the  district.  Several  other  districts  can 
conveniently,  ere  long,  concentrate  their  schools.  In  fact,  all  of  our  dis- 
tricts in  locating  and  building  their  houses  should  endeavor  to  provide  for 
the  necessities  of  the  near  future — a  future  that  must  bring  opportunities 
for  better  public  instruction.     Let  us  prepare  for  graded  and  high  schools. 

County  Institute. — This  was  held  in  October,  and  was  largely  attended 
by  teachers  and  citizens.  Our  instructors  were  Mrs.  Anna  T.  Randall, 
Professors  Byerley,  John  S.  Hart,  W.  W.  Woodruff,  John  0.  Moore,  Henry 
Harding  and  County  Superintendent  Geo.  L.  Maris,  of  Chester  county. 
Lectures  and  addresses  were  delivered  by  Rev.  Dr.  M'Cosh,  Professors 
Hart,  Moore  and  E.  H.  Magill,  Gen.  W.  W.  H.  Davis  and  Richard  Watson, 
Esq.  Eight  carefully  prepared  original  essaj-s  were  read  by  our  teachers. 
The  institute,  it  is  thought,  effected  much  good. 

District  Institutes. — These  were  held  in  but  six  districts  in  the  county — 
Bristol,  Doylestown  and  New  Hope  boroughs,  Plumstead,  Solebury  and 
Springfield.  Candor  compels  the  statement  that  their  results,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, have  not  been  such  as  should  flow  from  such  organizations.  While 
some  of  the  members  were  faithful  workers,  others  thought  the  occasion  but 
an  excellent  expedient  for  shortening  their  term  of  actual  teaching.  Too 
many  seemed  to  forget  that  an  opportunity  was  afforded,  which,  if  properly 
used,  would  result  in  great  good  to  the  district,  adding  largely  at  the  same 
time  to  their  individual  resources.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise  that  di- 
rectors should  so  generally  have  decided  to  discontinue  these  meetings. 
They  are  a  splendid  agency  for  good,  if  conducted  with  professional  spirit 
and  under  intelligent  leadership,  but  are  certain  failures  when  weakness 
and  a  want  of  zeal  mark  their  operations.  The  good  effect  of  directors 
lending  their  presence  was  illustrated  in  the  case  of  the  Solebury  institute, 
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whose  success  was  largely  owing  to  the  active  interest  manifested  by  director 
John  S.  Williams,  who  acted  as  presiding  officer. 

Official  Worl: — The  duties  of  the  office  require  close  attention.  A  brief 
summary  of  work  done  during  the  j'ear  is  herewith  given.  Thirt3?-three 
district  examinations  were  held,  at  which  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  can- 
didates were  examined.  Causes  that  will  not  operate  another  year  com- 
pelled the  holding  of  a  large  number  of  public  office  examinations,  at  which 
were  examined  eighty-three  applicants.  A  private  examination  was  granted 
to  seven  applicants.  Of  the  whole  number,  sixty  were  rejected;  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  provisional  and  five  professional  certificates  were 
issued.  One  certificate  was  annulled.  Visits  to  schools,  two  hundred  and 
ninet3'-two.  Average  length,  two  and  one-fifth  hours.  Two  county  insti- 
tutes, other  than  our  own,  and  ten  district  institute  meetings,  the  meeting 
of  the  State  Teachers'  Association  and  the  inspection  of  Normal  school 
buildings,  at  "West  Chester,  were  attended.  Official  letters  written,  three 
hundred  and  eleven.  Miles  traveled,  3,280.  Two  days  in  each  month  were 
given  to  office-work  at  Doylestown. 

Our  Needs. — Our  special  needs  have  been,  to  some  extent,  indicated  above. 
Twelve  of  our  districts  should  have  a  longer  school  term.  There  is  pro- 
mise of  some  improvement  in  this  particular.  There  should  be  a  largely 
increased  number  of  live,  working  schools  and  of  efficient  teachers.  To  se- 
cure the  progress  in  this  direction  that  is  so  necessary,  we  especially  need 
to  take  two  steps.  One  to  provide  for  effective  local  supervision,  the  other 
to  discriminate  in  favor  of  tried  ability  and  worth,  and  against  inefficiency 
by  grading  teachers'  salaries.  An  economical  use  of  the  time  and  oppor- 
tunities given  to  our  public  schools  for  their  work  demands  the  close  busi- 
ness-like supervision  that  so  effectually  prevents  waste  of  resources  and 
carelessness  in  other  fields  of  labor.  Let  contiguous  districts  unite  in  the 
selection  of  a  suitable  person  to  act  as  district  superintendent.  A  regular 
visiting  of  schools  b}7  such  an  officer  would  insure  more  wisely  directed, 
thorough,  persistent  effort  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  pupils.  A  constant 
stimulus  to  work  would  be  supplied,  a  better  use  of  apparatus  would  be  se- 
cured, and,  indeed,  articles  of  apparatus,  considered  too  costly  for  indi- 
vidual schools,  could  be  procured  by  districts  and  used  by  this  agency  in 
all  their  schools.  The  expense  for  books  in  districts  furnishing  them  could 
be  lessened.  A  leader  acquainted  with  the  wants  and  defects  of  the  various 
teachers  could  be  selected  for  the  district  institute. 

To  grade  salaries  is  to  Bupply  an  inducement  at  the  very  out-set  to  do  the 
most  efficient  work  possible.  We  should  not  place  a  premium  upon  incom- 
petence by  putting  it  on  a  par  with  proved  skill. 

To  consider  these  topics,  and  our  educational  needs  generally,  it  is  pro- 
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posed  to  call  a  convention  of  the  directors  of  the  county  early  in  the  new 
school  year. 

Conclusion. — To  obtain  our  full  measure  of  progress  we  need,  above  all 
else,  to  develop  a  healthier  public  sentiment  with  regard  to  the  work  of  our 
public  schools.  In  some  localities  popular  feeling,  cold  at  the  out  set,  has 
never  been  awakened  into  enthusiasm  ;  in  others  it  has  been  suffered  to  be 
chilled  by  influences  that  should  never  have  been  permitted  to  control. 
Every  community  should  be  taught  to  find  a  centre  of  interest  in  its  public 
school,  whose  workings  should  foster  a  common  intelligent  pride. 

Let  us  make  our  school  work  doubly  effective  by  giving  to  its  manage- 
ment something  of  the  same  discriminating  judgment  and  earnest  purpose 
that  mark  the  regulation  of  our  material  industries.  We  can  do  so  with 
but  little  increased  labor.  Our  school  system  is  a  splendid  mechanism,  but 
in  running  it  we  allow  a  fearful  waste  of  opportunities. 

Let  all  friends  of  popular  education  co-operate  with  school  officers  in  the 
development  of  an  intelligent  plan.  Good  intentions,  finding  expression 
in  a  thousand  out-lets,  do  but  little  in  comparison  with  concentrated,  sys- 
tematic effort. 

Our  wants  will  be  supplied  as  soon  as  the  public  pulse  can  be  made  to 
feel  the  need  of  increased  educational  facilities.  An  improved  public  sen- 
timent will  bring  with  it  good  schools  ;  good  schools  will  develop  this  sen- 
timent.    Our  work  must  be  to  secure  this  useful  action. 
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Whole  number  of  houses  in  the  county,  two  hundred  and  seventeen ; 
several  of  these  are  unfit  for  use,  and  fifty-three  not  well  suited  to  school 
purposes.  Adams,  Concord,  Cherry,  Franklin  and  Cranberry,  have  each 
erected  a  new  school  house  during  the  year,  all  good  and  well  furnished, 
and  one  of  these,  in  Adams,  is  the  finest  building  for  school  purposes  in  the 
county. 

Teachers — We  have  one  permanent,  fourteen  professional  and  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven  provisional  teachers.  Provisional  teachers  are  not  so 
numerous  as  last  year,  the  standard  of  qualification  having  been  raised. 
Some  who  had  taught  were  rejected,  and  others  sensible  of  their  want  of 
scholarship,  did  not  attend  the  examination. 

Of  those,  who  taught,  eighty-five  did  very  well,  one  hundred  well,  and 
twenty-five,  if  not  failures,  were  nearly  so.  Teachers  generally  claim  to 
have  read  some  works  on  the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching,  yet  I  fear 
some  read  to  but  little  profit. 
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The  number  of  Jiving,  working  teachers  is  increasing  slowly,  it  is  true, 
but  Barely.  Teachers'  salaries  are  increasing  and  school  terms  are  being 
lengthened  in  some  districts.  This  to  me  is  a  good  evidence  of  progress  in 
the  right  direction.  District  institutes  were  held  in  man}'  townships  dur- 
ing the  winter,  and  judging  from  the  interest  manifested  by  teachers,  di- 
rectors and  citizens  in  these  meetings  and  in  schools,  I  think  they  were 
beneficial. 

Directors  in  some  districts  visit  the  schools  regularly,  staying  half  a  day, 
noting  the  progress,  and  at  the  close,  giving  teacher  and  pupil  that  ad- 
vice and  encouragement  which  are  needed.  It  is  true,  that  directors  of  this 
class  are  sometimes  scoffed  and  jeered,  yet  I  find  that  in  districts  where 
the}'  have  these  "school  men,"  as  they  are  called,  they  have  as  a  conse- 
quence, good  schools.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  these 
noble  minded  directors  who,  without  pay,  and  in  many  cases  without  thanks, 
are  willing  to  give  their  time  and  labor  for  the  public  good. 

Work  done  by  Superintendent. — I  held  forty-one  public  examinations,  at 
which  were  examined  three  hundred  and  fort}' -four  applicants;  of  these 
two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  received  provisional  certificates,  and  seventy- 
seven  were  rejected.  All  the  schools  in  the  county  but  two,  were  visited 
once,  some  twice  and  a  few  three  times,  making  in  all  two  hundred  and 
trty  visits.  Two  hundred  official  letters  were  written,  and  ten  days  were 
spent  in  teaching  Normal  classes  in  different  parts  of  the  county. 

County  Institute. — The  County  Institute  was  convened  at  Butler,  No- 
vember 4,  and  continued  in  session  five  clays.  It  was  the  best  attended 
institute  ever  held  in  the  county ;  all  present  seemed  interested ;  sessions 
Avell  attended  both  day  and  evening. 

Instruction  was  given  by  Professors  Dedde  and  M'Michael,  of  Dayton. 
Dr.  M'Michael,  of  Millerstown,  delivered  a  lecture  on  "  Physiology  and 
Laws  of  Health,"  in  which  was  much  valuable  information  for  those  who 
have  the  care  of  children.  Essays  were  read  by  Miss  N.  A.  Stein  and  Mrs. 
M'Clure. 

The  members  of  the  Butler  bar  gave  us  very  valuable  assistance,  doing 
all  they  could  to  make  our  meeting  pleasant  and  profitable. 

As  the  teachers  of  Butler  county  are  becoming  better  versed  in  insti- 
tutes, we  hope  to  make  our  next  meeting  still  better.  Query?  Why  are 
County  Superintendents  required  by  law  to  hold  institutes  annually,  and 
teachers  not  required  to  attend  them  % 

The  "  Witherspoon  Institute,"  under  the  care  of  Professor  Hamilton, 
is  educating  young  men  and  women,  and  fitting  them  to  take  charge  of  our 
schools.  West  Sunbury,  Prospect,  Centreville,  Harrisville,  Zelienople  and 
Portersville,  have  "  select"  schools  in  session  the  greater  part  of  the  year  ; 
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so  that  all  who  wish  to  prepare  themselves  for  the  teacher's  profession  can 
do  so. 

The  Press. — There  are  three  weekly  papers  published  in  the  county — 
"  Herald,"  "  Citizen  "  and  "  Eagle" — all  friendly  to  common  schools  and 
willing  to  lend  their  columns  to  anything  calculated  to  advance  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  the  county.  They  also  insert  my  notices  of  examina- 
tions, &c.,  gratis. 

Obstacles  to  Improvement. — These  are  about  the  same  as  last  year,  ex- 
cept that  good  houses  are  gradually  taking  the  place  of  poor  ones,  and  out- 
buildings are,  in  some  cases,  being  supplied  to  those  buildings  lacking  them. 

Public  sentiment,  in  the  main,  is,  I  think,  in  our  favor,  yet  we  have 
some  croakers  whose  only  enjoyment  appears  to  be  in  fault-finding,  who 
lay  the  blame  of  every  mistake  or  blunder,  in  the  execution  of  the  school 
law,  on  the  system  itself.  We  lack  a  suflicient  number  of  well  qualified 
teachers,  and  this  want  cannot  be  supplied  until  terms  are  lengthened  and 
salaries  raised.  Four  or  five  months  spent  in  teaching,  at  thirty  dollars 
per  month  at  most,  only  affords  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  is  but 
a  small  part  of  the  sum  necessary  to  maintain  a  famiby,  and  teachers  have 
as  good  a  right  "to  lead  about  a  wife  and  sister,"  as  any  other  class  of 
persons. 

1st.  We  need  more  help  from  the  State. 

2d.  Longer  school  terms. 

3d.  Higher  salaries  for  teachers. 

4th.  Paid  and  sworn  directors. 

5th.  Equal  taxation. 

6th.  More  interest  manifested  in  schools  by  directors  and  parents. 

7th.  A  good  educational  periodical  in  the  hands  of  every  teacher,  direc- 
tor and  parent. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  teachers  and  directors  for  acts  of  kindness  and 
sympatic,  and  to  parents  for  their  hospitality. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY.— T.  J.  Chapman. 

I.    EDUCATIONAL   PROGRESS   IN   THE    COUNTY. 

Though  our  progress  in  educational  affairs,  during  the  school  year  just 
closed,  has  not  been  so  marked  in  all  respects  as  in  the  preceding  year,  yet 
it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  make  a  generally  favorable  report.  In  several 
respects  we  have  moved  forward.  One  of  these  forward  movements  has  been 
in  the  building  of  school  houses.     During  the  year  nine  houses  were  erected. 


42  CAMBRIA  COUNTY. 

Of  these,  the  one  in  Millville  is  a  first-class  house — a  large,  two  story  brick, 
containing  eight  rooms,  furnished  and  finished  in  the  best  style,  and  cost- 
ing perhaps  $20,000.  The  new  houses  in  this  county  are  all  improvements 
on  the  style  of  school  house  architecture,  that  has  hitherto  until  lateby  ob- 
tained among  us.  There  is  a  promise  that  in  a  reasonable  length  of  time 
the  wretched  Dotheboy's  Halls,  in  our  midst,  will  be  among  the  things  that 
were.  We  hail  the  increasing  number  of  schools  and  the  superior  character 
of  our  school  buildings,  as  among  the  happiest  signs  of  the  times.  "A  well 
instructed  people  alone,"  says  President  Madison,  "  can  be  a  permanently 
free  people ;"  and  these  are  the  initiatory  steps  towards  a  well  instructed 
people. 

It  is  believed  that  there  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  average  length 
of  school  term  in  the  county.  From  the  data  which  I  have  at  hand,  at 
present,  I  learn  that  there  has  been  an  average  term  of  4.85  months  against 
4.81  months  last  year.  Allegheny  township  kept  her  schools  open  six 
months  this  jTear. 

.  The  wages  of  teachers  have  been  about  the  same  as  last  year.  From 
what  I  can  learn,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  if  there  has  been  any  change  at 
all  in  this  respect,  there  has  been  a  slight  falling  off.  If  this  should  be  the 
case,  it  would  be  matter  of  regret,  as  wages  were  too  low  before ;  I  trust, 
however,  that  it  may  prove  different. 

There  has  been  but  ver}^  little  if  any  change  in  the  number  of  pupils  and 
the  average  percentage  of  attendance.  In  a  few  districts,  owing  to  local 
causes,  there  has  been  a  trifling  diminution  in  these  respects,  but  this  has 
been  about  made  up  by  a  corresponding  increase  in  other  districts.     ■ 

II.  EDUCATIONAL  WORK  DONE  BY  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations. — During  the  year  thirty-five  public  examinations  Avere 
held.  At  these,  ninety -three  directors  were  present ;  in  many  instances 
large  numbers  of  citizens  also  turned  out,  and  much  interest  was  mani- 
fested. In  a  very  few  cases,  a  most  lamentable  indifference  seemed  to  exist. 
There  are  still  some  people  living  whose  highest  object  is  to  make  and  save 
money.  Of  course,  they  will  take  it  all  with  them  when  they  die.  I  also 
held  fifteen  private  examinations.  If  it  were  not  for  the  great  scarcity  of 
teachers  which  we  every  year  experience  in  this  couut}',  1  should  decline  to 
hold  any  private  examinations  whatever.  Thejr  are  at  present  "  a  necessary 
evil.'' 

Certificates. — I  issued  in  all  one  hundred  and  ninetj'-six  provisional  certifi- 
cates. The  average  of  these  were  2.9.  This,  I  regret  to  say,  was  a  little  lower 
than  the  average  grade  of  last  year.  Forty-four  of  those  examined  had 
never  taught  school.  I  also  rejected  thirty-six  applicants.  A  few  of  the 
best  of  these  I  subsequently  accepted,  in  default  of  better  material.     I  ex- 
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amined  ninety-five  male  applicants,  of  whom  I  rejected  fifteen,  or  a  little 
over  fifteen  per  centum,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  female  applicants, 
of  whom  I  rejected  twenty-one  or  a  little  over  fourteen  per  centum.  Two 
examinations  for  professional  certificates  were  held  during  the  school  year  ; 
one  in  June,  1870,  and  one  in  April,  1871.  At  the  first  of  these,  six  certi- 
ficates were  issued  ;  at  the  second,  four.  One  certificate  of  this  kind  was 
granted  without  a  special  examination,  and  one  from  another  county  was 
endorsed. 

Visits. — I  made  during  the  3Tear  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  visits  to 
schools  ;  a  number  not  exceeded  in  one  year  by  any  gentleman  who  has 
been  superintendent  of  this  county.  The  average  length  of  these  visits  was 
a  little  over  one  hour.  I  had  the  company  of  school  directors  in  fortj'-six 
of  these  visits.  This  is  also  a  gain  on  any  former  year.  I  may  say  that 
my  impression  from  these  visits  is,  that  our  schools  as  a  general  thing  were 
better  conducted  and  more  successful  in  the  year  just  closed,  than  in  any 
former  year  within  my  knowledge.  There  were  many  schools,  it  is  true, 
that  were  not  entirely  satisfactory,  as  will  no  doubt  always  be  the  case  ; 
but  the  average  was  an  improvement. 

Other  Work  done. — During  the  3Tear  I  traveled,  in  the  discharge  of  ny 
official  duties,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  miles,  and  wrote 
one  hundred  and  ninety  letters.  I  also  edited  an  educational  periodical 
during  the  year,  and  contributed  besides,  a  great  many  articles  bearing 
more  or  less  on  educational  topics  to  other  publications. 

III.   EDUCATIONAL  WORK    DONE    BY    OTHER    AGENCIES. 

Several  Normal  classes  were  formed  in  the  county  this  year.  These  con- 
tinued in  each  case  for  several  weeks,  and  accomplished  a  good  work. 

The  religious  and  private  institutions  of  learning  mentioned  in  former 
reports  are  still  prospering. 

Our  County  Institute  was  held  this  year  in  Johnstown,  commencing  De- 
cember 19.  We  had  the  valuable  assistance  of  Rev.  O.  H.  Miller,  of  the 
School  Department,  Rev.  B.  M.  Kerr,  of  Ebensburg,  Rev.  Joseph  Waugh, 
of  Hollidaysburg,  and  Miss  E.  A.  Stetson,  of  Philadelphia.  Beides  these, 
many  of  our  own  teachers,  "too  numerous  to  mention,"  took  an  active 
part  in  the  exercises,  for  which  they  have  the  thanks  of  the  Superintendent. 
The  number  of  members  was  93;  a  greater  number  than  attended  on  any 
former  occasion.  The  institute  was  a  grand  success.  The  people  of  Johns- 
town, with  their  characteristic  generosity,  entertained  the  members  free  of 
expense — an  example  worthy  of  imitation  by  other  towns. 
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IV.     OBSTACLES   IN   THE   WAY    OF    IMPROVEMENT. 

The  chief  obstacles  in  the  way  of  improvement  are  the  continued  scarcity 
of  teachers,  the  still  greater  scarcity  of  well  qualified  teachers,  and  the 
apathy  of  parents.  I  spoke  last  year  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of  securing 
a  sufficient  number  of  teachers  in  this  county.  Nearly  the  same  observa- 
tions would  be  proper  again.  Our  schools  were  all  filled,  but  some  of  them 
not  until  very  late,  and  others  for  but  a  short  time.  A  number  of  our 
teachers  taught  two  terms,  and  one  nearly  three  full  terms. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  under  the  circumstances,  that  we  experience 
a  want  of  well  qualified  teachers.  "So  long,"  says  the  Rhode  Island  School 
Report  for  1870,  "as  we  must  employ  teachers  who  are  to  acquire  their 
experience  in  the  service,  under  full  pay,  with  our  children,  usually  the 
youngest,  as  subjects  for  experiment,  deficiencies  and  even  failures  must  be 
expected."     Only  money  can  ever  overcome  these  difficulties. 

The  apath}'  of  parents  is  to  be  seen  in  the  fact  that — "1st,  they  scarcely 
ever  visit  the  schools  ;  2d,  their  children  are  allowed  to  absent  themselves 
too  much  from  school,  and,  3d,  they  fail  to  provide  them  with  proper  books. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  dilate  on  these  points."  This  language  I  used  in  my 
last  report,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  it  is  as  applicable  now  as  it  was  a  year  ago. 

V.     MEASURES   CALCULATED    TO    PROMOTE   IMPROVEMENT. 

In  the  absence  of  the  greatest  lever,  money,  but  little  can  be  done  to  pro- 
mote the  improvement  of  our  schools.  Good  salaries  and  longer  school 
terms  would  do  the  work  at  once,  by  bringing  into  and  retaining  in  the 
ranks  of  the  profession  teachers  of  good  literary  and  scientific  acquire- 
ments and  ability  to  teach.  Our  best  teachers,  at  least  seven  out  of  ten, 
sooner  or  later  abandon  the  profession  for  some  more  lucrative  occupation. 
No  one  blames  or  can  blame  them  for  that.  The  only  way  to  prevent  it 
is  to  make  teaching,  if  not  a  lucrative,  at  least  a  properly  paid  profession. 

But,  even  in  the  absence  of  this  great  lever,  I  still  hope  to  be  able  to  do 
something  for  the  improvement  of  our  schools  by  a  closer  supervision  of 
them,  a  more  earnest  effort  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  directors  and  citi- 
zens in  the  cause  of  public  instruction,  and  a  more  devoted  attention  to 
the  duties  of  the  office.  I  am  very  far  from  being  discouraged.  There  are 
many  obstacles  in  the  way — many  untoward  circumstances  to  overcome — 
but  over  all  shines  the  star  of  hope  and  promise. 

"  I  look  at  all  things  as  they  are, 
But  through  a  kind  of  glory." 
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CAMERON  COUNTY— Joseph  B.  Johnson. 

Public  Sentiment. — Among  the  most  notable  evidences  of  progress  in  the 
cause  of  education  of  our  county  during  the  year,  the  unprecedentedly 
large  attendance  by  the  citizens,  teachers  and  children  at  the  educational 
meetings  held  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  the  great  interest  thus  mani- 
fested, may  be  mentioned  as  the  most  prominent.  At  least  one  thousand 
persons  gave  us  their  encouragement  by  their  presence.  Such  demonstra- 
tions of  devotion  to  the  common  school  system,  one  of  the  noblest  insti- 
tutions ever  established  by  human  effort,  must  exert  an  influence  which 
will  eventually  result  in  some  good.  When  the  sparseness  of  our  popula- 
tion, and  the  many  other  inconveniences  by  which  we  are  surrounded  are 
considered,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  supporters  of  the  system  are  full  of  vi- 
tality and  earnest  in  their  attachment  to  the  cause. 

By  comparing  the  popular  interest  and  attendance  of  our  people  at  the 
educational  meetings  in  former  years,  with  those  which  are  herein  em- 
braced, we  can  safely  estimate  the  advance  at  fifty  per  centum.  One  prime 
object  of  these  meetings  is  to  collect  not  only  the  friends  of  the  public 
schools,  but  "  the  lame,  the  blind  and  the  halt."  In  this  way  many  can  be 
made  to  hear,  see  and  walk,  that  could  not  be  reached  by  any  other  means. 
Many  attend  who  never  visit  the  schools,  attend  no  examinations  or  insti- 
tutes, and  in  order  that  such  may  be  made  to  feel  that  "  knowledge  is  pow- 
er," we  must  first  show  them  the  power  of  knowledge.  In  order  to  do  this, 
the  friends  of  the  cause  must  present  an  unbroken  line,  and  gather  around 
the  luke-warm  and  indifferent  in  such  numbers,  and  reason  with  them  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  create  an  awakening  spirit  which  may  lead  them  to  re- 
flect seriously  on  the  great  value  of  a  true  education.  It  is  only  when  mind 
meets  mind  and  thoughts  clash,  that  impressions  are  made  for  good. 

Improvements. — Two  new  houses  were  erected.  One  in  Grove  and  the 
other  in  Gibson  township.  The  former  is  the  most  acceptable  in  the  county 
in  many  respects.  The  earnest  and  vigilant  secretary  and  other  members 
of  the  board,  as  well  as  the  friends  who  rendered  important  aid  in  the  com- 
pletion of  the  project  by  giving  freely  and  cheerfully  of  their  means,  have 
established  an  example  of  generosity  which  other  localities  would  do  well 
to  imitate.  The  best  thing  in  a  community  is  a  school  house  which  is 
adapted  to  the  times  in  which  we  live.  The  men  who  build  the  best  public 
school  houses  may,  for  a  time,  be  accused  of  extravagance,  robbing  the  poor 
tax-payers,  &c,  but  such  will  be  kindly  remembered  by  a  grateful  posterity 
long  after  their  opponents  have  passed  into  oblivion. 

Teachers'  salaries  were  considerably  advanced  in  Emporium  borough, 
Lumber  and  Enterprise  (independent)  districts. 

There  is  a  very  commendable  desire  among  some  of  our  teachers  to  at- 
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tend  Normal  schools.  Several  attended  the  one  at  Edinboro'  during  the 
3'ear.  A  number  of  the  schools  exhibited  a  mark**!  increase  of  per  centum 
of  attendance. 

Creditable  improvement  was  noticed  in  the  way  of  repairing  aud  furnish- 
ing houses.  The  room  which  was  used  by  the  public  school  at  Enterprise 
was  supplied  with  Bancroft's  patent  Gothic  desks,  now  the  best  in  the  county 
The  enterprising  and  efficient  teacher  of  the  school,  and  the  liberal-minded 
and  progressive  school  board,  have  thus  done  a  good  work. 

School  Journal. — The  number  of  subscribers  in  the  county  to  this  inesti- 
mable journal  is  larger  now  than  ever  before.  Not  only  are  all  the  teachers 
readers  of  it,  but  quite  a  number  of  the  friends  and  patrons  have  already 
taken  it  and  still  continue  in  so  doing.  We  consider  this  a  healthy  feature, 
and  take  pleasure  in  reporting  it.  It  gives  very  general  satisfaction.  Every 
school  director  should  subscribe  for  it.  No  one  can  duly  appreciate  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  office  without  reading  every  number. 

SPECIAL   AGENCIES. 

Teachers'  Institute. — This  was  held  the  last  week  in  September,  was  well 
attended  and  considered  very  successful.  The  lectures  and  instructions 
were  fully  equal  to  those  of  any  of  the  former  institutes.  "We  had  the  in- 
valuable assistance  of  Mrs.  A.  T.  Randall,  of  Oswego,  Prof.  J.  V.  Mont- 
gomery, of  Millersville,  Prof.  H.  S.  Jones,  of  Erie,  and  Wm.  M.  Breslin, 
Esq.,  of  Lebanon.  As  the  proceedings  were  fully  reported  in  the  county 
papers  at  the  time,  and  read  by  the  people,  we  will  not  enter  into  details  at 
this  time. 

A  district  institute  was  sustained  in  Emporium  borough  during  the  en- 
tire school  term. 

The  Press. — We  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  power  of  this  great 
agency  in  the  county,  and  deem  it  deserving  of  honorable  mention  here. 
The  Emporium  Independent,  Cameron  County  Press  and  Cameron  Herald 
have  rendered  such  assistance  in  the  past  as  could  not  have  been  supplied 
in  any  other  way.  The  circulation  of  these  papers  extends  all  over  the 
count}^ — thus  exerting  an  influence  which  is  everywhere  felt.  The  press  is 
practically  free.  A  large  amount  of  educational  matter  was  cheerfully 
published  by  one,  or  all  of  the  papers,  "without  money  and  without  price." 
Cameron  county  having  a  population  of  a  little  over  4,000,  may  justly 
feel  proud  of  having  three  "  live"  newspapers,  represented  by  "  live"  editors. 
They  merit  the  hearty  support  of  every  citizen,  and  should  be  read  by  every 
teacher.  To  the  editorial  gentlemen  and  proprietors  we  again  tender  our 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  their  continued  kindness  toward  us,  and  for 
the  assistance  which  they  have  so  generously  rendered  in  promoting  the 
cause  of  education  during  the  past  year. 
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Pulpit. The   clergymen   of  all   denominations   throughout   the   entire 

county  manifest  their  interest  in  the  cause  by  visiting  schools,  attending 
meetings  and  the  County  Institute,  and  by  delivering  addresses  on  these 
occasions. 

Temperance. — We  feel  under  many  obligations  to  the  members  of  the 
"  Good  Templars'  lodges,"  at  Cameron,  Sterling,  Driftwood  and  Sinnema- 
honing,  for  their  hearty  co-operation  in  the  efforts  put  forth  in  behalf  of 
education.  Their  attendance  at  the  educational  meetings  and  the  interest 
and  enthusiasm  manifested  by  them  on  these  occasions  added  much  to  their 
success. 

We  trust  their  influence  may  be  no  less  potent  in  the  future  than  it  has 
been  in  the  past. 

Night  Schools. — An  interest  is  being  manifested  in  the  village  of  Drift- 
wood in  favor  of  a  night  school.  We  have  been  credibly  informed  that 
Mr.  Wetham,  of  Philadelphia,  a  gentleman  of  wealth  and  influence,  and 
largely  interested  in  real  estate  in  Driftwood  and  vicinity,  has  kindly  offered 
to  donate  one  hundred  dollars  annually  toward  the  support  of  such  a 
school.  The  offer  is  truly  a  liberal  one,  and  we  trust  the  friends  of  the 
project  will  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  by  establishing  the  school 
as  soon  as  possible.  Let  each  one  that  wishes  to  attend  contribute  a  cer- 
tain sum  weekly.  It  is  believed  that  much  good  might  thus  be  done,  not 
only  in  that  locality  but  in  Emporium  and  other  places  also. 

The  idea  is  not  a  new  one.  The  plan  has  been  tried  in  many  places  and 
in  most  cases  with  satisfactory  results.  There  are  men  in  every  commu- 
nity, and  especially  in  towns,  who  are  obliged  to  labor  during  the  day  but 
have  nothing  to  do  during  the  evenings,  that  would  be  glad  to  attend  a  pro- 
perlj  conducted  night  school ;  and  there  are  a  great  many  boys  from  12  to  18 
years  of  age  who  do  not  attend  any  school.  These  spend  most  of  their  even- 
ings, after  nightfall,  on  the  streets,  where  they  acquire  the  education  of  the 
bad  and  the  capacity  for  becoming  depraved  and  worthless  citizens.  Under 
the  cover  of  night  some  of  the  brightest  intellects  are  allowed  to  run  to 
waste  in  the  streets  of  our  towns  every  year.  Would  not  the  school  be  a 
better  place  than  the  street?  Does  not  the  importance  of  the  subject  seem 
to  demand  a  trial  ?  What  village  in  the  county  will  make  the  first  experi- 
ment ? 

General  Suggestions. — Too  much  apathy  prevails  in  regard  to  the  beau- 
tifying of  school  lots  and  play  grounds.  The  importance  of  having  fences, 
shade  trees,  walks,  &c,  does  not  seem  to  enter  the  minds  of  school  direc- 
tors. If  the  surroundings  of  our  school  houses  were  made  more  beautiful 
we  venture  to  say  that  not  only  would  the  attendance  of  the  children  be 
much  greater  and  more  regular,  but  school  visitation  would  increase  ten-fold. 

Teachers  should  stimulate  the  love  for  the  beautiful  by  ornamenting  their 
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school  rooms  in  such  a  manner  as  to  please  the  e}'e  of  the  observer.  In 
the  summer  our  forests  abound  with  fragrant  flowers,  and  in  the  winter  with 
magnificent  evergreens.  Bad  taste,  however,  in  the  arrangement  of  these 
has  a  tendency  to  destroy  much  of  the  effect.  In  some  instances  walls  are 
covered  with  pictures  from  illustrated  papers  in  such  a  manner  that  we 
failed  to  feel  any  delight  in  looking  at  them.  Let  teachers  invest  a  few 
dollars  in  engravings  or  paintings  neatly  framed.  A  few  of  these  would, 
in  olfr  opinion,  be  far  better  than  many  of  the  quality  previously  mentioned. 
Choice  house  plants  are  also  very  appropriate  for  the  school  room. 

When  we  shall  have  made  our  school  houses  and  their  surroundings  as 
pleasant  as  our  homes,  and  have  good  teachers  for  all  our  schools,  then,  and 
not  until  then,  may  we  expect  to  reap  the  full  benefit  which  the  "fathers 
of  the  common  school  system"  intended. 


CARBON  COUNTY— R.  F.  Hofford. 

EDUCATIONAL   PROGRESS. 

School  Buildings. — During  the  past  few  years  an  active  interest  has  been 
manifested  by  school  directors  and  other  friends  of  education  in  the  county 
for  better  school  houses  and  surroundings.  Public  sentiment,  however,  is 
changing  slowly  in  reference  to  this  matter,  but  the  masses  are  being  moved, 
and  the  time  is  coming  when  it  will  be  a  reproach  to  any  district  to  have 
poor  school  houses.  Farmers  are  trying  to  outdo  each  other  in  the  con- 
struction of  large  and  beautiful  barns  for  housing  their  grain  and  shelter- 
ing their  cattle.  Manufacturers  and  mechanics  are  vieing  with  each  other 
in  the  costliness  and  beauty  of  their  manufactories  and  work  shops.  Visit 
them  and  }rou  will  find  the  latest  and  most  improved  machinery  and  tools 
of  various  kinds  without  regard  to  cost,  so  that  the  employees  can  turn 
out  the  largest  possible  amount  of  good  work  in  the  shortest  time  and  at 
least  expense  to  the  employer.  We  acquiesce  in  all  this — it  is  right — but 
we  think  it  is  not  right  to  do  less  for  the  education  of  our  children.  School 
officers  and  other  friends  of  education  should  exhibit  as  much  and  even 
more  energy,  enterprise  and  good  taste  in  the  construction  of  school  houses 
and  their  surroundings,  where  the  children  of  the  community  are  to  spend 
at  least  one-third  of  their  youthful  days,  and  the  work  to  be  done  nothing 
less  than  the  training  of  the  immortal  mind. 

Three  new  houses  were  built  during  the  last  year;  one  at  East  Mauch 
Chunk.  This  requires  more  than  a  passing  notice.  It  is  just  being  com- 
pleted, and  is  sixty  by  seventy  feet,  two  stories  high,  with  a  fine  basement 
under  the  whole.     It  is  a  sandstone  structure,  intended  for  eight  schools, 
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four  on  each  floor,  and  an  additional  room  may  be  fitted  up  in  the  basement 
if  necessary.  The  rooms  are  21  by  30  feet,  and  12|  feet  high  in  the  clear, 
and  well  provided  with  flues  for  heating  and  ventilation.  The  whole  will 
cost,  when  completed,  about  $13,000.  This  was  accomplished  in  the  face 
of  a  strong  opposition,  bat  the  directors  saw  the  necessity  of  more  and 
better  school  accommodations,  and  they  determined  to  do  their  duty.  Their 
course  may  be  condemned  by  many  at  present,  but  they  will,  in  the  future, 
as  they  deserve,  receive  the  approval  and  respect  of  all  good  men  for  the 
advance  steps  taken.  It  is  a  noble  monument,  indicative  of  the  enterprise 
and  intelligence  of  the  board  of  directors,  as  well  as  an  ornament  and  honor 
to  the  town.  One  new  house  was  built  in  Penn  Forest  and  one  in  Mahon- 
ing. Both  are  comfortable  and  substantial  frame  buildings.  Penn  Forest 
still  needs  two  more  new  houses ;  East  Penn,  two;  Lower  Towamensino-, 
one  ;  Franklin,  two,  and  Mahoning  two.  The  above  mentioned  houses  are 
too  small  and  entirely  unfit  for  school  use.  Lehighton  borough  should  take 
measures  at  once  to  secure  more  and  better  school  accommodations 

Furniture.— Many  of  the  houses  which  were  built  during  the  past  three 
years  were  furnished  with  patent  desks  and  seats,  and  all  with  plenty  of 
g#od  black-board  surface.  The  attention  of  directors  was  called  in  my  last 
annual  report  to  the  importance  of  supplying  their  schools  with  out-line 
maps,  globes,  charts,  dictionaries,  &c,  for  the  convenience  of  teachers  and 
the  benefit  of  scholars.  The  work  of  improving  the  outside  surrounding 
of  school  houses  is  beginning  to  receive  some  attention,  but,  like  all  other 
reforms,  its  progress  is  slow.  Directors  should  make  a  note  of  this  School 
grounds  generally,  at  a  very  small  outlay  of  money  and  a  little  labor  can 
be  made  pleasant  and  attractive.  Have  your  school  rooms  and  sc'hool 
grounds  fitted  up  in  a  neat  and  tasty  manner,  and  it  will  create  a  taste  for 
the  beautiful  and  refined  in  the  minds  of  the  children. 

As  a  still  further  indication  of  progress  may  be  mentioned  a  disposition 
on  the  part  of  directors  to  secure  better  qualified  teachers,  and  an  increas- 
ing desire  on  their  part  towards  improving  and  building  up  their  profession 
An  organization  has  been  formed  by  the  professional  teachers  of  the  county ' 
winch,  if  properly  managed,  (and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be  , 
will  have  a  salutary  effect  upon  the  profession.  An  increased  interest  is 
also  beginning  to  manifest  itself  on  the  part  of  parents  in  school  affairs- 
this  is  noticeable  from  the  fact  that  they  are  met  more  frequently  in  the' 
schoo  room,  and  we  find  many  more  visits  of  parents  recorded  on  teachers' 
report  books  than  formerly. 

Teachers-Many  of  our  teachers  have  labored  faithfully  not  only  in  the 
school  room  but  at  institutes,  and  on  all  other  occasions  where  their  ser- 
vices were  needed  they  have  shown  themselves  not  only  competent  for  the 
task  but  were  ever  ready  and  willing  to  do  it.     We  had  a  few  failures  and 
4  school  Pep. 
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some  drones  in  the  ranks.  We  will  here  take  the  privilege  of  saying  to  the 
latter  class  that  unless  they  bestir  themselves  more  than  they  have  been 
doing  heretofore  they  will  find  that  their  services  are  no  longer  needed  as 
teachers.  We  want  live,  active,  wide-awake  teachers,  who  are  competent 
and  willing  to  do  their  whole  duty  fearlessly  and  regardless  of  >vhat  others 
may  say  or  do. 

Teachers  should  not  only  be  familiar  with  the  text-books  they  teach  from, 
but  should  have  their  minds  well  stored  with  general  information. 

Institutes. — The  County  Institute  was  held  at  Weatherly,  commencing 
November  28,  and  continued  in  session  five  days.  Sixt}r-five  teachers 
were  present.  The  meetings  were  interesting  and  instructive,  harmony  and 
good  feeling  prevailed  throughout,  and  I  think  all  went  away  better  qualified 
for  their  respective  duties  than  when  they  came.  Mouthy  union  institutes 
were  held  alternately  at  Mauch  Chunk,  Summit  Hill  and  Lehighton.  They 
accomplished  much  good  by  improving  teachers  and  bringing  them  in  con- 
tact with  directors  and  parents,  forming  more  intimate  acquaintance  and 
better  social  feeling  between  these  respective  parties.  I  hope  these  useful 
meetings  will  be  continued  in  the  future.  The  schools  of  Mauch  Chunk 
borough,  Weatherly  borough,  Parryville,  (Independent,)  and  Lehighton  bor- 
ough, are  graded  and  making  commendable  progress.  East  Mauch  Chunk 
and  Summit  Hill  did  well,  and  are  now  prepared  to  have  their  schools 
strictly  graded.  This  should  be  done  during  the  next  year.  Banks  and 
Weissport  are  going  forward.  In  many  of  the  rural  districts  the  terms  are 
too  short  to  accomplish  much,  even  with  good  teachers,  who  can  seldom  be 
procured  at  the  small  salaries  paid. 

Educational  work  done  by  the  Superintendent  is  about  the  same  as  last 
year,  viz :  Holding  examinations  of  teachers,  visiting  schools,  attending 
institutes,  &c. 

The  press  has  shown  itself  favorable  to  our  cause,  and  its  columns  are 
open  and  ready  to  publish  educational  matter.  In  the  Gazette  and  Demo- 
crat educational  columns  were  conducted  during  the  past  year  by  C.  A. 
Loose  and  J.  P.  Rowlands  as  editors,  with  considerable  interest. 


CENTRE  COUNTY— R.  M.  Magee. 

School*. — The  number  of  schools  is  increasing.  Last  year  I  reported 
one  hundred  and  ninetj'-eight ;  this  year  there  are  two  hundred  and  four, 
of  which  fifty-nine  are  graded  and  one  hundred  and  ninety  tolerably  well 
classified. 

Graded  Schools. — Although  I  think  we  compare  favorably  with  other  rural 
districts  of  the  State — twenty-nine  per  centum  of  all  the  schools  in  the 
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county  being  partially  graded — yet  I  can  see  no  reason  why  a  system  of 
grading  cannot  be  adopted  in  every  township  in  the  county  ;  and  until  this 
is  done  the  schools  will  remain  defective.  Every  village  and  densely  popu- 
lated locality  of  sixty  pupils  should  establish  two  grades,  either  in  one  build- 
ing, with  two  rooms,  or  in  two  separate  school  buildings.  Wherever  there 
are  already  two  school  houses  within  convenient  distance,  the  schools  should 
be  divided,  sending  the  smaller  children  to  one,  and  the  more  advanced  to 
the  other. 

The  increased  efficiency  of  the  schools  would  more  than  compensate  for 
the  little  increase  in  the  distance  to  the  school.  It  would  not  only  render 
the  schools  cheaper  and  more  effective,  but  also  provide  higher  instruction 
for  all  classes,  for  the  grammar  school  would  furnish  material  which  would, 
of  its  own  accord,  build  up  the  requisite  number  of  high  schools,  (where 
not  already  established,)  to  bring  such  higher  instruction  within  the  reach 
of  all.  Wherever  this  system  has  been  tried  and  fully  tested  it  has  proved 
successful,  and  nowhere  do  we  see  the  old  system  of  ungraded  schools  being 
re-placed. 

Each  grade  should  have  its  prescribed  course  of  stud}',  which  all  should 
be  obliged  to  understand  thoroughly  before  being  promoted  to  the  next 
higher  one. 

I  would  earnestly  call  the  attention  of  directors  to.a  somewhat  prevalent 
error. 

The  tendency  to  promote  pupils  from  one  grade  to  another  whenever  the 
lower  grades  become  over-crowded,  without  proper  regard  to  their  fitness 
for  promotion,  and,  consequently,  admitting  pupils  not  sufficiently  ad- 
vanced into  the  high  schools.  Where  three  grades  (or  more)  are  estab- 
lished— primary,  grammar  and  high  schools — the  grade  of  the  high  school 
should  be  such  as  to  embrace  a  course  of  studies  equal  to  the  academy. 

The  schools  at  Snow  Shoe  will  be  graded  by  the  opening  of  the  next 
term,  a  new  building  for  this  purpose  being  in  course  of  erection  there  now. 
The  schools  of  Julian  Furnace,  Zion,  Farmers'  Mills  and  Penn  Hall, 
should  each  consist  of  two  departments. 

Classification. — Where  the  schools  are  properly  graded  the  board  of  di- 
rectors prescribe  a  course  of  study  for  each  grade,  but  in  the  one  hundred 
and  forty -five  ungraded  schools  of  the  county  this  important  duty  is  gen- 
erally left  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers  ;  and  here  I  would  remark  that  a 
very  material  change  has  taken  place  within  the  last  few  years  in  this  im- 
portant part  of  the  work.  The  prejudices  of  parents  against  new  mea- 
sures— that  great  bar  to  advancement — has  been  to  a  great  extent  overcome, 
the  teachers,  in  their  own  judgment,  classifying  their  pupils  according  to 
fitness  alone  for  the  different  branches  of  study. 

Methods  of  Instruction. — No  one  was  licensed  to  teach  unless  he  had  stu- 
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died  at  least  one  modern  work  on  teaching,  and  could  pass  a  satisfactory 
examination  on  the  improved  modes  of  teaching.  This  course,  which  has 
been  followed  for  the  few  last  years,  has  resulted  in  a  complete  reform  in 
teaching. 

School  Etiquette. — I  have  observed  much  improvement  in  this  direction, 
having  noticed  less  of  that  roughness  and  unfeelingness  which  heretofore 
characterized  the  schools  in  some  localities.  The  heart  as  well  as  the  head 
must  be  educated  ;  and  it  is  as  much  the  teacher's  duty  to  inculcate  good 
manners  and  politeness,  based  on  the  principle  of  the  "  golden  rule,"  as  to 
teach  reading  or  spelling.  Many  of  the  school  rooms  are  very  tastefully 
decorated  with  mottoes,  pictures,  flowers,  &c,  and  are  scrupulously  clean 
and  tidy.  I  noticed  also,  that  nearly  all  the  school  rooms  were  furnished 
with  window  papers  or  curtains.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  teachers  who 
have  not  yet  caught  this  spirit,  will  soon  see  how  much  they  lack.  The 
glowing  impressions  thus  made  upon  the  youthful  mind,  are  fixed  so  deeply 
in  the  soul  that  time  cannot  efface  them. 

Jlusic. — Vocal  music  is  practiced  in  almost  evei'3r  school.  Its  refining 
and  elevating  influence  entitles  it  to  the  attention  it  receives. 

Attendance. — It  is  encouraging  to  know  that  the  average  percentage  of 
attendance  is  increasing  yearly.  In  a  large  number  of  schools  the  average 
attendance  was  over  ninety  per  centum. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Bible  was  read  daily  in  all  our  public  schools. 
About  twenty  opened  daily  with  prayer. 

Text-books. — We  have  had  no  change  in  books  for  five  years,  and  then 
only  to  secure  district  uniformity,  which,  I  am  happy  to  state,  we  now  have 
without  an  exception. 

Teachers. — It  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  believe  that,  remote  as  we 
are  from  State  Normal  schools,  but  few  counties  can  boast  of  teachers  more 
faithful  and  earnest  than  are  many  of  ours.  There  is  much  more  profes- 
sional reading  than  formerly;  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  single  teacher  in 
the  county  that  does  not  take  at  least  one  educational  journal.  Mental  phi- 
losophy has  been  made  a  practical  study  with  many  of  our  teachers.  We 
lost  this  year,  two  of  our  most  faithful  teachers  by  death — Samuel  R.  Breon, 
of  Benn  Hall,  and  Mary  A.  Weaver,  of  Bellefonte  ;  but  while  we  feel  deeply 
their  luss,  we  have  eveiy  reason  to  believe,  from  the  Christian  life  they  led, 
that  they  are  now  reaping  the  true  teacher's  reward.  It  is  to  be  observed 
that  the  number  of  female  teachers  has  been  regularly  decreasing  for  the 
the  last  five  years.  The  present  number  of  males  is  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three,  females  seventy-one.  Of  these,  one  hundred  and  twenty  have  at- 
tended a  County  Normal  school,  and  eighty-two  have  taught  over  five  years. 
Average  age  of  teachers,  twenty-live  years. 
In  consecpaence  of  the  usual   scarcity  of  teachers,  forty-eight  were  em- 
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ployed  who  had  never  taught  before,  and  who,  for  want  of  skill  and  expe- 
rience, rarely  gave  general  satisfaction,  thus  bringing  reproach  upon  the 
system,  when  it  was  not  the  system  at  all,  but  its  local  administration  that 
was  in  fault. 

WORK   DONE    BY    SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations. — I  held  the  usual  number  of  public  examinations  (25)  im- 
mediately after  the  close  of  the  County  Normal  school  and  before  the  open- 
ing of  the  public  schools ;  but  finding  a  deficiency  in  the  number  of  teach- 
ers, five  special  and  five  private  examinations  were  afterwards  held  at  my 
office.  Two  hundred  provisional  and  seven  professional  certificates  were 
issued.  Eighteen  applicants  were  rejected.  The  public  examinations  were 
attended  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  directors  and  one  thousand  and  twen- 
ty-four citizens.  The  examinations  compared  very  favorably  with  those  of 
the  previous  }Tear,  the  qualifications  of  teachers  being  generally  higher. 

School  Visitation. — I  commenced  this  duty  immediately  after  the  close 
of  the  regular  examinations,  and  continued,  uninterruptedly,  (except  a  week 
for  the  County  Institute,)  until  about  the  first  of  April.  Two  hundred  and 
ninety-two  visits  were  made  to  the  schools,  every  school  in  the  county  being 
visited  at  least  once,  except  one,  which  was  closed  ere  I  could  reach  it.  The 
number  of  visits  made  exceeded,  by  52,  those  of  last  year.  The  time  spent 
in  each  varied  according  to  the  work  to  be  done,  averaging  in  length  about 
two  hours.  My  object  was  not  to  take  the  teacher's  place  for  the  time  be- 
ing by  hearing  recitations,  but  to  examine  into  every  department  of  the 
teacher's  work,  classification,  discipline,  methods  of  instruction,  &c,  giving 
as  much  instruction  in  the  various  departments  as  my  limited  time  allowed, 
occasionally  conducting  a  class  drill  for  the  instruction  of  the  teacher.  I 
invariably  left  instructions  in  writing  with  the  teaoher,  taking  a  transcript 
of  the  same  in  my  note-book.  I  am  becoming  more  convinced  each  year 
of  the  good  that  results  from  these  visits,  and  yet  where  so  much  is  to  be 
done  in  eo  short  a  time  much  of  that  good  is  lost.  Nothing  connected  with 
the  schools  pays  better  than  a  proper,  close  supervision.  District  superin- 
tendency  by  competent  persons  is  much  needed.  In  order  to  visit  all  of  our 
two  hundred  and  four  schools,  allowing  but  little  time  for  travelling,  it  is 
necessary  to  average  three  schools  per  day.  It  is  a  mistake  to  think  that 
the  Superintendent  is  to  take  the  place  of  local  officers.  School  visitation 
is  only  a  fractional  part  of  the  many  duties  devolving  upon  him,  yet  were 
this  his  only  duty,  the  number  of  schools  is  too  great  for  any  one  person  to 
do  justice  to  all.  One  hundred  and  seventy  of  my  visits  were  made  with 
directors  to  whom,  with  proper  instructions,  I  committed  the  further 
supervision  of  the  schools.  Ninety-three  directors  and  two  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  patrons  thus  accompanied  me. 
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County  Institute. — Our  twenty-fourth  annual  institute  was  held  in  Belle- 
fonte,  during  holiday  week.  I  put  forth  every  effort  to  I  ring  out  our 
teachers,  and  succeeded  in  securing  an  attendance  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty  teachers,  (an  excess  of  sixteen  over  the  number  of  public  schools 
in  the  county,)  with  an  average  attendance  of  two  hundred  at  each  of  the 
fourteen  sessions.  The  attendance  of  directors  was  larger  than  at  any 
previous  institute.  The  only  paid  instructor  from  abroad  was  our  elocu- 
tionist. 

Normal  Institute. — The  fifth  annual  session  was  held  at  Rebersburg  dur- 
ing the  vacation  of  the  public  schools,  as  a  temporary  means  of  aiding  our 
teachers  in  the  special  preparation  needed  for  their  work.  About  ninety 
teachers  were  in  attendance. 

The  work  of  the  }Tear  may  be  summed  up  as  follows  :  The  erection  of  18 
new  buildings;  the  furnishing  of  27  with  suitable  furniture,  18  with  appa- 
ratus, and  48  with  out-buildings ;  the  formation  of  6  new  sub-districts  and 
schools  ;  the  grading  of  7 ;  the  better  classification  of  ungraded  schools ; 
better  attendance,  and  some  progress  in  the  grading  of  teachers'  salaries. 

I  labored  304  days  in  the  discharge  of  official  duties ;  held  30  public  ex- 
aminations ;  made  292  official  visits  ;  taught  ten  weeks  in  the  County  Nor- 
mal school;  held  a  County  Institute  of  five  days;  attended  20  educational 
meetings ;  wrote  257  official  letters,  and  travelled  3,03G  miles  in  the  dis- 
charge of  these  duties. 

I  will  yet  notice  a  few 

EDUCATIONAL   AGENCIES    OUTSIDE    OF    THE    COMMON    SCHOOL   WORK, 

which  exert  a  healthful  influence  on  the  school  interests  of  the  county. 
Among  these  maj'  be  named  the  Pennsylvania  Agricultural  College,  whose 
faculty  kindly  assisted  us  at  our  County  Institute,  as  did,  also,  the  prin- 
cipals of  the  different  academies  in  the  count}'. 

The  Bellefonte  academy  is  to  be  remodeled  and  enlarged  the  coming 
year.  The  Penn  Ilall  and  Boalsburg  academies  and  the  Eden  school,  at 
Unionville,  were  attended  by  quite  a  number  of  teachers. 

About  75  subscription  schools  were  in  progress  during  the  summer.  Some 
of  these  were  taught  by  well  qualified  teachers,  while  others  were  compara- 
tively worthless. 

District  Institutes  were  held  in  three  districts  only. 

The  Press. — We  have  five  well  conducted  weekly  newspapers,  all  of 
which  are  favorable  to  the  cause  of  education  ;  also  one  religious  monthly 
paper,  published  under  the  auspices  of  the  "Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation of  Bellefonte"  whose  columns  are  open  to  educational  intelligence. 

Centre  County  Sabbath  S'-hool  Association. — The  Sabbath  school  work, 
as  organized  at  present,  is  exerting  a  vast  influence  for  good.     One  annual 
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convention  is  held,  with  frequent  districts  institutes,  in  various  parts  of  the 
county. 

Clergy. — Quite  a  number  of  ministers  attended  our  last  County  Institute, 
some  of  them  kindly  assisting  us  during  the  entire  week.  They  will  ever 
find  a  hearty  welcome,  not  only  at  examinations  and  institutes,  but  in  the 
school  room,  where  words  of  cheer  are  so  much  appreciated. 


CHESTER  COUNTY.— George  L.  Maris. 

Sixteen  houses  have  been  built  during  the  }rear,  situated  as  follows: — 
West  Bradford,  West  Fallowfieid,  Franklin,  Kennett,  West  Nantmeal, 
(graded,)  East  Nottingham,  New  Garden,  West  Pikeland,  Pocopson,  Sads- 
bury,  (four,  two  graded,)  Schuylkill,  East  Vincent  and  West  Whiteland. 
Total  cost  about  $31,000.  Most  of  them  are  commodious  and  substantial, 
but  a  few  are  too  small  to  accommodate  the  pupils  in  attendance  the  first 
term.  Too  little  care  is  given  to  the  subject  of  ventilation,  the  only  means 
provided  being  the  lowering  of  windows,  which  allows  the  cold  air  to  blow 
in  on  the  pupils  sitting  near.  A  little  additional  expense  would  provide 
flues,  with  registers  at  both  ceiling  and  floor. 

All  the  new  houses  except  two,  have  been  supplied  with  good,  comforta- 
ble desks,  and  sixteen  old  ones  have  been  suitably  re-furnished  in  the  fol- 
lowing districts :  South  Coventry,  (two,)  Coatesville,  Franklin,  West  Fal- 
lowfield, East  Goshen,  Highland, (two,)  Honeybrook,  Kennett  Square, (two,) 
East  Pikeland,  West  Chester,  (two,)  East  Whiteland  and  Willistown. 

The  new  houses  in  Kennett,  New  Garden,  West  Nantmeal,  Schu3ikill 
and  West  Whiteland,  deserve  especial  mention,  as  complete  in  almost  every 
particular.     The  one  in  Franklin  is  inferior  to  none,  except  in  size. 

There  are  still  remaining  many  houses  entirely  unfit  for  use,  and  several 
districts  will  build  the  coming  year,  while  in  others  there  is  an  apparent  in- 
difference to  the  wants  of  the  people  in  this  respect ;  but  it  is  hoped  that 
the  spirit  of  progress  will  soon  reach  even  these. 

Text-books.  —  Through  the  influence  of  the  directors'  conventions  and 
other  agencies,  a  good  degree  of  progress  has  been  made  in  securing  a 
uniformity  of  books.  Among  the  districts  that  have  made  the  necessary 
changes  during  the  year,  are  London  Britain,  W.  Goshen,  U.  Uwchlan,  W. 
Yincent.  By  far  the  cheapest  and  most  satisfactory  wa}r  to  secure  uni- 
formity, is  for  the  directors  to  purchase  all  books  used  in  the  district,  thus 
saving  a  large  percentage  on  the  usual  retail  rates. 

Graded  Schools. — During  the  year  the  schools  of  Honeybrook,  W.  Nant- 
meal and  Sadsbury  districts  have  been  graded  ;  and  many  who  were  oppo- 
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nente  to  the  system  a  year  ago,  are  now  counted  among  its  warmest  sup- 
porters. 

The  success  of  these  schools  have  fully  proven  their  necessity,  and  the 
large  attendance  of  young  men  and  women  whose  education  would  other- 
wise be  neglected,  sufficiently  demonstrates  their  usefulness  and  economy. 
The  degree  of  interest  manifested  in  the  subject,  gives  strong  ground  for 
hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  \*hen  the  whole  county  will  be  supplied 
with  efficient  graded  schools. 

The  directors  of  West  Chester  and  Kennett  Square  have  improved  the 
lower  grades  of  schools  by  abolishing  the  "  class  room"  S3'stem.  Each 
teacher  has  entire  charge  of  the  pupils  in  her  room. 

The  directors  of  Springville  and  Downiugtown  are  preparing  to  grade 
their  schools,  and  make  them  conform  to  the  demands  of  .the  age. 

The  requirements  of  the  people  will  not  be  satisfied  until  the  public 
schools  furnish  the  means  of  education,  in  all  the  branches  of  a  complete 
course  of  study. 

Attendance. — At  the  commencement  of  the  winter  term,  teachers  were  re- 
quested to  report  the  names  of  all  pupils  that  were  not  absent  or  tardy, 
during  four  consecutive  months,  and  the  result  in  many  cases  is  a  marked 
increase  in  the  attendance.  The  schools  showing  the  greatest  percentage 
of  pupils  not  missing  a  day  for  the  time  specified,  were  Monoquacy,  in  War- 
wick ;  Fairview,  in  E.  Coventry,  and  Hamorton,  in  Kennett.  By  requiring 
each  teacher  to  make  a  report  every  term  of  attendance,  number  of  visitors, 
&c,  great  improvement  in  these  respects  will  be  made. 

Normal  School. — This  building,  located  at  West  Chester,  in  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  positions  of  the  town,  is  complete  in  all  particulars.  In 
beauty  of  architecture,  healthfulness  of  situation,  and  convenience  of  ar- 
rangement, it  is  unsurpassed  by  any  school  in  the  State. 

Annual  Institute. — This  was  held  the  week  commencing  October  31st,  and 
was  attended  by  five  hundred  and  six  teachers.  The  instructors  and  lec- 
turers were  Hon.  E.  E.  White,  of  Columbus,  Ohio ;  Professor  Lewis  B. 
Monroe,  of  Boston,  Mass.;  Professor  E.  D.  Cope,  Academy  of  Natural 
Sciences,  Philadelphia ;  Professor  A.  Holbrook,  Lebanon,  Ohio  ;  Professor 
J.  V.  Montgomery,  Millersville,  Pa. ;  Professor  E.  H.  Magill,  Swarthraore 
College,  and  Professor  L.  W.  Mason,  of  Boston,  Mass.  Considerable  at- 
tention was  given  to  elementary  instruction,  with  methods  of  awakening  an 
interest  in  study.  Beading,  penmanship  and  drawing  also  occupied  a 
prominent  place  in  the  exercises. 

School  visitation  and  local  institutes. — All  the  schools  in  the  county  were 
visited  once,  except  four  that  were  not  in  session  at  the  time ;  and  a  few 
were  visited  the  second  time. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  work  of  holding  examinations  and  visiting  schools, 
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eight  weeks  were  devoted  to  holding  these  institutes.  They  were  held  at 
Waynesburg,  Unionville,  Oxford,  Pughtown,  Phcenixville,  Kennet  Square, 
Birchrunville  and  Lawrenceville,  and  were  attended  by  about  ten  thousand 
people,  over  three  hundred  and  fifty  teachers  and  one  hundred  and  eighty 
directors.  The  exercises  consisted  of  class  instruction  in  the  common 
branches,  and  discussions  of  various  educational  topics. 

The  great  success  of  these  institutes  is  mainly  due  to  the  exertions  of 
directors,  teachers  and  other  friends  of  education  in  the  vicinity,  and  to 
the  excellence  of  the  instruction  given  by  those  whom  it  was  my  good  for- 
tune to  secure.  The  principal  instructors  and  lecturers  were  Hon.  J.  P. 
Wickersham,  Dr.  Franklin  Taylor,  Mrs.  E.  Stetson  Logee,  Professor  J.  B. 
Roberts,  Rev.  A.  A.  Willits,  Rev.  James  M'Cosh,  Bayard  Taylor,  Professor 
John  G.  Moore,  Henry  V.  M'Cully,  Maria  L.  Sanford,  Rev.  Win.  E.  Moore, 
Professor  Wm.  Brown,  J.  J."  Pinkerton,  Esq.,  M.  Brosius,  Esq.,  W.  W. 
Woodruff  and  T.  Clarkson  Taylor. 

The  importance  of  these  conventions  can  scarcely  be  estimated. 

The  press  of  the  county  has  exerted  a  decided  influence  for  good  in  the 
cause  of  popular  education.  Some  of  the  papers  devote  considerable  space 
to  the  subject  almost  eve^  week,  and  one  maintains  an  educational  de- 
partment, under  the  supervision  of  an  earnest  teacher. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  remind  the  directors  and  citizens  of  the  county, 
that  many  of  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  progress,  mentioned  in  my  first 
report,  still  remain;  prominent  among  them  are  short  terms,  irregular  at- 
tendance, poor  school  houses,  uncomfortable  furniture,  and  lack  of  unifor- 
mity in  text-books. 

The  practice  of  allowing  many  of  our  good  teachers  to  leave  the  county, 
and  seek  positions  where  their  services  are  more  liberally  rewarded,  and  in 
their  stead  emplo}'ing  young,  inexperienced  teachers,  some  of  whom  are 
dear  at  any  price,  cannot  fail  to  injure  the  schools  where  such  policy  is 
tolerated.  It  is  very  poor  economy  to  employ  inferior  teachers  for  thirty 
dollars  per  month,  when  good  ones  can  be  had  for  forty  or  fortj'-five  dol- 
lars. A  little  money  may  be  saved  but  the  time  and  talent  of  the  children 
are  wasted.  Several  districts  are  now  moving  in  the  right  direction,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  the  next  school  year  will  record  greater  progress  than  any 
previous  one. 


CLARION  COUNTY.— J.  E.  Wood. 

Houses The   number  erected  is   five,  at  a  cost  of  about  $3,000.     A 

new  house  was  built  in  Knox.     It  is  a  neat  and  attractive  frame  building, 
well  furnished,  and  the  internal  arrangement  is  good.     One  of  the  most  con- 
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venient  and  well  built  school  houses  iu  the  county  was  erected  at  Green- 
ville, in  Limestone  township.  It  is  a  substantial  frame  structure,  well 
lighted  and  has  been  supplied  with  good  furniture  and  apparatus.  It  is 
located  on  a  beautiful  eminence  above  the  town,  and  is  surrounded  b}-  a 
grove.  In  Perry  a  house  32  by  28,  ceiling  10  feet  from  the  floor,  has  been 
erected.  The  wood  work  is  to  be  neatly  painted.  The  lot  on  which  it  is 
located  is  large,  and  a  grove  of  native  trees  surrounds  the  building.  Two 
new  houses  were  erected  in  "Washington  ;  both  frame  buildings.  These 
houses  are  well  finished,  and  have  been  supplied  with  the  necessary  furni- 
ture. The  school  room  in  Callensburg  was  repaired  and  supplied  with 
suitable  seats  and  desks.  The  school  building  in  New  Bethlehem  has  been 
repaired  and  is  to  be  supplied  with  patent  furniture. 

Apjiaratus. — But  little  addition  has  been  made  to  our  school  apparatus 
since  my  last  report.  There  is  not  a  sufficient  supply  of  apparatus  in  our 
school  rooms,  and  in  many  cases  teachers  do  not  possess  the  skill  necessary 
to  use  it. 

Graded  Schools. — Two  schools  were  graded  during  the  year.  Graded 
schools  should  be  established  at  Fryburg,  Tylersburg,  Shippenville,  Hagan- 
ville  and  West  Freedom. 

Teachers. — A  majority  of  our  teachers  are  earnest  and  enthusiastic.  If 
the  school  term  were  longer,  and  the  wages  better,  we  could  easily  supply 
all  our  schools  with  well  qualified  teachers. 

Gradation  of  Salaries. — The  salaries  of  teachers  should  be  graded  ac- 
cording to  their  qualifications.  In  many  districts  in  this  county  no  differ- 
ence is  made  between  the  pay  of  good  and  poor  teachers.  As  long  as 
directors  adhere  to  this  policy  they  need  not  expect  much  improvement  in 
teachers. 

Text-books There  is  a  uniformity  of  text-books  in  nearly  all  the  dis- 
tricts in  the  count}'. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Bible  was  read  daily  in  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
schools. 

Examinations.  —  Thirty-one  public  examinations  were  held.  Three 
teachers  received  professional  certificates,  one  hundred  and  eighty  provi- 
sional, and  fourteen  were  rejected.  The  examinations  were  well  attended 
by  directors  and  citizens,  who  manifested  great  interest  in  the  exercises. 

Visitations The  schools  were  all  visited  once  except  three  or  four. — 

Quite  a  number  were  visited  twice  and  two  were  visited  three  times.  At 
the  close  of  each  visit  I  addressed  the  school,  and  made  such  suggestions 
to  the  teacher  as  I  thought  proper.  In  making  these  visits  I  was  accom- 
panied by  sixty-nine  directors  and  twenty  citizens. 

County  Institute. — Our  County  Institute  convened  at  Clarion,  in  the 
court  room,  November  14.     One  hundred  and  ten  actual  teachers  were  in 
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attendance.  The  court  room  was  crowded  during  the  evening  sessions. 
The  exercises  were  interesting  and  instructive.  Professors  Jones,  of  Erie 
city,  Dale  of  Yenango,  Cooper  and  Langley,  of  Edinboro'  State  Normal 
school,  were  present  during  the  week  and  rendered  valuable  assistance. 

Higher  Institutions. — The  Carrier  seminary,  located  at  Clarion,  and  the 
academies  at  Callensburg,  Reidsburg  and  Rimersburg,  still  continue  in  the 
good  work,  and  send  out,  each  year,  a  number  of  teachers,  well  qualified 
for  their  work. 

Subscription  Schools. — Subscription  schools  are  opened  in  nearly  every 
district  in  the  county  during  the  summer  season.  In  many  instances  these 
schools  are  taught  by  teachers  who  are  not  able  to  pass  an  examination. 

District  Institutes  were  held  in  three  districts. 

District  Superintendency. — Our  schools  need  closer  supervision.  The 
directors  of  each  district  should  appoint  a  district  superintendent.  This 
officer  should  visit  the  schools  as  often  as  practicable,  and  report  to  the 
County  Superintendent,  who  could  then  spend  more  time  in  holding  insti- 
tutes and  educational  meetings.  The  attention  of  the  different  boards  of 
directors  in  the  county,  is  respectfully  called  to  this  important  subject. 

The  Press. — I  refer  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  the  interest  mani- 
fested by  our  county  papers  in  the  cause  of  education.  An  educational 
column  has  been  established  in  the  Democrat,  and  the  columns  of  the  Re- 
publican and  East  Brady  Independent  have  always  been  open  to  communi- 
cations from  teachers  and  others  interested  in  educational  affairs. 

Conclusion I  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  directors,  teachers  and  citi- 
zens for  their  kindness  and  hospitality. 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY.— Geo.  W.  Snyder. 

EDUCATIONAL   PROGRESS. 

New  Houses — During  the  school  year  just  ended  eleven  buildings  were 
erected,  as  follows:  One  in  Bell;  one  in  Brady;  one  in  Burnside  ;  one  in 
Covington  ;  one  in  Curwensville  ;  one  in  Ferguson  ;  one  in  Karthus  ;  two 
in  Lawrence ;  one  in  Morris,  and  one  in  Woodward.  They  are  all  large 
and  commodious  frame  structures,  well  supplied  with  good  furniture  and 
ample  black-board  surface.  Those  of  Lawrence  and  Curwensville  are 
furnished  with  M'Farland's  patent  desks,  which  have  rendered  entire  satis- 
faction. 

New  Districts. — Two  independent  districts  have  been  formed.  One  out 
of  Pike,  called  Bridgeport ;  and  the  other  out  of  Lawrence,  called  West 
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Clearfield.     The  directors  are  all  energetic  and  intelligent  men,  and  hence 
will  discharge  their  duties  faithfully. 

Neiv  Legislation. — An  act  to  consolidate  the  common  school  property 
■with  that  of  the  academy  of  Clearfield  borough — erect  large  and  commo- 
dious buildings  and  thoroughly  grade  the  schools,  was  passed  last  winter. 
After  due  reflection,  we  are  convinced  this  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
We  trust,  therefore,  for  the  good  of  all  concerned,  that  such  an  arrange- 
ment will  be  made ;  that  this  consolidation,  upon  trial,  will  prove  satis- 
factory to  all,  and  mark  a  new  era  in  the  educational  history  of  Clearfield 
borough. 

Out-buildings. — A  number  of  houses  have  been,  during  the  3'ear,  pro- 
vided with  the  necessary  out-buildings;  but  the  majority  are  not  jret  sup- 
plied.    Will  not  directors  see  to  this  important  matter  ? 

School  examinations  or  revieivs  have  not  been  so  generally  introduced 
as  was  expected.  A  beginning,  however,  was  made,  and  we  hope  the  di- 
rectors will  require  every  teacher  in  the  county,  the  coming  year,  to  hold 
a  public  review  at  the  close  of  each  month.  The  chief  aim  now  seems  to 
be  to  get  over  as  much  ground  as  possible,  regardless  of  accuracy  cr 
thoroughness.  Many  scholars  are  unable  to  answer  questions  even  in  the  ele- 
mentary branches,  which  clearly  proves  they  have  a  very  superficial  and 
imperfect  knowledge  of  the  studies  passed  over.  There  is  no  other  agency 
that  will  promote  more  thoroughness  and  accuracy  in  recitation  and  excite 
a  greater  emulation  among  schoLars  than  frequent  public  reviews  or  exami- 
nations. They  should  not  be  gotten  up  for  the  occasion,  but  the  teacher 
should  in  all  cases  allow  the  directors  or  a  spectator  to  conduct  them. 

Directors. — Many  boards  deserve  special  credit  for  what  they  have  done 
and  are  now  doing  to  advance  the  educational  interests  of  the  county. 
May  the}-  never  become  wearied  in  well  doing,  but  continue  on  in  this  good 
and  noble  work.  I  feel  justified,  however,  in  enumerating  a  few  mistakes : 
1st.  Paying  the  unqualified  the  same  as  the  qualified  teacher.  Such  a  course 
is  putting  a  premium  on  ignorance.  It  prevents  the  live  teacher  from  ris- 
ing, and  removes  the  necessity  of  the  illiterate  to  make  further  advance- 
ment. 2d.  The  emploj'ment,  sometimes,  of  inferior  teachers,  because  they 
are  relatives  or  friends.  However  much  this  may  be  practiced  throughout 
the  country,  at  the  present  day,  in  other  avocations,  directors  should  never 
introduce  it  into  our  schools ;  and  they  who  do  act  from  a  base  motive, 
and  should  receive  the  censure  of  all  good  men.  It  is  your  duty,  as  the 
guardians  of  the  children  in  your  districts,  to  employ  the  very  best  dis- 
ciplined minds  to  mould  and  instruct  the  rising  generation,  whether  rela- 
tives, friends  or  foes. 

Course  of  Study It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  directors  of  a 

number  of  districts  have  at  last  consented  to  adopt  a  course  of  study,  to 
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be  used  only  as  an  out-line  for  the  teacher's  guidance.  Much  valuable  time 
has  already  been  wasted  by  allowing  children  to  study  such  branches  only 
as  their  immature  minds  dictated.  In  some  cases  children  have  refused  to 
study  more  than  a  single  branch  for  several  successive  terms  ;  hence  all  the 
other  fundamental  branches  were  neglected.  Pireetors  are  to  a  greater  or 
less  degree  responsible  for  the  intellectual  growth  of  the  children  in  their 
respective  communities ;  therefore,  this  subject  should,  at  their  hands,  re- 
ceive special  attention.  No  profession  or  calling  can  be  successfully  car- 
ried on  without  a  correct  method. 

More  Haste  than  Progress. — There  is  an  excessive  desire  on  the  part  of 
some  pupils,  parents,  and  even  teachers,  for  the  Fifth  reader.  In  some  cases 
scholars  who  should  be  in  the  Third,  or  at  the  highest  iu  *^°-  F~""Hi.  v^a 
using  the  Fifth,  and  when  we  suggested  that  they  should  ne  put  uiw  th~. 
Third  or  Fourth  they  were  highly  offended.  Why  not  be  displeased  also 
with  the  master  carpenter  and  shoemaker  because  they  will  not  put  their  ap- 
prentices upon  the  neatest  and  nicest  work  until  they  have  acquired  skill 
in  the  use  of  tools  ?  The  same  difficulty  pertains  to  other  studies,  espe- 
cially to  arithmetic  and  geography.  I  can  see  no  practical  sense  or  use  for 
scholars  to  take  the  Fifth  reader  before  they  have  mastered  the  Third,  or 
to  be  helped  through  arithmetic  and  geography  without  a  knowledge  of 
their  principles.  The  time  has  arrived  when  the  education  of  children 
should  be  judged  not  by  the  number  of  books  passed  over  or  by  what  they 
cannot  tell,  as  is  now  the  case,  but  by  what  they  can  tell. 

District  Superinlendency . — Whenever  and  wherever  directors  have  ap- 
pointed a  practical  teacher,  or  one  who  has  had  a  great  deal  of  experience 
in  visiting  schools,  it  is  always  attended  with  beneficial  results.  There  is 
as  much  philosoph}',  however,  in  teachers  instructing  our  merchants  how 
and  the  kind  of  goods  to  purchase  ;  our  silversmiths  how  to  repair  watches  ; 
our  dentists  how  to  extract  natural  or  insert  artificial  teeth;  our  farmers 
how  to  till  the  soil,  as  there  is  in  that  class  of  men  to  instruct  teachers  how 
to  teach  unless  they  are  themselves  practical  teachers  of  the  modern  school. 
A  director's  visit,  in  most  cases,  cannot  be  of  any  more  practical  benefit  to 
a  school  than  a  visit  from  one  of  the  citizens.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  time 
is  at  hand  when  we  should  have  a  more  thorough  district  supervision.  This 
can  be  accomplished  by  the  directors  appointing  a  thoroughly  educated 
teacher  as  district  superintendent,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  the  schools 
once  a  month  or  oftener  ;  assist  in  classification,  preparing- course  of  stud}', 
and  suggesting  methods  of  promoting  the  progress  of  the  schools,  &c.  A 
Count}'  Superintendent  cannot  in  this  county  travel  over  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  ninety  square  miles  and  visit,  more  than  once,  (it  is  scarcely 
possible  for  him  to  do  even  this  much.)  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  schools  in 
four  months,  devoting  the  proper  time  to  each. 
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"WORK   DONE    BY    SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations. — Twenty-six  public  and  twelve  private  examinations  were 
held.  One  professional,  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  provisional  certificates 
were  granted,  and  twelve  endorsed  from  other  counties.  Seventy  directors 
and  a  large  number  of  citizens  were  present.  They  seemed  to  be  inter- 
ested not  011I37  in  the  present  success  of  our  schools,  but  also  in  the  future 
welfare  of  the  rising  generation. 

Visitation. — This  important  duty  was  commenced  the  last  week  in  Octo- 
ber, and  continued  until  the  first  week  in  March.  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  schools  were  visited,  spending  on  an  average  nearly  three  hours  in 
each.  In  all  the  schools,  met  eight}7-six  directors  and  one  hundred  and 
twentj'-six  patrons.  Travelled  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty 
miles.  Beccaria  and  Woodward  districts  did  not  receive  their  due  propor- 
tion of  my  time,  owing  partly  to  not  having  the  schools  open  at  the  proper 
time,  and  partly  to  sickness  in  my  family. 

Normal  Institute. — The  fifth  annual  session  was  held  at  Curwensville, 
commencing  the  first  day  of  May  and  continued  in  session  eleven  weeks. 
I  was  assisted  by  J.  A.  Gregory,  Esq.  Fifty-two  teachers  were  in  attend- 
ance, most  of  whom  expect  to  teach  the  coming  winter.  Whatever  progress 
we  have  made  during  the  past  five  years,  we  are,  to  more  than  any  other 
agency,  indebted  to  the  training  which  our  teachers  have  annually  received 
at  the  Normal  Institute.  Our  means  for  preparing  teachers  will  be  con- 
siderably increased  as  soon  as  the  Lock  Haven  State  Normal  school  is  in 
operation.  The  Superintendent  will  then  be  able  to  pay  more  special  at- 
tention to  the  schools  and  the  various  educational  interests  throughout  the 
count}',  during  the  summer  season. 

County  Institute  convened  at  Clearfield  in  October,  and  continued  five 
and  a  half  days.  It  was  well  attended  and  all  seemed  to  manifest  an  in- 
terest. The  regular  instructors  were  Profs.  I.  S.  Geist,  J.  Hart,  J.  V.  Mont- 
gornery  and  A.  D.  Rowe,  who  delivered  lectures  and  gave  instruction  in 
the  various  branches.  A  number  of  lectures  and  essays  were  had  from 
teachers  of  the  county.  Hon.  J.  B.  M'Enally  and  Rev.  J.  H.  M'Cord  each 
delivered  an  able  and  eloquent  address  before  the  institute.  This  was  en- 
couraging. When  divines  and  lawj'ers,  who  stand  at  the  head  of  their  pro- 
fessions, support  the  common  cause  of  education,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 
its  ultimate  success  and  beneficial  influence  upon  society  in  general. 

Improvements State  appropriation  increased  to  one  million  dollars. 

The  minimum  school  term  increased  to  six  months.  A  graded  or  high 
school  established  in  every  district,  at  which  all  the  advanced  scholars  of 
the  township  can  attend.  The  appointment  of  first  class  teachers  as  district 
superintendents. 
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The  School  Journal. — This  periodical  has  been  so  improved  in  appear- 
ance, in  matter  and  in  assortment  of  contents,  that  it  is  now  the  best  in 
the  countiy.     Every  teacher  and  director  should  subscribe  for  it. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  public,  directors,  teachers  and  children,  for 
their  mutual  sympathy  and  co-operation.  After  summing  up  the  entire  work 
of  the  year,  we  have  much  to  encourage  us.  May  the  coming  year  be  still 
more  prosperous  than  the  one  which  has  just  closed. 


CLINTON  COUNTY.— A.  D.  Rowe. 

Soon  after  receiving  my  commission,  (July  11,  1870,)  an  effort  was  made 
to  collect  a  number  of  teachers  and  hold  a  Normal  institute.  Though  only 
a  few  weeks'  notice  had  been  given,  a  goodly  number  of  teachers  responded 
to  the  call,  and  a  session  of  eight  weeks  was  held  at  Logansville. 

Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  Normal  institute  the  examination  for 
the  "four  months' "  districts  were  held,  and  then  commenced  the  tour  of 
visitations,  which  was  continued  until  the  close  of  the  schools  in  the  spring. 
All  the  schools  except  three  were  visited  once,  upwards  of  fifty  twice  anr) 
a  few  three  times.  The  average  time  spent  in  each  school  was  between  two 
•  and  three  hours,  though  generally  only  two  schools  were  visited  in  a  day, 
thus  spending  a  half-day  in  each. 

Attendance. — To  encourage  regular  attendance  a  promise  was  made  to 
our  pupils  that  as  many  of  them  as  would  attend  school  eveiy  day  during 
the  entire  term,  or  not  miss  more  than  one  or  two  days,  should  have  their 
names  published  in  both  county  papers.  This  had  a  very  good  effect,  and 
some  three  hundred  pupils  came  up  to  the  requirement  and  had  their  names 
published. 

Out-line  Maps. — A  continued  effort  was  made  to  have  out-line  maps  in- 
troduced into  all  our  schools.  In  this  we  met  with  encouraging  success, 
Lock  Haven,  Logan,  Logansville,  Keating,  Eenova  and  Beech  Creek 
(partly)  districts  supplying  their  schools  with  Pelton's  large  out-line  maps 
during  the  year. 

Educational  Journals. — During  the  tour  of  examinations,  as  also  during 
our  visits  to  the  schools,  each  teacher  not  then  taking  any,  was  personally 
requested  to  subscribe  for  some  educational  journal.  The  result  was  that 
upwards  of  eight}'  teachers  subscribed  for  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal, 
and  Clinton  now  has  the  honor  of  standing  second  on  the  list  of  counties, 
in  the  number  of  subscribers  to  the  Journal  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  teachers. 

County  Institute. — Teachers,  directors  and  citizens  agree  in  pronouncing 
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our  County  Institute  a  success.  It  was  by  far  the  largest  institute  ever 
held  in  the  count}' — fully  as  many  teachers  being  present  as  there  were 
schools  in  operation  throughout  the  county  during  the  winter  term.  Among 
the  principal  instructors  were  Professor  J.  W.  Shoemaker,  on  reading  and 
elocution,  Professor  A.  M.  Raub,  orthography,  English  grammar  and  analy- 
sis, and  Professor  E.  T.  Burgan,  on  penmanship  and  arithmetic.  Besides 
these,  essays  were  read,  reports  presented  and  discussions  engaged  in,  by 
many  of  our  prominent  teachers. 

Wednesday  afternoon  having  been  set  apart  as  directors'  day,  several 
subjects  relating  directly  to  the  administration  of  our  school  system  were 
discussed,  the  substance  of  which  was  summed  up  in  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  school  directors  here  assembled, 
that  teacher's  salaries  should  be  regulated  by  the  grade  of  certificate. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  a  change  in  the  law  in  relation  to  school 
directors,  so  as  to  limit  the  number  in  each  district  to  three,  and  that  these 
be  paid  a  reasonable  salary  for  their  services. 

During  the  evening  sessions  of  the  institute,  lectures  and  addresses  wei'e 
delivered  by  Hon.  J.  P.  Wickerskam,  Hon.  G.  0.  Deise,  Professors  A.  N. 
Kaub,  J.  W.  Shoemaker  and  George  Hageman. 

Our  county  newspapers. — In  speaking  of  effort  at  improvement  we  must 
not  forget  the  continued  and  valuable  aid  received  from  both  the  Clinton 
Democrat  and  Clinton  Republican. 

Immediately  after  entering  upon  our  work  we  were  most  generously 
offered  the  use  of  both  of  these  journals  for  the  publication  of  any  school 
matter  that  we  might  desire  to  insert.  We  cheerfully  accepted  the  liberal 
offer;  and  to  awaken  more  interest  in  educational  matters  throughout  the 
county,  we  published  in  both  county  papers  accounts  of  visitations,  giving 
the  name  of  the  school,  the  name  of  the  teacher,  the  number  of  pupils  en- 
rolled, the  average,  the  number  of  pupils  present,  whether  or  not  singing 
was  practiced  as  a  daily  exercise,  whether  or  not  the  schools  were  supplied 
with  the  necessary  apparatus,  and  such  other  maiter  as  was  not  too  personal 
and  was  thought  appropriate.  During  our  examinations  the  names  of  the 
teachers  examined,  the  names  of  the  directors  attending,  and  the  number 
of  citizens  present,  were  published  ;  and  after  the  close  of  the  schools  also 
the  names  of  the  pupils  in  regular  attendance,  as  above  explained. 

Besides  this  statistical  matter,  extracts  from  the  School  Journal,  and 
other  matter  connected  with  education  and  teaching,  were  frequently  and 
cheerfully  published.  For  these  services  on  the  part  of  the  editors  of  our 
local  newspapers,  the  citizens,  teachers  and  directors,  no  less  than  the 
County  Superintendent,  are  under  many  obligations. 
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SUGGESTIONS    FOR   IMPROVEMENT. 


Longer  school  term. — The  great  and  effective  lock  upon  the  wheels  of  the 
common  school  machinery  in  our  couuty  is  the  short  school  term. 

As  arguments  in  favor  of  a  longer  school  term,  may  be  briefly  mentioned, 
1st.  More  interest  would  be  manifested  in  the  work  of  both  teacher  and 
pupil  if  both  were  employed  at  it  a  longer  time.  Teachers  would,  in  case 
they  were  employed  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  make  more  special  prepa- 
ration for  their  work.  2d.  The  additional  expense  would  not  be  propor- 
tionately as  great  as  the  additional  receipt.  The  schools  are  kept  open 
during  the  cold  winter  months  when  fuel  is  needed  and  travel  is  bad,  while 
during  the  spring  and  autumn  months,  when  fuel  could  be  saved  and  chil- 
dren could  attend  without  inconvenience,  the  houses  and  apparatus  remain 
unused,  a  dead  investment  on  the  part  of  the  community.  3d.  It  is  a  duty 
which  every  citizen  owes  to  himself,  to  humanity  and  to  his  God,  to  throw 
upon  and  around  the  rising  generation  the  light  of  useful  knowledge,  and 
this  cannot  be  done  to  the  extent  which  the  times  now  justly  demand  by  a 
school  term  of  four  months  a  year. 

Uniform  Taxation. — Our  wealthiest  districts  assess  from  four  to  six  mills, 
and  our  poorer  districts  assess  from  eight  to  ten  mills  school  tax  on  the 
dollar ;  thus  poverty  impoverishes  poverty  and  wealth  enriches  wealth. 
This  is  an  unjust  result  of  our  present  system  of  taxation,  a  result  which 
stands  directly  opposed  to  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  common 
school  system,  and  one  which  has  a  strong  retarding  influence  upon  the  very 
sections  of  country  which  need  the  strongest  incentives  to  progress.  Some 
system  of  uniform  taxation  is  what  we  need. 

The  Central  State  Normal  School. — In  conclusion,  we  refer,  with  pleasure, 
to  the  bright  prospects  before  us.  As  we  write  this  the  walls  of  the  Cen- 
tral State  Normal  school  are  gradually  rising.  On  a  beautiful  knoll,  over- 
looking the  city  of  Lock  Haven,  the  workmen  have  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  building,  and  in  a  few  months  we  hope  to  see  the  massive  structure  of 
the  institution,  which  is  to  be  our  pupils'  blessing,  our  teachers'  hope  and 
our  citizens'  pride. 


COLUxMBIA  COUNTY.— C.  G.  Barkley. 

In  connection  with  the  statistical  report  herewith  submitted  I  have  only 
a  few  remarks  to  make. 

In  the  main  we  believe  the  fitness  and  style  of  school  buildings  indicate 
the  advancement  of  learning  in  a  school  district.  Not  that  these  constitute 
all  that  is  necessary,  but  that,  with  them,  other  things  essential  to  the 
5  School  Rep. 
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making  of  rapid  progress,  are  brought  forward  in  a  degree  represented  by 
the  buildings.  As  persons  of  talent  and  skill  are,  in  all  pursuits  of  life, 
selected  to  take  charge  of  and  conduct  those  things  which  are  the  more 
grand,  so  where  directors  have  erected  first-class  houses,  they  procure  the 
service  of  more  competent  teachers,  and  devote  more  of  their  own  time, 
energy  and  intellect  to  obtain  the  best  success  in  schools.  Thereupon, 
teachers,  children  and  parents  all  become  immediately  interested,  and  pro- 
gress follows  of  necessity.  We  have  felt  this  in  three  of  our  districts  this 
year.  Bloomsburg  erected  a  house,  two  stories,  50  by  60  feet  in  the  clear, 
with  wings  8  by  12  feet  and  a  front  projection  8  by  24  feet.  It  has  four 
school  rooms  25  by  30  feet,  four  recitation  rooms  10  by  20  feet  and  a  room 
for  directors'  meetings,  library,  &c.  It  is  an  elegant  building,  finely  fur- 
nished, whole  cost  $15,000.  By  this  work  the  directors  have  caused  a 
movement  in  advance,  of  more  moment,  than  all  the  work  of  five  years  pre- 
vious. Greenwood,  a  rural  district,  built  a  house  which  reflects  quite  as 
much  credit  as  that  of  Bloomsburg.  It  is  one  story,  26  by  42  feet,  with  a 
recitation  room  10  by  13  feet — all  finely  finished  and  supplied  with  the 
best  furniture,  whole  cost  of  $1,500. 

In  each  district  there  were  some  to  complain,  but  one  term  of  school  un- 
der the  management  of  skillful  teachers  has  satisfied  them.  Locust  built  a 
house,  and  though  it  is  not  as  elegant  as  those  of  Bloomsburg  and  Green- 
wood, it  is  so  much  in  advance  of  the  old  houses  that  its  influence  was  im- 
mediately perceptible.  Beaver,  by  the  erection  of  a  good  house  makes  its 
record  clear  of  the  kind  called  unfit.  Conyngham  gained  a  good  room  by 
the  building  of  an  addition  to  one  of  its  houses.  Fishing  Creek  and  Orange 
each  have  a  new  house,  which  may  be  called  barely  suitable. 

The  County  Institute  was  attended  by  one  hundred  and  twenty- four  teach- 
ers. There  should  have  been  an  attendance  of  at  least  fifty  more,  yet  this 
was  the  largest  institute  ever  held  in  the  county. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  class  of  teachers  who  are  least  in- 
terested in  their  work:  The  whole  number  of  teachers  employed  during  the 
year,  is  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine.  Of  these,  twenty-nine,  (14^  per 
centum,)  have  professional  or  permanent  certificates  ;  thirty-seven,  (18^  per 
centum,)  had  no  experience  ;  one  hundred  and  thirty-three,  (67  per  centum,) 
are  an  intermediate  class.  Of  the  number  attending  the  County  Institute, 
2H  per  centum  were  of  the  first  class,  11  per  centum  of  the  second  class 
and  61^  per  centum  of  the  third  class. 

Again,  of  the  number  of  readers  of  the  School  Journal,  45  per  centum  are 
of  the'first  class,  15^  per  centum  of  the  second  class  and  39^  per  centum  of 
the  third  class.  The  third  class  embraces  all  who  have  had  an  experience 
of  one  or  more  years.     Among  them  there  are  many  good  teachers. 
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CRAWFORD  COUNTY H.  D.  Persons. 

OFFICIAL   WORK   DONE    BY    THE    SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations. — Ffty-two  public  and  two  private  examinations  were  held , 
in  which  an  increased  interest  was  manifested  by  directors  and  citizens,  a 
good  number  of  whom  were  generally  present  at  our  meetings. 

Teachers. — 607  females  and  22S  males  were  examined,  which  was  an  in- 
crease of  104  over  the  whole  number  of  applicants  last  year.  Of  this  num- 
ber 303  had  never  taught.  168  females  and  56  males,  or  27  per  centum  of 
the  whole  number,  were  rejected.  15  professional  certificates  were  granted 
and  1  certificate  was  annulled  for  incompetency. 

Visits. — 313  visits  were  made  during  the  year,  averaging  fifty  minutes 
each.  Had  it  not  been  for  an  injury  received  in  April,  the  effect  of  which 
prevented  my  visiting  during  the  month  of  May,  the  work  accomplished  in 
this  department  of  my  labor  would  have  been  quite  satisfactory.  But  as  it 
was,  a  greater  number  of  schools  were  reached  than  ever  before  during  one 
year. 

County  Institute. — The  annual  institute  met  at  the  Baptist  church,  in 
Linesville,  the  first  week  in  November.  Our  instructors  were  Prof.  B.  G. 
Northrop,  of  New  Haven,  Superintendent  H.  S.  Jones,  of  Erie,  and  Miss 
E.  A.  Stetson,  of  Philadelphia.  The  Assistant  State  Superintendent,  Henry 
Houck,  Esq.,  was  present  two  days  and  did  good  service.  Although  the 
town  was  small  and  the  institute  large,  the  good  people  of  Linesville  were 
equal  to  the  occasion,  and  the  institute  met  with  a  hearty  and  hospitable 
reception.  The  attendance  was  good  and  nearly  equal  to  that  of  any  insti- 
tute ever  held  in  the  county.  The  instructors  were  most  happy  in  their 
efforts  both  as  to  matter  and  manner,  and  never  was  a  body  of  teachers  and 
citizens  more  thoroughly  interested,  better  pleased  or  more  fully  satisfied. 
The  directors  and  citizens  of  Linesville  caught  the  "educational  fever," 
resolved  to  "garrison  their  works"  with  "new  forces,"  and  before  the  insti- 
tute adjourned,  a  considerable  sum  of  private  money  was  pledged  for  secur- 
ing a  first  class  teacher  as  principal  of  their  school,  some  subscribing  as 
high  as  $10  to  $15  per  scholar,  to  be  paid  in  addition  to  the  public  money. 
We  are  happy  to  say  that  the  teacher  was  found,  the  school  was  a  success, 
the  people  feel  that  they  got  the  worth  of  their  money,  and  intend  to 
"do  so  again."  The  institutes  are  steadily  growing  in  favor  with  our  teach- 
ers as  they  experience  the  benefits  thereof,  and  more  and  more  is  the  great 
value  and  useful  influence  of  these  organizations  becoming  apparent. 

Beside  making  out  our  annual  and  statistical  reports,  the  monthly  reports 
to'the  Department,  correcting,  transcribing  and  forwarding  the  district  re- 
ports and  certificates  for  the  entire  county,  distributing  State  reports,  blank 
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books  and  forms,  and  attending  to  several  special  calls  of  directors  and 
teachers  in  various  parts  of  the  county  on  matters  of  local  difficulty,  the 
following  is  a  summary  of  my  official  work  for  the  year :  Public  examina- 
tions, 52 ;  private,  2 ;  applicants  examined,  830 ;  rejected,  224 ;  attended 
3  county  and  7  district  institutes  and  5  other  educational  meetings ;  made 
313  visits  to  schools ;  wrote  322  official  letters;  spent  272  daj's  in  official 
labor  and  travelled  3,360  miles. 

WORK   BY   OTHER  AGENCIES. 

Private  Schools. — About  the  same  number  of  private  schools  were  in  ope- 
ration as  last  3rear  and  were  usually  well  patronized.  They  were  mostly 
open  in  the  fall  for  a  term  of  ten  or  twelve  weeks,  were  in  charge  of  our 
best  teachers  and  have  done  a  good  work. 

Normal  School. — The  beneficial  influence  of  the  Normal  school  at  Edin- 
boro',  is  every  year  becoming  more  and  more  apparent.  A  large  portion 
of  our  teachers  have  been  in  attendance  at  that  school  one  or  more  terms, 
and  generally  their  success  in  teaching,  speaks  strongly  in  favor  of  the  in- 
struction there  received.  Of  course  all  do  not  exhibit  superior  skill  or 
meet  with  more  than  ordinary  success  ;  for  there  are  some,  whom  no  amount 
of  training  at  a  Normal  or  any  other  school  can  ever  render  successful 
teachers.  But  such  are  comparatively  few,  and  the  preponderating  evi- 
dence leads  us  to  most  heartily  wish  that  all  our  teachers  could  have  the 
benefit  of  at  least  one  }7ear  at  the  Normal  school. 

County  Press. — The  Journal,  Democrat,  Republican,  Courier  and  Herald, 
are  all  edited  by  men  who  feel  a  warm  interest  in  education,  and  know  the 
value  of  it.  Much  assistance  has  been  rendered  by  all  these  papers,  their 
columns  being  open  at  all  times  to  anything  promotive  of  our  school  in- 
terests, and  we  gratefully  tender  our  sincere  thanks  to  these  editorial  gen- 
tlemen for  their  kindness  and  important  aid  in  the  good  work. 

District  Institutes. — We  are  glad  to  record  a  large  and  gratifying  increase 
in  these  meetings  ;  forty-three  having  been  held  in  the  county  during  the 
year.  The  districts  sustaining  institutes  are  Greenwood,  Oil  Creek  borough, 
Riceville,  Spring  and  Titusville.  In  Oil  Creek  borough  and  Riceville,  the 
institutes  were  voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  and  were  organized 
at  the  former  place,  chiefly  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  C.  F.  Chamberlain, 
principal  of  the  borough  schools,  and  in  the  latter  place,  the  chief  credit  is 
due  to  Prof.  A.  Wheeler,  principal  of  the  Riceville  schools.  The  teachers  in 
attendance  bear  testimony  to  the  practical  benefit  of  the  organizations  ;  di- 
rectors who  attend  speak  warmly  in  their  favor,  and  we  hope  for  further 
progress  in  this  work  during  the  coming  year. 

District  Superintendence]. — Greenwood  township  has  the  honor  of  being 
first  in  the  county  to  establish  this  important  agency  in  promoting  the  effi- 
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ciency  of  schools,  and  during-  the  year  has  tried  this  experiment  with  satis- 
factory results.  The  gentleman  selected  for  this  office  is  Mr.  R.  W.  M 'En- 
tire, a  graduate  of  Allegheny  college,  and  a  teacher  of  large  experience. 
His  chief  duties  have  been  to  visit  all  the  schools  of  the  district  once  a 
month,  direct  such  changes  and  give  such  instructions  to  teachers  as  seemed 
to  be  needed,  conduct  the  district  institutes,  and  report  to  the  board  at  each 
meeting.  He  has  performed  his  work  in  a  thorough  and  efficient  manner, 
and  the  directors  were  so  well  pleased  and  satisfied  with  his  labors,  that 
they  have  engaged  him  for  another  year.  Among  the  most  serious  impedi- 
ments to  the  progress  of  our  schools  are  want  of  proper  classification  and 
lack  of  frequent  supervision,  and  these  evils  can  most  easily  and  effectu- 
ally be  removed  through  a  competent  district  superintendent. 

The  Clergy. — We  are  truly  sorry  to  state  that  the  number  of  visits  by 
the  clergymen  is  less  than  last  year,  and  that  very  little,  if  any  direct  aid 
and  comfort  is  received  from  this  source,  which  ought  to  afford  a  great  deal. 

OBSTACLES   IN    THE   WAY   OF    IMPROVEMENT. 

In  former  reports  we  have  mentioned  most  of  the  principal  hindrances  to 
the  prosperity  of  our  schools,  but  will  again  refer  to  a  few  of  the  more 
prominent  ones. 

(a.)  Lack  of  competent  and  skillful  teachers. 

(b.)  Too  frequent  change  of  teachers. 

(c.)  Lack  of  proper  local  supervision. 

(d.)  Selection  of  an^i'-progressive  and  incompetent  directors. 

( e.)  Irregularity  in  attendance  of  pupils. 

Remarks. — Obstacle  (a.)  is  the  result  of,  first,  tl  The  low  salaries  paid 
to  teachers."  Excluding  Conneautville  and  Titusville,  the  average  wages 
of  teachers  in  this  county,  gives  females  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  each 
for  the  whole  time  schools  are  kept  open  during  the  year,  and  males  less 
than  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars.  Now,  six  months'  labor  by  first  class 
talent,  either  male  or  female,  cannot  be  had  for  one  hundred  dollars  nor 
one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  and  on  the  whole,  I  think  we  get  all  we  pay 
for  and  frequently  much  more.  Second.  "  Indiscrimination  in  the  wages 
of  teachers."  In  several  districts  one  uniform  price  is  paid  to  all  teachers 
of  the  same  sex,  while  the  list  of  those  employed  shows  that  some  have 
never  taught  and  others  have  been  teaching  for  3^ears ;  some  have  taught 
with  good  success  and  others  with  indifferent  or  poor  success ;  some  are 
holding  good  certificates  and  others  have  poor  ones,  yet  all  receive  the  same 
pay  for  services.  This  is  a  great  injustice,  and  is  really  offering  a  premium 
for  poorly  qualified  and  inexperienced  teachers. 

(b.)  Refers  to  one  of  the  most  impolitic  and  foolish  practices  indulged  in 
by  directors.     Many  teachers  are  employed^in  the  same  township  for  sevei  al 
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succeeding  terras,  but  seldom  is  a  teacher  retained  in  the  same  school  two 
terms  in  succession,  and  still  more  rarely  for  more  than  two  terms.  Thus 
teachers  are  kept  organizing  new  schools,  wasting  a  month  or  more  of  each 
term  in  accustoming  new  pupils  to  new  ways  and  regulations,  to  get  the 
schools  in  good  working  order,  while  all  their  predecessors  and  successors 
are  obliged  to  labor  under  the  same  disadvantages.  This  is  a  bad  course, 
and  is  very  poor  economy. 

(c.)  Our  schools  are  poorly  classified.  Young  teachers  know  but  little 
about  proper  classification,  and  the  older  teachers  often  meet  with  such  op- 
position that  they  seldom,  if  ever,  succeed  in  classifying  as  their  judgment 
dictates.  Directors  pay  no  attention  to  this  matter,  although  by  law  all 
authority  rests  with  them.  Again,  while  we  have  many  faithful  teachers 
who  will  "  do  their  best"  every  day,  whether  visited  or  not,  the  majority 
would  be  stimulated  to  greater  and  better  efforts  by  more  frequent  inspec- 
tion of  their  labors.  Directors  visit  schools  but  little,  in  many  districts 
not  at  all,  and  if  they  do  visit,  are  rarely  capable  of  doing  such  work  as  is 
needed  in  most  schools. 

In  large  counties  the  Superintendent  cannot  visit  all  the  schools  even 
once  a  3'ear,  and  must  make  short  visits  to  reach  as  many  as  possible  that 
he  may  approximately  ascertain  the  status  of  the  teaching  forces  in  his 
county.  He  will,  of  course,  see  many  faults,  methods  and  unwise  practices 
among  teachers  which  need  correcting,  and  perhaps  at  every  school  he  will 
see  that  important  work  is  needed  which  he  could  do  if  he  had  time  and 
could  repeat  his  visit  once  or  twice  during  the  term.  But  now,  however 
good  the  advice  given,  and  however  valuable  the  suggestions  offered,  there 
is  great  danger  that  only  a  tithe  of  the  proposed  improvement  will  be  se- 
cured, and  that  his  instruction  will  be  almost  "  like  water  spilled  upon  the 
sand,"  especially  if  any  radical  changes  are  advised.  For,  while  the  skillful 
and  truly  ambitious  teacher  will  profit  by  good  advice  whenever  given,  and 
will  find  wa}'S  to  put  it  into  practice  at  once,  knowing  that  the  Superinten- 
dent will  not  be  likely  to  visit  them  again  during  that  term,  and,  therefore, 
will  not  know  that  his  advice  was  not  carried  out,  the  great  majority  will 
be  apt  to  shrink  from  the  contest  incident  to  progressive  change,  and  will 
not  put  forth  the  effort  necessary  to  secure  the  desired  improvement.  Be- 
sides, if  changes  are  needed,  either  in  classification,  plan  or  method,  it  is 
highly  important  that  they  should  be  made  early  in  the  term,  and  they  could 
be  directed  in  only  a  few  schools  by  one  County  Superintendent.  Now  all 
these  difficulties,  and  others  not  alluded  to,  may  be  removed  by  the  election 
of  competent  district  superintendents.  If  townships  will  unite  and  place 
about  twenty  schools  under  the  direction  of  one  person,  for  $5  to  $10  per 
term  for  each  school,  competent  local  supervision  can  be  secured,  and  the 
efficiency  of  the  schools  thereby  greatly  increased  and,  in  many  instances, 
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more  than  doubled.  Our  cities  pay  from  $1,500  to  $2,500  per  year  for  such 
services.  Frequent  and  regular  supervision  joays  in  other  departments  of 
business,  and  why  should  it  not  in  this  ? 

(d.)  This  obstacle  is  so  apparent  that  no  amplification  is  needed. 

(e.)  For  this  evil  parents  are  chiefly  to  blame,  though  teachers  can  do 
much  to  prevent  it.  The  average  attendance  in  this  county  last  year  was 
only  74  per  centum.  Over  $100,000  were  paid  for  school  purposes,  exclu- 
sive of  the  amount  for  building.  Hence  we  have  more  than  $25,000  actu- 
ally wasted  in  Crawford  county  in  a  single  year  from  this  source  alone. 
This  absence  and  irregularity  amounts  to  the  attendance  of  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  all  the  pupils  enrolled  in  our  schools,  or  nearly  4,000.  For  the 
entire  State  the  aspect  is  still  worse,  and  when  we  reflect  that  there  are 
boys  and  girls  in  this  county  18  or  20  years  old,  who  have  grown  up  within 
a  short  distance  of  a  good  school,  and  are  now  unable  to  read  creditably 
or  write  legibly,  and  that  so  large  a  number  are  growing  up  in  comparative 
ignorance,  when  ample  means  are  provided  for  their  education,  we  see  that 
this  is  truly  an  alarming  evil,  the  suppression  of  which  calls  for  the  united 
efforts  of  all. 
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The  tabular  statement  accompanying  this  report  shows  progress  in  Cum- 
berland county,  for  the  school  }rear  ending  June  5,  1871. 

T^wo  of  the  schools  formed,  were  graded  schools.  As  yet,  South  Middle- 
ton  is  the  only  example  in  the  county  of  the  practicability  of  graded  schools 
in  the  rural  districts. 

While  directors  form  schools,  and  build  school  houses  when  required,  they 
neglect  to  procure  school  grounds.  This  neglect  to  secure  improved  school 
lots  to  houses  already  built,  certainly  indicates  extreme  penuriousness  or 
want  of  taste  on  the  part  of  directors. 

My  work  during  the  year  was  that  of  examination  and  visitation.  Teach- 
ers holding  professional  certificates  were,  in  all  cases,  examined,  unless  a  re- 
newal of  their  certificates  was  requested  by  the  entire  board  of  directors, 
for  whom  they  taught.  No  good  teachers  left  the  2^rofession  during  the 
year,  on  account  of  the  examination.  Provisional  certificates  were  not  en- 
dorsed, inasmuch  as  the  law  pointedly  forbids  a  renewal  of  them. 

The  standard  of  qualification  in  the  county,  is  such,  that  the  lowest  grade 
of  certificate  issued,  will  gain  for  the  bearer  admission  into  the  F  division 
at  the  Millersville  Normal  school,  while  our  professional  certificate  entitles 
the  holder  to  good  standing  in  the  D  division. 
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About  28  per  centum  of  the  teachers  employed  during  the  year  were 
marked  No.  1  in  practice  of  teaching  ;  50  per  centum  were  marked  No.  2, 
and  22  per  centum  were  marked  No.  3. 

But  few  exceptions  occur  under  the  rule  that  "  the  best  scholars  are  the 
the  best  teachers."  The  No.  3  teachers,  although  they  received  the  lowest 
salar}',  were  the  dearest  we  had,  and  the  No.  1  teachers  were  the  cheapest. 

I  failed  to  reach  four  of  the  schools  during  my  tours  of  visitation,  but 
reached  forty  the  second  time.  I  also  visited  ten  of  the  fifty-nine  subscrip- 
tion schools  which  were  in  operation  during  the  summer. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  institute  report  forwarded  last  November,  but 
thirty-two  teachers  were  absent  from  the  county  convention.  Twelve  of 
these  were  No.  1  and  No.  2  teachers,  who  were  absent  for  cause.  The  re- 
maining twenty  were  No.  3  and  No.  4  teachers,  (we  have  a  few  such)  who 
could  have  been  better  spared  from  their  schools  than  from  the  convention. 

As  stated  in  my  last  year's  report,  there  is  no  one  thing  which  so  retards 
the  progress  of  our  schools  as  short  sessions.  During  a  session  of  less  than 
seven  or  eight  months,  a  teacher  cannot  succeed  in  doing  the  amount  of 
work  necessary  to  the  proper  yearly  advancement  of  a  school.  In  the  win- 
ter months  small  scholars  are  unable  to  attend  school,  classes  are  disar- 
ranged and  progress  partially  stopped.  Had  we  two  sessions  during  the 
year,  a  winter  session  of  five  months  and  a  summer  session  of  three,  with  a 
proper  attendance  at  each,  double  the  work  could  be  done.  Short  sessions 
drive  off  good  teachers.  Many  of  the  best  teachers  who  teach  in  the  winter 
follow  some  other  business  during  the  summer.  The  exclusive  service  of 
these  teachers,  who  would  be  professional  teachers,  is  lost  to  the  schools  on 
account  of  lack  of  employment.  The  complaint  of  the  teacher  is  not  so 
much  for  more  pay  as  it  is  for  more  work — sufficient  employment  to  consti- 
tute a  business. 

A  too  frequent  change  of  teachers,  from  one  school  to  another,  retards 
the  success  of  schools.  It  is  not  advisable  for  patrons  to  secure  a  change 
of  teachers,  unless  a  good  one  is  secured  in  place  of  a  poor  one.  Acquainted 
with  the  character  of  a  school,  last  year's  teacher  can  do  more  good  than  a 
stranger. 

The  lack  of  qualification  among  our  teachers,  also  greatly  retards  the  pro- 
gress of  the  schools.  Many  present  themselves  for  examination  whose  scho- 
lastic attainments  are  insufficient  to  take  charge  of  any  school.  The  first 
year's  teaching  should  be  specially  directed  toward  acquiring  a  knowledge 
of  the  practice  of  teaching.  We  need  culture  in  teaching,  which  can  only 
be  acquired  through  experience,  after  one  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
what  is  to  be  taught.  Routine  teachers  work  hard,  and  send  out  crammed 
minds,  but  not  practical  and  cultivated  scholars. 

These  illy  qualified  teachers  use  text-books  too  much.     They  depend  al- 
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most  entirely  on  text-books  during  recitation.  Ability  to  conduct  recita- 
tions without  the  use  of  text-books  is  desirable,  and  attainable,  too,  by  a  little 
daily  preparation  on  the  part  of  teachers.  Scholars  have  more  confidence  in 
the  ability  of  their  preceptor,  seeing  that  he  is  able  to  conduct  tbe  different 
recitations  without  the  aid  of  text-books.  Only  the  teacher  who  does  con- 
duct the  recitations  without  text-books  is  truly  "  master  of  the  situation." 

To  advance,  greatly,  the  school  interests  in  this  county,  I  advise  a  close 
adherence  to  the  school  law.  The  law  establishing  schools  makes  provi- 
sion for  their  gradation,  and  the  requirements  of  legislation  will  not  be  fully 
met  until  graded  schools  are  established  wherever  practicable.  They  are 
needed  to  promote  education,  and  lessen  the  work  of  the  teacher.  In  a 
mixed  school,  •'  the  maximum  degree  of  progress  and  success  is  impossible 
and  a  close  approximation  is  extremely  difficult."  While  colleges  are 
wheeling  into  line,  and  becoming  a  part  of  the  machinery  necessary  to 
popular  education,  and  a  university  is  to  be  the  culmination  of  our  system, 
we  need  the  high  school  to  prepare  for  the  college. 

I  advocate  the  placing  of  the  best  teachers  in  primary  schools. 

The  directors  of  West  Pennsboro'  are  deserving  of  special  commendation 
for  placing  experienced  ability  in  a  primary  school.  Generally,  the  poorest 
teachers  are  appointed  to  primary  schools,  and  beginners  who  need  direc- 
tion and  instruction  in  everything,  are  controlled  and  taught  by  inexpe- 
rienced persons.  If  the  work  of  instructing  the  beginner  were  made  the 
office  of  ability  and  experience,  all  our  schools  would  share  a  greater  de- 
gree of  success. 

Select  good  teachers  for  the  primary  schools,  and  the  high  schools  will 
select  their  own. 

I  advocate,  too,  a  just  and  equitable  gradation  of  salary.  The  experience 
of  school  districts  which  pay  all  teachers  the  same  salary  is  a  sad  one. — 
Where  salaries  are  equal  throughout  an  entire  school  district,  a  premium  is 
being  paid  the  poor  teachers,  and  to  insist  on  averaging  the  salaries,  en 
the  plea  that  each  sub-district  school  should  receive  the  same  amount  of 
money,  is  to  insist  on  the  certain  overthrow  of  the  common  schools. 

In  conclusion,  I  observe  that  the  establishment  of  the  Cumberland  Val- 
ley Normal  school  will  give  character  to  education  in  the  county,  will  raise 
the  standard  of  teaching,  and  will  furnish  for  the  schools  of  the  county  one 
hundred  qualified  teachers  each  year. 
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Educational  Progress. — During  the  past  year  the  schools  have  been  pro- 
gressive. There  is  a  growing  disposition  among  the  people,  arising  from 
increasing  knowledge  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  to  administer  to 
the  physical  comfort  of  pupils,  while  here  and  there  you  will  hear  the  idea 
of  taste  and  neatness  in  connection  with  the  school  room  and  its  surround- 
ings, advocated  with  a  spirit  that  shows  that  many  are  awake  to  the  utility 
of  the  matter  in  the  education  of  youth.  Our  local  dark  spots  are  dimin- 
ishing, both  in  size  and  number,  whilst  our  fields  of  light  are  enlarging  and 
must  enlarge  until  the}'  embrace  the  entire  area  of  our  county.  Five  new 
houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  as  follows,  viz :  One  in  the  borough 
of  Gratz,  one  in  Halifax,  one  in  South  Hanover,  one  in  Conewago,  one  in 
Williamstown.  The  building  erected  in  Gratz  was  very  much  needed  ;  too 
much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  public  spirited  directors  and  citizens 
of  th  s  little  borough  for  so  important  a  step  in  the  advancement  they  aire 
making,  and  we  hope  their  laudable  example  may  be  imitated  in  other  sec- 
tions of  our  county.  The  one  in  Halifax  is  a  substantial  frame  building,  di- 
vided into  four  apartments,  two  on  the  first  and  two  on  the  second  floor.  I 
am  unable  to  report  its  cost,  but  it  is  a  superb  building  and  is  really  an  or- 
nament to  the  town.  The  schools  of  this  place  can  now  be  conveniently 
graded.  Halifax  is  moving  in  the  right  direction,  and  if  she  continues  to 
elect  such  liberal  minded  men  for  directors  as  she  has  at  present,  she  will 
not  be  surpassed  by  way  of  improvement.  The  one  erected  in  Conewago 
is  a  good  substantial  stone  building,  twenty-six  by  thirty-five  feet,  and 
ceiling  twelve  feet  in  the  clear,  furnished  with  good  convenient  seats  and 
desks,  with  about  one  hundred  feet  of  black-board  surface.  The  directors, 
like  earnest  men,  are  rewarding  the  people  with  praise-worthy  efforts  to 
render  their  schools  worthy  of  their  purpose.  A  commodious  and  well  fin- 
ished house,  which  a  stranger  might  mistake  for  a  neat  village  church,  has 
been  erected  in  Manadaville,  South  Hanover  district.  The  building  is  ons 
of  which  the  citizens  have  just  cause  to  be  proud,  and  they  owe  the  directors 
a  vote  of  thanks.  The  "Williamstown  district  I  find,  upon  inquiry,  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and  we  were  not  astonished  to  learn  that  she  has 
erected  a  house  that  will  adorn  the  district  as  well  as  show  the  energy  and 
liberal  spirit  of  her  model  board  of  directors  and  intelligent  citizens. 

Grounds. — Comparatively  fe  v  of  the  sc  ool  houses  are  separated  from 
the  highway  by  any  fence,  or  have  yards  upon  which  any  special  care  has 
been  bestowed. 

Appa  atus. — Nearby  all  the  schools  in  the  county  are  supplied  with  maps, 
globes,  astronomical  and  elocutionary  charts.  But  little  apparatus  was 
furnished  during  the  year.     We  are  sorry  to  say  that  our  schools  are  about 
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as  well  supplied  in  this  particular  as  with  teachers  who  understand  their 
use.  A  few  of  our  teachers  must  wake  up  on  this  subject,  and  not  only 
show  their  appreciation  by  expression  but  by  using  them. 

School  Examinations These  contribute  much  to  the  interest    of  the 

school,  and  practical  instruction  of  the  pupil,  when  properly  conducted ; 
and  in  this  point  of  view  are  commendable.  While,  on  the  other  hand, 
when  improperly  conducted,  they  are  most  certainly  injurious.  A  distinc- 
tion, however,  should  always  be  made  between  the  abuse  of  a  thing  and  the 
thing  itself.  Monthly  examinations  have  been  held  in  several  schools  and 
with  good  effect.  Crowds  of  anxious  parents  and  educational  friends  were 
in  attendance,  and  the  exercises,  not  conducted  on  the  parrot  principle, 
were  thorough  and  searching. 

Graded  Schools Of  graded  schools  there  were   forty-eight.     Four  of 

these  were  graded  during  the  year.  The  successful  establishment  of  graded 
schools  is  improving  the  whole  system  of  common  schools  in  our  county, 
by  creating  a  better  public  opinion,  and  distributing  blessings  alike  to  all 
classes  of  society.  Their  influence  is  fast  doing  away  with  select  schools, 
and  the  people  are  rapidly  tending  to  the  belief  that  our  public  schools  may 
be,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  the  best  in  our  land. 

County  Institute. — A  very  successful  and  profitable  institute  was  held  in 
the  month  of  January,  in  the  court  house  at  Harrisburg.  It  continued  in 
session  five  days.  The  institute  was  greatly  indebted  to  Professor  B.  G. 
Northrop,  of  Connecticut ;  Professor  Cattell,  president  of  Lafayette  Col- 
lege ;  Professor  Mark  Bailey,  of  Yale  College  ;  Professor  Newell,  principal 
of  Normal  school,  Baltimore ;  Professor  Vickroy,  president  of  Annville 
College ;  C.  C.  Burleigh,  of  Massachusetts,  and  others.  The  attendance 
from  the  county  was  not  as  large  as  usual,  but  the  exercises  were  of  a  most 
interesting  character. 

Examinations. — Whole  number  of  examinations  held,  forty-five ;  public, 
twenty-five ;  private,  fifteen ;  number  examined,  three  hundred  and  sixteen ; 
males,  two  hundred  and  seventy-three  ;  females,  forty-three ;  rejected,  forty- 
six  ;  all  my  examinations  were  held  as  detailed  in  a  former  report. 

Teachers. — The  average  qualifications  were  better  than  during  the  previ- 
ous 3'ear.  Many  of  them  a  e  well  qualified  and  indefatigable  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  their  profession  ;  their  labor  is  seemingly  properly 
appreciated  in  the  community,  and  yet  they  do  not  receive  sufficient 
compensation  for  their  services.  Notwithstanding  we  have  many  wide 
awake  teachers  we  have  at  the  same  time  a  few  not  so  wide  awake,  Which 
reflect  very  little  credit  upon  themselves  and  much  less  upon  their  schools. 
They  cumber  the  whole  machinery  aud  ought  to  be  supplanted.  In  a  num- 
ber of  districts  the  salaries  of  teachers  have  been  increasing  from  year  to 
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year,  -whilst  in  others  there  is  no  advancement,  and  necessarily  the  latter 
are  in  the  rear  in  the  educational  movements  of  the  da}*. 

Visitations. — I  commenced  my  official  duties  with  the  determination  of 
visiting  every  school  in  the  county,  and  hold  educational  meetings,  but 
my  efforts  were  soon  thwarted  by  a  long  protracted  illness,  and  death  in 
my  family.  Notwithstanding  our  good  resolutions  at  the  commencement, 
we  are  again  admonished  that  the  things  of  earth  are  not  all  for  which 
we  were  created,  and  that  a  higher  hand  than  that  of  man  wields  the  scep- 
tre. As  his  ways  are  not  our  ways,  it  becomes  us  to  bow  submissively.  I 
commenced  my  visitations  as  soon  as  possible.  I  was  generally  accompanied 
by  directors,  and  endeavored  to  make  my  visits  satisfactory  to  all. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY— James  W.  Baker. 

The  progress  that  has  been  made  in  our  school  affairs  this  year  is  '.try 
encouraging.  Our  schools  have  been  much  improved,  and  are  beginning  to 
receive  that  attention  and  consideration  which  their  importance  requires. 

Houses. — Eleven  school  houses  have  been  built,  at  a  cost  of  about  $25,- 
000  ;  one  by  each  of  the  following  named  townships,  viz :  Aston,  Bethel, 
Concord,  Darby,  Edgmont,  Newtown,  Nether  Providence,  Radnor,  Ridley, 
Upper  Providence  and  Upper  Chichester. 

All  these  buildings  are  good  and  substantial,  presenting  a  neat  and  beau- 
tiful appearance ;  the  school  rooms  of  which  are  particularly  attractive, 
convenient  and  comfortable,  being  well  lighted  and  nicely  finished.  The 
directors  of  these  several  districts  have  accomplished  a  good  work;  in  the 
execu'ion  of  which  they  have  been  economical  without  meanness,  liberal 
without  extravagance.  The  houses  erected  by  Nether  Providence  and  Rid- 
ley are  two  stories  high,  having  a  school  room  in  each  story.  Darby,  besides 
building  one  house,  has  remodeled  another.  This  township  has  entered 
nobly  into  the  work  of  improvement. 

Our  public  schools  do  not  receive  many  gratuitous  favors ;  hence  when 
the}'  d  receive  such  favors,  proper  notice  should  be  taken  of  them.  I  must, 
therefore,  record  in  this  place  an  instate 3  of  rare  generosity.  John  B. 
Rhodes,  of  Aston,  a  zealous  school  man,  str  ngly  urged  the  directors  of  his 
township  to  build  their  new  house.  Besides  assuming  the  additional  cost 
of  building  it  two  feet  longer  and  wider,  (it  being  enlar  _ed  at  his  request,) 
and  besides  incurring. the  expense  of  wainscoting  and  graining  the  school 
room,  he  gave  the  directors  one  hundred  dollars  toward  the  erection  of  it. 
Believing  that  the  school   should  have  j_ood  and  ample  play  ground,  he 
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purchased  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  adjoining  the  premises,  and  gave  it  to  them 
also. 

Such  liberality  is  the  more  remarkable  as  it  was  exercised  in  the  interest 
of  a  public  school,  for  private  munificence  scarcely  ever  takes  this  direction. 

The  noble  example  of  Mr.  Rhodes  is  worthy  of  imitation.  Cannot  our 
men  of  wealth  give  of  their  surplus  funds  to  promote  the  greatest  of  all 
earthly  interests?  Here  is  a  large  field  that  needs  but  a  liberal  and  judi- 
cious outlay  of  money  in  its  cultivation  to  make  it  ripen  with  abundant 
harvest. 

Ventilation. — Ventilation  is  so  important,  and  so  obviously  necessary, 
that  it  is  strange  more  attention  is  not  given  to  it  in  the  building  of  school 
houses.  Schools  cannot  do  well  without  an  abundance  of  pure  air.  It  is 
a  shame  to  deprive  them  of  it  when  they  can  be  so  easily  and  cheaply  sup- 
plied. Most  of  our  school  houses,  however,  may  be  ventilated  by  lowering 
or  raising  the  window  sash,  but  this  method  is  open  to  grave  objections. 
The  new  houses  of  Aston  and  Concord  have  each  a  large  ventilator  in  the 
floor,  near  the  stove,  by  which  pure  air  can  be  admitted,  and  the  walls  have 
flues  by  which  impure  may  escape.  This  method  is  certainly  preferable  to 
the  other. 

Cleanliness — Many  of  our  school  rooms  present  a  smoky,  gloomy  and 
begrimed  appearance  before  the  end  of  the  term.  They  mostly  receive  a 
general  cleansing  once  a  year,  which  is  often  so  hastily  and  imperfectly  done, 
that  they  very  soon  assume  their  old  look  again.  The  moral  influence  of 
a  neat,  orderly  and  pleasant  school  room  is  great.  The  school  is  more 
easily  governed.  The  careless,  the  idle  and  the  untidy  are  insensibly  taught 
habits  of  order,  industry,  cleanliness  and  obedience  by  its  silent  but  mighty 
power.  Every  school  room  should  receive  a  thorough  cleansing  twice  a 
year  at  least,  and  as  much  oftener  as  its  condition  shall  require.  This  is  a 
duty  that  ought  not  to  be  neglected,  for  the  school  room  can  be  as  powerful 
for  evil  under  unfavorable  circumstances  as  for  good  under  favorable  ones. 

Furniture. — Thirteen  districts  have  furnished  one  or  more  of  their  school 
rooms  with  the  most  approved  kind  of  furniture :  Aston,  one  ;  Bethel,  one ; 
Birmingham,  two  ;  Concord,  one  ;  Darby,  four ;  Edgmont,  one ;  Newtown, 
one ;  Nether  Providence,  one ;  Radnor,  one ;  Ridley,  two ;  Springfield, 
one;  Upper  Providence,  one,  and  Upper  Chichester,  one.  Birmingham, 
however,  has  only  partly  furnished  her  rooms  with  such  furniture.  She 
still  retained  in  each  room  a  portion  of  the  old  unsightly  desks  and  benches 
which  had  already  remained  in  them  too  long.     Her  progress  is  slow. 

Forty-four  of  our  school  rooms  have  now  very  good  and  suitable  furni- 
ture ;  thirty  four  have  that  which  is  middling,  and  fourteen  have  that  which 
is  poor  and  injurious.  There  is  but  one  school  room  in  the  county  whose 
entire  outfit  consists  of  that  rude  and  uncomfortable  kind  which  was  used 
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in  the  days  when  anything  was  considered  good  enough  for  a  puWic  school 
A  few  of  our  school  rooms  have  chairs  for  the  accommodation  of  visitors. 
Every  school  room  should  have  a  half  dozen  chairs,  at  least.  It  might  bo 
possible  our  schools  would  be  more  frequently  visited,  if  visitors  could  be 
made  comfortable  and  assured  that  they  would  not  be  in  the  way. 

Apparatus. — A  few  of  our  schools  have  been  supplied  with  additional 
apparatus.  Those  of  Aston  have  been  supplied  with  geographical  charts 
and  primary  cards.     Those  of  Lower  Chichester  and  Darby  with  clocks. 

Froposed  improvements,  so  far  as  knoivn. — Upper  Darby  and  South 
Chester  will  each  erect  a  two-story  house,  having  four  school  rooms.  Ches- 
ter township  will  build  a  two-story  house  of  two  rooms.  Radnor  will  re- 
model one  of  her  houses.  The  school  rooms  of  these  buildings  will  be  fin- 
ished and  furnished  in  the  best  manner.  Newtown,  Marple,  Chester  and 
Darby  borough  will  each  refurnish  a  room.  Media  and  Upland  will  each 
fit  up  a  room  for  an  additional  school.  Edgmont  proposes  to  establish  a 
library  for  each  of  her  schools,  and  she  is  considering  the  propriety  of 
establishing  a  teachers'  library.     May  she  do  both. 

Schools. — We  have  twenty-eight  graded  and  sixty-three  ungraded  schools. 
Of  the  former,  those  of  Media,  Upland  and  Darby  boroughs  have  been  the 
most  thoroughly  graded  ;  the  others  have  been  as  well  graded,  perhaps,  as 
circumstances  would  allow,  but  several  of  them,  I  fear,  have  more  the  name 
of  such  schools  than  their  characteristics. 

The  remarks  made  in  my  last  report  upon  the  schools  of  Media  are,  for 
tlie  most  part,  still  applicable,  no  change  having  been  made  in  them  that 
has  improved  their  condition.  An  effort  will  be  made  the  ensuing  year  to 
conduct  them  more  systematically  and  profitably,  by  the  establishment  of 
another  school.  Upland  will  also  establish  another  school.  The  ungraded 
schools  have  been  as  well  classified  as  could  be  expected.  There  is  still  a. 
diversity  of  text-books  in  some  of  our  schools,  which,  with  irregular  at- 
tendance, seriously  hinders  proper  classification. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Brooke,  district  superintendent  of  Radnor,  has  been  as 
indefatigable  as  ever  in  the  supervision  of  his  schools.  No  schools  in  the 
county  have  received  more  attention,  and  none  have  made  greater  progress. 
Ridley  has  made  praise-worthy  efforts  in  behalf  of  her  schools,  but  she 
must  make  more  before  what  she  has  done  will  avail  them  much.  Her  two 
schools  at  Leiperville  are  too  large,  they  have  not  been  properly  graded 
and  cannot  be  until  a  third  school  shall  be  opened.  Her  school  affairs,  how- 
ever, are  in  good  hands,  and  will  no  doubt  receive  proper  attention.  Aston 
has  added  another  school  to  her  number.  This  district  is  manifesting  more 
interest  in  her  schools.  Delaware  county  has  many  excellent  schools,  sev- 
eral of  them  are  deserving  of  especial  notice,  but  I  forbear  particularizing 
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them  on  account  of  their  number,  and  the  difficulty  of  discriminating  justly 
as  to  their  merits. 

Teachers. We  have  many  good,  zealous  and  energetic  teachers  who  are 

a'live  to  the  responsibilities  of  their  profession  and  who  strive  to  discharge 
their  duties  as  becomes  intelligent  and  conscientious  instructors,  but  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  we  have  too  many  whose  literary  attainments  and 
whose  skill  in  the  art  of  teaching  are  quite  indifferent ;  that  we  have  too 
many  whose  efficiency  is  much  impaired  in  consequence  of  a  slavish  use  of 
the  text-book  in  hearing  recitations  ;  that  we  have  too  many  who  make  no 
special  preparation  for  each  day's  work ;  that  we  have  too  many  who  make 
little  or  no  use  of  such  aids  in  teaching  as  the  globe,  out-line  maps,  black- 
board, &c.  Our  good  teachers,  however,  out-numb'er  the  poor  ones,  and  I 
hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  Delaware  county  will  not  have 
an  indifferent,  a  careless  or  an  indolent  teacher  in  one  of  her  schools. 

Work  of  the  Superintendent. — The  work  of  the  Superintendent  of  schools 
must  necessarily  be,  for  the  most  part,  the  same  in  kind  each  year.  It  con- 
sists mainly  in  examining  teachers  and  in  visiting  schools ;  but  there  is 
much  other  work  that  must  be  done  also.  I  will  not  enter,  however,  into 
the  particulars.  Twent}r-eight  public  and  seventeen  special  examinations 
have  been  held.  One  hundred  and  seventy-one  applicants — one  hundred 
and  forty  females  and  thirty-one  males — have  been  examined,  of  whom  one 
hundred  and  six — ninety  females  and  sixteen  males — have  received  provi- 
sional, and  eight  have  received  professional  certificates.  I  have  visited  all 
the  schools  but  two,  twice,  some  three,  and  others  four  times.  The  length 
of  each  visit  averaging  two  and  three-fourth  hours.  I  have  pursued  the 
same  course  in  the  school  room  that  I  did  the  preceding  year.  A  few  direc- 
tors have  met  me  in  their  schools,  and  more  would  have  done  so  could  I 
have  notified  them  in  time  of  my  intended  visits. 

The  County  Institute  convened  in  the  hall  of  the  Institute  of  Science, 
Media,  the  7th  of  November,  and  continued  in  session  five  and  a-half  days. 
It  was  attended  by  all  the  teachers  of  the  common  schools  except  two,  and 
by  many  of  private  schools,  colleges  and  other  institutions.  It  was  also 
well  attended  by  the  directors,  and  the  people  generally.  Much  good  was 
done.  Most  of  the  teachers  made  an  earnest  effort  to  improve  themselves. 
Such  meetings  cannot  fail  to  awaken  in  teachers  a  spirit  of  laudable  emu- 
lation, and  to  increase  their  power  to  do  good. 

Many  of  the  school  directors  of  the  county  met  in  convention  at  Media, 
the  16th  of  February,  to  have  a  general  interchange  of  opinions  upon  vari- 
ous school  topics,  and  to  devise  means  by  which  the  condition  of  their 
schools  might  be  improved.  They  entered  earnestly  into  the  business  of 
the  convention,  and  after  considerable  deliberation  decided  that  certain 
measures  would  increase  the  efficiency  of  their  schools,  and  recommended 
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that  each  board  should  adopt  them.     One  of  the  mo9t  important  topics 
considered  was  that  of  "  high  schools." 

The  convention  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  into  the  feasibility  of 
establishing  one  or  more  high  schools  at  suitable  places  in  the  county,  and 
if  feasible  to  mature  a  plan  by  which  they  can  be  established.  The  com- 
mittee is  at  work. 

Means  of  improvement. — Our  county  greatly  needs  one  or  more  superior 
high  schools.  They  would  supply  a  great  want,  and  they  would  be  a  potent 
means  of  infusing  new  life  and  vigor  into  all  those  below.  There  i9  an  ur- 
gent necessity  for  such  schools.  The  proper  development  of  the  free  school 
system  requires  them.  Our  ordinary  schools  do  not  meet  the  wants  of  a 
large  number  of  our  children.  They  cannot  afford  the  kind  of  instruction 
that  they  need  or  that  their  parents  desire  them  to  have.  Yery  few  youths, 
of  the  age  of  fifteen  years  and  upwards,  can  be  found  in  our  common  schools. 
Those  have  either  "  finished"  their  education,  or  they  have  been  sent  to  pri- 
vate schools. 

It  is  but  fair  to  presume  that  at  least  two  hundred  children  of  Delaware 
county  are  educated  in  private  schools,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  at  a  cost 
every  year  of  not  less  than  $50,000.  This  is  certainly  a  great  waste  of 
power,  for,  by  means  of  this  large  sum  properly  utilized,  1,000  children 
could  be  as  well  educated  as  the  two  hundred.  As  a  matter  of  economy, 
reason  would  say,  establish  high  schools. 

But  the  chief  reasons  for  establishing  them  are  these: 

■  1.  They  would  afford  an  opportunit}' to  all  the  children  of  the  county  to 
obtain  instruction  in  some  of  the  higher  branches  of  learning. 

2.  They  would  re-invigorate  and  energize  all  the  lower  schools. 

3.  The}r  would  not  only  stimulate  the  friends  of  the  public  schools  to 
greater  exertions  in  their  behalf,  but  they  would  enlist  in  their  support 
many  of  those  who  now  stand  coldly  aloof  from  them. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  the  labors  of  the  committee  will  not  be  abortive. 

For  other  means  of  improvement  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  sugges- 
tions made  under  this  head  in  my  report  for  last  3-ear.  In  conclusion,  I 
would  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  who  have  assisted  me  in  any  way  in 
the  discharge  of  my  duties. 
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ELK  COUNTY.— Rufus  Lucore. 

EDUCATIONAL   PROGRESS. 

The  educational  progress  of  the  county  is  indicated  by  the  following : 

School  Houses.— One  house  in  Ridgway,  spoken  of  in  my  last  report  as 
being  in  course  of  erection  has  been  completed,  and  deserves  special  notice. 
The  main  building  is  30  by  GO  feet,  with  front  wing  for  entrance.  The 
whole  is  two  stories  in  height,  and  surmounted  by  a  tower,  in  which  has 
been  placed  a  bell  weighing  three  hundred  and  ten  pounds.  The  rooms  are 
well  supplied  with  elegant  and  improved  furniture,  and  the  grounds  have 
been  graded  and  enclosed.  The  building,  including  furniture,  cost  about 
$8,000.  It  is  in  every  respect  a  substantially  built  and  neatly  finished 
structure.  One  house  in  Highland  township  has  been  repaired,  making  a 
very  neat  and  convenient  school  room. 

The  directors  of  Fox  have  contracted  for  the  erection  of  a  new  school 
building,  to  cost  $1,500. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus.  —  Two  houses  have  been  supplied  with  im- 
proved furniture.     But  little  addition  has  been  made  to  the  school  apparatus. 

Graded  Schools. — The  schools  of  Ridgway,  under  the  management  of  Mr. 
L.  D.  Rockwell,  a  graduate  of  the  Edinboro'  State  Normal  school,  are  being 
thoroughly  graded.  To  accomplish  this  at  least  four  teachers  are  indispen- 
sable. A  thorough  grading  of  the  schools  of  Wilcox,  and  an  increase  of 
the  number  of  teachers  are  very  desirable.  A  graded  school  should  be  es- 
tablished at  Centreville  and  one  at  Benezette. 

Teachers. — A  large  portion  of  our  teachers  avail  themselves  of  all  the 
means  of  improvement.  The}1-  read  educational  journals,  consult  standard 
works  on  the  theory  of  teaching,  and  never  fail  to  be  present  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the.  County  Institute.  To  such  too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded 
for  their  active  and  earnest,  but  too  often  unappreciated  labors.  Others 
content  themselves  with  having  passed  an  examination,  received  a  certifi- 
cate and  obtained  a  situation.  They  make  no  further  efforts  for  self- im- 
provement. It  would  be  well  for  such  to  remember,  that  the  teacher's  pro- 
fession is  advancing,  and  to  keep  pace  with  it,  requires  constant  labor. 

Schools There  were  forty-eight  schools  in  operation,  showing  an  in- 
crease of  three  over  the  number  reported  last  year. 

EDUCATIONAL  WORK  DONE  BY  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations. — Thirteen  public  examinations  were  held,  at  which  thirty- 
eight  teachers  were  examined.  Four  professional  certificates  were  issued 
during  the  year.  Our  method  of  examination  is  a  combination  of  the  oral 
and  the  written. 

6  School  Rep. 
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Visitations. — Seventy  visits  were  made,  each  occupying  from  two  to  three 
hours.  In  making  these  visitations,  more  than  one  thousand  miles  have 
been  travelled. 

County  Institute. — The  County  Institute  met  in  the  court  house  at  Ridg- 
way,  February  13,  and  continued  in  session  five  days.  The  number  of  ac- 
tual teachers  in  attendance  was  larger  than  at  any  former  meeting,  and  all 
took  an  active  part  in  the  exercises.  The  principal  instructors  were  Prof. 
F.  Hooker,  of  the  Warren  High  school,  and  W.  M.  Lindsey,  County  Super- 
intendent of  Warren  county.  The  directors  of  nearly  every  district  in  the 
county  allowed  their  teachers  the  privilege  of  attending  this  institute  with- 
out making  any  deduction  from  their  salaries. 

EDUCATIONAL   WORK   DONE    BY    OTHER   AGENCIES. 

Academies. — St.  Benedict's  academy  at  St.  Mary's,  of  which  mention  was 
made  in  my  last  report,  is  still  in  successful  operation,  and  well  attended. 

The  Press. — To  the  editors  of  the  county  papers  we  are  indebted  for 
valuable  assistance.  Every  thing  that  we  requested  of  them,  in  furtherance 
of  the  cause  of  education,  was  willingly  done.  Notices,  proceedings  of 
County  Institute  and  educational  articles  were  published.  For  this  we 
tender  our  thanks. 

OBSTACLES   IN    THE   WAY   OF    IMPROVEMENT. 

1.  Frequent  change  of  teachers. 

2.  Want  of  thoroughly  graded  schools. 

3.  Irregularity  of  attendance. 

MEASURES   CALCULATED    TO   PROMOTE    IMPROVEMENT. 

For  suggestions  upon  this  topic,  we  respectfully  refer  to  those  presented 
under  this  head  in  our  last  report. 

Conclusion. — May  our  schools  continue  to  prosper  in  the  future,  even 
more  than  in  the  past,  surmounting  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  improve- 
ment. My  thanks  are  due  to  citizens,  directors  and  teachers,  for  their  en- 
couragement and  support. 


ERIE  COUNTY— C.  C.  Taylor. 

Educational  Progress. — The  past  year  has  been  one  of  almost  incessant 
labor  among  the  schools  of  the  county.  More  is  now  known  of  their  con- 
dition and  advancement  than  at  the  time  of  making  my  first  annual  report. 

I  am  glad  to  record  the  following  indications  of  improvement  and  pros- 
perity:  More  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  benefits  accruing  from  continu- 
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ing  a  worthy  teacher  a  number  of  terms  in  the  same  school ;  many  districts 
are  discontinuing  their  schools  through  the  warm  months  of  July  and 
August ;  some  are  consolidating  the  summer  and  winter  terms,  while  Mill 
Creek,  Concord  and  most  of  our  town  schools  have  abolished  "boarding 
round,"  and  man}'  other  districts  contemplate  doing  so  the  coming  winter. 

New  Districts. — Two  new  districts  were  formed  by  the  incorporation  of 
the  boroughs  of  Lockport  and  Mill  Tillage. 

Mill  Creek  independent  district  has  been  annexed  to  Erie  city,  and  Corry 
is  to  have  the  city  superintendency. 

Houses. — There  were  eleven  houses  built  in  the  county  the  past  j'ear — all 
pleasant  and  convenient  in  arrangement  and  of  the  proper  size,  with  the 
exception  of  three.  Much  care  and  taste  has  been  exercised  in  the  selec- 
tion of  sites,  and  the  grounds  of  most  of  them  are  sufficiently  large.  The 
best  one  erected  during  the  year  is  in  Mill  Creek  district.  It  is  a  brick 
building,  and  cost  about  $2,500.  The  number  of  houses  in  the  count}r  that 
can  now  really  be  called  unfit  for  use  is  reduced  to  nineteen. 

Furniture. — The  furniture  of  many  of  our  houses  is  susceptible  of  great 
improvement.  The  forms  are  old-fashioned,  backless  and  surround  the 
outer  walls  of  the  room  ;  not  at  all  conducive  to  comfort,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, really  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  pupils  compelled  to  occupy  them. 
Some  houses  have  been  pronounced  unfit  for  use,  more  from  such  interior 
defects  than  from  size  or  outer  appearance.  Teachers'  tables,  chairs  and 
other  articles  of  furniture  are  wanting  in  some  school  rooms.  These  wants 
are  mostly  confined  to  old  houses,  our  new  ones  being  suitably  supplied. 
I  found  only  three  school  rooms  in  the  county,  the  past  winter,  that  were 
supplied  with  thermometers,  and  few  of  our  teachers  pay  the  attention 
they  should  to  the  temperature  of  their  rooms,  neglecting  it  entirely,  except 
when  reminded  by  excessive  alternate  extremes. 

Apparatus. — As  in  my  former  report,  I  am  compelled  to  say  there  is  a 
great  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  directors  and  teachers  in  regard  to 
apparatus.  Our  town  schools  are  passably  well  supplied.  Globes,  charts, 
out-liue  maps,  &c,  have  been  placed  in  a  majority  of  our  rural  schools  ;  but 
teachers,  in  many  instances,  have  not  only  failed  to  make  a  proper  use  of 
them,  but  have  allowed  them  to  be  injured,  and  in  one  or  two  cases  de- 
stroyed, by  the  pupils  of  the  school.  Directors  have  not  failed  so  much  in 
not  placing  apparatus  in  schools  as  they  have  in  not  requiring  teachers  to 
use  and  protect  it  from  injury.  Rusty  maps,  broken  globes,  portions  of 
cube  blocks,  &c,  to  be  found  in  many  schools,  speak  too  plainly  of  the  ne- 
glect of  teachers  in  this  respect. 

Schools. — There  were  three  hundred  and  thirteen  schools  in  session  in 
the  count}'  the  past  year.  The  number  of  pupils  now  enrolled  in  the 
county  has  reached  16,210,  an  increase  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 


84  ERIE  COUNTY. 

over  last  report.  The  average  attendance  was  eighty-three  2?er  centuyn  of 
enrolment,  being  about  five  per  centum  higher  than  last  year.  Teachers' 
wages  have  also  advanced  about  eleven  per  centum.  All  the  schools  are  kept 
open  at  least  six  months  in  the  year,  and  many  from  seven  to  ten  months. 
Teachers. — This  is  the  most  important  subject  connected  with  our 
schools.  Many  of  them  are  admitted  to  be  backward,  and  how  can  we  ex- 
pect them  to  be  otherwise  while  under  the  care  of  poor  teachers  ?  Little 
progress  can  be  made  in  their  elevation  except  the  standard  of  our  teachers 
be  raised.  The  count}',  through  her  Normal  school,  and  higher  grades  of 
common  schools,  educates  many  efficient  teachers ;  but  such  are  driven 
from  many  localities  on  account  of  not  wishing  to  compete  with  the  incom- 
petent in  lowness  of  wages.  Wages  are  so  low  that  little  inducement  is 
held  out  to  our  young  men  to  qualify  themselves  for  teaching,  and  as  a  re- 
sult many  of  limited  means  grow  up  illiterate,  who  would  otherwise  be- 
come excellent  teachers  in  our  schools  and  ornaments  to  society.  Some 
districts  have  attempted  to  reduce  wages  still  lower  ;  others  adjoining  have 
raised  them,  and  as  a  result,  which  any  one  would  expect  to  follow,  the 
poorer  teachers  of  the  latter  are  exchanged  for  the  efficient  of  the  former. 
The  proper  adjustment  of  such  difficulties,  and  the  counteracting  of  such 
a  retrograde  movement  can  only  bs  brought  about  by  the  proper  apprecia- 
tion, by  all,  of  merit  and  competency  in  our  teachers. 

Labors  of  Superintendent. — Forty-eight  examinations  were  held,  inclu- 
ding special  ones  held  at  my  office  each  month  while  schools  are  in  session. 
Much  interest  was  manifested  by  patrons  and  other  friends  of  education  in 
attending  these  examinations,  the  room  often  being  filled  to  its  utmost  ca- 
pacity. 

Visitations. — I  am  able  to  report  all  the  districts  of  the  county  visited, 
and  only  eighteen  schools  missed  ;  these  were  not  in  session  when  their  re- 
spective localities  were  visited. 

Meetings. — A  number  of  educational  meetings  were  held  in  different  parts 
of  the  county.  They  were  well  attended  by  directors,  teachers  and  patrons. 
After  a  short  lecture  at  each  meeting,  subjects  of  a  local  inteiest  were  dis- 
cussed by  directors  and  others.  The  interest  created  at  these  meetings  was 
too  apparent  to  admit  of  a  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  holding  them. 

COUNTY    INSTITUTE. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  at  Corry,  in  December,  and  although  the 
schools  of  the  county  are  usually  in  session  at  that  time  of  }'ear,  yet  through 
the  co-operation  of  school  directors  I  was  enabled  to  secure  the  presence  of 
four-fifths  of  the  teachers  of  the  county.  It  is  useless  for  me  to  speak  of 
the  benefits  of  this  meeting ;  they  can  be  attested  by  hundreds  of  teachers, 
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who  returned  to  their  school  rooms  invigorated  and  enlivened  with  new- 
formed  resolutions. 

The  time  of  holding  the  coming  institute  has  been  referred  to  the  differ- 
ent school  boards  of  the  county.  This  plan  has  been  adopted  from  the 
fact  that  it  does  not  make  so  much  difference  when  the  institute  is  held  as 
whether  the  co-operation  of  directors  is  secured  in  obtaining  a  full  atten- 
dance of  teachers. 

OTHER   AGENCIES. 

The  State  Normal  school,  at  Edinboro',Js  yearly  increasing  in  patron- 
age, and  many  of  its  students  show  superior  skill  in  our  schools.  The 
number  of  its  graduates  is  also  increasing  ;  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
the  inducements  are  not  sufficient  to  retain  more  of  them  in  our  schools. 

The  Seminary,  at  North-East,  will  open  in  August,  and  will,  no  doubt, 
do  much  toward  improving  our  teachers  in  that  locality.  It  is  one  of  the 
finest  educational  structures  in  the  State. 

The  Press. — The  local  press  is  truly  entitled  to  the  warmest  thanks  of  the 
school  officers  of  the  county  for  its  efforts  in  behalf  of  our  free  schools 
and  the  cause  of  education  generally.  The  merit  and  neglect  of  teachers 
and  officers  have  alike  been  the  subject  of  commendation  and  criticism, 
while  the  columns  of  every  paper  of  the  county,  with  perhaps  one  excep- 
tion, have  contained  more  or  less  educational  matter. 

Directors. — We  have  many  noble  directors  in  the  county  :  men  who  have 
for  years  devoted  much  time  and  means  to  the  up-building  of  our  schools. 
Among  the  most  prominent  of  these  I  am  glad  to  record  the  names  of  Dr. 
M.  M.  Moore,  of  Harbor  Creek;  D.  C.  Kennedy,  Esq,  of  Wayne;  O.  W. 
Anderson,  of  Springfield,  and  Asa  Wellman,of  Washington.  Many  other 
old  and  tried  directors  have  just  retired  from  office.  The}'  will  be  missed 
among  our  schools,  and  it  is  only  to  be  hoped  that  those  filling  their  places 
will  prove  as  efficient. 

The  Clergy. — The  aid  received  from  this  source  is  too  small  to  admit  of 
comment.  I  shall  be  glad  to  record  a  change  in  this  respect  as  soon  as  it 
is  effected. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY— C.  W.  Wanee. 

Educational  Progress. — Progress  seems  to  be  an  inherent  element  of  the 
free  school  system,  and  this  system,  we  think,  is  establishing  itself  firmly 
in  the  affections  of  our  people.  We  are  gradually  advancing,  although  our 
schools  in  many  respects,  are  not  what  they  should  be,  nor  must  be,  yet  it 
is  encouraging  to  know  that  they  are  improving,  and  labor,  perseverance 
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and  patience  will  eventually  accomplish  the  noble  objects  intended  by  our 
system  of  popular  education  ;  the  evidences  are  :  Average  number  of  months 
taught ;  average  salaries  of  teachers  ;  number  of  children  attending  school, 
and  percentage  of  attendance.  In  nearly  every  district  the  demand  for 
better  buildings,  better  furniture  and  better  teachers,  is  becoming  louder 
and  more  earnest.  Some  districts  are  deserving  much  praise  for  the  noble 
efforts  which  they  have  made  in  behalf  of  their  schools  and  the  cause  of 
education.  There  is  true  pleasure  in  the  opportunity  afforded  for  reporting 
progress  in  school  apparatus.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there  has  been  im- 
provement in  the  qualification  of  teachers ;  but  I  am  ready  to  say  that  a 
large  number  of  our  teachers  are  incompetent  for  the  work  entrusted  to 
them.  With  the  incompetent  part  it  is  not  want  of  original  talent ;  it  is 
not  want  of  respectability  or  moral  worth ;  it  is  not  want  of  praise-worthy 
motives,  but  want  of  age,  maturity  of  judgment,  experience  in  Common 
affairs,  and  in  many  instances  want  of  scholarship. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  old  opinions  of  the  past,  a  poor  building 
is  good  enough  for  a  school  room,  and  grounds  which  cannot  be  used  for 
any  other  purpose  will  do  for  school  grounds,  are  fast  passing  away.  The 
brevity  of  the  school  term,  and  the  low  salaries  of  teachers,  are  the  prime 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  progress  ;  yet  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  several 
districts  are  taxed  nearly  to  the  limit  of  the  law,  and  then  can  have  only 
four  months  school,  with  teachers  paid  about  one-half  an  adequate  salar}'. 
Text-books  are  rapidly  approaching  a  uniformity,  not  only  in  districts, 
but  throughout  the  county  ;  and  they  should  be  made  whollv  uniform  and 
kept  so ;  half-way  work  in  this  matter  is  as  inefficient  as  no  work  at  all  ; 
but  we  are  not  in  favor  of  frequent  changes.  Furious  opprobriums  have 
been  heaped  upon  those  who  were  instrumental  in  effecting  a  change  so 
much  needed. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  are  read  in  nearly  all  our  schools  ; 
some  introduce  the  morning  exercises  with  prayer,  and  in  many  others 
moral  instruction  is  given  in  various  ways.  All  admit  that  the  most  im- 
portant element  of  mind  is  the  moral  and  religious  faculties.  Here  we  find 
the  perfection  of  man's  being,  the  crowning  work  of  the  Creator.  Moral  and 
religious  culture  underlies  and  gives  form  and  excellence  to  all  other  attain- 
ments. As  essential  as  is  such  culture  in  general  education,  it  is  of  even 
greater  importance  in  the  education  of  teachers.  He,  to  whom  is  committed 
the  training  of  a  human  soul,  should  know  how  to  train  its  highest  and  most 
excellent  powers,  as  well  as  those  which  are  lower  and  subordinate.  For 
this  culture,  the  great  text-book  is  the  Bible ;  its  teachings  come  to  the 
heart  with  a  Divine  power.  The  object  of  the  common  school  is  not  to  finish 
the  education,  but  to  lay  the  foundation  for  future  and  higher  attain- 
ments ;  to  teach  the  pupil  how  to  study,  and  to  inspire  him  with  a  love  of 
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learning.  If  this  be  done,  he  will,  for  the  rest,  educate^himself.  lie  will 
feel  that  his  education  is  only  begun,  when  his  school  days  are  ended. 
Knowledge  is  progressive.  That  pupil  has  not  yet  advanced  far,  who  has 
not  learned  enough  to  know  that  his  highest  acquisitions  are  yet  meagre 
indeed.  Socrates  represented  his  knowledge  as  nothing;  Bishop  Butler 
compared  his  to  a  point,  and  Newton  his  to  a  few  pebbles : 

"  Knowledge  is  proud  that  he  has  learned  so  much ; 
Wisdom  is  humble  that  he  knows  no  more." 

County  Institute Our  County  Institute,  held  at  Uniontown,  com- 
mencing December  26,  1870,  was  a  very  profitable  meeting.  The  lectures 
of  Profs.  J.  P.  Wickerskam  and  B.  G.  Northrop,  together  with  the  practical 
drills  and  best  methods  of  teaching,  were  of  such  a  character  as  to  keep  up 
the  most  intense  interest  until  the  last  hour's  exercise.  The  beneficial  effects 
of  the  institute  were  to  be  seen  upon  every  teacher  present.  Fayette  county 
is  proud  to  record  a  visit  from  the  State  Superintendent,  and  hopes  ere  long 
to  be  favored  with  another. 

OBSTACLES   IN   THE   WAT   OP   IMPROVEMENT. 

1st.  The  grand  obstacle  in  the  way  of  improvement,  is  the  low  practical 
estimate  placed  by  parents  upon  the  importance  of  education  when  com- 
pared with  the  other  elements  of  success  in  life. 

2d.  Want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  well  qualified  teachers. 

3d.  Shortness  of  the  school  term. 

4th.  Inadequate  salaries  to  those  who  are  competent. 

5th.  Irregularity  of  attendance.  How  to  correct  this  evil  should  engage 
our  earnest  attention. 

It  is  lamentable  to  know  that  taxes  are  raised,  teachers  are  employed, 
labor  expended,  and  that  not  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  children  in 
some  districts  attend  daily.  And  what  can  be  done  ?  The  child  cannot  be 
taken  from  his  home  by  force  and  sent  to  school ;  and  yet  for  want  of  some 
safe-guard,  that  child  may  be  deprived  of  much  which  is  his  right  by  nature, 
and  that  would  make  him  a  useful  member  of  societ}'.  But  the  fault  rests 
not  with  the  child.  It  is  the  parent  whom  we  have  to  influence  in  this 
matter.  He  must  be  made  to  know  and  feel  that  it  is  his  duty  to  give  his 
child  the  benefit  of  a  good  education.  It  is  he  who  must  be  made  to  care 
for  his  mental  and  moral  training  as  much  as  it  is  to  care  for  food  and 
clothing  for  him.  Let  us  have  good  teachers,  well  paid,  thoroughly  sup- 
ported by  all  the  other  school  agencies,  and  the  cause  of  education  will 
move  forward. 

Lastly. — Taking  into  consideration  the  opposing  elements  and  slow  devel- 
opment of  the  human  mind,  we  have  reason  to  take  courage,  and  to  hope 
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for  still  more  improvement  in  the  future.  I  wish  to  return  my  heartfelt 
thanks  to  the  State  Department  and  the  directors,  teachers,  parents  and 
pupils  of  the  county,  for  the  uniform  kindness  that  I  have  always  received 
at  their  hands. 


FOREST  COUNTY.— S.  F.  Rofirer. 

Our  schools  are  doing  well.  Steady  progress  has  been  noted  from  time 
to  time,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  year  just  closed  has  been  marked 
by  decided  improvement  in  most  districts,  on  the  part  of  teachers  in  their 
methods  of  conducting  the  exercises  of  the  school  room.  They  have  gained 
much  in  this  respect  by  attending  our  County  Institutes  and  studying 
works  on  educational  subjects.  They  have  taken  more  interest  in  teaching, 
and  nearby  all  succeeded  well.  This  certainly  is  encouraging  to  the  friends 
of  education,  and  the  time  has  come  when  teachers  are  beginning  to  see 
their  true  position  and  to  realize  their  responsibilities. 

The  people  generally  have  taken  much  interest  in  our  common  schools, 
and  we  hear  no  objections  to  the  school  law.  Our  county  being  new  and 
sparsely  settled  presents  many  disadvantages  in  school  matters  as  well  as 
in  other  respects,  yet  the  people  have  always  freely  and  willingly  contri- 
buted to  the  support  of  our  common  schools,  and  aided  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation. 

New  District — A  new  district,  called  Greene,  including  five  schools,  has 
been  formed  from  the  eastern  portion  of  Tionesta  township. 

New  Houses. — The  only  new  house  erected  this  year  was  in  Hickory 
district,  but  was  destroyed  by  fire  soon  after  its  completion.  It  was  occu- 
pied for  school  purposes  only  one  week  previous  to  it  destruction. 

Ajyparatus. — The  schools  in  some  of  the  districts  are  already  liberally 
supplied  with  apparatus,  and  the  directors  of  Kingsley  intend  to  procure 
globes  for  all  their  schools  the  ensuing  summer.  "We  have  repeatedly  urged 
upon  directors  the  necessity  of  procuring  suitable  apparatus  for  their 
schools,  and  pointed  out  the  benefits  that  may  be  derived  by  its  means,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  all  our  schools  will  soon  be  furnished  with  this  most  impor- 
tant auxiliary. 

Examinations. — The  public  examinations  were  regularly  held  throughout 
the  county  in  the  fall  and  spring.  It  is  not  customary,  but  sometimes  ne- 
cessaiy,  to  grant  private  examinations  to  teachers  from  adjoining  counties, 
in  order  to  supply  all  our  schools.  Seven  private  examinations  were  con- 
sequently granted  by  request,  to  accommodate  those  who  were  not  in  the 
county  at  the  time  of  the  public  examinations.     Twelve  male  and  thirty-five 
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female  teachers  were  examined,  and  three  were  rejected.  Thirteen  were 
examined  who  never  taught,  and  forty-three  provisional  and  one  profes- 
sional certificates  were  issued. 

Many  of  our  young  teachers  intend  to  make  teaching  a  profession,  and 
are  preparing  themselves  for  that  purpose,  and  it  is  thought  we  will  soon 
have  a  sufficient  number  of  competent  teachers  in  our  own  county  to  sup- 
ply all  our  schools. 

Visitations. — As  usual,  I  devoted  much  of  my  time  to  visiting  schools, 
and  I  believe  a  school  officer  cannot  employ  too  much  of  his  time  and  at- 
tention in  performing  this  part  of  his  duty.  It  is  encouraging  both  to 
teachers  and  pupils.  In  witnessing  the  various  methods  of  conducting  the 
exercises  of  the  school  room,  suggestions  can  often  be  offered  to  young 
and  inexperienced  teachers,  and  defects  pointed  out  which  cannot  be  reached 
in  any  other  way.  We  noticed  the  number  of  visits  by  parents  and  others 
as  recorded  in  teachers'  monthly  reports,  to  exceed  those  of  any  former 
year,  thus  showing  an  increased  amount  of  interest  taken  in  the  welfare  of 
our  schools. 

The  county  was  twice  thoroughly  traversed  for  the  purpose  of  visiting 
schools.  Seventy  visits  were  made,  and  the  time  occupied  at  each  varied 
from  two  to  three  hours. 

County  Institute. — The  fourth  County  Institute  met  at  Tionesta,  January 
24,  and  continued  in  session  four  days.  The  number  of  teachers  in  at- 
tendance did  not  exceed  that  of  last  year,  yet  more  interest  was  manifested 
by  the  teachers  and  others  who  attended  than  at  any  previous  institute. 
The  exercises  were  very  interesting  and  instructive.  Much  good  was  cer- 
tainly accomplished.  Our  principal  instructors  and  lecturers  were  Super- 
intendent C.  H.  Dale,  of  Yenango,  and  Rev.  S.  S.  Burton,  of  Tionesta. 

Irregular  attendance. — We  have  given  this  subject  some  attention,  and 
must  say  that  under  existing  circumstances  the  attendance  in  most  districts 
has  been  fully  as  good  as  could  be  reasonably  expected.  When  we  take  in 
view  the  distance  some  children  go,  their  age,  condition  of  the  roads,  in- 
clemency of  the  weather,  we  cannot  reasonably  expect  a  very  high  average 
percentage  of  attendance.  There  are  but  few  children  in  the  county  who 
do  not  attend  school  regularly,  and  they  are  generally  those  who  have  to 
go  two,  three  or  even  four  miles,  and  can  only  attend  when  the  days  are 
pleasant  and  the  roads  favorable. 

Directors. — The  office  of  a  director  is  of  vast  importance,  and  one  that 
requires  considerable  attention.  It  would  be  advisable  that  school  directors 
be  sworn  officers,  and  that  they  receive  compensation  for  their  services, 
and  be  held  responsible  for  the  performance  of  their  duties.  This  would 
add  greatly  to  the  working  of  our  school  system,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
would  remove  at  leats  some  of  the  obstructions  that  now  retard  its  progress. 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTY.— Samuel  Gelwix. 

Houses. — Last  summer  fifteen  new  houses  were  built  in  the  count}-. — 
Southampton  erected  two  buildings  of  which  she  may  well  be  proud.  The 
rooms  are  large  and  well  furnished  with  Born's  patent  desks.  The  entire 
plan  of  the  houses  reflects  great  credit  on  the  directors.  The  board  of 
Southampton  has  been  greatly  abused  by  certain  parties  whose  love  of 
money  exceeds  their  love  for  their  children.  Nothing  daunted,  the  direc- 
tors are  still  pushing  the  work  forward.  Letterkenny  has  also  done  nobby. 
Four  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year  just  closed — two  brick,  one 
frame  and  one  log.  The  latter  was  built  by  a  citizen,  but  in  all  probability  it 
will  be  purchased  by  the  directors.  The  other  three  are  all  that  could  be 
desired,  sufficiently  large,  well  furnished  and  well  ventilated.  A  few  years 
ago  it  was  an  easy  matter  for  pupils  to  freeze  their  feet,  during  school  hours, 
in  almost  any  house  in  the  township.  But  a  better  day  has  dawned  and 
such  occurrences  are  no  longer  common.  A  good,  substantial  brick  house 
was  built  in  Lurgan.  Although  not  moving  rapidly,  yet  this  township  is 
doing  well  what  she  does  do.  A  large  brick  building  was  erected  in  Greene. 
The  spirit  of  improvement  still  animates  the  breasts  of  the  directors  of 
this  district.  The  old  houses  have  nearly  all  been  torn  down  and  comfor- 
table new  ones  have  taken  their  places.  For  a  time  there  was  a  lull  in 
Washington  township,  but  last  summer  the  interest  was  revived.  Two  very 
good  brick  houses  now  ornament  localities  in  which  formerly  stood  two 
buildings  which  were  called  school  houses,  but  which  did  not  deserve  the 
name.  Antrim,  keeping  step  with  her  sister  townships,  erected  a  good, 
comfortable  house  in  place  of  one  of  the  worst  houses  in  the  district.  Two 
neat  buildings,  one  brick  and  the  other  frame,  were  erected  in  Montgomery. 
This  township  has  been  burdened  with  a  bounty  tax  which  has  seriously 
retarded  improvement.  A  large  frame  house  was  built  in  Peters.  In  the 
face  of  much  opposition,  Fannett  erected  a  large  brick  house  in  Spring  Run. 

Schools. — Our  schools  have  progressed  reasonably  well.  In  some  parts 
of  the  county  inferior  teachers  were  employed,  and,  consequently,  inferior 
instruction  was  given.  Some  townships  were  compelled  to  shorten  their 
school  term,  owing  to  exceedingly  heavy  taxes  which  they  were  obliged  to 
pay  for  other  purposes,  such  as  building,  bounty  debts,  &c.  The  shorten- 
ing of  the  term  was  the  means  of  driving  some  of  the  best  teachers  to  seek 
employment  elsewhere,  or,  if  they  remained,  their  interest  was  checked  by 
what  they  considered  an  error  on  the  part  of  the  directors. 

Attendance. — The  attendance  was  tolerably  good,  yet  not  such  as  was  very 
commendable.  The  neglect  of  parents  to  visit  their  schools  led  many  young 
persons  to  regard  the  school  room  as  a  place  of  imprisonment  rather  than 
a  place  of  instruction.     If  this  irregular  attendance  could  be  remedied, 
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such  an  impetus  would  be  given  to  our  schools  as  would  soon  elevate  them 
far  above  what  they  now  are. 

Classification. — The  larger  number  of  our  schools  were  well  classified. 
There  are  some  teachers  in  the  county  who  have  never  made  the  theory  of 
teaching  a  special  study.  As  a  consequence,  they  fail  to  appreciate  the 
advantages  of  and  the  necessity  for  proper  classification.  Of  late  years 
more  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  study  of  works  on  teaching,  and  the 
efforts  of  teachers  to  remedy  defects  have  greatly  improved  the  character 
of  our  schools.  The  number  of  schools  in  the  county  has  increased  from 
two  hundred  and  forty-two  to  two  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Such  persons  as  have  brains  enough  to  become  good  teachers,  have  also 
ability  enough  to  command  better  wages  at  something  else.  Good  teachers 
veiy  rarely  receive  salaries  commensurate  with  their  ability.  If  salaries 
were  a  little  better  graded,  much  improvement  in  the  qualifications  of  those 
employed  to  train  the  minds  of  our  girls  and  boys,  would  be  effected. 

Work  done  by  Sujierintendent I  held  nineteen  regular  public  examina- 
tions. As  is  generally  the  case,  many  did  not  present  themselves  on  the 
regularl}-  appointed  days,  so  I  was  obliged  to  hold  three  special  examina- 
tions.    I  was  also  necessitated  to  examine  thirty  privately. 

During  the  winter,  my  time  was  employed  in  visiting  schools.  I  made 
two  hundred  and  sixty-one  visits.  I  was  unable  to  reach  a  few  on  account 
of  the  inclemency  of  the  weather;  a  few  others  were  closed  when  I  was  in 
the  districts  in  which  they  were  located.  The  length  of  my  visits  was  regu- 
lated by  existing  circumstances.  If  I  found  a  school  in  which  the  teacher 
was  neglecting  his  or  her  duty,  (which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  frequently  did 
find,)  I  made  my  stay  longer  than  I  did  when  matters  were  progressing 
more  satisfactorily.  My  time  in  the  school  room,  was  principally  employed 
in  conducting  class  drills,  pointing  out  defects  in  the  teacher's  mode  of  teach- 
ing or  governing,  making  suggestions  in  regard  to  improvements  which 
might  be  made ;  and  I  concluded  my  visit  with  an  address  to  the  pupils. 

In  holding  examinations,  visiting  schools,  &c,  I  travelled  nineteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four  miles.  During  the  year,  I  wrote  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  official  letters.  Much  other  labor  was  done  which  it  is  impos- 
sible to  mention  in  this  report.  I  spent  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  days 
in  official  duties. 

The  work  devolving  upon  a  County  Superintendent,  in  this  county,  is  of 
such  magnitude  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  labor  to  such  advantage  as 
to  render  the  office  as  efficient  as  it  should  be.  The  establishment  of  the 
office  of  district  superintendent  would  greatly  increase  the  usefulness  of 
the  regular  officer.  It  is  impossible  to  induce  directors  to  visit  the  schools 
under  their  supervision  as  regularly  as  they  should  be  visited.     The  ap- 
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pointraent  of  a  man  for  this  purpose  would  be  attended  "with  beneficial 
results. 

Normal  Institute. — I  re-opened  my  Normal  institute  in  Strasburg,  on  the 
10th  of  April.  Twenty-eight  students  presented  themselves  for  instruction. 
Of  this  number,  nineteen  have  taught,  and  a  majority  of  the  remainder  will 
teach  the  coming  winter. 

County  Institute. — Our  County  Institute  was  very  well  attended.  The 
time  was  granted  by  every  district  in  the  county  but  one.  Profs.  Raub, 
Kidd  and  Shumaker,  rendered  valuable  assistance.  Rev.  O.  H.  Miller,  the 
representative  of  the  Department,  entertained  us  with  a  highly  instructive 
address.  Essays  were  also  read  by  members  of  the  institute.  The  interest 
manifested  was  commendable.  The  county  institute  has  become  so  closely 
allied  with  the  schools,  that  all  true  teachers  are  willing  to  make  sacrifices 
of  personal  convenience,  in  order  that  they  may  be  present. 

District  Institutes.  —  At  one  time,  every  township  in  our  county  could 
boast  of  a  district  institute.  That  such  meetings  are  productive  of  good, 
is  not  to  be  doubted.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  since  the  repeal  of  the  law 
making  seini-monthbv  meetings  obligatory,  district  institutes  have  been 
sadly  neglected.  Last  winter  they  were  regularly  held  in  Grecncastle  and 
in  St.  Thomas  township.  The  teachers  of  Southampton  and  Greene  town- 
ships met  occasionally,  but  the  time  was  not  allowed  by  the  directors. 

Normal  School. — We  hope,  ere  long,  to  boast  of  a  Normal  school  in  this 
district.  Although  not  situated  in  our  county,  }7et  its  location  will  be  so 
convenient  that  we  will  have  but  a  short  distance  to  travel  to  reach  it.  The 
enterprise  is  worthy  the  support  of  all  friends  of  education. 

Female  College. — A  female  college,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  has  been  established  at  Chambersburg.  The  beautiful  resi- 
dence of  Col.  A.  K.  M'Clure  was  purchased  for  this  purpose.  This  not 
being  sufficient,  additional  buildings  were  erected.  The  institution  is  sup- 
plied with  an  able  corps  of  instructors.  The  prospects  for  a  first-class  fe- 
male school  are  very  flattering. 

Public  sentiment. — Here  and  there  throughout  the  county  we  find  indi- 
viduals who  are  opposed  to  the  superintendency,  opposed  to  the  common 
school  system,  and,  in  fact,  opposed  to  any  system  of  education  that  re- 
quires money  to  keep  it  in  working  order.  I  am  happy  to  sa}^,  however, 
that  such  croakers  are  comparatively  few.  As  a  general  thing,  our  citizens 
are  friendly  to  the  present  system  of  educating  the  masses.  The  interest 
Uiey  feel  in  the  matter  is  not  always  exhibited  as  it  should  be.  Too  much 
confidence  is  placed  in  the  ability  of  teachers.  Directors  are  regarded  as 
having  entire  control  of  the  schools,  consequently  the  patrons  deem  their 
attention  unnecessary.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  yet  injustice  is  done  pa- 
rents when  they  are  accused  of  disregard  for  the  future  welfare  of  their 
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children.  I  have  always  found  the  majority  ready  to  defend  our  school 
system  from  the  bitter  attacks  of  those  who  hurl  their  anathemas  against 
it.  In  my  former  report  I  accused  the  ministry  of  giving  us  very  little  en- 
couragement. In  this  report  I  must  make  some  honorable  exceptions.  In 
Chambersburg  several  clergymen  paid  frequent  visits  to  the  different  schools 
of  the  town.  They  not  only  encouraged  the  teachers  and  pupils  by  their 
presence,  but  also  by  very  good  advice.  Rev.  Mr.  Shullenbarger,  of  St. 
Thomas,  took  great  interest  in  the  schools  of  that  town  and  vicinity.  Last 
winter  I  held  an  educational  meeting  in  that  village,  at  which  time  the  rev- 
erend gentleman  delivered  an  address  that  did  honor  to  its  author.  lie 
also  accompanied  me  in  my  visitations  to  several  of  the  schools. 
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EDUCATIONAL   PROGRESS. 

Houses. — But  one  house  was  built  in  the  county  during  the  school  year 
ending  June,  1ST1.  This  is  located  in  Dublin  district,  on  the  site  of  the 
old  house  destroyed  some  time  since  by  fire.  This,  though  a  great  im- 
provement on  the  old  one,  lacks  a  great  deal  in  coming  up  to  the  demand 
of  the  present  improved  condition  of  school  houses  and  school  furniture. 
Nothing  can  be  more  discouraging  to  the  devotee  of  educational  progress, 
than  to  see  the  harmony  of  the  school  room  continually  marred  by  such 
uncouth,  unattractive  and  unwieldy  school  furniture,  and  we  would  here 
admonish  our  educational  freinds,  that  "wide  stretching  halls  and  high  ceil- 
ings" are  not  the  only  requisites  to  make  the  "people's  colleges"  attractive. 
Furniture  adapted  to  the  physical  wants  of  the  pupil  must  be  substituted 
for  this  poorly  constructed  material  with  which,  at  present,  so  many  of  our 
school  houses  are  filled.  "A  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body,"  is  the  watch- 
word of  educational  progress,  and  a  truth  too  apparent  to  need  demon- 
stration. 

County  Institute.  —  The  attendance  at  our  County  Institute  furnishes 
another  proof  of  educational  progress  in  our  county,  and  of  the  waking 
up  of  our  citizens  to  the  importance  of  common  school  education.  Persons 
who  heretofore  were  found  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  the  opposers  of  these 
educational  meetings,  met  with  us  and  aided  us,  if  not  with  their  talents,  with 
their  presence,  through  nearly  the  whole  session,  and  left  at  its  close,  we 
believe  under  the  impression,  that  County  Institutes,  after  all,  were  not  so 
much  of  a  humbug  as  they  had  imagined.  There  has  been  also  more  care 
and  judgment  exercised  in  the  selection  of  directors  in  many  of  the  dis- 
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tricts.  This  will  undoubtedly  ha^e  a  tendency  to  secure  better  qualified 
teachers,  and  to  offer  them  remunerative  wages  for  their  services.  Opposi- 
tion to  female  teachers  is  not  so  strong  as  formerly,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  trust  reposed  in  them,  our  female  teachers  have  acquitted  themselves 
nobby  during  the  past  winter  in  doing  the  work  assigned  them,  and,  we 
belieA'e,  have  given  the  several  boards  no  cause  to  regret  that  they  em- 
ployed them. 

Furniture. — That  many  and  very  important  matters  relative  to  furnishing 
school  houses  have  been  entirely  over-looked  by  directors,  is  evidenced 
from  the  fact  that  in  some  thirty  school  houses  we  found  nothing  in  the 
shape  of  a  chair  or  seat  of  any  kind,  for  teacher  or  visitor,  except  those 
used  by  the  pupil.  In  twenty  some  others  we  found  a  vacant  space  where 
the  teacher's  table  ought  to  stand,  and  in  taking  our  notes  we  were  obliged 
to  crowd  some  little  bo}^s  from  their  desks  until  we  should  complete  this 
part  of  the  Superintendent's  work.  These  vacancies  should  be  filled  and 
the  teacher  made  to  feel  that  he  is  cared  for  while  engaged  in  the  arduous 
work  of  instructing  our  youth.  We,  therefore,  suggest  that  each  board 
furnish,  at  least,  three  chairs  for  each  school  under  their  supervision,  so 
that  the  teacher  may  occasionally  have  a  chance  to  repose  his  wear3r,  aching 
limbs,  and  also  make  his  visitors  comfortable,  if  he  should  be  so  fortunate 
as  to  have  any  call  on  him. 

Work  done  by  County  Superintendent. — Eleven  public  examinations  were 
held,  at  which  eighty-one  teachers  were  examined  and  received  provisional 
certificates.  No  professional  certificates  were  granted.  Seven  teachers 
were  examined  at  private  examinations  held  after  the  close  of  the  public 
examinations.  Our  mode  of  examining  was  substantially  the  same  as  for 
the  previous  year,  aiming  not  to  puzzle  the  applicant  but  to  ascertain  his 
proficiency. 

Directors. — At  these  examinations,  fifty-three  directors  were  in  atten- 
dance, distributed  among  the  several  districts,  as  follow  :  Ayr,  full  board  ; 
Licking  Creek,  full  board  ;  Bush  Creek,  full  board ;  Belfast,  full  board  ; 
Union,  full  board;  Wells,  full  board;  Taylor,  full  board;  Dublin,  full 
board  ;  Todd,  two  members  ;  Bethel,  two;  Thompson,  one.  Citizens  were 
also  in  attendance  in  Todd,  Ayr,  Licking  Creek,  Dublin,  Taylor,  Wells  and 
Union,  in  all  amounting  to  about  sixty  in  number. 

Owing  to  the  condition  of  the  roads,  and  the  want  of  a  better  way  of 
getting  through  the  county  than  tramping  it  on  foot,  some  of  the  schools 
remained  without  the  much  looked  for  visit  of  the  County  "Superintender," 
and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  teachers  were  neither  horrified  nor  made 
joyous  at  his  approval  or  disapproval  of  their  conduct  in  the  school  room. 

Obstacles  in  the  way  of  Improvement. — The  obstacles  in  the  way  of  im- 
provement in  this  county  are  substantially  the  same  as  those  in  a  majority 
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of  the  other  counties,  and  maybe  summed  up  in  a  few  words — carelessness 
on  the  part  of  directors  and  heavy  taxes.  Our  argument  against  the  pre- 
sent system  of  levying  and  collecting  school  tax  need  not  be  repeated  here. 
These  draw-backs  can  only  be  remedied  by  electing  prompt,  active,  ener- 
getic school  men  to  the  office  of  school  director,  and  by  the  equalization 
of  taxes  all  over  the  State.  These  ends  once  attained  our  mental  desert 
will  bloom  as  the  rose. 


GREENE  COUNTY— T.  J.  Teal. 

Houses. — Ten  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  viz :  One  in 
Franklin,  one  in  Greene,  two  in  Perry,  one  in  Richhill,  one  in  Washington, 
three  in  Wayne  and  one  in  Whitely. 

These  are  neat  and  substantial  structures,  generally  well  arranged  after 
approved  models  of  architecture.  The  new  edifice  in  Greene  is  two  sto- 
ries, having  two  recitation  rooms  on  first  floor  and  hall  above.  It  stands 
on  a  beautiful  lot  which  should  be  suitably  improved  with  shade  trees  and 
shrubbery.  It  is  hoped  that  the  enterprising  people  of  Garard's  Fort  will 
improve  and  beautify  their  school  ground.  The  new  two  story  building  in 
Wayne  stands  on  an  eminence  in  a  fine  oak  grove ;  it  needs  a  neat  and 
substantial  fence,  and  with  proper  attention  to  ornament,  its  appearance 
will  be  greatly  enhanced.  Too  little  attention  is  given  to  good  locations, 
sufficient  grounds  and  approved  models  of  architecture ;  all  these  have  an 
influence  in  preserving  health,  promoting  progress,  refining  the  taste  and 
forming  the  character. 

Two  houses  were  destroyed  by  fire,  which  caused  some  inconvenience  to 
the  people  of  the  districts,  but  of  little  loss  to  them.  Their  places  should 
be  immediately  supplied  with  first-class  houses. 

Teachers. — It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  teachers  are  gradually 
becoming  better  qualified  for  their  duties.  They  have  more  comprehensive 
views  of  education  as  a  science,  and  are  more  skillful  in  the  art  of  im- 
parting instruction.  Under  the  tuition  of  such  a  corps  of  instructors  the 
schools  must  necessarily  advance.  Public  opinion  is  beginning  to  realize 
that  there  is  a  difference  between  being  in  possession  of  knowledge  and 
knowing  how  to  impart  it ;  hence  arises  the  necessity  for  professional  train- 
ing. To  hold  the  experienced  and  meritorious  teachers  in  the  profession, 
and  induce  others  to  qualify  themselves  for  it,  a  continuous  effort  should 
be  made  to  elevate  it  to  a  level  with  its  duties  and  responsibilities. 

Examinations. — Twenty-one  public  examinations  were  held  during  the 
year,  at  which  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  applicants  were  examined,  of 
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which  one  hundred  and  fort}r-eight  were  males  and  ninety-one  females.  The 
method  of  conducting  the  examinations  was  the  same  as  last  year.  No 
private  examinations  were  held.  The  standard  of  qualification  has  been 
gradually  raised  to  meet  the  growing  wants  of  the  schools. 

Graded  schools. — Two  schools  have  been  graded  since  my  last  report.' 
The  experiment  is  entirely  satisfactoiy.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe 
that  measures  will  be  adopted  to  establish  others.  The  grading  of  schools 
is  one  of  the  great  questions  in  determining  educational  progress  ;  and  we 
earnestly  desire  the  directors  to  give  this  subject  a  careful  consideration, 
and  wherever  practical,  to  establish  such  schools  without  delay. 

Visitations. — With  three  exceptions  all  the  schools  were  visited,  and 
quite  a  number  was  visited  the  second  time.  Our  most  eminent  educators 
agree  that  thorough  supervision  and  close  inspection  are  the  surest  means  of 
promoting  advancement.  The  distance  to  travel,  and  the  number  of  schools 
to  visit,  render  it  impossible  for  the  Superintendent  to  discharge  this  duty 
with  efficiency.  District  superintendents  should  be  appointed  who  under- 
stand school  government,  management  and  methods  of  instruction. 

Special  meetings. — Sixteen  special  meetings  were  held,  with  gratifying 
results.  The  experience  of  several  3rears  in  conducting  such  meetings  has 
proven  their  utility  beyond  doubt.  A  day  spent  with  teachers  and  citizens 
is  better  calculated  to  awaken  an  educational  interest  than  the  same  time 
would  be  in  visitations. 

County  Institute. — The  annual  meeting  of  teachers  and  friends  of  educa- 
tion convened  at  Waynesburg,  December  26,  1871.  The  value  of  these 
count}'  conventions  can  no  longer  be  doubted  by  those  who  have  observed 
their  practical  effect.  It  has  greatby  improved  primary  instruction  in  the 
various  school  branches.  Hon.  J.  P.  Wickerskam,  Prof.  J.  A.  Cooper, 
Prof.  Andrew  Burtt,  A.  B.  Miller,  D.  D.,  and  Prof.  II.  D.  Patton  were  the 
instructors  and  lecturers.  Many  teachers  and  citizens  participated  in  the 
deliberations  of  the  meeting.  In  preparing  a  programme  of  work  for  an 
institute  a  good  part  should  be  assigned  to  the  teachers.  I  trust  the  time 
will  soon  come  when  the  teachers  can  manage  a  successful  institute  with- 
out foreign  assistance.  One  hundred  and  forty-eight  teachers  were  present. 
Seven  had  the  time  allowed.     The  meeting  was  a  success. 

Other  agencies. — Greene  academy,  under  the  care  of  Prof.  Lakiu,  is  in 
a  more  prosperous  condition  than  it  has  been  for  the  past  few  years.  Rev. 
Samuel  Graham  has  been  conducting  a  select  school  at  Jacksonville. 
Waynesburg  College  has  been  and  is  doing  a  good  work.  The  institution 
is  in  a  flourishing  state ;  her  future  looks  bright.  I  had  charge  of  an  in- 
teresting Normal  class  at  Jefferson. 

Conclusion. — The  Monongahela  College,  at  Jefferson,  is  being  pushed 
forward;  it  will  be  ready  for  the  fall  term.     We  hope  this  new  institution 
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will  prove  a  valuable  auxiliary  to  our  common  schools  in  fitting  teachers 
for  their  work,  aud  by  infusing  a  more  progressive  spirit  into  the  masses. 
Teachers  and  citizens  will  please  accept  my  thanks  for  their  kindness, 
sympathy  and  co-operation. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY.— David  F.  Tussey. 

Ten  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  as  follows,  viz :  one  in 
Brady,  one  in  Cassville  borough,  one  in  Dublin,  one  in  Mapleton  borough, 
one  in  Morris,  one  in  Mt.  Union  borough,  one  in  Porter,  one  in  Springfield, 
one  in  Tod  and  one  in  West.  The  house  erected  in  Brady  is  a  substantial 
brick  building,  two  stories,  one  room  on  each  story  ;  the  house  is  well  seated 
and  is  a  credit  to  the  district.  The  house  erected  in  Cassville  is  frame, 
and  contains  but  one  room.  It  is  too  small  to  accommodate  all  the  children 
belonging  to  the  village.  It  was  built  with  an  eye  to  economy,  but  it  would 
have  been  much  better  economy  to  have  made  it  large  enough  for  two  good 
rooms,  and  then  in  place  of  one  crowded  school,  to  have  two  graded  schools. 
The  house  in  Dublin  is  not  the  kind  of  a  building  that  is  most  desirable  in 
these  days  of  improvement.  It  is  too  much  after  the  old  style — low  ceil- 
ing, aud  put  up  at  too  cheap  a  rate  to  be  substantial.  The  house  in  Maple- 
ton  is  a  two  story  frame  building,  containing  four  good  rooms.  We  are 
sorry  to  see  so  little  black-board  surface,  though  this  can  yet  be  provided. 
Though  such  a  house  was  a  heavy  undertaking  for  a  small  village,  we  be- 
lieve that  time  will  demonstrate  that  it  was  a  prudent  expenditure  of  mo- 
ney. The  house  built  in  the  neighboring  village  of  Mt.  Union,  is  similar 
to  the  one  in  Mapleton,  and  those  two  enterprising  villages  have  just  reason 
to  be  proud  of  their  school  houses.  Morris  and  Porter  districts  each  built 
a  good  house  this  year  again.  The  one  in  Morris  is  situated  in  a  beauti- 
ful grove  and  is  well  constructed,  with  the  exception  of  the  clothes  rooms, 
which  are  entirely  separate  from  the  main  room,  thus  preventing  them  from 
being  heated. 

The  house  in  Porter  is  a  good  building,  but  the  location,  in  the  opinion 
of  many  of  the  patrons,  is  unfortunate.  The  house  built  in  Springfield  is  a 
very  ordinary  one,  but  as  good  perhaps  as  the  limited  means  of  the  district 
would  permit.  The  taxes  are  very  burdensome  in  some  of  our  sparsely 
settled  districts.  I  was  very  sorry  to  learn,  that  one  of  the  best  houses  in 
the  district  was  consumed  by  fire.  There  are  some  good  schools  in  this  town- 
ship, notwithstanding  the  many  adverse  circumstances  they  have  to  con- 
tend with.  Would  it  not  be  good  policy  for  directors  to  have  good  school 
houses  insured  against  loss  by  fire.  The  house  in  Tod  was  much  needed, 
7  School  Rep. 
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and  it  will  accommodate  the  citizens  in  the  little  valley  in  which  it  is  situ- 
ate very  well.  The  house  erected  in  West  is  a  rather  fine  frame  building, 
and  a  decided  improvement  on  those  formerly  built  in  this  district.  It  is 
hoped  that  West  is  waking  up  to  the  importance  of  having  good  school 
houses.  It  will  thus  be  seen  from  the  short  descriptions  of  the  different 
houses,  that  we  are  making  good  progress  in  the  way  of  building  school 
houses,  indeed  very  good  compared  with  former  years. 

The  months  of  June  and  August  were  spent  in  teaching  in  the  County 
Normal,  located  at  Alexandria  ;  and  perhaps  no  part  of  my  time  was  era- 
ployed  to  better  purpose  in  promoting  the  interests  of  our  schools.  I  am 
decidedly  in  favor  of  County  Normal  schools  being  organized  in  every 
count3r  in  which  it  is  practical.  They  afford  County  Superintendents  the 
very  best  means  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  capacities  of  teachers, 
and  of  correcting  many  errors  into  which  inexperienced  teachers  are  liable 
to  fall,  and  besides  this  they  accommodate  a  large  number  of  students  who 
would  be  compelled  to  leave  their  own  county,  to  attend  school  and  to  learn 
at  a  much  greater  expense,  what  could  be  learned  equally  as  well  at  home. 
I  regard  our  State  Normal  schools  as  the  most  efficient  in  training  success- 
ful teachers,  but  it  seems  folly  for  young  men  and  women  to  attend  a  State 
Normal  school  to  learn  what  every  child  might  learn  at  home — a  fair  know- 
ledge of  the  elementary  branches. 

Many  young  persons  spend  one  or  two  sessions  in  the  lower  divisions  of 
a  State  Normal  school,  supposing  thus  to  obtain  a  reputation  as  teachers, 
but  no  school,  however  successful,  can  make  good  teachers  in  this  way. 
The  principals  of  those  schools  say  we  are  willing  to  be  held  responsi- 
ble for  the  teaching  of  our  graduates  only,  and  even  some  of  these  may 
fail  from  not  possessing  that  order  of  talent  essential  to  the  successful 
teacher. 

Thirt3'-four  public  examinations  were  held,  at  which  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  male  and  eighty-one  female  applicants  were  examined.  Of 
this  number  sixty-six  had  never  taught.  Eighteen  were  rejected.  Four 
professional  certificates  were  granted  during  the  year.  The  examinations 
were  well  attended  by  citizens  and  directors.  The  number  of  visits  made 
to  schools  was  two  hundred  and  twenty-four.  An  accident  that  occurred 
in  descending  one  of  our  mountains  prevented  me  from  making  the  usual 
number  of  visits. 

Our  County  Institute,  held  during  the  holiday  week,  gave  the  most  gen- 
eral satisfaction  of  any  yet  held.  The  attendance  was  larger  than  at  any 
former  institute.  Our  own  teachers  took  an  active  part  in  the  discussion* 
and  in  all  the  exercises.  Prof.  J.  W.  Shoemaker,  of  Philadelphia,  gave  in- 
struction in  elocution  and  select  reading  and  lectures  during  the  evenings. 
He  is  very  popular  with  our  teachers. 
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Professor  Waugh,  of  Hollidaysburg,  and  Rev.  Ziegler,  D.  D.,  of  Selins- 
grove,  gave  us  timely  assistance.  Our  friend  Fisher,  Superintendent  of 
Bedford  county,  dropped  in,  intending  to  make  a  short  call,  but  remained 
with  us  the  greater  part  of  the  time  we  held  our  institute,  and,  as  usual, 
did  good  service.  He  has  aided  us  so  frequently  that  his  presence  seems 
indispensable. 

The  directors  of  a  few  districts  still  refuse  to  grant  the  teachers  any  part 
of  the  time  to  attend  the  County  Institute,  but  we  trust  the  day  is  not  far 
distant  when  they  will  think  and  act  differently.  The  principal,  teachers, 
and  a  portion  of  the  pupils  of  the  Cassville  Soldiers'  Orphan  school  were 
present,  and  contributed  largely  to  the  success  of  the  institute. 

The  children  of  this  school  have  always  been  entertained  free  of  expense, 
by  the  citizens  of  Huntingdon,  while  attending  the  County  Institute. — 
While  this  indicates  the  right  spirit,  on  the  part  of  the  citizens,  it  is  only 
what  is  justly  due  to  the  descendants  of  the  noble  patriots  who  fell  serving 
their  country  in  the  hour  of  her  greatest  peril.  Our  county  papers  all  ex- 
hibit a  friendly  and  generous  spirit  towards  our  public  schools.  As  the 
tri-ennial  conventions,  to  elect  County  Superintendents,  will  convene  before 
my  next  annual  report  is  made,  I  desire  to  make  a  few  suggestions  in  regard 
to  legislation,  which  is  believed  to  be  needed.  And,  first,  it  must  be  evi- 
dent to  every  unbiased  mind  that  the  present  mode  of  fixing  the  salaries  of 
County  Superintendents  is  a  very  unfair  one.  These  officers  are  not  paid 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  service  rendered,  nor  is  it  likely  that  they 
ever  will  be  while  the  present  mode  of  fixing  their  salaries  is  continued. 
It  is  argued  that  an  efficient  officer  can  always  secure  a  competent  salary, 
but  such  is  not  the  case,  for,  in  some  localities,  the  prejudice  of  directors 
against  the  office  is  such  that  their  main  object  seems  to  be  to  oppose  it  in 
every  way  within  their  power ;  besides  this,  I  know  positively  that  a  good 
salary  might  be  obtained  in  some  instances,  not  by  an  honest  performance 
of  duty,  but  by  tamely  submitting  to  be  governed  by  unscrupulous  politi- 
cians. 

It  is,  therefore,  hoped  that  the  suggestions  made  by  the  State  Superin- 
tendent, in  regard  to  this  matter,  in  his  report  for  the  year  1869,  will  re- 
ceive the  careful  consideration  of  our  next  Legislature.  If  the  mode  there 
suggested  is  adopted  it  will  prevent  illiberal  directors  from  destroying  the 
utility  of  the  office  by  voting  an  inadequate  salary,  and  also  prevent  others 
from  voting  an  extravagant  salary  because  it  will  be  drawn  from  the  general 
fund. 

I  feel  free  to  make  these  suggestions,  as  I  will  not  again  be  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  County  Superintendent.  After  an  experience  of  more  than 
five  years,  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  any  one  who  will  make  an  honest  effort 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  offioe  faithfully,  will  find  that  it  involves  an 
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amount  of  labor  and  exposure  that  even  a  good  constitution  may  not  un- 
dergo with  impunity. 

In  contrasting  the  progress  made  during  the  present  year  with  that  of 
former  years,  there  is  not  a  little  that  is  encouraging.  It  is  true  there  are 
somethings  that  are  disheartening,  but  we  feel  confident  that  continual 
perseverance  in  the  good  cause  will  eventually  secure  a  final  triumph. 


INDIANA  COUNTY— J.  T.  Gibson. 

In  this,  our  second  and  last  annual  report,  we  shall  mention  only  the 
most  remarkable  changes  and  most  apparent  evidences  of  progress,  leaving 
the  reader  to  determine  the  real  condition  of  our  schools  by  consulting  pre- 
ceding reports. 

During  the  year  ending  June  1,  A.  D.  1871,  eleven  new  school  houses 
were  erected.  Tnese  are  all  of  suitable  size  and  well  located.  The  best 
house  erected  during  the  year  is  in  Washington  district.  They  have  all 
been  supplied  with  comfortable  furniture,  but  not  of  the  improved  modern 
style.  None  of  them  have  been  well  supplied  with  apparatus,  but  none  are 
left  entirely  destitute. 

The  house  in  Indiana  borough  is  the  only  one  in  the  county  well  supplied 
with  apparatus,  and  a  large  amount  of  this  has  been  furnished  during  the 
present  school  year. 

The  schools,  on  an  average,  are  in  much  better  condition  than  at  the  close 
of  the  last  school  year;  and,  so  far  as  we  know,  in  better  condition  than 
ever  before.  The  school  in  Indiana  borough  has  improved  rapidly,  and  we 
have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that  in  extent  and  thoroughness  of  instruc- 
tion, in  general  deportment  and  scholarly  character  of  the  pupils,  in  the  effi- 
ciency of  its  school  board,  and  in  its  honorable  position  in  the  estimate  of 
its  patrons,  it  is  not  excelled  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  and,  probably,  not 
in  the  State. 

The  County  Institute,  held  in  December,  was,  in  every  respect,  a  success. 
About  two-thirds  of  the  teachers  were  present,  and  there  was  no  lack  of 
interest  during  the  whole  session.  A  constitution  was  adopted  and  we 
have  now  what  we  never  had  before — an  excellent  institute  organization. 

The  following  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  most  important  duties  per- 
formed by  the  County  Superintendent ;  twenty-nine  public  examinations 
held ;  three  hundred  and  fifty-eight  teachers  examined ;  one  hundred  and 
thirty-six  visits  to  schools ;  nine  institutes  attended ;  seventeen  educa- 
tional meetings  attended ;  one  thousand  and  sixty-one  miles  traveled  on 
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official  business ;  two  hundred  and  ninet3^-five  official  letters  written  ;  one 
hundred  and  eighty-six  days  spent  in  the  performance  of  official  duties. 

The  obstacles  in  the  way  of  improvement  are  the  same  that  were  men- 
tioned in  our  report  last  year,  and  there  is  additional  evidence  that  the 
changes  there  recommended  are  important. 

Our  academies  and  select  schools  are  still  nourishing  and  do  a  good  work, 
but  they  cannot  supply  the  place  of  a  State  Normal  school,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  next  annual  report  from  Indiana  county  will  contain  a  state- 
ment that  the  State  Normal  school  of  the  Ninth  Normal  district  has  been 
established  at  Indiana. 

Always  gratefully  remembering  those  who  have  assisted  us  in  the  per- 
formance of  our  official  duties,  we  tender  our  heartfelt  thanks  to  those  who 
so  kindly  entertained  us  and  thereby  rendered  the  otherwise  arduous  and 
irksome  duties  easy  and  pleasant.  With  best  wishes  for  the  welfare  and 
continued  prosperity  of  our  schools,  and  with  a  strong  and  abiding  desire 
for  the  advancement  of  the  educational  interests  of  Indiana  county,  we  re- 
spectfully submit  our  leport. 
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Progress. — Whole  number  of  houses,  one  hundred  and  thirty-four — an 
increase  of  three  since  last  j'ear.  Number  of  schools,  one  hundred  and 
forty-one  ;  graded,  seventeen  ;  none  graded  during  the  year.  Houses  built 
during  the  year,  as  follows :  Beaver,  two  ;  Big  Run,  one ;  Eldred,  one ; 
Gaskill,  one;  M'Calmont,  one;  Perry,  one;  Pine  Creek,  one;  Snyder, 
one;  Washington,  one ;  Winslow,  one,  and  Young,  three — fifteen.  One  of 
those  in  Beaver  was  built  by  the  citizens  of  Langville,  as  an  independent 
district,  which  was  organized,  though  not  legally,  and  therefore  set  aside 
hy  the  court ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  some  arrangement  will  be  made  by  which  it 
will  be  used  for  school  purposes.  The  other  one  was  built  by  the  district. 
They  are  all  good,  comfortable  frame  houses,  erected  of  good  material,  in 
a  workmanlike  manner,  with  sufficient  black-board  surface,  and  well  fur- 
nished, with  desks  and  seats  for  two,  after  plans  found  in  the  Pennsylvania 
School  Architecture.  The  one  in  Pine  Creek,  at  Pt.  Barnett,  is  36X40  feet, 
14  feet  high.  Those  three  in  Young  and  the  one  in  Perry,  also  Big  Run, 
are  about  30X30  feet,  12  feet  high.  The  others  are  not  quite  so  large,  but 
nevertheless  good,  comfortable  houses.  Great  care  should  be  exercised  in 
the  selection  of  sites  for  school  houses.  It  certainly  is  bad  policy  to  place 
them  off  from  a  public  road,  where  it  will  be  necessary  for  those  attending 
school  to  pass  over  the  fields  or  enclosures  of  others,  neither  should  they 
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be  located  on  a  high  pinnacle,  exposed  to  the  north-western  winds,  nor  on  a 
low,  marshy,  wet  place.  As  much  taste  should  be  manifested  in  the  selec- 
tion of  a  site  for  a  school  house  as  for  that  of  the  most  pleasantly  situated 
dwelling  house.  When  ground  is  selected  on  which  small  trees  or  shrubs 
are  growing,  a  sufficient  number  should  be  left  for  shade  and  ornament. 
If  not  there,  such  should  be  planted.  Common  forest  trees,  of  which  we 
have  many,  such  as  white  pine,  hemlock,  sugar  or  maple,  which  would  add 
much  to  the  pleasantness  of  the  situation.  The  grounds  should  be  fenced. 
Certainly  no  person  would  think  of  having  a  dwelling  out  on  a  common 
where  the  beasts  that  run  at  large  could  trample  about  it.  Thus  the  earnest 
appeal  which  was  made  in  mj-  last  report,  to  build  houses  in  those  districts 
which  needed  them  most,  has  been  fully  answered.  I  hope  the  good  work 
will  go  on  until  we  shall  have  no  houses  in  the  county  to  report  as  unfit 
for  use.  Thirtj'-four  houses  are  reported  as  unfit  for  use.  Many  of  these 
will  be  re-placed  bjr  new  ones  during  the  year  ;  sixt37-six  as  having  insuffi- 
cient furniture,  some  of  which  might  be  made  comfortable  byre-furnishing ; 
sixty-four  having  sufficient  furniture.     These  are  all  good  houses. 

Apparatus — None  supplied  during  the  year.  Well  supplied,  seventy- 
six  ;  wholly  without,  thirty-one  ;  having  out-line  maps,  seventy-four. 

Schools. — Whole  number  kept  open,  one  hundred  and  forty-one.  One  in 
Gaskill  was  not  kept  open,  there  being  no  pupils  to  attend  school.  About 
fifty  schools  are  kept  open  from  two  to  three  months  during  summer.  Of 
these  all  but  five  or  six  are  kept  open  also  in  the  winter.  All  others  are 
kept  open  in  winter  four  months.  Brookville  and  Folk  keep  their  schools 
open  eight  months  ;  Eldred,  Snyder  and  Warsaw,  six  ;  Knox,  Punxsutaw- 
ney,  Union  and  Washington,  five  ;  all  others,  four.  It  is  a  move  in  pro- 
gress thus  to  keep  these  schools  open  more  than  four  months,  and  the 
sooner  other  districts  can  adopt  the  same  plan  will  they  obtain  more  benefit 
from  the  money  already  invested.  We  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  we  shall  have  at  least  six  months  in  all  our  schools. 

Teachers. — During  the  year  eighty-six  male  and  ninety-five  female  teach- 
ers were  employed  in  the  various  schools  of  the  county.  In  each  of  forty 
schools  two  teachers  were  employed  ;  in  seven,  three  were  employed  ;  seven 
total  failures  had  to  be  supplied  with  others  ;  fort3T-three  had  never  taught ; 
twenty-nine  had  taught  less  than  one  year  ;  sixty-one  had  taught  more  than 
five  years,  and  fifty-eight  had  taught  from  two  to  four  years.  Many  of  all 
these,  even  those  who  had  never  taught,  rendered  good  satisfaction.  A  few 
of  each  class  failed  to  come  up  to  the  standard  of  good  teachers.  Some 
of  those  who  entered  the  profession  last  year  are  now  attending  school  to 
better  prepare  themselves,  and  if  they  will  prepare  themselves  thoroughly 
there  are  liberal-minded  citizens  and  directors  enough  in  the  county  that 
will  advance  the  salaries  so  as  to  compensate  them  for  their  labors. 
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Salaries  of  Teachers,  in  some  districts,  have  been  advanced ;  in  others 
reduced  ;  but  the  aggregate  has  been  on  the  advance.  More  grading  ac- 
cording to  qualification  and  success  in  teaching  was  practiced  than  formed}'. 
That  this  is  the  best  way  to  grade  salaries  there  is  no  doubt.  Teachers 
will  then  labor  to  obtain  the  best  standard  in  qualification  and  the  best 
possible  success  in  teaching. 

Books. — A  uniform  series  of  books  is  adopted  and  used  in  almost  all  the 
schools.  More  different  authors  in  arithmetic  are  used  than  in  any  other 
branch  of  study.  This  should  be  avoided,  as  it  is  very  annoying  to  the 
teacher;  under  the  present  law,  which  is,  however,  a  good  one,  allowing 
directors  not  to  change  the  series  of  books  adopted  oftener  than  once  in 
three  years  ;  great  care  should  be  observed  in  the  selection  ;  if  an  unsuita- 
ble series  is  adopted,  it  cannot  be  changed  for  a  better  one,  until  the  end 
of  three  years  from  its  adoption. 

WORK   DONE    BY    THE    SUPERINTENDENT. 

Twenty  public  advertised  examinations  were  held  in  as  many  different 
districts  in  September  and  October,  at  which  about  ninety-two  male  and 
seventy-four  females  received  provisional  certificates ;  average  grade  229(t. 
Six  professional  certificates  were  granted.  This  number  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  have  supplied  all  the  schools,  but  many  of  them  were  students, 
and  did  not  engage  in  teaching.  Only  those  who  expect  to  teach  in  the 
county  should  apply  for  examinations.  Eleven  were  rejected.  The  ex- 
aminations were  made  as  thorough  and  rigid  as  time  and  circumstances 
would  permit,  thus  to  encourage  teachers  to  greater  effort  in  arriving  at  a 
higher  standard  of  qualification.  Eight}'  directors  were  present,  also  many 
citizens.  In  some  districts,  full  boards  of  directors  were  present,  and  at 
the  close,  elected  their  teachers — would  that  all  directors  would  do  so.  At 
the  close,  when  time  would  permit,  short  addresses  Avere  made  to  those  that 
were  present.  Other  special  examinations  were  held  at  the  request  of  di- 
rectors, to  accommodate  those  who  failed  to  attend  the  public  examina- 
tions.    All  were  public  to  any  who  might  wish  to  be  present. 

Visitations. — All  the  schools  in  the  county  were  visited  once,  except  two  ; 
one  in  Barnett  and  one  in  Ringgold,  which  were  not  in  session  when  the 
district  was  visited.  Forty-eight  were  visited  twice ;  seven  were  visited 
three  times  ;  average  time  spent  in  each  school  at  each  visit  2|  hours.  About 
two  hundred  visits  in  all ;  more  would  have  been  made,  but  full  three  weeks 
were  spent  after  some  of  the  schools  opened,  in  examining  teachers  and  pre- 
paring for  the  County  Institute.  I  was  accompanied  by  directors  in  nearly 
all  the  districts  ;  sixty-six  in  all.  I  am  sure  that  much  good  can  be  done  to 
schools  and  teachers  at  these  visits  ;  an  experience  as  a  teacher  myself  for 
fifteen  years,  has  proved  this  fact ;  it  is  indeed  one  of  the  greatest  benefits 
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arising  from  the  office  of  County  Superintendent.  My  operations  at  these 
visits  were  governed  very  much  by  the  necessity  of  the  case ;  sometimes  I 
conducted  the  recitations,  or  part  of  them  at  least,  and  sometimes  required 
the  teacher  to  conduct  them,  always  giving  such  suggestions  as  I  thought 
proper ;  those  branches  that  seemed  to  receive  least  attention,  I  directed 
more  interest  in.  In  nearly  all  the  schools  there  has  been  much  improve- 
ment since  I  visited  them  first.  Better  discipline,  better  methods  of  instruc- 
tion. Addresses  were  made  to  schools  at  the  close,  from  fifteen  to  thirty 
minutes  in  length,  on  general  duties  as  pupils,  the  object  of  an  education, 
the  best  means  of  obtaining  it,  its  benefits  and  results,  and  such  other  sub- 
jects as  seemed  of  most  importance.  Twelve  hundred  and  fifty-four  miles 
were  traveled  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties.  Two  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  da3Ts  spent,  not  including  some  time  attending  to  mail  matter  and 
correspondents.  One  hundred  and  forty-three  letters  were  written.  Re- 
ports forwarded,  documents  distributed,  holding  one  County  Institute,  con- 
stitute the  summary  of  my  labors. 

WORK  DONE  BY  OTHER  AGENCIES. 

Most  of  the  schools  were  visited  by  directors  and  citizens.  The  annual 
County  Institute  was  held  in  Brookville,  commencing  December  26,  1870. 
It  <tid  much  good  by  infusing  new  life,  energy  and  zeal  into  the  operations 
of  many  teachers,  and  thus  into  the  schools.  Ninety-four  teachers  and  a 
good  number  of  citizens  were  present. 

The  exercises  consisted  in  class  drills,  essays,  lectures  and  discussions, 
and  were  mostly  conducted  by  the  teachers.  G.  W.  Sn3'der,  Superinten- 
dent of  Clearfield  county,  rendered  valuable  assistance  during  the  whole 
session.  Hon.  J.  G.  Gordon  delivered  a  lecture,  illustrated  with  apparatus, 
on  astronomy.  Rev.  Dr.  R,  S.  Hunt  lectured  on  hygiene  of  the  nervous 
8}*stem,  and  its  application  in  the  school  room.  Hon.  G.  A.  Jenks  lectured 
on  the  mind,  its  culture  and  training.  Prof.  Snyder  lectured  on  the  duties 
and  responsibility  of  teachers.  My  thanks  are  due  to  all  who  rendered  such 
valuable  assistance  to  make  the  institute  profitable  and  pleasant. 

In  conclusion,  I  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  noble  spirited  people  of 
Jefferson  county,  teachers,  directors  and  citizens  for  their  kindness,  en- 
couragement and  assistance  whilst  laboring  among  them.  The  same  thanks 
are  due  to  the  Department  at  Harrisburg,  for  kind  counsel,  instruction  and 
encouragement. 
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JUNIATA  COUNTY.— G.  W.  Lloyd. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that  we  are  still  making 
some  progress  in  the  county,  notwithstanding  we  shall  be  compelled  in  the 
course  of  this  report  to  present  some  items  seemingly  unfavorable  to  im- 
provement. 

Two  school  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  one  in  Milford,  at  a  cost 
of  $1,025,  and  one  in  Black  Log,  Lack  district,  cost  $440.  The  one  in  Lack 
was  not  completed  in  time  to  be  occupied  during  the  winter ;  three  more 
are  now  under  contract  to  be  built  the  coming  year.  One  house  in  Walker 
was  burned  down  last  winter  by  accident.  The  main  loss  to  the  district  was 
the  shortening  of  the  school  term  about  eighteen  days,  as  a  new  one  was 
under  contract  before  the  fire  occurred.  Fifty-seven  houses  are  without 
the  necessary  out-buildings ;  this  is  positively  a  disgrace  to  the  county  and 
should  be  remedied  as  speedily  as  possible;  there  are  also  fifry-two  with 
injurious  furniture.  A  decided  improvement  and  tendency  is  quite  apparent 
on  the  part  of  teachers  toward  cleanliness  of  the  school  room  and  its 
decoration.  This  pleasing  feature,  when  once  co-operated  in  by  boards  of 
directors,  in  furnishing  more  comfortable  seating,  will  do  very  much  towards 
stimulating  pupils  to  a  greater  love  for  school,  and  will  add  incentives  also 
to  be  more  regular  in  their  attendance.  Will  not  our  progressive  school 
directors  see  that  the  little  ones — the  future  men  and  women,  to  whom  will 
soon  be  committed  the  destinies  of  a  great  nation — are  provided  with  good 
school  houses  and  comfortable  seatings  ? 

One  hundred  and  nine  teachers  were  employed  during  the  fall  and  winter 
terms — sixty-six  males  and  forty-three  females.  The  average  grade  of  cer-. 
tificates  fell  a  little  below  last  year,  being  2.23  ;  last  year  it  was  2.14.  Not- 
withstanding this  seemingly  retrograde  movement,  it  is  believed  that  the 
actual  qualifications  of  teachers  were  superior  to  any  previous  one,  and  the 
apparent  retrograde  in  the  certificates  can  be  accounted  for  by  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  standard  of  qualification  the  present  year.  We  feel  confi- 
dent that  the  teachers  are  improving,  and  it  is  in  this  direction  probably 
more  than  in  any  other  that  our  greatest  improvement  lies.  Ninet}--nine  of 
the  teachers  employed  have  read  books  on  teaching,  ninety-six  attended 
the  County  Institute,  and  fifty-one  take  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal, 
(fifty-seven  school  directors  also  receive  it,)  six  have  attended  a  State  Normal 
school,  and  thirty-six  the  County  Normal  school,  at  Thompsontown.  The 
progress  of  schools  and  skill  of  the  teachers  exhibit  the  following :  Twentj-- 
eight  very  good,  forty  good,  twenty-nine  middling,  nine  poor,  two  very 
poor,  one  total  failure.  Turbett,  Patterson,  Tuscarora  and  Lack  take  the 
lead  in  the  improvement  of  their  schools  ;  however,  nearly  every  district  in 
the  county  made  marked  improvement  except  about  two  or  three. 
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Twent}~-nine  teachers  taught  the  same  schools  the  present  year  that  they 
did  last.  This  is  believed  to  he  a  greater  percentage  of  schools  taught  by  the 
same  teachers  two  consecutive  terms  than  in  any  previous  years  ;  it  is  hailed 
as  a  step  towards  improvement.  i 

Milford  graded  their  teachers'  certificates  last  fall,  and  paid  salaries  ac- 
cording to  qualification.  This  was  certainly  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
and  it  is  hoped  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  to  not  grade  teachers'  cer- 
tificates and  salaries,  according  to  qualification  and  experience  in  teaching, 
will  be  the  exception  instead  of  the  rule  as  now,  when  the  qualified  and 
experienced  teachers  will  not  be  asked  to  give  their  services  for  the  same 
compensation  that  the  unqualified  are  always  willing  to  take. 

There  are  fifteen  graded  schools  in  the  county,  but  if  a  strict  test  should  be 
applied  many  of  them  would  be  found  sadly  wanting  in  some  of  the  essen- 
tials constituting  a  graded  school.  In  all  schools  of  this  class  each  teacher 
is  employed  separately,  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes  is  separate  and  in- 
dependent of  the  others.  In  nearly  all  such  schools  there  can  be  found 
pupils  in  the  higher  grades  that  should  be  in  the  lower ;  sometimes  it  is  on 
account  of  personal  objections  to  the  teacher  in  the  lower  grade,  but  most 
frequently  because  they  do  not  wish  to  go  to  the  primary  or  intermediate 
grade.  This  pandering  to  the  prejudices  of  pupils  and  parents  should  not 
be  tolerated  ;  it  has  a  tendency  to  degenerate  the  graded  schools  and  almost 
to  place  them  on  a  level  with  the  ungraded. 

Mifflintown  and  Patterson  boroughs  increased  their  school  terms  from 
five  to  six  months.  Mifflintown  lowered  the  salary  of  their  principal 
teacher  from  sixty  to  fifty  dollars,  a  slightly  backward  movement,  while 
Patterson  increased  their  principal's  salary  from  forty-two  to  fifty-five  dol- 
lars, and  the  teachers  of  second  grade  from  thirty-five  to  forty  dollars. 

The  school  board  of  Lack  township  pays  two  dollars  per  month  premium 
at  the  close  of  the  term  to  teachers  who  render  satisfaction.  This  method 
has  been  tested  for  the  last  two  consecutive  terms,  with  very  good  results. 

In  all  the  districts  in  the  county,  but  one  or  two  excepted,  part  of  the 
time  was  allowed  to  teachers,  and  in  some  all,  to  attend  the  County  Insti- 
tute. This  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  directors  is  very  commendable, 
and  will  yield  its  reward  in  better  taught  and  better  governed  schools.  Our 
best  schools  are  taught  by  teachers  who  do  attend  the  County  Institute, 
and  the  poorest  ones  by  those  who  stay  at  home. 

In  twenty-one  schools  were  found  the  Lancaster  school  mottoes  ;  fifteen 
were  supplied  with  clocks  ;  sixty-three  teachers  had  written  programmes  of 
their  daily  exercises  ;  fifty  had  dictionaries  of  different  grades  in  the  school 
room  ;  thirty-six  had  bells,  and  thirty-five  had  full  sets  of  text-books  of 
their  own. 

Classification. — Pupils  who  are  not  advanced  in  the  different  branches 


JUNIATA  COUNTY.  107 

as  tbe}r  should  be,  seldom  take  much  interest  in  school  or  study  after- 
wards. The  discipline  of  the  mind  should  be  commenced  early  to  be 
effective,  and  ought  to  have  made  some  considerable  progress  before  the 
passions  of  maturer  years  have  commenced  to  assert  their  sway,  otherwise 
the  education  of  the  child  will  most  likely  prove  a  failure.  If  pupils  are 
permitted  to  drift  along  with  little  or  nothing  to  do  in  school  room  until 
the}"  are  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age,  they  are  then  seldom  willing  to  com- 
mence the  work  of  disciplining  the  powers  of  the  mind,  yet  how  frequently 
it  is  our  unpleasant  duty  to  witness  such  a  condition  in  the  schools.  In 
view  of  the  above  we  submit  the  following  statistics  for  the  years  1ST1  and 
1870: 

Whole  number  studying  reading,  in  1871 3,  083 

Do do do 1870 2,914 


Increase 169 


Whole  number  writing,  in  1 871 2, 529 

Do do 1870 2,  509 


Increase , 20 

Whole  number  studying  mental  arithmetic,  in  1871 2,  207 

Do do do 1870 1,786 

Increase 421 


Whole  number  studying  written  arithmetic,  in  1871 1,  796 

Do do do 1870 1,797 


Loss 1 


Whole  number  studying  geography,  in  1871 1,  256 

Do do do 1870 887 


Increase 369 


Whole  number  studying  English  grammar,  in  1871 528 

Do do do 1870 500 

Increase 28 
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Whole  number  studying  United  States  history,  in  187 1 156 

Do do do do 1870 132 


Increase 24 


Whole  number  studying  algebra,  in  1871 33 

Do do ,do 1870 31 


Increase 


Whole  number  studying  composition  and  declamation,  in  1871  ....       857 
Do do do do 1870 373 


Increase 484 


Whole  number  practiced  singing,  in  1871 830 

Do do do 1870 322 


Increase 508 


The  only  excuse  that  can  be  offered  for  introducing  the  above  is  its  gen- 
eral neglect  in  the  schools  of  the  county.  However,  it  will  be  seen  that  a 
very  creditable  improvement  in  several  of  the  branches  has  been  made,  yet 
there  is  still  room  for  more.  It  is  hoped  that  the  teachers'  minds,  and  others 
most  interested,  have  been  fairly  turned  towards  this  very  important  subject, 
and  that  they  will  not  slacken  their  labors,  nor  cease  their  importunities, 
until  every  child  in  the  count}'  is  supplied  with  its  proper  mental  food  at 
its  due  time.  Until  then  we  cannot  hope  to  realize  our  cherished  expecta- 
tions in  the  cause  for  which  we  labor.  We  are  not  in  favor  of  OA^er-tasking 
or  over-working  the  juvenile  mind,  or  of  a  S3rstem  of  cramming  it,  for  in 
rimety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred  the  tendency  is  in  an  opposite  direction. 

Educational  work  done. — Seventeen  public  and  two  private  examinations 
were  held.  One  hundred  and  twenty-seven  applicants  were  examined ; 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  received  provisional  certificates  ;  thirteen  were 
rejected.  Two  professional  certificates  were  granted  during  the  winter. 
Forty-seven  directors  were  present  at  the  public  examinations,  and  about 
three  hundred  and  forty  citizens.  More  interest  was  manifested  at  the 
public  examinations  than  heretofore.  All  the  sckools'in  the  county  were 
visited  once  but  one,  and  all  would  have  been  visited  at  my  second  tour, 
had  they  been  open  at  the  time,  but  seven.  I  was  compelled  to  abandon 
visiting  the  latter  in  consequence  of  indisposition.  One  hundred  and  eighty 
visits  in  all  were  made  ;  average  time  spent  at  each  visit,  2.45  hours.  I  was 
accompanied  by  fifty-nine  directors,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  this  num- 
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ber  would  have  been  larger  had  all  secretaries  been  as  punctual  to  notify 
other  members  according  to  programmes  sent  them,  as  the  duties  of  their 
oflice  would  seem  to  enjoin  ;  however  this  duty  of  school  visitation  by  direc- 
tors is  yet  much  neglected,  and  likely  to  remain  so,  at  least  under  the  pre- 
sent regime  ;  there  is  a  want  here,  that,  in  our  humble  opinion,  can  only  be 
filled  by  measures  already  recommended  in  a  former  report.  Nearly  all  the 
directors  in  each  district,  except  in  one  or  two,  seem  to  be  sufficiently  in- 
terested in  the  progress  of  their  schools,  yet  they  think  they  cannot  afford 
the  time  necessary  for  their  proper  visitation. 

At  my  first  visit  I  usually  visited  about  three  schools  each  day,  pursuing 
the  usual  course  as  heretofore ;  with  this  exception,  of  giving  notice  to 
each  teacher,  that  at  a  second  visit  I  would  then  remain  half  a  day  in  each, 
and  at  that  time  would  either  make,  or  have  made,  an  examination  of  the 
school.  The  above  course  proved  to  be  quite  satisfactory.  Some  teachers, 
however,  were  pretty  well  convinced  that  they  had  made  too  great  haste 
to  get  through  the  books,  and,  in  some  instances,  such  acknowledgments 
were  made,  but  generally,  both  teachers  and  pupils  had  anticipated  our 
coming  to  some  purpose,  and  many  of  the  examinations  were  very  credit- 
able, indeed,  to  pupils  and  teachers,  and  would  have  done  no  discredit  to 
higher  institutions  of  learning. 

I'traveled  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-nine  miles  in  the  perform- 
ance of  official  duties ;  was  occupied  one  hundred  and  eighty  days,  and 
wrote  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  official  letters. 

The  County  Institute  convened  at  Mifflintown,  Tuesday,  December  13, 
1870,  and  continued  in  session  five  days.  It  was  the  most  successful  institute 
ever  held  in  the  county,  and  was  attended  by  ninety-three  of  the  actual  teach- 
ers ;  91.17  of  the  whole  engaged  at  the  time,  thirty-seven  honorary  members, 
about  twenty  of  which  were  school  directors.  Lectures  were  delivered  and 
instruction  given  by  Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools,  Professors  Henry  Carver,  Edward  Brooks,  J.  W.  Shoemaker,  Silas 
Wright.  The  institute  was  also  favored  with  addresses  by  the  legal  profes- 
sion of  the  place,  E.  S.  Doty  and  E.  D.  Parker,  Esqrs.  More  than  the  usual 
number  of  the  leading  teachers  of  the  county  took  an  active  part  in  the 
proceedings  and  contributed  to  the  interest  and  benefit  of  the  institute. 
The  attendance  of  citizens  of  this  place,  and  interest  manifested  by  them, 
was  better  than  ever  before  witnessed  in  the  count}-.  Editors,  ministers, 
hotel  keepers  and  citizens  have  our  hearty  thanks  for  their  cordiality  and 
kindness  during  the  session. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  again  tender  to  the  teachers,  school  directors  and 
friends  of  education  throughout  the  county  my  sincere  thanks  for  their 
hospitality  and  kindness  during  the  past  year  while  with  them  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  official  duties. 
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My  labors,  applied  to  examining  applicants,  visiting  schools  and  holding 
a  count}-  and  a  local  institute,  were  attended  with  a  success  uniform  with 
preceding  years.  There  are  many  indications  of  progress.  A  few  show 
an  opposite  result,  the  reasons  for  which  will  be  given  in  the  course  of 
this  report. 

Twenty-five  districts  made  advancement;  twelve  were  the  same  in  their 
condition  as  the  year  before ;  and  in  eight,  the  schools  were  not  as  good 
as  formerly. 

Among  the  foremost  progressive  districts,  Salisbury  and  Drumore  town- 
ahips  deserve  special  mention.  In  these,  the  directors  visited  regularty, 
and  impressed,  by  strict  attention  to  their  duties  and  by  suggestion  and 
advice,  upon  the  teachers  and  pupils  in  the  different  schools,  the  necessity 
of  progress.  Here,  also,  as  in  some  others,  the  teachers  were  paid  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  work  accomplished  during  the  term  or  the  mark  they  re- 
ceived from  the  County  Superintendent  in  the  practice  of  teaching.  This 
course  wherever  adopted  has  been  attended  with  the  best  results,  especially 
where  the  visitations  were  made  by  a  person  designated  for  the  purpose 
by  the  board,  by  reason  of  his  ability  to  discharge  such  a  dut}\  Others 
axe  fast  reaching  the  same  excellence  in  the  same  way. 

East  Lampeter  and  Conoy  townships  supplied  all  their  schools,  except 
the  primaries,  with  a  copy  of  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary. 

Twenty-two  new  houses  were  erected  in  the  county  cruring  the  year.  They 
are  generally  substantially  built,  but  not  always  large  enough  nor  arranged 
with  a  view  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  pupils.  We  still  find  some,  even 
lately  erected,  that  are  only  nine  feet  or  less  from  floor  to  ceiling,  and  in 
the  other  parts  too  contracted  for  a  well  regulated  school.  The  disposition 
is  much  too  general  to  put  up  school  buildings  not  sufficiently  well  adapted. 
We  are  gaining  ground  in  this  direction,  but  not  fast  enough  to  keep  pace 
with  the  enlightened  sentiment  of  the  day.  "  The  house  where  I  went  to 
school  was  only  so  large  "  we  hear  some  say,  citing  one  of  narrow  dimen- 
sions, "  and  those  that  are  now  built  need  not  be  larger,  for  the  children 
attending  school  now  are  not  any  better  than  those  of  our  youth."  Such 
individuals  do  not  think  that  the  same  objection  might  be  raised  against 
the  improved  appliances  in  the  shop  or  on  the  farm  ;  and  to  be  consistent 
iu  their  acts  they  should  all  their  life  time  remain  content  with  established 
ways.  The  supposed  saving  of  a  few  hundred  dollars  in  the  erection  of 
school  houses,  has  in  many  instances  made  them  of  a  secondary  order. — 
The  directors  of  Manor  township  built  a  good  brick  house,  thirty-six  feet 
long,  thirty-two  feet  wide  and  twelve  feet  from  floor  to  ceiling.  It  is  made 
of  the  best  material  and  constructed  in  the  best  manner.     It  is  located  on 
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a  fine,  large  piece  of  ground,  and  is  the  best  of  its  kind  in  the  county.  The 
board  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  community  for  this  act  of  public  spirit. 
After  it  was  finished,  an  educational  meeting  was  held  in  it,  at  which  ad- 
dresses were  made  by  State  Superintendent  Wickersham,  John  M.  Greider, 
Esq.,  and  the  County  Superintendent. 

The  board  of  Litiz  district  erected  a  two  story  brick  house,  fifty-six  feet 
long,  fifty-two  feet  wide,  and  twelve  feet  to  ceiling  from  first  floor,  and  thir- 
teen feet  from  second  floor  to  ceiling.  It  is  divided  into  two  rooms  on  the 
first  floor,  each  forty-two  feet  long  and  twenty-four  feet  wide.  It  is  large 
enough  for  four  schools.  But  the  number  of  children  not  being  sufficiently 
large  for  four  schools,  the  second  floor  will  be  used  for  a  hall  until  needed 
for  school  purposes. 

The  directors  acted  wisely  in  providing  ample  accommodations  in  ad- 
vance. Such  provision  is  not  frequently  enough  made.  The  house  is  sur- 
mounted by  a  belfry  and  bell.  It  is  situated  on  a  fine  lot,  of  good  size  and 
conveniently  located.  The  expense  to  the  district  in  erecting  it  was  eight 
thousand  dollars.  It  is  an  ornament  to  the  place,  and  shows  in  an  expres- 
sive manner  the  liberal  spirit  of  the  directors  and  citizens  of  this  place  of 
educational  blessings. 

The  house  built  in  Strasburg  borough,  is  complete  in  almost  everything 
belonging  to  a  school  building.  By  request,  the  following  description  of 
it  was  prepared  for  this  report  by  one  of  the  board  of  directors :  The  build- 
ing is  a  two  story  brick,  sixty-one  feet  long  and  forty-nine  feet  wide.  Un- 
der it  is  a  basement  eight  a  half  feet  high,  five  feet  of  which  being  above 
the  surface  of  the  immediately  surrounding  ground.  This  space  is  divided 
into  two  pla}-  rooms  for  the  children,  to  use  in  cold  or  wet  weather,  and  in 
which  is  fixed  one  of  Mershon's  largest  heaters  to  warm  the  entire  building. 
The  first  story  is  thirteen  feet  from  floor  to  ceiling,  and  contains,  exclusive 
of  front  and  back  vestibules,  two  school  rooms,  each  forty  feet  long  and 
twenty-three  feet  wide,  two  clothes  rooms,  one  recitation  room  and  a  direc- 
tors' room,  eighteen  feet  long  and  ten  feet  wide.  The  latter  is  papered  and 
carpeted.  The  second  story  is  fourteen  feet  in  height,  and  is  divided  into 
two  school  rooms  of  the  same  extent  as  those  on  the  first  floor,  one  large 
recitation  room,  which  can  be  divided  when  necessary,  two  clothes  rooms, 
two  teacher's  closets,  and  a  room  for  the  principal.  The  school  rooms  on 
each  story  are  divided  by  a  partition  of  panneled  frame  work  four  feet  deep 
below,  thence  glazed  sash  to  ceiling ;  the  whole  hung  on  weights  so  that  it 
may  be  raised  at  the  opening  exercises  of  school  and  at  public  meetings, 
each  room  thus'  making  a  hall  of  forty-six  feet  in  length  and  forty  feet  in 
tvidtb. 

There  are  inside  folding  blinds  on  all  the  windows,  and  all  the  walls  are 
wainscoted  with  Florida  yellow  pine,  oiled,  presenting  a  handsome  appear- 
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ance.  The  floors  are  laid  with  yellow  pine  boards  an  inch  and  a  quarter 
thick.  There  is  access  to  all  rooms  from  one  front  door,  and  to  those  on 
the  first  floor  from  back  door  also,  a  portico  being  placed  over  each.  There 
is  a  three  hundred  pound  bell-metal  bell  on  it.  A  brick  pavement  extends 
around  the  building  and  through  thej'ard  to  the  pump  and  out-house.  The 
house  is  furnished  with  Andrews'  patent  gothic  desks  of  sizes  to  suit  differ- 
ent grades  of  the  school,  and  first  class  desks  for  teachers.  Seats  are  now 
provided  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  pupils,  leaving  room  for  one  hundred 
more.  The  Lancaster  school  mottoes  are  in  all  the  rooms.  Mitchell's  out- 
line maps,  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary,  and  globes  are  in  all  the 
schools  but  the  lowest  primaries.  A  Lippincott's  Gazetteer  is  provided  for 
use  in  the  rooms  on  the  second  floor.  A  good  eight-day  clock  is  in  every 
school,  the  best  quality  time  regulator  having  been  secured  for  the  high 
school. 

No  part  of  the  building  was  erected  \inder  contract.  It  was  designed 
and  erected  by  Messrs.  A.  M.  Herr  and  C.  Bachman,  a  committee  of  the 
board,  who  performed  this  additional  duty  without  charge.  The  cost  of 
erection,  grounds  and  fencing  was  nearly  $12,000.  A  few  of  the  board  ar- 
ranged a  series  of  lectures  and  entertainments  in  the  town  hall  during  the 
winter,  and  from  the  proceeds  purchased  a  Prince's  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollar  organ.  They  intend  to  adopt  the  same  measure  next  year  and  apply 
the  proceeds  to  the  purchase  of  a  school  library.  The  house  was  formally 
opened  by  a  meeting  which  was  addressed  by  the  State  Superintendent, 
and  in  which  several  of  the  clergymen  took  part. 

The  board  was  fortunate  in  pushing  to  completion  this  most  excellent 
school  enterprise,  and  equally  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  Mr.  William  C. 
Shuman  as  principal  of  the  combined  schools.  He,  in  conjunction  with  his 
faithful  assistants,  has  already  given  the  schools  such  a  reputation  among 
the  citizens  of  the  place  and  surrounding  country,  and  an  impetus  of  pro- 
gress that  will  long  endure.  There  was  a  larger  enrolment  of  pupils,  a 
more  regular  attendance — the  average  for  the  term  being  ninetj^-four  per 
centum — and  much  better  order  than  formerly.  In  their  present  organiza- 
tion a  number  of  additional  branches  can  be  introduced  as  soon  as  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  schools  will  be  such  that  their  need  will  become  evident 
and  time  allow.  A  class  in  algebra  and  one  in  Latin  have  already  been 
formed.  The  principal  superintends  the  whole  building,  has  charge  of  some 
of  the  classes,  and  gives  instruction  in  a  general  way  in  vocal  music,  object 
lessons  and  drawing  in  the  lower  departments.  Schools  organized  in  this 
way  do  the  cause  a  double  good,  in  that  they  afford  the  locality  in  which 
they  exist,  and  the  surrounding  community,  higher  and  better  instruction 
and  facilities  to  those  wishing  to  teach  to  qualify  themselves  properly  for  it. 

The  high  school  at  Marietta,  taught  by  Mr.  f.  S.  Geist,  is  also  in  excel- 
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lent  condition.  The  fact  that  there  is  no  private  nor  select  school  in  the 
place  indicates  the  uniform  confidence  and  support  given  it  by  the  citizens. 
The  good  character  of  the  school  will  be  best  seen  by  giving  the  number  of 
classes  and  studies  pursued  in  it  during  the  last  term.  They  were  as  fol- 
lows :  Spelling,  one  ;  reading,  two  ;  mental  arithmetic,  two  ;  written  arith- 
metic, two  ;  geography,  two  ;  grammar,  two  ;  geometry,  one  ;  composition, 
two  ;  writing,  one  ;  algebra,  one  ;  botany,  one  ;  natural  philosophy,  one  ; 
physiology,  one  ;  German,  one  ;  Latin,  one  ;  French,  one. 

The  greatest  defect  in  the  schools  of  the  latter  place  exists  in  their 
having  too  many  buildings.  One  or  two  houses,  at  most,  on  the  union  plan, 
would  add  very  greatty  to  their  efficiency. 

A  great  improvement  should  be  made  in  the  primary  schools  of  the 
county.  A  wrong  sentiment  prevails  regarding  the  needs  of  such  schools. 
I  have  been  endeavoring  the  last  few  years  to  make  some  changes  in  the 
course  of  instruction  hitherto  pursued  in  this  class  of  schools.  My  success 
has  been  but  partial.  There  is,  however,  more  oral  teaching  now  and  ob- 
ject lessons.  More  drawing  and  vocal  music,  by  note,  are  now  introduced 
into  some.  A  proper  course  of  instruction  in  these  and  in  the  lower  classes 
of  our  mixed  schools  will  be  the  means  of  securing  much  better  results  in 
all  our  schools,  and  especially  in  those  of  the  higher  grade. 

The  following  are  necessities  for  a  successful  primary  school : 

1.  A  first-class  teacher,  qualified  both  by  nature  and  acquirement  to 
teach. 

2.  A  proper  course  of  instruction. 

3.  A  large  share  of  oral  instruction  in  lessons  and  on  objects. 

4.  Drawing  and  vocal  music,  by  note. 

5.  A  proper  supply  of  apparatus,  drawings,  pictures,  &c,  to  give  instruc- 
tion through  the  eye. 

The  County  Institute  was  well  attended,  and  on  the  whole,  quite  success- 
ful. A  local  one,  for  the  townships  in  the  north-eastern  part  of  the  county, 
was  held  at  Fairville.  '  It  lasted  two  days.  The  number  of  teachers  in  at- 
tendance was  not  large  ;  but  those  that  were  there  took  an  active  interest 
in  the  exercises  and  expressed  themselves  well  satisfied.  Much  good  was 
done  besides  that  to  teachers.  At  the  close,  three  clergymen  expressed 
their  approval  of  the  meeting  and  exercises  in  a  very  encouraging  way. 

At  examinations  and  visitations,  teachers  were  advised  to  give  special  at- 
tention to  improvement  in  the  following  things  : 

1.  To  make  a  better  classification  in  the  schools. 

2.  To  have  primary  classes  in  arithmetic,  geography  and  grammar,  and 
to  instruct  them  without  the  use  of  a  text-book. 

3.  To  give  prominence  to  spelling,  reading,  grammar  and  written  arith- 
metic. 

8  School  Rep. 
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4.  To  be  attentive  to  analysis,  and  connected  explanations,  with  full  and 
correct  wording  in  the  process,  at  recitations. 

5.  To  make  an  effort  that  the  advanced  class,  at  the  close  of  the  terra, 
shall  be  master  of  all  the  branches  required  to  be  taught ;  especially  so,  if 
the  pupils  have  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 

6.  To  give  object  lessons,  drawing  lessons  and  instruction  in  the  princi- 
ples of  vocal  music. 

7-  To  stud}r  and  read  more  works  on  the  theorj-  and  practice  of  teaching. 

The  following  are  the  chief  obstacles  in  the  way  of  improvement : 

1st.  An  indifferent  educational  and  school  sentiment.  There  are  some 
districts  that  make  very  slow  progress.  The  schools  here,  though  ad- 
vancing, are  far  from  affording  proper  instruction.  Grammar  and  geogra- 
phy receive  very  little  attention,  and  the  other  branches  are  studied  only 
until  the  children  can  spell,  read  and  cipher  with  some  facility.  Where 
there  are  any  children  who  wish  to  study  all  the  branches,  there  is  a  chance 
for  sure  improvement  in  the  schools  ;  for  in  that  case,  the  directors  are  com- 
pelled to  secure  teachers  who  are  sufficiently  well  qualified  to  give  instruc- 
tion in  them  ;  but  where  there  is  a  general  apathy,  the  advance  is  slow. 
How  to  create  an  educational  life  in  these,  is  a  subject  worthy  of  our  atten- 
tion. There  are  not  local  teachers  enough  to  fill  them,  and  the  salary  is  too 
low  to  induce  strangers  to  apply.  A  home  supply  cannot  be  produced  but 
by  thorough  instruction.  The  correction  may  be  made  in  this  way.  There 
are  now  localities  in  everjr  district  where  teachers  are  sought  that  stand 
above  the  common  level.  These  often  give  life  and  method  to  tbe  whole 
district.  The  difficulty  will  be  eventually  overcome  by  satisfying  this  local 
demand,  but  only  fully  by  establishing  the  district  superintendency.  In 
the  absence  of  this  agency,  it  would  be  well  for  the  State  to  offer  induce- 
ments to  first  class  teachers  to  accept  positions  in  such  places.  Five  years 
of  good  instruction  will  effect  a  great  change. 

2d.  Irregular  attendance,  want  of  visitation,  &c. 

3d.  Favoritism  in  the  selection  of  teachers. 

4th.  Political  influences.  This  evil  is  great  in  some  districts,  where  the 
parties  try  to  gain  and  hold  power  by  a  reduction  of  taxes.  The  conse- 
quence is  low  salaries,  poor  houses  and  furniture,  scant  apparatus  and 
poor  schools. 

5th.  Not  enough  local  school  pride. 

€th.  Not  co-operation  enough  among  school  agencies. 

7th.  Too  much  indulgence  to  unprogressive  teachers. 

I  would  again  suggest  that  a  portion  of  the  yearly  State  appropriation  to 
the  separate  districts  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  apparatus  and  a  school 
library.  Teachers  ought  to  have  access  to  books  on  teaching,  and  every 
year  ought  to  be  able  to  give  the  substance  of  one  additional  work  on  that 
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subject.  Then  possessing  a  knowledge  of  the  leading  school  literature,  the 
best  methods  of  teaching  the  different  branches,  and  adding  to  these  posses- 
sions a  knowledge  of  physiology,  mental  and  moral  philosophy,  they  may 
with  reason  claim  that  theirs  is  a  profession  resting  on  a  solid  foundation. 
I  return  many  thanks  for  the  general  co-operation  and  many  kindnesses 
I  received  in  m}7  arduous  labors. 


LAWRENCE  COUNTY.— William  N.  Aiken. 

Another  year  of  prosperity  and  fruitfulness  has  passed,  and  we  are  again 
required  to  note  the  progress  and  development  of  our  common  schools. 
Evidences  of  improvement  can  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  directors  and 
patrons  are  becoming  more  interested  in  the  welfare  of  our  schools  ;  more 
attention  is  paid  to  the  selection  of  teachers  ;  new  houses  are  being  built, 
and  school  property  repaired. 

Six  new  houses  have  been  built  in  the  following  districts  :  One  in  Big 
Beaver ;  one  in  Mahoning ;  one  in  Shenango ;  one  in  Little  Beaver,  a  sub- 
stantial brick  building,  two  stories  high,  containing  two  good  school  rooms, 
cost  §2,500;  two  in  Wilmington,  one  of  which  is  a  fine  two  story  brick 
building,  with  wing  10  by  25  feet,  containing  four  good  school  rooms,  each 
24  by  28  feet  in  the  clear,  ceiling  12  feet.  Three  of  these  rooms  were  occupied 
by  schools  which  were  in  successful  operation  during  the  winter  term.  The 
building  presents  a  fine  appearance  and  is  an  ornament  to  the  village  of  New 
Wilmington.  Cost  of  both  houses  $6,100.  In  the  three  districts  first  men- 
tioned, frame  buildings  were  erected  at  an  average  cost  of  about  $1,000. 
The  cost  of  all  the  buildings,  $11,400.  Over  $3,000  have  been  expended  in 
repairs,  making  an  aggregate  expenditure  of  about  $15,000  for  building 
and  repairing  during  the  year.  In  a  few  instances  the  school  grounds  have 
been  enclosed  by  a  neat  fence,  and  the  necessary  out-buildings  erected.  We 
noted  improiements  in  this  particular  in  Flain  Grove,  Mahoning  and  First 
ward,  New  Castle  city. 

Such  improvements  have  a  healthy  influence  upon  the  schools,  and  it  is 
hoped  directors  and  friends  of  our  schools  will  give  more  attention  to  beau- 
tifying the  surroundings  of  our  schools  and  making  them  more  attractive 
to  pupils.  In  the  erection  of  school  houses  suitable  locations  should  be 
selected,  and  special  attention  should  be  given  that  the  rooms  be  of  suffi 
cient  size,  well  ventilated,  comfortably  seated,  provided  with  plenty  of  good 
black-board  surface  and  ample  space  for  class  recitations.  This  last  is  almost 
entirely  over-looked  in  our  school  rooms. 

Fourteen  houses  have  been  reported  unfit  for  use,  and  five  of  these  are  in  one 
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township.  In  a  short  time  it  is  expected  that  these  houses  will  be  among  the 
"things  that  Weie,"  and  that  comfortable  buildings  will  be  erected  in  their 
stead.  Wilmington  takes  the  lead  in  good  houses,  all  of  which  are  brick 
buildings  and  in  excellent  condition.  A  number  of  other  districts  follow 
in  close  succession.  Most  of  the  schools  are  supplied  with  out-line  maps, 
many  with  globes  and  charts.  Sufficient  black-board  surface  is  wanting  in 
many  of  our  schools,  and  the  attention  of  the  proper  authorities  is  called 
to  this  fact,  so  that  this  hindrance  to  the  efficiency  of  our  schools  may  be 
removed  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Six  new  schools  have  been  opened  during  the  j-ear.  One  in  Big  Beaver, 
which  has  been  kept  up  till  the  present  time  by  the  Wampum  furnace  com- 
pany ;  one  in  Little  Beaver;  one  in  Mahoning;  one  in  First  ward,  and  one 
in  Second  ward,  New  Castle. 

Five  schools  have  been  graded  during  the  year.  There  are  now  thirtj^- 
five  graded  schools,  twenty  of  which  are  in  the  city  of  New  Castle. 

EDUCATIONAL  WORK  DONE  BY  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Twenty-two  public  examinations  were  held,  at  which  two  hundred  and 
sixteen  applicants  presented  themselves  for  examination.  One  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  were  females  and  eighty-seven  males.  Of  these,  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  received  provisional  certificates,  and  thirty-three  were  re- 
jected. Fifty-four  had  never  taught.  Average  grade  of  certificate  about 
same  as  last  year,  2L  Fifty-five  directors,  and  a  respectable  number  of 
citizens,  attended  the  examinations.  Sixteen  professional  certificates 
were  renewed,  most  of  them  without  re-examination,  after  having  satisfied 
m3'self  of  their  qualifications  l\y  personal  observation  in  the  school  room. 
No  new  professional  certificates  were  issued,  except  to  those  holding 
them  before.  About  twenty  professional  certificates,  and  three  permanent 
ones,  are  held  in  the  cotmty.  As  over  two-thirds  of  the  districts  commence 
their  school  term  early  in  the  fall,  it  is  thought  that  it  would  suit  teachers, 
directors  and  people  better  to  hold  the  examinations  in  the  early  part  of  sum- 
mer: Now  we  are  obliged  to  hold  them  during  the  warm  season  of  the 
year.  It  would  give  teachers  more  time  to  make  application  for  situations, 
and  directors  a  better  opportunity  to  select  good  teachers.  We  make  this 
suggestion  and  will  hold  it  under  consideration. 

Visitations. — All  the  schorls  were  visited  during  the  winter  term  except 
four,  which  closed  before  the  end  of  the  term,  or  the}'  would  have  been 
reached  in  time.  Two  of  these  were  in  Mahoning,  one  in  Little  Beaver,  and 
one  in  Pulaski,  which  was  not  open  during  the  winter  term.  Thirty  were 
visited  twice.  Two  hundred  and  sixteen  visits  were  made  to  schools,  each 
visit  averaging  over  one  hour  and  a  half.  Only  two  schools  were  visited  in 
a  day,  spending  a  half  day,  as  near  as  circumstances  would  permit,  in  each 
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school.  We  wished  to  see  the  working  of  the  school,  the  method  of  con- 
ducting recitations,  modes  of  government,  classification,  &c,  and  then  make 
such  suggestions  to  teachers  as  we  thought  advisable.  The  object  of  each 
visit  ought  to  be  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  school,  and  encourage  both 
teacher  and  pupil  in  their  work.  In  every  district  the  Superintendent  was 
accompanied  by  directors,  and  in  several  by  the  entire  board  ;  in  most  of 
them  a  majority  of  the  board  was  with  us.  All  are  willing,  if  advised  in 
time,  to  encourage  Superintendent  and  school  by  their  presence.  Directors 
should  not  neglect  this  important  duty  of  visiting  the  schools,  one  that  is 
required  by  law.  Sixty-two  directors  accompanied  us  in  our  visitations, 
and  a  few  patrons  were  met  in  the  schools. 

County  Institute. — The  County  Institute  was  held  in  New  Castle,  com- 
mencing October  3 1 ,  and  continued  in  session  five  days.  There  was  a  large  at- 
tendance of  teachers,  larger  than  the  previous  year,  being  about  one  for  every 
school,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  teachers.  Much  practical  good  resulted 
from  this  meeting.  Our  best  and  most  successful  teachers  are  those  who 
attend  and  take  an  active  part  in  the  exercises  of  the  institute.  Good 
teachers  will  always  be  found  at  such  meetings,  and  more  encouragement 
should  be  given  to  teachers  by  directors  to  attend. 

Prof.  S.  R.  Thompson,  of  West  Virginia,  Prof.  J.  A.  Cooper,  of  Eciin- 
boro'  State  Normal  school,  and  Mrs.  A.  T.  Randall,  of  Oswego,  New  York, 
were  in  attendance  during  the  week  as  instructors.  We  are  also  indebted 
to  Henry  Houck,  Deputy  State  Superintendent,  Rev.  J.  W.  Bain  and  Dr. 
G.  C.  Vincent,  for  their  presence  and  words  of  instruction.  Evening  lec- 
tures weie  delivered  by  Prof.  S.  R.  Thompson,  Rev.  J.  W.  Bain  and  Prof.  J. 
A.  Cooper.  A  good  feeling  prevailed  throughout  the  sessions,  and  all  seemed 
to  enjoy  the  exercises,  and  went  away  stimulated  and  strengthened  for  their 
work. 

Westminster  College  is  doing  a  good  work  in  the  education  of  the  3'outh. 
A  number  of  teachers  yearly  attend  this  institution.  Select  schools  were 
taught  in  the  early  part  of  summer  in  Harlansburg,  Enon  Valley  and  New 
Castle.  Harlansburg  school  has  been  open  during  the  year.  Some  of  our 
teachers  attend  these  schools.  Many  of  them  show  a  commendable  zeal  in 
their  preparation  for  the  work  of  teaching. 

District  Supervision. — Our  schools  need  a  closer  supervision  than  can  be 
given  by  the  Superintendent.  There  appears  to  be  a  necessity  for  local 
supervision  of  our  schools.  We  would  be  glad  to  see  this  introduced  into 
our  county  to  test  its  working.  What  district  or  township  will  take  the 
lead  in  this  direction  ? 

In  order  to  make  our  schools  more  efficient,  we  want  longer  school  terms 
and  better  salaries  paid  ;  then  we  can  secure  a  higher  grade  of  teachers. 
Teachers  should  be  paid  in  proportion  to  their  qualifications  and  ability  in 
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the  management  of  schools.  Too  many  inexperienced  teachers  are  employed 
during  the  winter  term  of  school. 

School  Examinations — In  our  report  last  year  the  good  effect  of  holding 
public  examinations  at  the  close  of  the  term  was  mentioned.  The  number 
of  schools  which  closed  with  such  examinations  has  not  been  ascertained 
by  the  Superintendent.  Many  of  our  schools  closed  with  examinations,  and 
some,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  omitted  them  where  they  had  been  usually  ob- 
served. A  full  report  of  the  closing  of  the  schools  of  each  district  should 
be  forwarded  to  the  County  Superintendent  at  the  end  of  the  term. 

Office  for  Superintendent. — The  county  commissioners  have  fitted  up  a 
convenient  and  pleasant  room  in  the  court  house  for  the  use  of  the  County 
Superintendent.  For  their  promptness  in  this  matter,  when  presented  to 
them,  our  thanks  are  due. 

We  express  our  thanks  to  directors,  teachers,  citizens  and  pupils  for  their 
kindness  and  hospitality;  and  again  ask  for  the  hearty  co-operation  and 
encouragement  of  all  the  friends  of  our  common  schools. 


LEBANON  COUNTY.— William  G.  Lehman. 

Comparing  the  statistics  of  the  year  just  past  with  those  of  the  preceding 
years,  abundant  reason  for  congratulation  may  be  found  in  the  continued 
prosperity  of  the  schools,  and  in  the  progress  made.  But  while  assured 
that  we  are  progressing  favorably,  evidence  is  not  wanting  to  show  that 
much  remains  to  be  done  before  all  our  schools  will  effectually  answer  the 
purposes  for  which  they  are  designed — the  education  of  all  classes.  Until 
then,  let  us  work  and  wait  patiently. 

A  very  gratifying  change  has  been  made  in  the  construction  of  school 
houses.  Twelve,  in  all,  have  been  erected  in  various  districts  of  the  county 
within  the  year  :  three  in  Mill  Creek  ;  three  in  Union  ;  one  in  Jackson  ;  two 
in  South  Lebanon  ;  one  in  North  Lebanon  ;  one  in  Londonderry,  and  one 
in  Lebanon  borough.  All  the  above,  both  in  st}de  and  finish,  are  greatly 
superior  to  the  dilapidated  structures  which  they  have  replaced.  They  are 
substantially  built,  are  well  furnished,  have  ample  facilities  for  ventilation, 
and  are  provided  with  all  the  modern  conveniences.  Great  credit  is  due 
the  directors  of  these  several  districts  for  the  liberal  spirit  shown  in  these 
particulars.  The  aggregate  cost  of  these  twelve  buildings,  together  with 
grounds  and  fixtures,  is  about  forty  thousand  dollars.  The  building  in  the 
borough  of  Lebanon  is  designed  for  a  high  school  and  grammar  schools. 
It  is  two  stories  in  height,  and  has  four  main  rooms  and  one  recitation  room 
on  each  floor.     This  building  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  occupancy  by  the 
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beginning  of  next  term,  and  when  completed  will  be  one  of  the  finest  struc- 
tures in  Lebanon. 

By  referring  to  the  table  of  statistics  it  will  be  seen  that  many  of  the 
school  houses  are  unfit  for  use.  Some  are  cold  and  cheerless ;  others  are 
too  small ;  in  some  the  ceiling  is  too  low ;  a  few  are  so  dilapidated  as  to  be 
unsafe;  while  man}'  are  deficient  in  facilities  for  ventilation,  and  have  little 
oir  no  play  ground  except  the  adjoining  highway. 

Salary. — The  salaries  in  many  of  the  districts  have  been  increased  and 
graded.  By  this  method  our  good  teachers  are  rewarded  and  encouraged. 
Owing  to  some  opposition  manifested  to  this  plan  on  the  part  of  a  few  di- 
rectors, four  districts  still  pay  equal  salaries  to  all  their  teachers,  regardless 
of  qualifications  or  skill.  Much  of  the  incentive  to  progress  is  taken  away 
when  he  who  has  scarcely  mastered  his  letters  in  teaching  is  made  equal 
with  him  who  has  made  the  art  his  study  for  years.  It  is  admitted  that  a 
few  minor  objections  may  be  brought  to  bear  against  the  adoption  of  a 
grade  in  salaries ;  but  on  the  other  hand  the  advantages  that  invariably 
follow  its  adoption  are  so  great  as  to  overbalance  any  opposition  that  may 
be  urged  against  it.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  best  methods  of  encouraging 
skilled  labor.  Teachers  are  usually  found  better  prepared  and  of  higher 
standing  in  districts  where  a  grade  has  been  adopted  than  in  others.  It 
may  also  be  said  that  the  most  and  the  best  work  is  accomplished  in  the 
districts  having  graded  salaries.  In  view  of  these  facts  we  can  not  too 
strongly  urge  the  immediate  adoption  of  a  grade  in  every  district. 

Classification. — By  referring  to  the  statistics  of  this  year  it  may  be  seen 
that  we  still  have  many  "schools  not  well  classified."  It  might  be  inferred 
from  this  either  that  teachers  were  not  efficient,  or  that  no  attempt  at  classi- 
fication in  such  cases  had  been  made  by  teachers  and  Superintendent.  The 
difficulty  lies  in  the  fact  that  although  a  uniform  series  of  text-books  has 
been  nominally  adopted  in  each  of  the  districts,  yet  in  many  the  books  have 
not  been  introduced  into  the  schools.  Teachers  are  alwa}7s  assisted  in  the 
classification  of  the  schools  in  their  charge  whenever  occasion  requires,  or 
text-books  will  permit.  All  the  schools  in  the  county  are  well  classified  in 
reading,  orthography  and  mental  arithmetic;  but  in  some  other  branches, 
prominent  among  which  are  written  arithmetic,  geography  and  grammar, 
there  are  still  seventy  "schools  not  well  classified."  This  deficiency  is  a 
great  drawback  to  these  schools,  and  it  is  the  official  duty  of  directors  to 
apply  the  remedy. 

Teachers. — It  will  be  seen  also  by  the  statistics  that  the  "number  teach- 
ing who  have  had  no  experience"  is  becoming  gradually  less,  while  the 
number  of  those  who  have  "taught  more  than  five  years"  is  annually  in- 
creasing. This  shows  a  desirable  advance  in  the  profession,  and  is  mainly 
attributable  to  the  fixing  of  a  grade  in  teachers'  salaries.     It  may  also  be 
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seen  that  the  "number  teaching  who  attended  a  State  Normal  school"  is 
yearl}'  becoming  larger.  No  better  evidence  of  the  advantages  of  Normal 
schools,  and  of  the  good  accomplished  by  them,  could  be  desired  than  the 
success  achieved  by  the  great  majority  of  those  who  have  been  in  attend- 
ance at  these  institutions. 

More  substantial  improvement  has  been  noticed  during  the  past  session 
in  methods  of  teaching  emplo3Ted,  classification  and  government  than  in 
any  previous  year  of  our  administration.  This  happy  result  is  owing,  in 
a  great  measure,  to  the  fact  that  all  teachers,  before  receiving  a  certificate, 
must  have  studied  some  work  on  the  theory  of  teaching. 

"  The  Lebanon  Female  Seminary,"  formerly  an  institution  of  some  note 
in  Lebanon  borough,  has  been  discontinued,  and  its  property  given  into 
the  hands  of  the  school  board.  Nearly  all  who  were  formerly  pupils  at 
this  institution  are  now  in  attendance  at  our  common  schools,  and  very 
favorable  opinions  of  their  progress  are  expressed  by  the  new  patrons.  This 
is  an  additional  evidence  that  the  common  schools  are  winning  favor. 

WORK   BY    THE    SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations. — Seventeen  public  and  two  private  examinations  were  held. 
One  hundred  and  ninety-nine  candidates  were  examined,  of  whom  twenty- 
one  were  rejected.  One  hundred  and  seventy-four  provisional  and  twelve 
professional  certificates  were  issued,  six  of  the  latter  b}r  renewal.  No  pri- 
vate examinations  arc  held,  except  at  the  written  request  of  at  least  three 
directors. 

Visitation. — Four  hundred  and  six  visits  were  made.  All  the  schools 
were  visited  twice,  and  a  large  number  from  three  to  five  times.  In  this 
connection  we  repeat  what  was  said  in  our  former  reports — the  visits  of  the 
County  Superintendent  are  undoubtedly  useful  as  a  stimulus,  but  without 
the  aid  of  local  supervision  much  of  the  time  and  energy  expended  \>y  him 
are  lost.  For,  however  applicable  his  suggestions  and  instructions  to  teach- 
ers and  pupils  may  be,  the  length  of  time  necessarily  intervening  between 
visits  prevents  the  possibility  of  following  up  and  directing  the  remedies 
suggested,  or  of  carrying  out  needed  reforms.  It  is  evident,  therefore, 
that  a  great  manjT  valuable  opportunities  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools 
are  permitted  to  pass  by,  only  because  there  is  a  weakness  in  the  system 
at  this  point. 

Institutes  and  educational  meetings  were  held  in  several  districts  of  the 
county.  These  were  generally  well  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and 
citizens. 

WORK    DONE    BY    OTHER   AGENCIES. 

County  Institute. — As  stated  in  one  of  our  monthly  reports  to  the  School 
Department,  every  teacher  employed  at  the  time  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
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county  was  in  attendance.  Some  of  the  best  "  institute  lecturers  "  had 
been  engaged  and  most  of  the  work  was  of  a  very  practical  nature.  Direc- 
tors were  present,  on  the  day  specially  set  apart  for  them,  in  large  num- 
bers ;  some  of  whom  took  an  active  part  In  the  discussion  of  questions  re- 
lating to  their  duties  and  responsibilities.  All  but  one  board  had  pre- 
viously manifested  their  zeal  in  the  cause  by  granting. time  for  the  attend- 
ance of  their  teachers.  Citizens  in  large  numbers,  from  all  parts  of  the 
county,  were  in  daily  attendance.  Thus  the  same  means  b}r  which  teachers 
are  benefited,  is  educating  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  common  school 
cause. 

Swatara  Collegiate  Institute  has  lately  been  re-organized  under  the  super- 
vision of  Prof.  E.  J.  Koons.  The  institute  has  been  started  with  an  en- 
couraging number  of  students.  Lebanon  Valley  College,  Palatinate  Col- 
lege and  Palm3Tra  academy  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  In  all  of  the 
above  institutions  a  number  of  young  persons  are  being  trained  with  a 
view  of  becoming  teachers. 

NEEDED    REFORMS. 

It  is  a  matter  quite  clear  to  all  who  have  made  our  school  system  a  study, 
that  one  of  its  weakest  points  is  found  in  the  district  organization.  The 
present  condition  of  our  schools  demands  a  more  vigilant  care  and  a  more 
vigorous  local  administration  than  are  now  afforded.  The  great  defect  is  a 
want  of  more  systematic  local  supervision.  Our  schools  need  more  fre- 
quent visitation.  Hence  a  new  provision,  calculated  to  remedy  this  defect, 
is  needed ;  and  hence  too,  the  importance  of  the  district  superintendency 
should  not  be  overlooked.  Schools  are  sometimes  in  operation  for  months, 
and  some  even  an  entire  session,  without  the  visit  of  a  single  local  school 
officer.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  negligence  may  exist,  and  school  pro- 
perty be  injured  or  destroyed  without  theknowledge  of  the  board. 

It  is  true,  schools  are  occasionally,  in  a  few  districts,  visited  monthly  b, 
directors ;  but  these  visits  are  still  too  infrequent  and  without  the  requisite 
order  or  system.  Little  inquiry  is  made  with  respect  to  the  methods  of 
teaching  employed,  government,  classification,  progress  or  wants  of  the 
school.  The  necessity  for  assistance  in  this  particular  becomes  the  more 
apparent,  when  we  reflect,  that  it  cannot  be  expected  that  directors  should 
spend  the  greater  part  of  their  time  in  the  schools. 

It  seems  evident,  therefore,  that  under  the  present  system  little  can  be 
done  to  place  the  schools  upon  a  more  thorough,  working  basis,  and  that 
for  the  purpose  of  building  up  and  constantly  improving  them  local  officers 
should  be  appointed,  specially  to  visit  schools  and  co-operate  with  directors, 
teachers  and  the  Superintendent.  By  such  officers  all  the  best  methods  and 
most  advanced  principles  could  be  not  only  suggested,  but  instituted  and 
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carried  into  effect.  It  would  add  greatly  to  the  strength  of  the  system  and 
meet  a  real  want  now  existing.  Other  apparent  imperfections,  short  term, 
poor  teachers,  low  wages,  want  of  apparatus,  etc.,  would  gradually  give 
way  to  this  additional  power.  Therefore,  instead  of  constantly  giving 
prominence  to  minor  defects,  let  us  unite  in  requesting  the  means  by  which 
all  may  be  gradually,  yet  surely  remedied. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY— E.  J.  Young. 

The  present  }-ear  new  school  buildings  were  put  up  in  the  following  dis- 
tricts, viz:  South  Whitehall,  1 ;  Hanover,  1  ;  Whitehall,  1  ;  Lower  Ma- 
cungie,  1  ;  Upper  Macungie,  2;  North  Whitehall,  1  ;  Washington,  2;  and 
Lowhill,  2,  all  of  which  are  brick,  with  the  exception  of  those  in  Lowhill, 
which  are  frame.  The  first  strictly  rural  graded  school  is  found  in  White- 
hall district,  and  has  been  very  successful.  The  house  was  built  the  present 
year,  and  is  known  b}r  the  name  of  "Steckel's  school  house."  It  is  about 
82  by  GO  feet,  well  built,  and  all  the  rooms  furnished  with  patent  desks.  It 
is  located  at  the  edge  of  a  beautiful  grove,  (midway  between  Allentown  and 
Catasauqua,  which  places  are  three  miles  apart,)  and  is  an  honor  to  the  en- 
terprising board.  The  new  school  house  at  Griesemersville,  in  South  White- 
hall, is  worthy  of  mention,  as  are  also  those  ei*ected  in  Hanover,  at  East 
Catasauqua,  in  Washington  and  in  North  Whitehall,  all  of  which  are  fur- 
nished with  patent  desks.  The  ones  in  Upper  and  Lower  Macungie  are 
substantial  buildings,  but  are  not  furnished  with  patent  desks.  The  one 
erected  in  North  Whitehall  is  very  appropriately  named  the  "Model  School," 
on  account  of  its  convenience  and  superior  finish.  We  can  heartily  recom- 
mend this  building  as  a  "model"  to  directors  in  other  districts,  who  are 
about  putting  up  new  school  houses. 

The  subjoined  synopsis  is  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  schools 
and  the  working  of  the  school  system  in  the  several  districts,  in  alphabeti- 
cal order  ;  but  our  descriptions  will  necessarily  be  concise. 

CdTqsaiKjua. — This  thriving  borough  of  6,000  inhabitants  supports  19 
schools,  which  average  about  44  scholars  each.  The  system  works  to  great 
satisfaction,  and  the  "machinery"  adopted  to  accomplish  that  which  ever}' 
school  board  is  legally  bound  to  do,  namely,  to  secure  good  schools,  is  sim- 
pler and  more  successful  than  in  any  other  district  in  the  county.  Much 
of  this  progress  is  due  to  the  efforts  of  that  prince  of  school  officers,  Col. 
M.  II.  Horn.  The  best  scholars  among  the  graduates  of  the  high  school 
are  selected  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  schools,  thus  educating  her  own  sons 
and  daughters  for  the  responsible  position  of  teachers.     There  are  no  better 
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schools  in  the  county  than  are  found  in  Catasanqua.  The  teachers  are 
well  educated,  active  and  are  classed  among  the  live  teachers  of  the  day. 
The  board  is  very  efficient,  and  all  praise  is  due  them  for  the  progress  of 
educational  matters  in  the  district.  Two  ex-teachers  are  members  of  the 
board. 

Co  pi  ay  Borough. — This  is  a  new  district,  but  her  schools  will  compare 
favorably  with  the  best.  The  teachers  belong  to  the  progressive  class. 
Some  members  of  the  board  are  men  of  education. 

Emaus  Borough — -This  Moravian  borough  has  always  taken  an  interest 
in  popular  education,  and  supports  two  schools  during  six  months,  and  a 
subscription  school  for  three  months  in  the  year.  When  the  board  gets 
good,  efficient  teachers,  it  retains  their  services.  The  schools  are  in  a  credit- 
able condition,  and  we  trust  they  may  so  continue,  under  the  management 
of  its  present  efficient  board. 

Grim's  (Independent.) — This  district  is  formed  out  of  parts  of  three 
townships  and  two  counties,  viz :  Upper  Macungie  and  Weisenberg,  in 
Lehigh  county,  and  Maxatawny,  in  Berks  county.  Some  years  ago  one  of 
the  best  schools  in  the  county  was  found  in  this  district.  Some  of  the 
principal  supporters  of  this  school  have  removed  from  the  district. 

Hanover. — The  number  of  schools  in  this  district  is  gradually  increasing, 
and  they  are  among  the  best  in  the  county.  This  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
board,  which  is  composed  of  "live  men,"  refuse  to  engage  any  but  the  best 
teachers.  A  good  board,  good  teachers  and  new  houses  are  not  found  in 
every  district. 

Heidelberg — Some  very  good  schools  are  found  here,  but  the  term  is  too 
shoit  to  subserve  the  educational  interest  of  the  district.  When  schools 
are  in  operation  but  4^  months  in  the  year,  progress  is  necessarily  slower 
than  in  those  districts  where  the  term  is  longer.  We  are  happy  to  name 
Joel  P.  Geiger,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Wilson  P.  Riedy  among  the  successful 
teachers.     There  are  some  very  worthy  men  in  the  board. 

Hokendaugua  (Independent.) — This  district  was  noticed  at  length  in  my 
last  report.  The  schools  are  very  good  and  are  conducted  with  abilit}-. 
Mr.  George  P.  Bates  has  been  a  successful  teacher  here  ever  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  district.  By  assiduous  application  he  has  worked  his 
way  from  a  provisional  to  a  permanent  certificate.  The  board  is  energetic 
in  its  endeavors. 

Lowhill. — There  are  6i  sub-districts  in  this  township.  The  "other  half" 
of  the  half  sub-district  is  in  Heidelberg.  The  schools  are  in  a  tolerably 
good  condition,  but  there  is  ample  room  for  improvement.  The  term  is  too 
short  and  salary  insufficient  to  warrant  good  schools.  Good  farmers  and 
mechanics  compose  the  board. 

Lynn. — This  is  the  largest  district,  territorially  considered,  in  the  county  ; 


124  LEHIGH  COUNTY. 

ami  some  of  the  best  schools,  as  well  as  some  of  the  poorest,  are  met  with 
here.  Among  the  former  ma}'  be  mentioned  those  of  Jacksonville,  New 
Tripoli,  Oswahlsville,  Kistler's  Tanneiy,  &0.  The  board  much  regrets  the 
shortness  of  the  term  ;  and  after  the  district  is  free  of  debt,  the  term  is  to 
be  increased.     Some  of  the  best  men  in  the  district  compose  the  board. 

Jfacungie,  Upper. — In  point  of  new  houses,  this  is  the  leading  district  in 
the  county,  having  14  new  ones  out  of  16.  Some  of  the  schools  are  entirely 
too  crowded.  This  is  especially  the  case  at  Kuhnsville  ;  and  we  trust  the 
board  will  speedily  remedy  this  evil  by  establishing  another  school.  There 
are  several  good  schools  in  this  district.  The  board  is  a  working  board, 
and  will  soon  take  the  necessary  steps  to  increase  the  number  of  schools. 

Ilacungie,  Lower. — This  district  contains  the  same  number  of  schools, 
17,  as  the  above  mentioned,  some  of  which  are  very  good  ;  but  on  account 
of  the  scarcity  of  teachers  the  board  had  to  engage  some  whose  qualifica- 
tions were  not  fully  up  to  the  standard,  still  there  was  no  failure.  Lock 
Ridge  Furnace  is  located  in  this  district.  This  place  is  only  about  two 
years  old,  but  the  increase  of  population  in  its  vicinity  required  the  estab- 
lishing of  anew  school.  The  majority  of  the  school  houses  are  new.  The 
board  is  enterprising. 

Ililford,  Upper  and  Loxcer. — The  school  term  in  each  of  these  districts 
has  been  4  months,  and  the  salary  $35  per  month  for  a  number  of  years. 
There  are  10  schools  in  each.  The  pay  being  only  nominal,  the  schools  are 
not  what  we  Mould  wish  them  to  be.  But  the  valuation  of  real  estate  is  an 
item  to  be  considered.  The  surface  of  the  country  being  somewhat  rugged 
and  undulating,  the  valuation  of  property  is  less  than  in  those  districts  that 
are  level,  and  in  which  iron  ore  and  other  minerals  are  found,  as  in  the  Ma- 
cungies,  the  Whitehalls,  Saucon,  Salisbury,  &c.  Hence  the  taxation  for 
school  purposes  is  proportionably  greater  than  in  the  last  named  districts. 
Still  some  of  the  schools  are  doing  prett}-  well,  and  the  teachers  are  im- 
proving.    The  boards  are  doing  their  best  for  the  people  they  represent. 

Millerstoivn  Borough. — Two  schools  are  found  here,  and  very  good  ones 
they  are,  too.  $60  per  month  was  paid  heretofore  to  the  teacher  of  the 
first  grade.  The  schools  are  in  operation  six  months  in  the  3'ear,  but 
eight  months  should  be  the  minimum  term  in  this  place.  Men  of  intelli- 
gence compose  the  board. 

Salisbury. — This  district,  lying  adjacent  to  Allentown,  has  furnaces, 
railroads,  iron  ore,  &c,  and  the  citizens  are  enterprising.  The  schools  are 
improving,  and  good  teachers,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  were  emploj'ed. 
The  term  is  six  months,  and  the  salary  $40.  Ex-teachers  are  found  in  the 
board,  and  the  educational  interests  of  the  district  are  in  competent  hands. 

Saucon. — The  zinc  mines  at  Friedensville,  in  this  district,  are  said  to  be 
the  most  extensive  in  the  United  States.     The  largest  engine  in  this  coun- 
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try.  if  not  in  the  world,  is  now  being  erected  here.  This  thriving  village 
has  but  one  school.  A  graded  school  should  be  established  here  without 
delay.  The  schools  in  this  district  are  among  the  best  in  the  county. 
Term,  5i  months  ;  salary,  $40.  The  board  is  made  up  of  business  men. 
The  schools  should  not  be  in  operation  less  than  6  months  in  the  year. 

Slatington. — This  is  comparatively  a  new  district,  and  a  wide-awake 
board  is  striving  to  give  the  people  good  schools.  The  present  term  was 
interrupted  by  the  resignations  of  two  of  the  principal  teachers.  The  high- 
est salary  paid  was  $80  per  month,  which  is  to  be  increased  next  year. 
The  four  schools  are  kept  in  a  large  and  commodious  building,  a  description 
of  which  appeared  at  length  in  a  former  report. 

Washington. — This  is  one  of  the  progressive  districts.  Formerly  low 
salaries,  short  term  and  an  uneducated  board  ruled  here,  unconcerned  about 
the  educational  interests  of  the  district.  But  we  trust  a  lasting  change  has 
been  effected.  The  famous  slate  quarries  in  this  township,  which  have 
caused  an  influx  of  population,  have  had  something  to  do  in  bringing  about 
this  change,  along  with  the  efforts  of  the  now  efficient  board,  which  is  com- 
posed of  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  district.  The  term  is  6  months,  and 
the  salary  §40.  Schools  good,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  which  are  only 
middling.     All  honor  to  Washington  ! 

Weisenberg. — The  condition  of  the  schools  is  not  as  progressive  as  we 
would  wish  it  to  be.  The  term,  which  is  only  4  months,  is  too  short,  and 
the  salary  is  inadequate  to  secure  experienced  teachers.  There  was  a  time 
when  this  was  one  of  the  leading  districts,  both  as  regards  progress  and 
salary,  but  at  present  the  schools  are  anything  but  prosperous.  We,  how- 
ever, are  happy  to  report  that  the  people  are  electing  more  liberal  men  as 
members  of  the  board.  Some  of  the  schools  the  present  term  were  very 
pool",  the  remaining  ones  only  middling.  The  board  has  promised  to  in- 
crease the  term. 

Whitehall. — This  district  was  formed  a  few  years  ago,  out  of  parts  of 
North  and  South  Whitehall,  and  lies  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Lehigh  river. 
It  has  14  excellent  schools,  and  some  very  fine  buildings,  of  which  mention 
has  been  made  elsewhere.  Term,  6  months  ;  salary,  §40.  Keen,  calcula- 
ting citizens  are  members  of  the  board.  We  consider  it  highly  essential 
that  the  East  Hokendauqua  school  be  graded. 

Whitehall,  North. — This  is  pre  eminently  the  leading  township  in  good 
teachers  and  good  schools ;  and  although  some  of  the  people  complain  on 
account  of  the  tax,  yet  we  predict  that  their  children  will  bless  them  for 
paying  it,  and  the  board  for  providing  good  teachers  by  paying  them  well. 
A  description  of  one  of  the  houses  has  been  given  elsewhere  ;  and  we  trust, 
after  the  board  has  erected  new  school  buildings  in  all  the  sub- districts,  the 
citizens  will  thank  them.     Their  efforts  are  worthy  the  praise  of  future 
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generations,  and  their  endeavors  to  establish  good  schools  and  enhance 
popular  education  cannot  fail  to  receive  public  recognition.  This  board 
has  received  much  uncalled  for  and  unnecessary  abuse  in  the  discharge  of 
its  duties,  which  abuse,  in  inauy  cases,  was  trying  in  the  extreme.  The 
Schnecksville  and  Siegersville  schools  should  be  graded. 

Whitehall,  South. — The  schools  in  this  district  number  12  ;  term,  6 
months,  and  salary  $40.  "While  the  schools,  as  a  general  thing,  were  good, 
there  was  one,  than  which  no  poorer  was  found  in  the  county.  The  Sny- 
dersville  school  will  bear  comparison  with  any  school  in  the  rural  districts. 
We  are  happy  to  make  this  note.  The  board  was  obliged  to  take  teachers 
(?)  whose  certificates  did  not  come  up  to  the  average.  Teachers  were  hard 
to  find,  and  the  board  supplied  the  schools  with  the  best  ''material  the 
market  afforded,  and  no  blame  should  be  attached  to  them  for  any  failure. 

In  concluding  our  remarks,  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  many  of  the 
teachers  received  extra  pay,  from  $5  to  $10  per  month  ;  others  got  their 
board  gratis,  while  some  only  paid  $5  per  month,  where  board  was  from 
$18  to  S20. 

superintendent's  labors. 

Forty-two  public  examinations  were  held,  at  which  250  applicants  were 
examined,  of  which  number  55  never  taught,  and  40  were  rejected  ;  210 
provisional  and  24  professional  certificates  were  issued.  Of  this  latter 
class,  9  were  new  ones,  and  the  remainder  renewals. 

We  visited  all  the  schools  except  one,  and  were  accompanied  by  directors 
in  all  our  visitations.  Mr.  W.  H.  Albright,  for  many  years  a  successful 
teacher  in  this  count}',  also  accompanied  me  in  my  visitations  to  five  or  six 
townships,  he  having  returned  from  an  extended  tour  in  the  west.  Wrote 
3G6  official  letters,  traveled  3,269  miles,  and  spent  237  days  in  official  duties. 


LUZERNE  COUNTY.— Horace  Armstrong. 

Twenty  new  school  houses  were  erected  in  this  count}7  during  the  past  year, 
fitted  for  thirty-six  schools,  twenty  four  new  ones  and  twelve  old  ones.  O 
this  number  Carbondale  City  built  one,  Dorrance  one,  Fairmount  one,  Frank- 
lin one,  Greenfield  one,  Gibsonburg  borough  one,  Hanover  one,  Lackawanna 
one,  Newport  one,  Pittston  borough  one,  West  Pittston  one,  Plains  one, 
Plymouth  borough  two,  Plymouth  township  two,  Providence  borougli  one, 
Scott  one,  Sugar  Loaf  one,  and  South  Wilkesbarre  township  one.  The  two 
houses  in  Plymouth  borough  are  of  brick,  well  seated  and  ventilated  and 
located  on  good-sized  lots,  entire  cost   $17,000.     The  one  in,  Plains  is  a 
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frame  building,  well  seated  and  ventilated,  located  on  a  lot  containing  one 
acre  of  ground,  and  cost  $10,000  ;  and  the  one  in  Pittston  borough  is 
well  planned,  and  located  on  a  good-sized  lot,  and  cost  $8,000.  All  the 
other  buildings  are  well  fitted  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  intended. 
More  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  location  and  ventilation  of  the  school 
houses  built  during  the  past  year  than  formerly.  Most  of  them  have  good- 
sized  lots  and  pleasant  locations. 

Twenty-six  new  shools  have  been  opened,  and  the  number  of  scholars  in 
attendance  has  been  much  increased  over  the  number  in  previous  years. 
The  wages  of  teachers  have  also  been  advanced,  so  that  the  wages  paid  in 
Luzerne  compare  favorably  with  those  paid  in  other  counties  of  this  State. 
The  grade  of  certificates  has  not  been  much  increased  the  past  year,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  many  of  those  applying  for  certificates  were  young  and  inex- 
perienced. We  have  but  few  teachers  in  this  county  who  make  teaching  a 
profession.  Of  the  male  teachers,  many  are  intending  to  teach  only  a  few 
terms,  until  they  can  fit  themselves  for  other  professions,  which  are  more 
remunerative,  while  our  lady  teachers  end  their  teaching  at  the  time  of 
their  marriage.  Many  of  the  boards  of  school  directors  of  this  county  are 
willing  to  pay  good  wages  to  well  qualified  and  experienced  teachers.  Yet 
in  a  few  instances  the  only  inquiry  is,  have  you  a  certificate,  and  will  you 
teach  for  the  wages  offered?  The  same  wages  are  paid  to  the  young  and 
inexperienced  that  are  offered  to  teachers  who  are  well  qualified  and  have 
shown  themselves  successful  in  their  profession.  Such  competition  tends 
to  retard  the  progress  of  our  schools,  and  is  a  discouragement  to  those  who 
are  really  good  teachers.  The  scarcity  of  teachers  in  some  sections  of  the 
county  has  compelled  directors,  in  some  instances,  to  employ  those  without 
experience  in  teaching,  or  allow  their  schools  to  remain  closed.  Yet  there 
have  been  two  or  three  total  failures  during  the  past  3'ear.  A  number  of 
our  teachers  are  availing  themselves  of  the  advantages  offered  by  the 
Normal  schools  at  Bloomsburg  and  Millersville,  and  in  their  teaching  do 
credit  to  the  schools  they  attended.  Several  of  the  graduates  of  the  school 
at  Millersville  taught  in  this  county  the  past  year.  None  failed,  and  all 
gave  entire  satisfaction  to  their  employers.  West  Pittston,  Plymouth  bor- 
ough and  South  Wilkesbarre  township  have  re-graded  their  schools  ;  and 
the  schools  in  some  other  districts  have  been  partially  graded.  But  little 
has  been  done  in  supplying  our  school  houses  with  new  apparatus  the  past 
year.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  are  a  few  districts  yet  in  this  county 
in  which  the  houses  are  without  the  necessary  school  furniture  and  appa- 
ratus. In  a  number  of  houses  the  old  inconvenient  and  uncomfortable  seats 
have  been  removed,  and  new  ones,  of  approved  pattern,  supplied  in  their 
place.  In  some  districts,  which  have  short  terms  of  school,  select  schools 
are  taught  during  the  summer.     I  have  not  the  time  to  visit  those  schools  : 
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hence,  I  am  unable  to  give  any  correct  statement  in  relation  to  them. 
Would  it  not  be  a  move  in  the  right  direction  if  directors  would  not  allow 
the  use  of  the  public  school  houses  to  teachers  who  have  not  secured  cer- 
tificates authorizing  them  to  teach  our  public  schools? 

EDUCATIONAL   WORK    DONE. 

During  the  past  year  I  held  sixty  public  examinations,  examined  five 
hundred  and  eighteen  teachers,  granted  four  hundred  and  forty-nine  pro- 
visional and  seventeen  professional  certificates,  and  rejected  fifty-two  ap- 
plicants, and  annulled  one  provisional  certificate.  I  visited  three  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  schools,  and  spent  on  an  average  one  hour  in  each,  and 
was  accompanied  by  sixty-three  directors  in  my  visits  to  the  schools.  No 
notice  of  my  intended  visits  was  given,  and  only  such  directors  as  were 
called  on  accompanied  me  to  the  schools.  I  seldom  failed  to  'obtain  their 
co-operation  when  found  at  home.  I  wrote  forty-five  official  letters,  besides 
business  letters,  to  directors  and  teachers.  I  visited  all  the  districts  but 
Carbondale  township,  Dennison,  Madison,  Spring  Brook  and*  Union.  In 
some  of  the  townships  a  number  of  their  schools  had  closed  before  I  reached 
them,  and  a  few  had  not  been  commenced  at  the  time  of  my  visit  to  the 
district.  Bear  Creek  township  had  no  schools  in  session  the  past  year.  I 
understand  arrangements  are  being  made  to  open  them  the  coming  year. 

I  held  a  County  Institute  in  Wyoming  Seminary,  at  Kingston,  in  con- 
nection with  Superintendents  Collins  and  Hawker,  commencing  on  the 
twentj'-second  and  ending  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  May  last,  which  was 
attended  by  one  hundred  and  thirtj'-seven  teachers  of  the  count}'.  The 
time  of  holding  it  was  not  such  as  suited  the  convenience  of  the  teachers  to 
attend,  yet  we  had  a  pleasant  and  favorable  session.  During  the  day  we 
had  exercises  in  object  lessons,  botany,  natural  history,  orthography,  read- 
ing, mental  and  written  arithmetic,  phonetics  and  algebra,  and  addresses  by 
Deputy  Superintendent  Houck,  Prof.  Carver,  of  Bloomsburg  Normal  school, 
and  Superintendent  Home,  of  Williamsport  city,  and  in  the  evenings  lec- 
tures by  Prof.  Nelson,  of  Wyoming  Seminary,  Carver,  Houck  and  Dr. 
Rotherock.  The  members  of  the  institute  are  under  many  obligations  to 
Prof.  Nelson  for  excellent  accommodations  furnished  for  holding  the  insti- 
tute, his  untiring  efforts  to  make  it  a  success,  his  generous  hospitality,  and 
his  well-timed  address  before  the  members.  The  seminary  being  occupied 
to  its  fullest  capacity  by  students  evinces  the  estimation  in  which  it  is  held 
by  the  friends  of  education  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

The  directors  of  Hyde  Park  borough  having  elected  J.  E.  Hawker,  late 
Superintendent  of  Wayne  county,  Superintendent  of  their  schools,  I  have 
no  doubt  they  will  be  hereafter  as  successfully  conducted  as  they  have 
been  heretofore  under  hrs  superintendence. 
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The  seminary  at  West  Pittston  is  in  successful  operation,  and  doing  a 
£ood  work  in  the  cause  of  education. 

Recent  events  in  this  county  convince  me  of  the  necessity  of  having  the 
directors  paid  for  their  services,  and  being  sworn  before  they  enter  upon 
their  official  duties,  that  the  courts  may  have  a  more  efficient  contiol  over 
them  in  case  of  malfeasance  in  office. 

The  long  continued  strike  of  the  miners  in  this  count}'  caused  a  great 
increase  in  the  number  of  scholars  in  attendance  on  our  public  schools. 
This  increase  disarranged  the  classes,  and  prevented  the  teachers  in  the 
mining  districts  from  making  that  advancement  in  the  education  of  the 
pupil?  under  their  charge  that  they  otherwise  would  have  done,  had  they 
not  been  overburdened  with  numbers. 

The  press  of  this  county  have  conferred  favors  on  me  whenever  requested. 

The  directors  and  citizens  of  the  county  have  placed  me  under  renewed 
obligations  for  kindness  and  hospitality  extended  to  me. 
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For  indications  of  progress  we  refer  to  the  following  particulars  : 

1st.  In  that  eleven  dreary,  old  school  hovels  have  been  abandoned  and 
the  same  number  of  new  buildings,  fully  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  erected,  added  to  the  number  of  first  class  houses. 

2d.  In  that  the  most  of  the  schools  reported  as  graded  in  former  years, 
have  been  re-graded  in  a  closer  and  more  systematic  manner,  and  Lhat  six 
more  have  been  added  to  the  list. 

3d.  In  that  there  has  been  a  most  admirable  work  accomplished  by  the 
County  Normal  Institute,  established  one  year  ago,  at  Montoursville.  by 
Prof.  Gahan.  About  thirty  teachers  attended  both  its  sessions,  which 
enabled  them  to  teach  during  the  past  winter  with  marked  success  over  that 
of  former  years.  This  institute  is  now  in  its  first  session  for  the  coming 
year,  with  one  hundred  and  thirty  students,  many  of  whom  are  and  intend 
to  become  teachers.  The  County  Superintendent  participates  in  the  man- 
agement and  instruction  of  this  school  whenever  all  his  other  duties  will 
allow. 

4th.  In  that  sixteen  teachers  have  fully  attained  the  required  degree  of 
literary  proQciency,  and  have  shown  themselves,  by  their  professional  skill 
exercised  in  the  school  room,  worthy  of  professional  certificates,  which  have 
been  awarded  them.  Many  of  them  justly  mer^;,  and  no  doubt  will,  before 
tiie  close  of  another  year,  receive  permanent  ones. 
9  School  Rep. 
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5th.  In  that  the  s'andard  of  marking  the  provisional  certificate  has  been 
considerably  elevated,  especially  in  history  and  the  theory  of  teaching  ;  and 
yet  the  teachers,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  had  made  such  preparation 
during  the  summer  prior  to  the  annual  inspection,  as  to  merit  certificates 
of  high,  if  not  higher,  marking  than  before. 

All  the  senior,  or  about  one-half  of  the  whole  number  of  teachers,  have 
read  and  studied  either  Wickersham's,  Holbrook'sor  Hart's  works  on  teach- 
ing, while  the  leading  teachers  of  the  county  have  read,  compared  and 
criticised  all  these  works,  and  even  others. 

6th.  In  that  the  County  Institute  was  better  attended  on  the  part  of  the 
teachers  and  citizens  than  ever  before.  Many  of  the  leading  teachers  at 
the  institutes  in  1868-9  gave  vent  to  their  feelings,  by  emphatically  declar- 
ing that  they  thought  those  institutes  could  not  be  excelled  in  Lycoming 
for  many  years  to  come  ;  but  those  same  teachers  were  frank  to  acknowledge 
that  the  Institute  of  1810  far  surpassed  all  former  institutes  ever  held  in 
the  county,  of  which  this  was  the  sixth.  It  is  becoming  quite  popular  with 
all  classes ;  and  as  the  time  approaches  for  its  convening,  the  teachers  look 
forward  with  an  eager  eye,  anxiously  awaiting  the  time  for  the  intellectual 
feast. 

At  the  last  institute  the  clerical  and  legal  professions  were  well  repre- 
sented, which  added  much  to  the  general  instruction  imparted. 

7th.  In  that  five  more  districts  allowed  the  teachers  more  time  while 
attending  the  County  Institute  than  heretofore.  A  district  which  once 
grants  the  teachers  the  time  seldom  fails  to  do  so  afterwards.  It  is  only 
upon  the  advent  of  incompetent  and  penurious  directors  into  the  board 
that  the  precedent,  established  by  the  more  enlightened  and  liberal  minded, 
is  not  followed. 

Likewise  one  more  district  institute,  that  of  Jersey  Shore,  was  established 
since  such  institutes  were  left  to  the  option  of  the  directors  for  their  exist- 
ence. 

8th.  In  that  a  determined  and  united  effort  on  the  part  of  the  teachers 
was  made,  and  will  continue  to  be  made,  to  introduce  into  every  school  in 
the  county  all  the  branches  on  the  provisional  certificate,  in  defiance  of  the 
stubborn  opposition  arrayed  against  it.  Although  the  teachers,  in  carry- 
ing out  their  fixed  purpose,  aroused  and  stirred  up  ignorance,  prejudice 
and  superstition  from  their  lairs,  in  which  they  had  been  slumbering,  "Rip 
Van  Winkle"  like,  for  centuries,  while  generation  upon  generation  pro- 
gressed. Consequently,  the  new  order  of  things  of  to-day  could  not  be 
received  without  a  disputatious  warfare,  which  soon  began  and  ended  in 
Old  Progress  driving  back  his  ill-begotten  and  execrable  foes  into  their 
dreary  and  dismal  dens  whence  they  came,  and  whence  they  should  never 
be  recalled. 
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Broad  and  daring  gaps  have  been  made  in  the  ranks  of  prejudice  that 
cannot  be  closed  up  ;  inroads  that  have  already  resulted  in  the  pupils  of  the 
rural  districts  studying  more  grammar,  history  and  mental  arithmetic  than 
ever  before. 

9th.  In  that  twelve  educational  meetings  were  held  by  the  County  Su- 
perintendent, assisted  by  several  of  the  leading  teachers  throughout  the 
various  parts  of  the  county,  at  which  the  teachers,  directors  and  citizens  of 
the  several  districts  in  which  they  were  held  were  addressed  and  drawn  into 
a  discussion  on  the  educational  topics  of  the  day.  These  meetings  had  a 
salutary  effect  in  enabling  the  directors  and  citizens,  teachers  and  Superin- 
tendent to  adopt  some  mutual  and  fixed  policy,  that  they  may  labor  more 
harmoniously  and  conjointly  for  the  prosperity  of  the  schools.  Such  edu- 
cational meetings  had  never  before  been  held  in  this  county,  but  the  favor 
with  which  they  were  received  on  the  part  of  the  people  insures  their  con- 
tinuance and  success  in  the  future.  Better  salaries,  better  teachers  and 
longer  terms  are  the  legitimate  outgrowths  of  these  meetings. 

10th.  In  that  about  seventy-five  teachers  read  the  Pennsylvania  School 
Journal  more  than  ever  before,  which,  in  addition  to  supplying  the  teachers 
with  educational  matter  suitable  to  the  teacher  and  school  room,  keeps  them 
posted  in  the  educational  news  of  the  country  and  the  official  doings  of  our 
common  school  system,  thereby  instilling  a  love  and  pride  that  causes  the 
teacher  to  look  upon  his  profession  with  more  favor.  It  enables  the  teach- 
ers not  only  of  the  county,  but  of  the  State,  to  band  together  more  firmly 
in  the  good  cause  of  universal  education. 

11th.  In  that  another  of  our  weekly  county  papers,  the  Sun  and  Demo- 
crat, has  devoted  a  column  to  the  cause  of  education.  This  is  the  second 
paper  that  has  shown  favor  to  our  common  schools  in  this  way,  as  the 
Lycoming  Standard  appropriated  one  of  its  columns  to  educational  pur- 
poses more  than  a  j'ear  ago.  The  names  of  the  teachers,  and  qualifica- 
tions, both  literary  and  professional,  the  names  of  the  directors,  the  condi- 
tion of  the  schools,  the  interest  manifested  in  education  by  the  people,  and 
the  reports  of  educational  meetings  of  the  several  districts,  are  published 
in  these  columns  as  fast  as  the  districts  are  visited  by  the  County  Super- 
intendent ;  also,  articles  on  educational  topics,  and  communications  fur- 
nished by  teachers  in  the  various  parts  of  the  county,  giving  information 
concerning  schools  with  respect  to  the  localities  from  which  they  are  writ- 
ten. 

12th.  In  that  there  is  manifestly  a  constant  increasing  public  sentiment 
in  favor  of  better  qualified  teachers.  Districts  which  a  few  years  ago  were 
willing  to  be  put  off  with  almost  any  one  who  chose  to  call  himself  a  teacher, 
will  not  now  be  content  short  of  one  worthy  the  name  of  teacher,  though 
they  have  to  pay  him  twice  or  three  t^imes  as  much  as  the  former. 
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School  Houses. — The  new  houses  erected  are  located  in  the  following  dis- 
tricts, viz :  One  in  Armstrong,  which  is  a  two-story  brick  building,  with 
two  spacious  school  rooms,  14  feet  in  the  ceilings,  and  good  arrangements 
for  ventilating.  Folding  blinds  are  adjusted  to  the  windows  in  the  inside ; 
also,  ample  surface  of  good  black  wall,  which  has  an  excellent  finish  and 
seems  quite  durable.  The  desks  are  cherry,  with  iron  frames.  The  build- 
ing is  surmounted  with  a  neat  and  beautiful  tower,  giving  a  grand  and  im- 
posing appearance  to  the  outside.  The  grounds  are  also  handsomely  graded, 
contain  plank  walks  and  are  enclosed  with  a  fashionable  wire  fence.  One 
in  Muncy  Creek,  which  is  also  a  two-story  brick  building,  with  two  school 
rooms,  and  is  nearly  equal  to  the  one  in  Armstrong.  One  in  Wolf,  which 
is  a  two-story  wooden  structure,  of  sufficient  dimensions,  and  very  hand- 
somely finished,  both  externally  and  internally.  One  in  Clinton,  which  is 
also  a  brick  building,  well  finished  in  every  particular,  and  abundantly 
spacious  for  one  school,  for  which  it  is  designed.  One  in  Mifflin  ;  one  in 
Eldred  ;  one  in  Upper  Fairfield;  one  in  Limestone;  one  in  Muncy  town- 
ship ;  one  in  Penn,  and  one  in  Washington,  which  are  all  wooden  structures 
of  good  size  ;  modern  style,  and  supplied  with  suitable  furniture  and  black- 
board surface.  In  short,  they  are  first  class  common  place  country  school 
houses. 

Teachers. — Two  hundred  and  twenty  were  employed  by  the  directors,  of 
whom  one  hundred  and  thirty  were  males  and  ninety  females.  Twenty- 
eight  hold  professional  certificates  and  the  remainder  provisional  ones. 
Two  hundred  attended  the  County  Institute,  aud  eighty  are  readers  of  th« 
Pennsylvania  School  Journal. 

Schools. — The  whole  number  is  214.  of  which  29  are  thoroughly  graded. 
They  were  all  successfully  taught  except  two ;  but  the  schools,  as  a  whole, 
never  accomplished  as  much  in  one  year  as  the}'  did  during  the  last. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  in  the  court  house  at  Williamsport,  in  De- 
cember, and  was  well  attended  by  teachers,  professional  men  and  citizens. 
Help  from  abroad  consisted  of  Mrs.  A.  T.  Randall,  Rev.  T.  K.  Beecher, 
Henry  Houck,  Henry  Carver,  Charles  11.  Yerrill  and  A.  N.  Raub.  II  >ine 
talent  was  also  abundant.  Great  interest  and  enthusiasm  were  manifested 
throughout  all  the  sessions. 

WORK    DONE    BY    THE    COUNTY    SUPERINTENDENT. 

Held  54  examinations,  examined  22G  applicants,  issued  2  )0  provisional 
and  18  professional  certificates,  admitted  40  new  teachers  to  the  profession, 
visited  105  schools,  held  12  educational  meetings  and  attended  7  more  in 
and  out  of  the  count}',  edited  the  educational  department  of  two  county. 
1  apers,  held  one  County  Intitule,  wrote  485  letters,  received,  corrected  and 
forwarded  to  the   School  Department  43  annual  district  reports,  and  12 
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monthly  reports,  setting  forth  the  work  done  by  the  County  Superintendent 
each  month  ;  also,  one  annual  report  accompanied  by  a  large  statistical 
table,  which  jointly  give  the  condition,  progress  and  workings  cf  the  sys- 
tem in  detail  for  one  year.  In  the  performance  of  which  296  days  were 
required,  and  2,375  miles  traveled ;  but  no  record  was  kept  by  the  County 
Superintendent  of  the  number  of  times  he  was  weather  staid,  caught  in 
storms,  drenched  with  rain  and  benumbed  witk  cold,  as  all  this  is  thrown  in 
gratuitously. 


M'KEAN  COUNTY— W.  J.  Milliken. 

During  the  past  school  year  the  educational  interests  of  the  county  were 
attended  with  gains  and  losses. 

A  brief  enumeration  of  all  these  items,  better  than  extended  comment, 
will  show  the  relative  condition  of  our  schools,  and  the  spirit  that  animates 
them. 

The  following  items  may  be  classed  among  the  gains  :  During  the  j'ear 
eight  new  school  houses  were  built :  three  in  Bradford,  (including  the  Union 
school  house,)  one  in  Eldred,  one  in  Hamlin,  one  in  Liberty,  one  in  La- 
fa}-ette  and  one  in  Otto.  In  building  these  houses  the  directors  exhibited 
much  good  sense  in  the  selection  of  models  and  sites,  and  commendable 
taste  in  the  furniture  supplied.  Through  the  energy  thus  displayed  the 
majority  of  our  school  houses  will  now  compare  favorably  with  those  of 
any  of  the  northern  tier  of  counties ;  and  it  is  an  item  of  no  little  merit 
that  whfm  practicable  the  directors  feel  inclined  to  suppl}"  them  with  the 
most  approved  styles  of  furniture.  Some  of  these  houses  supply  the  places 
of  old  ones  removed,  and  some  were  erected  in  entirely  new  districts,  so 
that  during  the  year  the  county  has  gained  three  new  school  houses  and 
three  schools. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year,  ending  June,  1870,  the  number  of  schools 
in  the  county  was  76  ;  now  there  are  89^.  If  compared  with  the  year  1867, 
(as  far  back  as  I  have  kept  reports,)  this  increase  will  be  still  more  marked. 
Thus,  in  1867  the  number  of  schools  was  7(H;  to-day  there  are  79^ — an 
increase  of  thirteen  per  centum  in  four  years,  while  the  population  of  the 
county  remains  the  same. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  has  increased  eight  per  centum.  For  the 
3Tear  1870  the  average  percentage  of  attendance  was  78r7^;  for  the  3-ear 
1871  it  was  77  per  centum.  This  increase  is  doubtless  owing  to  the  in- 
creased efficiency  of  teachers  and  the  interest  of  patrons. 

The  evidence  of  the  improvement  of  teachers  is  based  on  the  fact  that 
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the  average  grade  of  certificates  throughout  the  county  is  higher  now  than 
during  any  previous  year  of  my  administration  ;  this  average  is  2.7'g.  This 
improvement,  it  must  be  remarked,  is  not  owing  to  the  standard  of  quali- 
fications being  lower  than  formerly — for  that  standard  has  been  gradually 
raised — but  to  the  merits  of  the  teachers  themselves. 

Patrons,  too,  in  many  of  the  districts,  have  shown  a  higher  degree  of 
interest  in  the  schools  than  formerly,  and  by  their  visits  contributed  much 
to  their  success.  While  visiting  schools  I  found,  on  examining  the  list  of 
visitors  in  the  register,  that  a  larger  number  of  patrons  visited  the  schools 
last  year  than  during  any  previous  3Tear,  coming  under  my  notice. 

Lastlj*,  higher  branches  of  study  were  taught  (outside  of  the  graded 
schools)  than  I  ever  saw  in  the  common  schools  before.  Higher  arithmetic 
and  algebra  were  taught  in  some  schools  with  considerable  thoroughness 
and  success. 

The  losses  to  be  enumerated  are  the  diminution  of  the  average  length  of 
the  school  term,  and  the  failure  of  certain  schools. 

The  average  length  of  the  school  term  last  year  was  diminished  .29  of  a 
month.  For  the  3  ear  1870  the  average  term  was  5  months;  for  the  year 
1871  it  was  5.58.  This  loss,  though  inconsiderable,  is  a  step  in  the  wrong 
direction,  and  was  largely  influenced  by  a  single  township,  which,  struggling 
through  overpowering  difficulties,  could  only  report  a  term  of  3^  mouths, 
and  in  that  did  well. 

Two  schools  failed.  One  partially,  by  reason  of  the  sickness  and  suc- 
cession of  teachers;  the  other  totally,  by  reason  of  misguided  judgment. 
There  is  much  palliation  for  the  one,  but  there  is  no  excuse  for  the  other. 
Thus  stand  the  school  interests  of  the  county,  their  successes  and  defeats. 

I  have  thus  far  said  nothing  concerning  our  graded  schools,  and  with  a 
brief  reference  to  them  I  will  dismiss  this  report.  The  graded  school  at 
Smethport,  owing  to  the  able  management  of  Mr.  A.  B.  Kenyon  as  princi- 
pal, and  Mrs.  Clara  Ford  M'Coy  as  assistant,  was  eminently  successful. 
Equal  merit  belongs  to  Miss  Hannah  Simpson  for  the  successful  manage- 
ment of  the  Port  Allegheny  graded  school.  The  one  at  Bradford  began 
auspicious^,  and  would  have  attained  to  equal  merit  with  the  others,  had 
not  a  succession  of  teachers,  caused  by  sickness  and  other  ills,  produced 
disaffection,  and  destroyed  the  confidence  of  the  people  and  the  interest  of 
pupils. 

Judging  from  present  indications,  a  report  of  far  higher  usefulness  and 
success  awaits  the  operations  of  that  school  for  this  year. 
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As  County  Superintendents  are  this  year  at  liberty  to  "embrace  such  mat- 
ter in  their  annual  written  reports,  and  construct  them  in  such  form  as  they 
may  deem  judicious,"  it  is  thought  that  it  will  not  be  inappropriate  to 
exhibit  some  of  the  facts  which  relate  to  the  condition  and  progress  of 
educational  affairs  in  the  county  during  the  past  six  years.  The  subjoined 
tabular  statement  will  probably  prove  interesting,  and  serve,  to  some  ex- 
tent, to  indicate  the  educational  progress  during  that  time.  For  the  sake 
of  comparison  the  year  I860  is  included  in  the  statement : 
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The  increase  of  the  items  of  1870,  as  compared  with  those  of  1865,  is  as 
follows : 

In  the  whole  number  of  schools 

In  the  average  number  of  months  taught,  about 

In  the  average  salary  per  month  of  male  teachers 

In  the  average  salary  per  month  of  female  teachers 

In  the  whole  number  of  scholars 

In  the  average  attendance  of  scholars 

In  the  amount  levied  for  school  purposes $22,  481  77 

In  the  amount  levied  for  building  purposes 18,  354  3U 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  levied  for  building 
purposes  in  1870  is  more  than  three  times  the  amount  levied  for  the  same 
object  in  1865.     The  amount  levied  for  school  purposes  has  nearly  doubled. 

The  most  depressing  fact  exhibited  is  the  slow  growth  of  the  school  term, 
the  average  number  of  months  taught  having  increased  only  about  one- 
fourth  of  a  month  since  1865.  It  affords  considerable  satisfaction,  how- 
ever, to  be  able  to  report  some  progress  in  this  particular. 

The  average  salary  of  male  teachers  is  nearly  thirty-five  per  centum  more 
than  that  of  1865,  and  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  centum  more  than 
that  of  1860.  The  average  salary  of  female  teachers  is  nearly  twenty 
per  centum  more  than  in  1865,  and  nearly  three  times  that  of  1860.  The 
whole  number  of  new  houses  since  1865,  (not  including  those  built  during 
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the  year  1870,)  as  reported,  is  ninety  (90),  eleven  of  which  were  for  graded 
or  union  schools.  Many  of  these  houses  have  been  built  on  the  most  im- 
proved plan  and  are  pleasantly  located.  Three  of  the  union  school  buildings 
cost  in  the  aggregate  $70,000.  They  are  beautifully  located,  are  well  fur- 
nished, have  improved  grounds,  and,  if  we  except  some  of  those  in  our 
large  cities,  are  surpassed  by  few,  if  by  any,  houses  of  the  kind  in  the  State. 
If  the  number  of  good  school  houses  erected,  and  the  amount  of  money  ex- 
pended for  these  material  improvements  and  for  carrying  on  the  schools, 
are  indications  of  educational  progress,  these  statements  furnish  substan- 
tial evidence  that  the  citizens  of  Mercer  county  need  not  be  ashamed  of 
the  advancement  their  county  has  made.  The  "estimated  value  of  school 
property"  in  the  county  in  1870  was  $221,713.  Only  sixteen  counties  in  the 
State  surpass  Mercer  county  in  this  particular.  The  increase  in  the  aver- 
age attendance  of  pupils  is  one  of  the  beneficial  results  of  good  school  ac- 
commodations. The  increase  in  the  average  salary  of  teachers  indicates 
the  growing  interest  which  our  people  have  in  good  schools,  and  that  they 
realize  the  importance  of  employing  well  qualified  teachers.  Children  gen- 
erally love  to  attend  school  and  to  acquire  knowledge.  If  parents  manifest 
a  real,  live  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  build  attractive  houses  and 
employ  first  class  teachers,  the  children  will  not  only  be  willing,  but  anxious 
to  attend  school. 

We  have  referred  briefly  to  some  of  the  evidences  of  the  general  ad- 
vancement of  educational  affairs  during  the  past  six  years,  and  will  now 
notice  some  of  the  facts  relating  to  the  educational  progress  during  the 
past  year. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  report  nineteen  (19)  houses  have  been  built,  and 
other  improvements  made,  at  an  aggregate  cost  of  $32,000. 

Houses. — 1  in  Sandy  Lake  borough,  1  in  Ilempfield,  1  in  Lake,  1  in 
French  Creek,  1  in  Jackson,  1  in  Coolspriug,  2  in  Jefferson,  1  in  Stoneboro\ 
2  in  West  Lackawannock,  1  in  Liberty,  2  in  Findley,  2  in  Shenango. 

The  one  in  Jackson  is  unsurpassed  by  any  house  of  the  kind  in  the 
county.  The  two  in  West  Lackawannock  are  nett  and  attractive  brick 
buildings,  models  after  which  other  districts  would  do  well  to  copy.  Those 
in  Shenango  and  Findley  are  substantial  brick  structures,  of  ample  dimen- 
sions, supplied  with  sufficient  black-board  surface  and  suitable  furniture. 

The  one  in  Sandy  Lake  is  a  beau:iful  and  substantial  frama  building,  24 
by  48  feet,  two-stories  and  belfry.  The  first  story  contains  two  rooms, 
each  24  by  24  feet,  and  13  feet  in  the  clear.  The  second  story  in  one  room, 
designed  for  two  rooms,  each  24  by  24  feet,  and  12  feet  in  the  clear.  Two 
wings  are  attached,  containing  two  cloak  rooms,  each  13  by  14  feet.  One 
room  has  been  supplied  with  Chase's  patent  furniture.  The  other  rooms 
are  not  yet  suitably  furnished.     The  house  is  pleasantly  located,  and,  with 
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the  lot  on  which  it  stands,  cast  about  $4,000.  The  one  in  Stoneboro'  is  a 
two-story  frame  structure,  designed  for  a  graded  school.  It  is  neatly  fin- 
ished, and  is  an  index  of  the  liberality,  interest  and  energy  of  the  directors 
und^r  whose  supervision  it  was  erected. 

The  one  in  Sharpsville,  in  Hickory  township,  is  an  excellent  two-story 
brick  building,  28  by  36  feet,  with  vestibule  15  by  28  feet.  It  is  well  ar- 
ranged and  contains  four  rooms.  Each  room  is  furnished  with  Chase's 
patent  desks,  and  is  supplied  with  good  black-board,  maps,  charts,  globes,  a 
copy  of  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary,  and  other  apparatus  and  conve- 
niences. The  cost  of  the  building  and  grounds  was  about  $7,000.  The  one 
at  Neehannock,  in  Hickory,  is  a  double  frame  building,  complete  in  all  its 
arrangements,  and  cost  about  $2,000. 

The  other  houses  are  reasonably  well  located  and  arranged,  and  fur- 
nished with  sufficient  black-board  surface.  Some  of  them  are  supplied  with 
maps,  globes,  charts  and  other  apparatus. 

With  a  few  exceptions,  directors  appear  to  realize  the  importance  of 
good  school  accommodations.  One  has  said  that  ''next  to  an  accomplished 
professional  teacher  and  an  intelligent  public  sentiment,  a  convenient,  well- 
ai  ranged  and  furnished  school  house  is  the  most  essential  condition  of  suc- 
cess." 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  the  pulling  down  of  these  dilapidated 
frame  hovels,  and  the  erection  in  their  stead  of  houses  which  are  a  credit, 
not  only  to  the  directors,  but  to  the  people  who  erected  them. 

Sheakly  ville  is  building  a  two-story  brick  house  for  a  graded  school.  Cost, 
about  §3,000. 

Hickory  is  building  a  house  in  Wheatland  simila"  to  the  one  in  Sharps- 
ville. Delaware  is  erecting  a  two-story  brick  building  in  Xew  Hamburg 
fur  a  graded  school. 

Ground*. — The  Sharon  directors  have  indicated  their  liberality  and  ap- 
preciation of  the  beautiful  by  grading  and  fencing  their  school  grounds, 
and  planting  them  with  trees  and  shrubbery,  at  a  total  cost  of  about  $2,000. 
The  Greenville  directors  have  graded  their  grounds  and  planted  them  with 
trees.  They  intend  to  fence  and  otherwise  improve  them,  at  a  cost  of  about 
$2,000. 

But  little  attention  has,  as  j'et,  been  paid  to  this  verj'  important  matter. 
One  hundred  and  thirty  houses  in  the  county  have  "sufficient  grounds," 
but  only  about  twenty-two  of  these  have  grounds  "suitably  improved.*' 
Will  not  those  directors  who  have  built  neat  and  substantial  school  houses 
endeavor  to  complete  their  work  by  improving  their  school  grounds  ?  Will 
not  the  citizens  of  these  districts  aid  their  directors  in  this  work  ?  Fence 
the  grounds,  plant  shade  trees  and  skrubber}',  and  you  will  make  glad  the 
hearts  of  the  girls  and  boys  who  attend  your  schools. 
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Apparatus. — One  hundred  and  seventy-six  schools  are  reasonably  well 
supplied  with  apparatus.  Many  of  these  have  geographical  maps,  charts 
and  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary.  Nearly  every  school  in  the  county 
is  supplied  with  sufficient  black-board  surface.  About  thirty  were  supplied 
during  the  year  with  globes. 

Graded  Schools. — There  are  fifty  graded  schools  in  the  county,  four  of 
which  were  graded  during  the  past  year. 

Normal  School. — In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  State 
Superintendent,  the  directors  of  Mercer  have  established  a  Normal  depart- 
ment in  connection  with  their  Union  school,  for  the  "special  training  of 
teachers  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching,  together  with  a  careful  re- 
view of  all  the  branches  taught  in  our  common  schools."  This  is  a  step  in 
the  right  direction.  Many  of  our  young  teachers  are  unable  to  attend  our 
excellent  State  Normal  school,  and  will  be  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  for  improvement  which  this  Normal  school  in  Mercer  will 
afford.  It  will  be  under  the  management  of  Prof.  H.  R.  Stewart,  an  earnest 
and  energetic  educator,  who  will  strive  to  have  the  school  accomplish  the 
purpose  for  which  it  has  been  established.  It  would  be  well  to  establish  a 
similar  school  in  Greenville. 

OFFICIAL   WORK. 

The  number  of  public  examinations  held 52 

The  number  of  private  examinations  held , 18 

The  number  of  applicants  examined 548 

The  number  of  applicants  rejected 184 

The  number  of  provisional  certificates  issued 354 

The  number  of  professional  certificates  issued 13 

The  number  of  visits  to  schools 289 

The  number  of  official  letters  written ,        429 

The  number  of  miles  travelled 3,  275 

Held  two  branch  institutes,  attended  one  National  Teachers'  Convention, 
one  State  Teachers'  Association,  and  three  County  Institutes. 

County  Institute. — Our  County  Institute,  which  met  in  Mercer  on  the 
SGtfc.  of  December,  was  one  of  the  most  successful  educational  meetings  ever 
held  in  the  county.  The  regular  instructors  were  Miss  Emma  Garfield,  of 
Warren,  Pa.;  Prof.  J.  G.  Townsend,  of  North-East,  Pa.;  Prof.  M.  Gantz, 
of  New  Castle,  and  Prof.  H.  R.  Stewart,  of  Mercer.  Lecturers — Rev.  J. 
R.  Findley,  of  Mercer;  Prof.  N.  Coe  Stewart,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Hon. 
M.  C.  Trout,  of  Sharon,  Pa.,  and  Prof.  Mays,  of  New  Castle.  Profs.  Geo. 
J.  Lucky  and  Harrison,  of  Pittsburg;  Prof.  J.  W.  Canon,  of  Edinboro',  and 
J.  G.  Albin,  Esq.,  of  Mercer,  were  present,  and  gave  valuable  aid  and  en- 
couragement to  the  good  cause. 
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The  lectures,  practical  drills  and  discussions  were  of  such  a  character  as 
to  keep  up  the  most  intense  interest  until  the  close  of  the  institute. 

The  Press Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  editors  of  the  different  county 

papers  far  publishing,  gratuitously,  matters  of  much  importance  to  teachers 
and  school  directors. 

OBSTACLES   IN   THE    WAY    OF    IMPROVEMENT. 

Ungraded  salaries  ;  shortness  of  the  school  term  ;  irregular  attendance  ; 
want  of  sufficient  public  interest  and  nerve  on  the  part  of  directors  to  ad- 
minister school  affairs ;  want  of  a  live  interest  on  the  part  of  the  people  ; 
want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  thoroughly  qualified  teachers. 

The  most  pressing  educational  want  is  competent  teachers,  and  until  this 
want  is  supplied  it  is  utterly  in  vain  to  expect  the  requisite  improvement 
in  our  common  schools.  Our  teachers,  we  believe,  are  as  well  qualified  as 
those  of  any  other  county  in  the  State.  Some  of  them  have  made  com- 
mendable progress  during  the  past  3rear,  and  are  still  adding  to  their  store 
of  knowledge.  It  is,  however,  a  lamentable  fact  that  the  instruction  in 
many  of  our  schools  is  very  superficial.  The  success  of  a  school  depends 
almost  entirely  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  teacher.  The  first  class  teacher 
will,  to  a  great  extent,  make  up  for  every  other  lack.  If  a  teacher  of  this 
kind  be  employed  for  three  or  four  successive  terms,  in  a  district  where  the 
people  place  a  low  estimate  on  the  value  of  education,  he  will  be  able  to 
revolutionize  the  popular  sentiment  on  this  subject. 

It  is  poor  economy  to  provide  superior  school  accommodations  unless 
competent  instructors  are  employed.  Irregular  attendance  is  a  great  evil, 
but  we  believe  it  would  be  unwise  to  enact  a  law  compelling  the  attendance 
of  scholars  until  we  have  better  teachers.  Thoroughly  qualified  teachers 
first,  then  a  "compulsory  law." 

Our  people,  generally,  are  favorable  to  the  cause  of  common  schools, 
though  some  of  them  are  too  indifferent  to  the  adoption  of  progressive 
measures.  We  have  a  few  constitutional  croakers — intellectual  dyspeptics — 
whose  object,  it  appears,  is  to  keep  down  the  taxes.  We  are  glad  to  say 
that  there  are  not  very  many  of  this  class  in  the  county. 

Where  the  people  learn  to  appreciate  the  value  of  education  they  will  be 
rea7y.  not  only  to  employ  good  teachers,  but  to  pay  them  liberal  wages. 
Every  effort  should  be  made  to  awaken  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  a  deep 
and  abiding  interest  in  the  cause  of  common  schools.  The  influence  of  the 
press,  the  pulpit  and  other  agencies  should  be  combined  to  accomplish  this 
great  and  glorious  object. 
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MIFFLIN  COUNTY.— J.  M.  Bell. 

Perhaps  in  no  county  in  the  State  can  be  found  more  zealous  supporters 
of  the  common  school  system  than  in  little  Mifflin  ;  yet,  strange  to  say, 
occasionally  we  meet  one  who  entertains  the  idea  tbat  the  schools  of  to-day 
arc  no  better  than  they  were  half  a  century  ago.  Such  persons  deserve  our 
sympathy,  since  their  attainments  disqualify  them  to  judge  wisely. 

While  the  progress  is  slow,  yet  the  indications  are  favorable  ;  the  desire 
to  have  better  qualified  teachers  is  increasing,  and  the  opinion  that  teach- 
ers should  be  paid  according  to  qualification  and  ability  to  impart  instruc- 
tion is  becoming  more  general.  As  evidence  of  this,  the  salaries  of  teach- 
ers have  been  increased  in  five  districts  from  one  to  five  dollars,  and  in  no 
instance  that  I  know  of  have  they  been  reduced. 

School  Houses. — Six  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  3Tear : 
Union,  Oliver,  Granville,  Decatur,  each  one,  and  Derry  two.  The  one  built 
at  Yeagertown,  in  Derry,  was  attached  to  the  one  built  a  few  years  since, 
thus  affording  an  opportunity  for  grading  the  schools,  and  accounts  for  no 
more  houses  being  reported  this  year  than  was  last.  Those  built  in  Union, 
Oliver  and  Decatur  are  plank  houses,  the  one  in  Granville  frame,  and  those 
in  Derry  brick.  They  are  all  well  planned  and  neat  superstructures,  costing 
between  five  and  six  thousand  dollars,  comfortably  seated,  well  supplied 
with  black-board  surface,  and  reflect  much  credit  on  the  architects,  as  well 
as  on  the  artificers.  The  old  adage,  "whatever  is  worth  doing  at  all  is 
worth  doing  well,"  is  manifesting  itself  more  fully  each  year  in  the  actions 
of  the  directors  of  our  county,  particularly  as  regards  building;  and  while 
good  houses  are  erected  in  all  parts  of  the  count}7,  when  needed,  }Tet  the 
directors  of  Derry  and  Menno  districts  seem  determined  to  occupy  the 
front  rank,  since  all  the  houses  that  have  been  built  recently  have  been 
built  of  brick,  and  the  former  can  boast  of  having  four,  and  the  latter 
five,  school  rooms  that  are  not  surpassed  by  any  in  the  county.  The  twelve 
houses  reported  unfit  for  use  are  situated  in  the  following  districts : 
Brown,  2  ;  Bratton,  1 ;  Derry,  1  ;  Decatur,  1  ;  Lewistown,  2;  Menno,  1  ; 
Oliver,  1  ;  Union,  2,  and  Wayne,  1.  This  roll  might  be  increased  without 
any  compunction  of  conscience,  but  as  the  directors  generally  manifest  a 
willingness  to  improve  and  erect  new  houses  as  promptly  as  their  funds 
will  allow,  we  are  disposed  to  be  reasonable.  The  one  in  Decatur  will  be 
replaced  by  a  new  one  this  season,  and  cheering  reports  come  from  Lewis- 
town,  and  it  is  confident. y  believed  that,  by  another  year,  she  will  redeem 
herself  from  the  stigma  of  compelling  her  children  to  attend  school  in 
those  old  dilapidated,  box-like  establishments,  less  comfortable  than  many 
persons  provide  for  their  cattle.  Some  of  the  directors  of  Brown,  however, 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  many  of  the  citizens,  are  disposed  to  economize 
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by  repairing  the  old  building,  that  has  long  since  served  its  time;  is  too 
small,  too  low  in  ceiling,  needs  a  new  roof,  new  floor  ;  in  short,  new  every- 
thing.    The  folly  of  such  economy  will  certainly  be  regretted. 

Furniture. — Most  of  the  houses  in  the  county  are  supplied  with  comfort- 
able furniture.  The  height  of  seats,  and  inclination  of  the  backs  of  desks 
are  claiming  more  general  attention.  The  principal  want  in  the  forty-five 
reported  as  having  insufficient  furniture  is  chairs. 

Ground*. — Unfortunately  but  little  attention  is  paid  to  school  grounds. 
Many  directors  think  a  quarter  or  a  half  acre,  at  most,  is  all  that  is  needed  ; 
and  the  fact  that  the  pla}r  ground  should  be  divided  by  a  board  fence,  in 
the  rear  of  the  house,  has  been  lost  sight  of  altogether.  With  four  excep- 
tions fencing  is  left  out  of  the  question,  and  where  fences  have  been  built 
there  seems  to  be  but  little  care  taken,  by  teachers  and  pupils,  to  keep  the 
grounds  in  good  order.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  see  a  heap  of  ashes  in 
front  of  the  house,  or  the  yard  littered  with  rubbish  of  various  kinds. 

Apparatus. — A  large  number  of  the  schools  are  supplied  with  globes. 
Seventy-two  of  them  are  furnished  with  out  line  maps ;  some  of  these  are 
old,  and  should  be  replaced  with  new  ones.  A  few  of  the  schools  of  Lew- 
istown  and  Union  districts  were  supplied  this  year.  Though  all  of  the 
schools  are  supplied  with  black-boards,  yet  many  of  them  are  so  glazed 
that  they  cannot  be  used  with  any  degree  of  comfort. 

Most  of  the  schools  are  supplied  with  alphabet  charts  or  cards. 

Schools. — Most  of  our  schools  have  made  good  progress  during  the  year. 
We  have  a  respectable  number  of  very  good  ones,  some  medium  and  a  few 
a  grade  lower.  Four  failures  occurred.  Whole  number  of  schools  ninety- 
nine.  Taken  as  a  whole,  considerable  improvement  is  manifested — more 
thorough  instruction  and  better  government.  While  a  number  of  directors 
throughout  the  county  took  considerable  i;  ttrest  in  the  schools  of  their 
districts,  yet  the  secretary  of  the  Lewistown  board,  an  old  teacher,  excelled, 
and  deserves  great  credit  for  the  untiring  perseverance  manifested  in  his 
desire  to  benefit  the  schools.  Fourteen  closed  with  public  e>  animation  <  or 
reviews  ;  some  improvement  on  last  year,  l>ut  not  as  much  as  was  desirable. 

Cheerfulness. — The  large  number  of  schools  that  are  kept  clean  and  neat, 
and  particularly  those  that  are  tastefully  decorated  with  mottoes,  pictures, 
evergreens,  etc.,  are  in  striking  contrast  with  the  few  whose  bare  walls, 
soiled  floors,  haggled  desks,  are  well  calculated  to  produce  loom,  and  de- 
stroy the  finer  feelings  of  the  pupils  that  should  be  cultivated  and  cared  for. 

Teachers. — In  devotion  and  zeal  a  large  majority  of  our  teachers  are 
second  to  none.  This  is  evinced  by  <hi  eagerness  manifested  by  them  to 
embrace  every  possible  opportunity  for  s  di-improvement ;  j'et  on  account 
of  receiving  more  compensation  tlsewhere  on  ranks  are  bein.(  decreased 
annually  about  one-quarter,  since  the  number  having  no  experience  is  twen- 
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ty-four,  and  there  are  only  thirty-four  in  the  county  who  have  taught  more 
than  five  years.  This,  to  me,  is  conclusive  evidence  that  our  progress  is 
each  year  materially  retarded  by  having  about  one-quarter  of  our  work 
performed  by  apprentices,  while  other  counties  and  States,  that  pay  more 
adecpiate  compensation,  are  receiving  the  benefit  of  our  experienced  icork- 
men.  About  forty  of  the  actual  teachers  of  the  county  have  attended  school 
during  the  summer. 

Xon  attendance. — From  the  most  reliable  sources  possible,  I  am  led  to  be- 
lieve that  there  are  between  two  hundred  and  three  hundred  children  of  proper 
school  age  whose  shadows  never  darken  a  school  room  door,  or,  if  at  all,  so 
seldom  and  disconnectedly  that  nothing  can  be  accomplished.  That  there 
is  this  a  large  number  of  children  growing  up,  many  of  them  almost  in  sight 
of  school  bouses,  and  all  in  the  midst  of  the  ample  provision  that  has  been 
made,  is  a  topic  that  should  claim  the  attention  and  elicit  the  enthusiasm 
of  every  true  philanthropist.  I  would  ask  how  long  will  the  good  people 
of  Mifrlin  county  tolerate  this  evil  in  their  midst  ? 

Educational  Meetings. — At  these  meetings,  nine  in  number,  including 
institute,  which  were  well  attended,  and  seemed  to  be  appreciated  by  the 
citizens  where  held,  we  aimed  to  present  the  matter  of  non-attendance 
in  its  most  forcible  light,  and  at  the  close  took  an  expression  of  those 
present  as  to  the  propriety  of  having  this  evil  remedied  by  law,  and  though 
the  opinion  that  it  should  be  was  not  argued  or  sustained  by  myself,  yet 
in  most  cases  the  vote  was  emphatically  yea. 

District  Institutes. — Lewistown  is  the  only  district  where  the  institute  is 
encouraged  by  ditectors,  the  time  thus  spent  being  deducted  from  the  school 
month,  and  is  certainly  productive  of  good.  In  Oliver,  however,  the  teach- 
ers, without  any  other  incentive  than  a  desire  to  improve,  met  regularly  in 
the  evening.  The  exercises  consisted  of  class  drill,  discussions  and  vocal 
music.  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  exercises  of  the  session  I  attended, 
and  left  hoping  that  this  laudable  spirit  would  be  manifested  in  more  dis- 
tricts than  Oliver  by  another  year. 

EDUCATIONAL   WORK   DONE. 

Examinations Held  12  regular  and  2  special  examinations;  granted 

lit  provisional  and  2  professional  certificates.  Of  those  examined  52  were 
female  and  67  male  teachers.  Whole  number  of  directors  attending  ex- 
aminations, 52  ;  whole  number  of  citizens,  369.  Average  grade  of  certifi- 
cates, nearly  2. 

Visitations. — Made  210  visits  to  schools  ;  average  length  about  Z\  hours. 
Traveled  1,745  miles;  wrote  138  official  letters;  attended  2  institutes  and 
13  educational  meetings. 

All  the  school  houses  were  visited  twice  except  three,  and  all  the  schools 
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twice  but  five.  Three  of  them  were  not  in  session  when  visiting  in  their 
vicinity. 

The  Institute  was  held  at  Lewistown  the  last  week  in  November,  and  was 
a  decided  success.  Ninety-seven  (97)  of  the  actual  teachers  of  the  county 
were  in  attendance,  manifesting  their  professional  zeal  by  a  close  attention 
to  the  instruction  given.  The  attendance  of  citizens  from  town  and  country 
was  good — a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  advancement  of  popular  edu- 
cation. Directors'  day  passed  very  satisfactorily.  Superintendent  Houck 
seemed  to  anticipate  their  wants  only  as  a  live,  practical  man  can  do,  and 
we  are  convinced  that  some  of  them  left  entertaining  different  views,  and 
better  prepared  to  discharge  their  duty  as  directors.  The  lecturers  and  in- 
structors were  Profs. Schneider,  of  Lewistown ;  C.  II.  Harding,  of 

Philadelphia ;  Mrs.  Anna  T.  Randall,  of  N.  Y.,  and  Hon.  Henry  Houck, 
Deputy  S.;ate  Superintendent,  of  Harrisburg.  The  same  courtesy  that  was 
acknowledged  in  my  last  is  due  the  ministers  and  citizens  of  Lewistown 
and  county  for  the  interest  manifested  and  assistance  rendered,  and  to  the 
editors  of  the  county  papers  for  the  free  use  of  their  columns,  with  a  de- 
sire to  advance  the  cause  of  general  education. 

Other  Educational  Agencies. — The  same  institutions  of  learning  that 
were  mentioned  in  my  last,  including  W.  C.  M'Clenahen's  Normal  class,  in 
Decatur,  have  all  been  in  successful  operation  during  the  year  and  attended 
with  similar  results. 

OBSTACLES   IN    THE   WAT. 

Since  most  of  these  originate  from  a  want  of  a  proper  appreciation  of 
the  subject  of  general  education,  they  must  wane  in  proportion  to  the  pro- 
gress of  the  latter  ;  hence  the  need  of  a  higher  standard  of  education. 

MEASURES    CALCULATED   TO   PROMOTE   IMPROVEMENT. 

Confidently  believing  that  the  wisdom  and  perseverance  that  have  se- 
cured for  the  school  system  its  present  prominence  will  be  used  to  carry  it 
on  toward  perfection,  and  that  the  principal  lever,  viz:  to  lengthen  the 
minimum  school  year,  rests  solely  with  the  Legislature,  and  will  no  doubt 
be  effected  at  the  earliest  possible  period  practical,  bj'  the  untiring  zeal  and 
unyielding  potency  of  our  worthy  State  Superintendent,  we  are  willing  uto 
labor  and  to  wait." 

Conclusion. — My  warmest  thanks  are  due  and  are  here  tendered  the  citi- 
zens of  Mifflin  county  for  their  hospitality,  and  to  all  for  the  assistance 
rendered  and  kindness  received. 


144  MONROE  COUNTY. 

MONROE  COUNTY.— Jeremiah  Fruttchey. 

While  passing  in  review  the  educational  work  of  the  past  year  in  this 
county,  I  fe.el  there  is  good  cause  for  encouragement.  There  is  evidence 
that  the  spirit  of  progress  is  among  us. 

Now  houses  have  been  built  the  past  year.  More  and  better  ones  have 
been  contracted  for  to  be  built.  More  interest  is  being  taken  in  the  work 
of  the  school  room.  The  grade  of  the  teacher's  certificate  is  more  closely 
scrutinized.  The  acknowledgment  comes  more  frequently  that  teachers' 
salaiies  are  too  low  and  the  school  terms  too  short. 

Of  the  new  houses  built  the  last  year,  one  is  at  Mechanicsville,  a  new 
Bab-district  in  Chestnut  Hill,  a  good  house  and  provided  with  good  common 
furniture.  Also,  a  good  house  in  the  ''Mountain"  sub-district,  Jackson 
township.  Mixell's,  in  Ross,  has  a  new  house  and  a  new  location  for  the 
house.  The  old  house  stood  "where  three  ways  meet."  But  a  change  for 
the  better  has  been  made.  The  new  house  has  a  play  ground  sufficient  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  school.  Kellersville,  in  Hamilton,  has  also  been 
promoted.  The  old  octagon  stone  house  has  been  abandoned,  and  the 
school  has  taken  possession  of  a  new  house  inferior  to  none  in  the  count}7. 
The  cost  of  the  house  is  about  $1,000,  borne  in  part  by  the  subscriptions 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  sub-district. 

This  is  an  example  worthy  of  imitation.  If  directors  will  not  or  cannot 
build  a  house  that,  in  point  of  style  or  finish,  will  come  up  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  people,  then  they  had  better  add  by  private  subscriptions  to 
the  amount  the  directors  can  appropriate  to  the  purpose.  A  new  house  in 
the  new  tub-district  of  "Falls,"  in  Barrett,  has  been  built.  Through  the 
liberality  of  Mr.  George  W.  Price,  secretary  of  the  school  board,  the  house 
is  a  gift  to  the  distiict.  It  is  sufficiently  roomy  and  comfortable  for  the 
present  requirements  of  the  school.  The  directors  of  Smithfield  are  about 
to  eclipse  all  of  their  attempts  at  school  architecture.  They  have  con- 
tracted for  the  erection  of  a  two-story  brick  house  at  the  village  of  Dutols- 
burg,  at  a  cost  of  about  §2,000,  exclusive  of  furniture.  It  is  the  intention 
to  establish  a  graded  school  therein.  The  new  borough  of  Fast  Strouds- 
burg  will  also  erect  a  building  for  the  accommodation  of  its  schools.  It 
is  sufficient  to  say  the  directors  are  enterprising  men,  and  will  not  stop 
short  of  a  house  of  the  first  class.  There  are  still  others  that  I  have  heard 
of,  and  doubtless  there  are  some  that  I  have  not  yet  heard  from,  that  will 
be  built  the  coining  season."*  But  there  is  one  township  in  particular,  with 
a  pretty  long  list  of  poor  houses,  to  which,  my  attention  has  been  drawn, 
and  from  which  I  am  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  that  the  old  cabins  will  be 
taken  down  and  their  places  supplied  with  substantial  houses.  I  don't 
know  how  long  I  must  wait.     As  they  now  6tand,  they  are  a  detriment  to 
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the  health  of  the  pupils  attending,  and  to  the  appearance  of  the  respective 
localities  in  which  they  are  situated. 

By  the  statistical  report  it  will  be  seen  that  no  district  is  reported  as 
being  well  supplied  with  apparatus.  The  borough  of  Stroudsburg,  the  town- 
ships of  Tobyhanna,  Smithfield,  Paradise,  Barrett,  Chestnut  Hill,  Polk  and 
the  independent  district  of  Bushkill,  are  supplied  with  globes ;  Strouds- 
burg and  Colbaugh  with  out-line  maps.  Black-boards  are  found  in  nearly 
all  the  schools,  and  ranging  in  quality  from  those  of  the  first  rate,  to  the 
worthless.  Stroudsburg,  Barrett,  Bushkill  and  Eldred  have  excellent  black- 
board surface,  and  plenty  of  it.  What  constitutes  sufficient  apparatus  for 
a  given  school  appears  to  be  not  well  understood.  A  globe  and  a  black- 
board ;  a  black-board  and  a  set  of  out-line  maps,  or  a  black-board  onby,  or 
none  at  all,  is  the  rule.  Rarely  will  you  find  globe,  black-board  and  maps 
in  the  same  school.  I  will  not  do  those  who  have  the  authority  in  this  mat- 
ter the  injustice  to  suppose  that  they,  having  a  knowledge  of  the  wants  of 
a  school,  neglect  to  supply  the  deficiency.  It  is  because  they  do  not  believe 
such  a  want  exists.  I  have  marked  all  schools  "not  well  supplied"  that 
have  not  the  apparatus  necessary  to  illustrate  every  branch  taught  that  is 
capable  of  being  thus  illustrated. 

Grammar,  geography  and  history  have  been  neglected.  We  have  the 
names  of  4,887  pupils  on  the  school  records.  Of  these  about  1,200  are  of 
an  age  to  take  up  successfully  the  study  of  grammar,  and  a  much  larger 
number  are  capable  of  studying  geography.  Yet  we  find  but  337  in  gram- 
mar, 770  in  geography,  and  not  more  than  25  in  history.  At  each  succeed- 
ing visit  this  subject  has  been  alluded  to,  and  the  attention  of  teacher  and 
pupils  called  to  it.  In  man}'  localities,  by  such  means,  these  neglected 
branches  of  study  are  getting  the  attention  bestowed  upon  them  that  they  de- 
serve. In  the  examination  of  teachers,  and  in  the  granting  of  certificates,  the 
standard  is  not  high.  If  set  high  it  will  not  allow  of  sufficient  discrimina- 
tion between  the  middling  and  those  of  that  poorest  class  that  we,  through 
a  cruel  necessity,  are  compelled  to  certificate.  It  is  humiliating  to  confess 
this  much.  But  as  was  intimated  a  year  ago,  improvement  in  the  teachers 
is  visible,  and  the  standard  of  qualifications  will  be  advanced  as  soon  as 
practicable.  Fewer  private  examinations  were  held  than  during  the  year 
preceding. 

At  the  public  examinations  the  classes  were  larger,  and  greater  numbers 
of  directors  and  citizens  were  present.  All  the  schools  but  four  were 
visited  once,  and  some  three  or  more  times.  The  four  not  visited  were  not 
in  session  at  the  time  of  my  visit  in  their  neighborhood.  There  have  been 
five  private  schools  in  operation  in  the  county  during  the  past  year.  The 
estimated  income  of  these  schools  is  about  $3,000.  These  schools  are  of  a 
mixed  character,  instruction  in  each  being  given  in  elementary  as  well  as 
10  School  Rep. 
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the  more  advanced  courses  of  study.  There  were  also  a  number  of  single 
term  schools  in  operation  in  different  parts  of  the  count}\  The  "  Wieker- 
sham  German-English  Normal  school"  bids  fair  to  be  a  success.  Located 
at  Broadheadsville,  in  a  good,  healthy  country,  and  with  its  peculiar  Ger- 
man-English programme,  which  cannot  fail  to  commend  it  to  students  both 
of  German  and  English  descent,  the  school  will  doubtless  win  the  success 
it  deserves. 

The  building  committee  has  employed  an  architect  to  arrange  a  plan  for 
the  building.  Work  upon  it  will  begin  some  time  this  month  (July.) 
When  the  building  is  completed  Chestnut  Hill  can  point  with  pride  to  it  as 
a  monument  of  her  enterprise  and  liberality.  For  it  is  she  who  has  under- 
taken to  champion  the  work  through.  Other  parts  of  the  county  will  lend 
their  aid,  and  also  the  other  counties  of  this  Normal  school  district,  but  to 
Chestnut  Hill,  as  the  pioneer  in  the  good  work,  will  belong  the  honor. 
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School  Houses. — Whole  number,  226.  Twelve  of  these  are  unfit  for  use. 
There  are  4  frame,  23  brick  and  192  stone  buildings.  Franconia,  Limerick, 
Upper  Merion,  Moreland,  Norristown,  Pottsgrove,  Plymouth  and  Spring- 
field, each  built  one  good,  substantial  stone  house,  properly  arranged,  upon 
suitable  ground,  and  well  ventilated.  Those  in  Springfield,  Limerick,  Ply- 
mouth and  Franconia  are  one-story,  costing  from  $1,200  to  $1,800  each. 
Those  in  Pottsgrove,  Upper  Merion  and  Moreland  are  two-story,  for 
graded  schools,  costing  from  $2,000  to  $2,500  each.  That  in  Norristown, 
on  account  of  its  size,  location  and  completeness  in  all  its  parts,  demands 
special  mention.  The  lot  on  which  the  building  is  erected  is  222X262 
feet.  The  main  building  faces  east  and  west,  with  similar  fronting,  1H  feet 
in  extent,  55  feet  deep,  with  wing  at  each  end  28  feet,  face  receding  10  feet 
from  front  of  main  building.  The  whole  structure  is  two  stories ;  height  of 
stories  in  clear,  13^  feet ;  cellar,  under  whole,  8  feet  deep,  in  which  are 
placed  four  heaters.  Ventilation  is,  perhaps,  as  nearly  perfect  as  can,  under 
existing  scientific  principles,  be  obtained.  The  building  contains  8  rooms, 
25|X30  feet,  each  having  a  small  private  room  for  cloaks,  hats,  &c.  Par- 
titions between  large  rooms  are  glass  and  movable.  A  hall  13  feet  extends 
through  main  building,  in  which  are  two  flight  of  stairs,  with  heavy  balus- 
trade leading  to  second  story.  Over  this  hall,  in  second  story,  are  two 
rooms,  13X15  feet,  suitable  for  class  rooms.  A  neat  belfry  surmounts  the 
main  building,  affording  a  view  of  the  whole  town,  and  an  extended  prospect 
of  the  surrounding  country.  Strength  of  material,  plan  and  care  in 
construction  would  seem  to  give  assurance  that  this  noble  structure  must 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY.  147 

stand  for  ages,  a  lasting  monument  of  honor  to  the  directors  and  all  others 
who  can  lay  claim  to  a  share  in  its  erection.  The  entire  cost,  including  lot, 
building,  grading,  furniture  and  all  necessar}'  fixtures,  is  $25,000. 

Furniture. — Franconia,  Limerick  and  Upper  Sal  ford  each  furnished  one 
building  with  new  furniture;  Gwynedd  furnished  one;  Upper  Merion,two  ; 
Moreland,  one  ;  Norristown,  five  ;  Pottstown,  two  ;  Plymouth,  one  ;  Lower 
Providence,  one  ;  Pottstown,  five,  and  Springfield,  one,  with  best  iron-frame 
desks. 

Graded  Schools. — All  the  borough  schools,  fifty-six  in  number,  are  graded . 
and  have  an  entire  uniformity  of  books.  Graded  schools  in  townships  may 
be  thus  noted : 

Abington,  7  schools — 4  graded  ;  Cheltenham,  7  schools — 4  graded ;  Lower 
Morion,  11  schools — 8  graded  ;  Upper  Merion,  12  schools — 4  graded  ;  Upper 
Dublin,  5  schools — 2  graded;  Whitemarsh,  11  schools — 7  graded;  Pott- 
grove,  13  schools — 2  graded;  New  Hanover,  12  schools — 2  graded  ;  More- 
land,  9  schools — 6  graded;  Plymouth,  G  schools — 2  graded.  Forty-one 
graded  schools  in  the  country  and  56  in  boroughs,  making  97  in  all.  By  this 
it  may  be  seen  that  more  than  one-third  of  all  the  schools  in  the  county 
are  graded.  The  superior  advantage  in  graded  schools  renders  it  advisa- 
ble to  grade  as  rapidly  as  practicable. 

Teachers. — There  are  181  male  and  108  female  teachers.  Steadily  is  the 
number  of  female  teachers  gaining  on  that  of  the  male.  Some  districts 
that,  a  few  years  ago,  would  not  employ  female  teachers,  now  give  tha" 
class  the  preference. 

Moral  Instruction. — Nearly  all  tho  schools  are  opened  with  prayer,  sink- 
ing or  by  reading  a  portion  of  Scripture  ;  some  are  closed  with  prayer  and 
singing.  A  great  majority  of  teachers  seem  to  have  a  proper  appreciation 
of  their  position,  and  endeavor  to  impress  their  charge  with  the  import- 
ance of  growing  up  subject  to  law  and  order,  of  shunning  vice  and  immo- 
rality, and  choosing,  instead,  to  walk  in  the  paths  of  wisdom  and  of  virtue. 

Apparatus. — All  the  schools  are  furnished  with  black-boards  ;  some,  how 
ever,  not  to  the  extent  desirable.  There  should  be  sufficient  black-board 
surface  to  exercise  a  whole  class  at  once.  One  hundred  and  fort3r-thre3 
schools  have  out-line  maps  ;  123  have  globes  ;  33  have  astronomical  charts  ; 
some  have  elocutionary  charts,  spelling  and  reading  charts,  mathematical 
frames,  unabridged  dictionaries  and  clocks.  A  few  of  the  schools  are  form- 
ing librairies  for  the  use  of  teachers  and  scholars.  Norristown  and  Con- 
shohocken  are  adding  each  year  to  their  philosophical  and  chemical  appa- 
ratus, of  which  they  have  already  a  sufficient  amount  for  illustration  to  the 
extent  that  these  branches  are  now  taught  in  their  respective  schools.  Some 
schools  give  public  entertainments,  and  by  this  means  obtain  funds  with 
which  to  purchase  such  apparatus  as  they  think  they  most  need. 
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Institutes. — Sixteen  districts  held  institutes,  having  a  total  of  141  teach- 
ers in  attendance.  This  shows  an  increase  over  last  year.  The  advantages 
resulting  from  properly  conducted  institutes  cannot  be  questioned.  We 
held,  in  the  month  of  November,  in  the  court  house,  at  Norristown,  a  very 
successful  meeting  of  the  County  Institute,  continuing  five  days,  with 
evening  sessions.  A  larger  attendance  of  teachers  was  had  than  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  difficulty  in  rendering  these  institutes  as  beneficial  to 
teachers  as  could  be  desired,  is  owing  to  the  unwillingness  of  many  to  take 
an  active  part  in  the  exercises.  A  due  meed  of  praise,  however,  must  be 
accorded  those  who  seemed  to  understand  their  duty,  and  who,  to  the  best 
of  their  abilit}',  discharged  said  duty.  Amongst  the  instructors  and  lec- 
turers from  abroad  may  be  mentioned  Profs.  H.  W.  Super,  W.  N.  Hull,  J. 
G.  Moore,  Stephen  Alexander  and  S.  S.  Haldeman  ;  Dr.  R.  E.  Rogers  and 
Superintendent  J.  P.  Wickersham.  If  possible,  this  institute  was  an  im- 
provement upon  the  one  held  the  previous  year. 

Examinations. — Thirty-four  examinations  were  held — one  in  each  dis- 
trict ;  189  directors  were  in  attendance ;  252  received  provisional  certificates  ; 
48  were  rejected;  3  subsequently  received  professional  certificates.  Owing 
to  the  scarcity  of  teachers  22  were  examined  privately  to  fill  vacancies. 

Visitations. — I  visited  all  the  schools  once ;  5  were  closed  when  I  called, 
consequently  did  not  gain  admittance;  2  were  closed  on  account  of  sick- 
ness ;  3  had  closed  their  term  a  day  or  two  before  my  call.  In  all  I  made 
290  visits,  of  about  lg-  hours  each.     Made  143  addresses. 

Normal  Class. — During  the  last  part  of  the  school  year  I  instructed,  at 
Trappe,  a  large  class  of  young  ladies  and  gentlemen,  who  are  aiming  at  a 
higher  grade  in  teaching. 

Conclusion. — When  we  take  into  consideration  the  increased  salaries, 
the  care  in  selecting  the  best  teachers,  the  willingness  to  spend  money  for 
better  houses  and  better  furniture,  the  lengthening  of  term,  and  the  increas- 
ing number  of  graded  schools,  we  cannot  help  but  be  hopeful  for  the  future. 
Let  the  salaries  be  such  as  to  make  it  an  object  for  young  men  and  young 
women  to  make  themselves  master  of  their  profession  ;  and  then  let  direc- 
tors employ  none  but  those  who  are  fully  competent,  and  who  can  give  an 
equivalent  for  remunerative  salaries. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY.— William  Henry. 

In  writing  this,  my  fifth  annual  report,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  report 
progress  in  the  following  particulars,  namely:    In  the  erection  of  houses, 
the  attendance  at  examinations,  the  employment  of  teachers,  and  in  the  visi- 
ation  of  schools. 
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Houses  Built. — la  Anthony,  1  ;  in  Cooper,  1  ;  in  Derry,  1,  and  in  Ma- 
honing, 1.  Those  built  in  Anthon}r,  Cooper  and  Derry  are  good  frame 
buildings,  of  sufficient  size  to  meet  the  present  demands  of  the  districts  in 
which  they  are  erected.  They  are  well  furnished  with  black-board  surface. 
The  entire  arrangement  of  the  interior,  and  the  general  appearance  of  ex- 
terior, manifest  much  improvement  over  those  built  in  former  years. 

The  one  in  Mahoning  is  a  two-story  brick  structure,  45  by  30  feet,  the 
first  story  12  feet,  and  the  second  13  feet  in  the  clear.  Beautifully  located, 
substantially  built,  and  furnished  with  good  patent  furniture,  well  arranged, 
with  about  150  feet  of  black-board  surface.  It  is  the  best  school  building 
in  the  country  districts  in  the  county,  and  reflects  much  credit  upon  the 
directors  who  had  it  erected,  and  is  an  ornament  to  the  neighborhood  in 
which  it  is  located.     It  cost  about  $3,500. 

The  old  dilapidated  houses  are  passing  away,  and  good  modern-styled 
ones  are  taking  their  places.  We  feel  certain  that  at  no  distant  day  the 
last  vestige  of  them  will  have  disappeared,  and  first  class  ones  will  have 
taken  their  place. 

Examinations. — In  holding  our  examinations  we  adopted  the  oral  and 
written  methods  combined.  We  consider  this  necessary  in  making  an  ex- 
amination thorough,  and  in  bringing  out  the  full  ability  that  an  applicant 
may  possess. 

There  were  directors  present  at  every  examination,  and  in  a  number  of 
districts  the  whole  board  was  present,  and  employed  their  teachers  on  the 
day  of  examination. 

Visitations. — Two  hundred  and  twenty-four  visits  were  made  to  the 
schools,  being  an  average  of  about  thi'ee  visits  to  each  school.  The  schools 
were  visited  soon  after  their  opening,  at  which  time  my  business  was  to 
learn  the  teacher's  manner  and  ability  to  impart  instruction  to  his  pupils ; 
and  whenever  he  was  found  lacking  we  tried  to  remedy  it  by  calling  his 
attention  to  it,  or  by  taking  charge  of  the  class. 

In  my  second  visits  in  the  countr}7  districts  I  spent  a  half  dajr  in  each 
school  in  examining  the  pupils  in  the  branches  they  were  studj'ing.  We 
had  the  pleasure  of  having  more  directors  with  us  the  last  year  than  any 
previous  one.  In  some  districts  from  one  to  four  directors  visited  every 
school  with  us,  and  in  a  number  of  instances  made  short  addresses  to  the 
school,  showing  the  pupils  the  importance  of  making  good  use  of  their  time 
while  the  school  term  lasted,  which  are  certainly  strong  indications  of  im- 
provement on  the  part  of  directors  in  this  county. 

The  County  Institute  met  at  Danville,  December  26,  and  continued  in 
session  five  days.  The  instructors  were  Profs.  Carver  and  Walker,  of  the 
State  Normal  school  at  Bloomsburg,  and  Kelso,  of  the  Danville  seminary, 
and  Mr.  Henry  Houck,  of  the  School  Department.     These  gentlemen  all 
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delivered  lectures  before  the  institute.  The  Rev.  U.  S.  Graves,  of  Danville, 
favored  the  institute  with  an  able  and  telling  lecture,  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, and  rendered  other  valuable  service  during  the  entire  week.  It  was 
the  best  meeting  of  the  institute  ever  held  in  the  county,  both  in  the  num- 
ber in  attendance  and  the  interest  manifested  by  teachers  and  citizens. 

In  a  small  county  like  ours  we  are  unable,  for  the  want  of  funds,  to  make 
our  institutes  as  interesting  and  profitable  as  they  otherwise  would  be.  If 
our  teachers  would  all  attend  every  day  we  could  not  draw  out  of  the  county 
treasury  much  over  one  hundred  dollars,  which  is  but  a  very  small  sum  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  a  good  institute. 

We  suggest  that  a  specified  sum,  say  $200,  be  appropriated  by  the  State 
to  each  county  for  institute  purposes.  At  present  we  cannot  secure  first 
class  help  from  abroad  for  want  of  funds,  while  in  large  counties  they  can 
have  a  superabundance  of  such  help. 

While  we  are  able  to  report  progress  in  most  particulars,  we  are  obliged 
to  report  a  falling  off  in  the  length  of  term  in  some  districts,  therefore,  we 
ask  an  increase  in  the  minimum  school  term.  We  are  able,  and  in  a  num- 
ber of  districts  willing,  to  have  it  increased  to  six  months.  In  the  follow- 
ing districts  there  are  from  six  to  ten  months  school.  Danville  and  Wasli- 
ingtonville  boroughs,  Derry,  Liberty,  Valley,  West  Hemlock  and  Pine  Grove. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  teachers,  directors  and  citizens  for  their  hospi- 
tality. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY.— William  N.  Walker. 

Allen  Township- — This  district  is  divided  into  seven  sub-districts,  with  a 
school  population  of  about  400. 

One  substantial  and  commodious  one-story  frame  house  was  erected  at 
Poust's,  adjacent  to  the  borough  of  Catasauqua.  The  dimensions  are 
50  by  26  feet,  with  the  ceiling  12  feet  above  the  first  floor.  It  contains 
10  long  windows,  with  18  panes,  10  by  14  inches,  in  each  window.  It  is 
furnished  with  good  desks  and  seats  for  60  pupils,  and  with  about  100 
square  feet  of  good  black-wall  surface.  It  occupies  a  suitable  site  on  a  half 
acre  lot,  which  latter  is  properly  enclosed  by  a  good  board  fence,  with  a 
strong  double  gate.     The  lot  cost  $500,  and  the  building  $2,100. 

This  district  will  build  two  brick  houses  during  the  present  summer,  one 
at  Stenton  and  the  other  near  Kreidersville. 

The  houses  of  Allen  are  well  supplied  with  necessary  apparatus,  furni- 
ture, out-buildings,  &c. 

The  schools  are,  generally,  well  classified,  and  the  books  uniform. 
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The  teachers  kept  up  a  live  district  institute,  and  attended  the  County 
Institute  in  a  body  the  whole  time. 

The  directors  have  been  faithful  to  their  trust. 

Would  it  not  be  a  wise  policy  to  pay  the  teachers  $50  per  month,  and 
•secure  the  services  of  well  qualified  teachers  for  all  the  schools? 

Bath  Borough. — The  schools  are  kept  in  a  good  two-story  brick  house, 
with  three  rooms;  All  the  essential  requisites  for  carrying  on  the  work  of 
instruction  are  provided  by  the  intelligent  and  liberal-minded  directors. 
The  schools  are  graded,  and  I  have  found  nowhere  in  the  county  better  pri- 
mary teaching  than  here. 

Bethlehem  Borough. — For  several  3'ears  the  progress  of  the  schools  has 
been  hampered  by  the  want  of  proper  buildings.  This  hindrance  to  im- 
provement is  now  being  remedied.  One  of  the  finest  and  most  commodi- 
ous school  houses  to  be  found  in  the  State  is  now  nearly  completed,  and 
will  be  occupied  by  the  schools  next  session.  Good  schools  are  appre- 
ciated here,  and  the  day  is  not  far  off  when  no  better  common  schools  can 
be  found  in  the  State  than  here  in  Bethlehem.  We  will  give  a  detailed  de- 
scription of  the  new  school  house  at  Bethlehem  in  our  next  annual  report. 

The  common  school  interests  of  this  town  are  in  the  hands  of  progres- 
sive men.  The  school  board  embraces  nine  of  the  leading  and  most  intel- 
ligent business  men  of  the  place.  An  efficient  district  superintendent  is 
zealously  engaged  in  the  work  of  improving  the  schools,  and  as  soon  as 
the  schools  are  increased  to  the  proper  number,  and  get  possession  of  the 
new  building,  there  will  soon  be  found  manifest  amelioration.  We  have 
here  teachers  of  ripe  experience  and  excellent  qualifications  in  every  sense, 
yet,  it  must  be  confessed,  that  the  average  status  of  the  teaching  force  is 
not  quite  up  to  the  plain  it  should  occupy.  We  are  apt,  in  our  visitations 
and  other  school  work,  to  direct  our  attention  and  energies  too  much  to  the 
higher  departments  of  the  schools,  forgetting  the  fact  that  if  the  primary 
school  is  badly  managed,  the  secondary  grammar  and  high  departments 
must,  in  consequence,  be  crippled. 

The  teachers  keep  up  a  district  institute,  meeting  on  alternate  Monday 
evenings.  We  think  it  a  better  plan  to  hold  a  forenoon  and  an  afternoon 
session  on  alternate  Saturdays.  Bethlehem  pays  the  highest  average  monthly 
salary  in  the  county ;  for  this  reason,  if  for  no  other,  she  should  have  from 
the  most  primary  department  to  the  highest,  the  best  qualified  and  most 
earnest  teachers.  School  population,  TOO.  Of  the  other  excellent  schools 
of  Bethlehem  we  will  speak  in  another  place. 

South  Bethlehem  Borough. — Number  of  houses,  2.  Penrose  building  is 
mi  attractive  three-story  edifice,  with  an  ample  yard,  properly  enclosed,  and 
planted  with  shade  trees.  It  contains  four  large  school  rooms,  two  recita- 
tion rooms,  and  a  large  hall  in  the  third-story.     This  building  and  lot  cost 
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about  $1,500.  Melrose  building,  erected  during  the  present  school  year, 
at  a  cost  of  about  $9,000,  is  a  substantial,  well-arranged  two-story  brick 
structure,  containing  eight  large  school  rooms  and  a  double  stairway  in  the 
centre. 

The  schools  of  this  district,  during  the  last  five  years,  have  progressed 
most  praiseworthily. 

The  directors,  nine  in  number,  manifest  a  deep  interest  in  the  schools. 
We  attended  an  examination  of  the  schools,  which  continued  for  two  days, 
just  prior  to  their  close,  and  found  the  board  of  directors  and  many  of  the 
patrons  in  attendance,  and  well  pleased  with  the  exercises.  These  exami- 
nations are  a  commendable  feature,  and  should  be  inaugurated  throughout 
the  county.  South  Bethlehem  can  boast  as  zealous  a  corps  of  teachers  as 
can  be  found  anywhere.  They  are  regular  and  punctual  in  attendance  at 
their  district  institute,  but  we  are  sorry  that  their  meetings  are  so  ill-timed. 
Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  school  room  work  for  the  day  is  the  very 
worst  time  for  an  institute  that  we  can  think  of.  Let  the  institute  be  held 
on  Saturdays. 

School  population,  about  700  ;  school  term  this  }'ear,  9  months  ;  next 
3'ear,  10  months. 

Bethlehem  Tovmship. — This  township  contains  several  good  houses,  but 
at  least  six  are  too  dilapidated  for  school  purposes.  The  most  attractive 
house  is  that  of  Church  Hill,  near  Brodhead  station.  There  are  about  4T0 
children  in  attendance  at  all  the  schools  of  this  township,  averaging  36  to 
each  school.  The  schools  are  not  as  well  equipped  with  apparatus  as  they 
should  be.  There  should  not  be  a  mixed  or  ungraded  school  in  the  couuty 
without  its  set  of  out-line  maps,  globe,  clock,  alphabet,  spelling  and  writing 
charts,  and  plenty  of  usable  black-board.  Bethlehem  township  was  blessed 
this  year  with  a  working  teachers'  corps.  They  strove  to  excel  in  the 
school  room,  and  they  sustained  one  of  the  most  profitable  district  insti- 
tutes in  the  county.  Upon  the  whole,  we  can  say,  "Well  done,  Bethlehem 
township." 

Bushkill  Toivnship. — Bushkill  has  five  pretty  good  school  houses  and 
five  very  poor  ones.  The  schools  are  supplied  with  globes,  but  not  with 
out-line  maps.  This  township  erected  one  house  (frame)  in  Centre  sub- 
district,  28  by  24  feet,  with  a  ceiling  10  feet  high.  The  house  is  supplied 
with,  not  the  best,  home-made  furniture.  The  area  of  the  lot  is  94  perches. 
Cost  of  building.  $624  61. 

Bushkill  had  no  district  institute.  Why  not  ?  Two  of  the  teachers  failed 
to  report  at  the  County  Institute. 

In  this  district  we  found,  however,  several  very  good  teachers.  We  found, 
also,  at  least  two  very  poor  ones. 

What  is  the  remedy  for  getting  rid  of  those  miserable  fellows  who  worm 
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themselves  into  the  schools  and  wish  to  be  regarded  as  teachers.  Let  the 
directors  fix  the  school  term  at  six  instead  of  Jive  months,  pay  $45  or  $50 
for  a  fall  certificate,  and  appoint,  immediately  after  the  examination,  the 
teachers  who  are  known  to  be  best  qualified,  intellectually,  morally  and 
professionally. 

Centreville  Independent  District. — This  district  was  formed  some  six  or 
eight  years  ago  from  a  part  of  Upper  Mt.  Bethel  township. 

It  contains  one  good  frame  school  house,  with  one  school  room.  We 
have  always  found  quite  an  interesting  and,  in  some  measure,  an  advanced 
school  here.  The  school  term  is,  of  course,  too  short.  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  a  year  is  rather  a  slender  staff  for  the  professional  teacher  to 
lean  upon. 

The  Centreville  school  could,  quite  easily,  be  made  one  of  the  best  in  the 
county.  The  necessary  material,  in  the  form  of  a  goodly  number  of  bright 
girls  and  boys,  is  not  wanting. 

Why  not  have  eight  or  ten  months  of  school,  instead  of  five  ? 

Chapman  Borough. — This  is  the  leading  slate  emporium  of  Northampton 
count}'.  It  contains  one  school,  taught  by  a  veteran  pedagogue,  who  un- 
derstands the  business  and  does  his  work  well. 

The  enterprising  board  of  directors  has  just  supplied  the  school  with  a 
splendid  globe,  set  of  out-line  maps,  &c.  A  beautiful  and  convenient  two- 
story  house  will  be  erected  this  summer,  and  the  schools  graded. 

Bast  Allen  Township. — A  good  house  was  erected  last  summer  in  Stein- 
inetz's  sub-district.  There  now  remains  but  one  poor  house  in  the  town- 
ship— that  at  Horner's,  near  Weaversville. 

East  Allen  has  done  nobly.  The  only  remaining  poor  house  will  soon 
be  erased,  and  a  beautiful,  commodious  structure  erected  in  its  stead.  We 
feel  especial  pride  in  recording  progress  in  East  Allen,  for  "upon  her  soil 
was  born,  and  chiefly  educated,  the  father  of  our  noble  system  of  education, 
Ex-Governor  Wolf."  The  only  suggestion  we  have  to  offer  here  is  that 
the  teachers'  wages  be  increased  $5  per  month. 

Forks  Township. — One  good  house  was  built  in  Union  sub-district,  on 
the  site  of  "the  old  eight-cornered  school  house,"  an  institution  long  and 
widely  known.  The  new  house  is  32  by  24,  and  12  feet  "in  the  clear." 
Three  or  four  more  new  houses  are  greatly  needed  in  this  township,  and 
at  least  one  will  be  erected  each  jTear,  until  none  will  be  left  to  mar  the 
otherwise  fair  school  fame  of  the  Forks  of  the  Delaware.  The  school 
rooms  are  destitute  of  much  useful  apparatus,  but  we  cannot  recommend 
the  supplying  of  maps,  globes,  &c,  in  those  dingy,  rickety  old  houses,  for 
they  could  not  be  advantageously  used  nor  safely  preserved.  Forks  en- 
joys the  services  of  several  of  the  very  best  teachers  in  the  county.  Not 
many  indifferent  teachers  are  found  here.     The  teachers  here  love  insti- 
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tutes,  district  and  count}',  and  are  alwaj-s  on  hand  to  do  their  duty.  There 
is  a  live,  intelligent  board  of  directors  now  in  office,  and  we  trust  that  at 
least  one  month  will  be  added  to  the  school  term,  and  about  $5  per  month 
more  paid  to  professional  teachers. 

Freemansburg  Borough. — The  house  is  a  two-story  one,  containing  four 
rooms.     The  rooms  are  well  supplied  with  apparatus. 

The  school  yard  is  entirely  too  small,  and  the  house  stands  too  near  a 
railroad  track. 

The  schools  are  graded,  and  taught  by  experienced  and  well  qualified 
teachers,  who  attend  both  a  district  and  the  Count}'  Institute.  The  term 
should  continue  ten  months. 

Glendon  Borough. — The  grammar  school  room  was  furnished  daring  the 
year  with  excellent  patent  furniture.  The  schools  are  well  supplied  with 
apparatus,  and  are  blessed  with  a  trio  of  earnest  and  competent  instruc- 
tors.    Number  of  pupils  about  210.      The  directors  do  well. 

Hanover  Township. — This  district  is  now  divided  into  three  sub-districts, 
Rudolph's,  Schortz's  and  Knouss's. 

Two  houses  were  erected  during  the  year ;  both  are  good  brick  buildings, 
and  furnitured  with  patent  seats  and  desks.  The  dimensions  of  each  house 
are  34  by  26,  ceiling  12.  Cost  of  each  house  about  $1,350.  The  lots  are  not 
yet  enclosed,  but  they  will  be  ere  long.  Hanover  is  determined  not  to  lag 
behind  her  sister  townships  in  educational  enterprise. 

Lehigh  Township. — The  schools  are  all  supplied  with  globes  and  maps. 
This  township  builds  good  school  houses. 

A  fine  two-story  building  was  erected  at  Walnutport,  and  the  schools 
graded  into  primary  and  a  grammar  department.  A  number  of  the  teach- 
ers organized  and  kept  up  a  lyceum  as  a  substitute  for  a  district  institute. 
This  township  should,  by  all  means,  have  an  institute. 

The  people  of  Lehigh  are  blessed  with  a  number  of  excellent  schools, 
and  we  hope  the  time  is  near  at  hand  when  a  good  school  will  be  found  in 
each  sub-district.     The  directors  are  progress-inclined  men. 

Lower  ML  Bethel  Township. — This  township  is  doing  nobby  in  the  mat- 
ter of  school  houses.  During  the  present  school  year  three  were  built; — 
one  at  Richmond ;  one  at  Gruvertown,  and  one  at  Bangor — two  frame  and 
one  brick.  The  dimensions  of  each  house  are  35  by  24,  ceiling  11.  Area 
of  each  lot,  one-half  acre.  Cost  of  each,  about  $1,000.  All  the  new  houses 
are  supplied  with  Uhlinger's  patent  furniture.  The  supply  of  apparatus 
is  scanty.  A  good  black-board,  globe,  out-line  maps  and  other  charts  should 
be  placed  in  every  school  room.  The  school  term  should  be  at  least  six 
months. 

This  township  has  some  excellent  teachers,  some  who  maybe  called  mid- 
dling, and  others  who — well  let  them  have  the  refuge  of  our  silence  for  this 
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year.  The  population  is  more  English  here  than  anywhere  else  in  the 
county,  and  this  fact,  other  things  being  equal,  is  of  some  advantage  in 
teaching. 

Loiver  ML  Bethel  Independent  District. — This  is  at  present  the  banner 
rural  district  in  the  whole  county.  The  great  increase  of  term  and  salary 
was,  indeed,  a  gigantic  stride  in  the  right  direction. 

Lower  Saucon  Township. — "Alt  Saucon  thut  immer  gut."  Two  houses 
were  erected  during  the  year.  The  one  at  Hellertown  is  a  complete  suc- 
cess. It  is  built  of  brick,  two  stories  in  height,  60  by  30,  and  12  in  the  clear. 
The  one  at  Northampton  furnace,  near  South  Bethlehem,  is  a  good  single 
story  stone  house,  30  by  25,  and  11  in  the  clear.  The  area  of  each  lot  is 
about  one-fourth  of  an  acre.  The  first  cost  about  $2,500,  and  the  second 
about  $1,400. 

We  are  assured  in  the  report  that  both  lots  will  soon  be  properly  enclosed. 
AU  the  houses  in  Saucon  are  supplied  with  globes  and  maps,  and  most  of 
them  with  good  black-boards.  Two  fine  houses  will  be  put  up  this  summer. 
A  flourishing  institute  is  kept  up.     Most  of  the  teachers  do  well. 

Lower  Nazareth  Township. — The  schools  are  all  well  supplied  with  ap- 
paratus. One  of  the  most  beautiful  school  houses  in  the  county  was  erected 
at  Reinheimer's  during  the  present  year.  It  is  a  frame  structure,  38  by 
26,  and  11  feet  in  the  clear.  The  half  acre  lot  is  beautifully  enclosed,  and 
the  room  furnitured  with  patent  seats  and  desks.  It  contains  a  splendid 
black-board  24  by  5.     Cost  of  house  and  lot,  about  $1,800. 

Moore  Township. — Moore  has,  of  late  years,  been  doing  well.  Of  her 
fifteen  houses  only  three  are  unfit  for  school  purposes.  Moore  has,  with  a 
small  number  of  exceptions,  one  of  the  most  earnest  corps  of  teachers  to 
be  found  anywhere. 

The  greatest  drawback  that  we  found  was  the  scarcity  of  necessary  appa- 
ratus.    The  school  term,  of  course,  is  too  short. 

Nazareth  Borough. — The  educational  motto  of  this  town  is  "Onward  and 
Upward.''''  In  the  schools  are  found  qualified  and  faithful  teachers,  and  in 
the  school  board  liberal-minded  and  intelligent  men. 

Palmer  Township. — Palmer  has  pretty  good  houses,  but  mostly  poor 
furniture.  All  the  schools  are  supplied  with  12-inch  globes,  but  none  with 
maps.     Get  good  out-line  maps.     The  teachers  and  pupils  need  them. 

We  hope  the  term  will  be  at  least  six  months  this  }rear. 

Plain  field  Township. — About  one-half  of  the  houses  in  this  township  are 
in  a  miserable  condition.  A  new  house  will  be  built  at  Heller's,  near  the 
Wind  Gap,  this  summer.  School  affairs  in  this  township  have  been  very 
far  in  the  back-ground,  but  the  present  board  of  directors  are  men  of  more 
calibre  and  larger  hearts  than  some  of  their  predecessors,  and  we  predict 
better  things  in  Plainfield. 
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South  Easton  Borough. — A  two-story  brick  house  is  nearly  completed, 
and  will  be  noticed  in  our  next  report. 

In  respect  to  houses,  furniture,  apparatus,  school  grades,  text-books, 
teachers,  directors,  &c,  &c,  South  Easton  stands  high. 

Upper  Mount  Bethel  Township. — In  the  erection  and  furnituring  of  houses 
this  township  has  done  well.  One  good  house,  at  a  cost  of  about  $1,900, 
was  erected  during  the  3rear.  Globes  and  maps  are  greatly  needed  here. 
The  term  should  be  increased  at  once. 

Upper  Xazareth  Township. — This  district  contains  three  good  houses, 
two  of  which  have  suitable  furniture.  The  salary  should  be  increased  to 
$45  at  least.     The  schools  are  supplied  with  globes,  but  not  with  maps. 

Williams  Township. — We  think  it  would  be  found  good  policy  for  all 
the  townships  to  imitate  Williams  in  regard  to  length  of  school  term.  The 
schools  are  all  supplied  with  globes  and  county  maps.  Most  of  the  houses 
are  in  good  condition,  but  only  two  of  them  have  suitable  furniture.  We 
think  the  township  should  sustain  a  good  district  institute. 

Williams  is  blessed  with  a  number  of  excellent  teachers,  and  her  school 
affairs  are  in  the  hands  of  a  good  board  of  directors. 

In  conclusion,  I  return  my  most  heartfelt  thanks  to  directors,  teachers 
and  the  good  people  of  Northampton  county  in  general,  for  the  hospitable 
and  courteous  treatment  I  received  on  every  hand ;  and  especially  do  I 
thank,  for  their  forbearance,  those  teachers  and  directors  whose  schools,  on 
account  of  sickness,  inclement  weather  and  impassable  roads,  I  was  unable 
to  visit. 
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I.    EDUCATIONAL    PROGRESS. 

In  submitting  this,  my  second  "annual  report,"  it  is  encouraging  to  be 
able  to  report  steady  and  rapid  progress  in  our  common  schools. 

Houses — Sixteen  neat,  comfortable  and  tasteful  houses  were  erected  dur- 
ing the  }-ear.  Seven  frame  structures,  as  follows:  Coal,  two  ;  Cameron, 
two;  Jackson,  two;  Mt.  Carmel  township,  one  ;  and  nine  brick,  as  follows  : 
Delaware,  two  ;  Turbut,  two  ;  Washington,  two  ;  Mt.  Carmel  borough,  one  ; 
Upper  Augusta,  one;  Sbamokin  township,  one. 

One  of  the  two  built  in  Jackson  is  a  two-story  building,  in  which  two 
schools  are  taught,  thus  affording  the  advantage  of  grading  those  two 
schools.  The  brick  house  built  in  Upper  Augusta  was  slighted  in  the  car- 
penter work,  it  having  been  done  too  much  "  by  the  job.' 

\ 
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The  two  built  in  Delaware  were  furnished  with  patent  furniture  of  the 
"  Lewisburg  make,"  which  is  excellent ;  but  in  those  two  houses  there  is 
not  a  sufficiency  of  it. 

The  two  built  in  Turbut  are  model  structures,  28X3G  feet;  ceilings  12 
feet,  with  ventilation  registers  in  the  walls,  and  sliding  sash  in  the  windows, 
with  weights  appended.  Each  has  an  entry  and  separate  clothes  rooms  for 
boys  and  girls,  provided  with  hat  hooks  and  shelves. 

These  two  houses  were  built  with  the  view  of  consolidating  three  sub- 
districts,  and  accommodating  the  whole  number  of  pupils  in  those  two 
schools, 'which  has  been  satisfactorily  done. 

The  two  built  in  Washington  complete  their  whole  number — five  in  all — 
all  brick ;  built  in  two  years. 

The  Mt.  Carmel  borough  school  house  is  30X70  feet,  two  stories  high, 
with  ceilings  13  feet  from  the  floors.  It  also  has  a  "frontispiece"  or  exten- 
sion ten  feet  wide  for  entries  and  stairways.  The  majority  of  the  members 
of  this  school  board  deserve  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  their  energy.  They 
comprehended  the  wants  of  the  district,  and  decided  to  erect  a  suitable 
building  for  the  better  accommodation  and  gradation  of  the  pupils  of  their 
district.  The  cost  of  this  building  when  finished,  if  completed  accord- 
ing to  specifications,  will  probably  reach  $9,000. 

Northumberland  borough  has  commenced  the  erection  of  a  new  school 
house,  65X100  feet,  which,  when  completed,  will  be  the  best  school  building 
in  this  county,  and  probably  one  of  the  best  in  the  State.  We  rejoice  to 
know  that  they  have  decided  to  work  for  the  better  advancement  of  their 
schools. 

Furniture. — Shamokin  borough  furnished  one  room  with  new  patent 
gothic  desks.  Watsontown,  one  room  with  Bora's  patent  desks.  Sunbury 
and  Northumberland  borough  each  supplied  a  rented  room  with  patent 
furniture. 

Schools. — Whole  number  of  schools,  two  hundred  and  two,  of  which 
sixty-rfour  are  graded.  Our  best  graded  schools  are  found  in  Shamokin 
borough,  Milton  and  Northumberland  boroughs. 

The  schools  of  Sunbury,  Mt.  Carmel  borough,  Watsontown  and  Trevor- 
ton  (Zerbe  district)  are  very  imperfectly  graded,  especially  for  places  with 
their  number  of  schools.  Directors  seem  to  have  fixed  no  proper  standard 
to  test  the  qualifications  of  pupils  before  they  are  allowed  to  pass  from  one 
grade  to  another.  Those  districts  need  more  thorough  grading,  and  we 
feel  safe  in  saying  that  the  directors  of  Mt.  Carmel  borough,  with  their  new 
school  house,  will  properly  grade  their  schools.  We  can  only  say  to  the 
others  "  go  and  do  likewise." 

District  Institutes. — These  were  organized  and  conducted  in  Chillisqua- 
que,  Coal,  Milton,  Mt.  Carmel  township,  Shamokin  borough  and  Sunbury 
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districts,  doing  an  excellent  work.     But  that  of  Sharaokin  borough  was  not 
continued  till  the  end  of  the  school  term. 

II.   WORK   DONE    BY    THE    SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations. — Twenty-five  public  and  six  private  examinations  were 
held,  at  which  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  provisional  certificates  were 
granted  and  nineteen  applicants  rejected.  This  is  a  larger  number  than  had 
ever  before  been  rejected  in  this  county,  and  the  result  was  that  we  had  a 
more  efficient  corps  of  teachers  than  the  previous  year.  , 

We  had  better  have  half  the  number  of  schools  in  the  county  and  have 
them  well  taught,  than  twice  the  number  and  have  many  of  them  poorly 
taught. 

Twenty-one  professional  certificates  were  granted  during  the  year.  This 
may  appear  like  a  large  number ;  but  when  we  take  into  consideration  that 
there  were  thirty  teaching  in  the  county  last  year  who  held  professional 
certificates,  and  that  all,  including  those  who  previously  held  professional 
certificates,  were  subjected  to  an  examination,  the  number  is  hot  too  great. 

Visitations. — Two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  visits  were  made  to  schools, 
each  visit  averaging  one  and  five-sixths  hours.  Every  school  in  the  county 
was  visited. 

County  Institute. — Our  institute,  held  at  Shamokin  during  the  week  com- 
mencing December  19,  was  a  decided  success.  The  lectures  of  Profes- 
sors S.  G.  Boyd,  W.  N.  Hull,  Deputj'  State  Superintendent  Houck  and 
Rev.  A.  II.  Boyle,  together  with  the  practical  drills  and  best  methods  of 
teaching,  were  of  such  a  character  as  to  keep  up  the  most  intense  interest 
during  the  whole  session.  The  labor  of  our  own  live,  energetic,  leading 
teachers,  who  were  present,  added  in  a  great  measure  to  the  success  of  the 
institute.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  the  citizens  of  Shamokin 
for  their  liberal  support  of  the  institute,  and  for  their  kindness  to  its  mem- 
bers. Ladies  were  boarded  " free  of  charge."  Our  thanks  are  due  Rev. 
N.  S.  Buckingham  for  assistance  rendered,  also  to  Mr.  R.  Hollenbach,  who 
with  his  school,  assisted  by  other  teachers  of  the  borough  and  pupils  of  the 
high  school,  furnished  music  for  the  institute. 

Normal  Institute. — We  held  a  Normal  institute  at  Shamokin  in  July  and 
August,  continuing  in  session  six  weeks.  Thirty-six  students  attended, 
most  of  whom  were  afterwards  emploj-ed  as  teachers  in  the  county. 

III.      WORK    DONE    BY    OTIIER   AGENC1E8. 

Private  Schools. — Our  public  school  term  is  rather  short,  but  during  the 
summer  the  subscription  schools  in  part  compensate  for  the  shortness  of 
the  winter  term.  Some  of  them  are  taught  by  the  principal  teachers  of  our 
public  schools.     A  few  are  of  a  high  educational  character — the  course  of 


PERRY  COUNTY.  159 

study  being  adapted  to  the  wants  of  those  preparing  to  teach,  thus  afford- 
ing to  young  teachers  the  advantages  of  better  fitting  themselves  at  home 
to  discharge  the  duties  which  an  intelligent  age  is  pressing  upon  all. 

The  Press. — Our  thanks,  and  those  of  an  intelligent  reading  community, 
are  due  the  editors  of  the  different  county  papers,  mentioned  in  my  last  re- 
port, for  the  interest  they  have  manifested  in  the  common  school  cause. 

IV.      MEANS   OF   IMPROVEMENT. 

1.  District  High  Schools. — We  should  have  at  least  one  high  school  in 
each  township,  at  which  all  the  advanced  pupils  of  the  district  could  at- 
tend. 

2.  A  law  requiring  directors  to  be  sworn,  particularly  secretaries,  to  a 
proper  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Conclusion. — For  the  universal  kindness  and  generous  hospitality  re- 
ceived at  the  hands  of  the  many  friends,  teachers,  directors  and  children,  I 
return  my  undivided  thanks. 
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In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  school  law,  making  it  the 
duty  of  County  Superintendents  to  report  yearly  to  the  State  Superinten- 
dent of  common  schools,  I  submit  the  following  for  the  school  year  end- 
ing June,  1871  : 

Houses. — During  the  school  year  just  ended,  eight  new  houses  were  built : 
Bloomfield  borough,  Carroll,  Howe,  Jackson,  Oliver,  Penn,  Toboyne  and 
Wheatfield — each  one.  Three  are  brick  and  five  frame.  The  one  erected 
in  Bloomfield  is  a  neat  and  commodious  structure,  planned  with  a  view  to 
comfort.  It  is  furnished  with  good  desks — the  high  school  room  with  the 
patent  desk.  This  house  will  cost  over  seven  thousand  dollars  ($7,000) 
when  the  grounds  are  fenced  and  planted  with  trees.  The  other  six  are 
good,  substantial  buildings. 

The  twenty-four  houses  reported  unfit  for  use  are  located  in  the  follow- 
ing districts :  Centre,  one  ;  Greenwood,  two :  Jackson,  two  ;  Juniata,  one  ; 
Landisburg,  one  ;  Liverpool  township,  one  ;  Madison,  N.  E.,  one  ;  Madison, 
S.  W.,  three  ;  Marysville,  one ;  Oliver,  two ;  Rye,  two ;  Saville,  two ; 
Spring,  one;  Toboyne,  one;  Tyrone,  two";  "Wheatfield,  one.  Several  of 
these  will  be  repaired,  or  new  ones  take  their  place,  during  the  coming 
year. 

Furniture. — In  some  districts  very  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  health 
and  comfort  of  pupils,  which  fact  is  evident  from  the  old,  rickety  furni- 
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lure  with  which  many  of  our  school  houses  are  supplied.  Forty  rooms 
have  positively  injurious  furniture  ;  perhaps  a  greater  number  should  be 
included  in  this  class. 

Cleanliness — Our  school  rooms  should  be  a  model  of  neatness  and  clean- 
liness. Necessity,  however,  compels  me  to  report  that  many  of  them  are 
models  of  filth,  having  black  walls,  dirty  floors,  and,  as  a  certain  patron 
expressed  himself  in  regard  to  the  school  house  in  his  own  locality,  "  fit 
onlj*  for  a  sheep-cot."  Directors  should  see  to  it  in  time  that  the  school 
house  is  in  good  condition. 

Teachers. — One  hundred  and  seventy-one  (1*1)  teachers  were  employed 
during  the  year — one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (138)  males  and  thirty-three 
females.  Twenty-eight  (28)  have  had  no  experience.  Only  fifty-six  (5G) 
have  taught  more  than  five  years.  One  hundred  and  forty-eight  (148) 
have  read  works  on  teaching,  and  twenty-three  (23)  have  not  read  any 
work  on  the  subject.  Many  of  our  teachers  labored  faithfully  and  earn- 
estly in  the  discharge  of  their  school  room  duties,  while  many  others 
seemed  to  be  "  putting  in  time"  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  their  pay — 
having  no  higher  aim  in  view.  A  teacher  who  will  not  study  books  od 
the  k'  Theory  of  Teaching,"  and  be  a  constant  reader  of  some  wide-awake 
educational  periodical,  should  not  be  employed  in  the  school  room. 

Schools. — Whole  number,  169;  graded,  35  ;  well  classified,  92  ;  number 
in  which  the  Bible  is  read,  153  ;  with  uniformity  of  text-book,  92.  A  uni- 
form series  of  books  has  been  adopted  in  nearly  all  the  districts  of  the 
count}' ;  but  directors  do  not  enforce  their  use  to  the  exclusion  of  a  va- 
riety of  old  books  by  different  authors.  The  greatest  difficulty  is  found  to 
lie  with  regard  to  arithmetic. 

Examinations. — Nineteen  public  examinations  were  held,  at  which  one 
hundred  and  ninety  applicants  presented  themselves.  One  hundred  and 
eighty-six  received  provisional  certificates  and  four  were  rejected.  Seven- 
ty-eight directors  were  present,  and  in  some  districts  quite  a  number  of 
visitors.     One  professional  certificate  was  granted. 

Visitations. — All  the  schools,  except  three,  were  visited  once.  Whole 
number  of  visits,  113  ;  average  time  spent  in  each  school,  one  hour  and  a 
half.  Only  thirty-eight  directors  accompanied  me.  The  directors,  in  most 
of  the  districts,  make  very  few  visits  to  the  schools  answer  the  purpose.  In 
a  very  few  they  hire  the  teachers,  pay  them,  and  that  is  the  end  of  it. 
Parents  visit  the  school  seldom,  if  at  all.  Pupils  and  teachers  need  the 
encouragement  of  both  parents  and  directors.  Greater  co-operation  is 
needed  in  the  arduous  work  of  educating  the  youth  of  our  land.  Shall  we 
have  it  ? 

County  Institute. — Our  County  Institute  convened  in  the  court  room,  on 
Monday,  December  26,  continuing  until  Friday.     One  hundred  and  twelve 
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teachers  were  enrolled,  and  many  citizens  and  a  few  directors  were  in  at- 
tendance. It  was  a  success,  although  not  quite  as  good  as  last  year's,  on 
account  of  some  disappointments  in  assistance. 

The  instructors  and  lecturers  were  Prof.  T.  R.  Vickroy,  of  Lebanon  Valley 
College ;  Prof.  Wra.  H.  Dill,  of  the  Bloomfield  academy ;  Prof.  Silas  Wright 
and  Mrs.  M.  Josephine  Warren,  of  Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Warren  gave  some 
excellent  class  drills  in  elocution  and  reading.  Teachers  W.  E.  Baker,  of 
Saville,  and  S.  B.  Fahnestock,  of  Millerstown,  read  essays.  No  district 
institutes  were  held. 

Attendance. — In  making  my  round  of  visitation  I  found  the  names  of 
(5,598  boys  and  girls  on  the  rolls;  4,818  were  present;  absent,  1,180.  I 
am  fully  persuaded  that  our  public  schools  will  never  accomplish  the  de- 
sign for  which  they  were  established  until  regular  attendance  is  secured  in 
some  way.  Many  of  the  pupils  do  not  make  half  time,  and  I  have  noticed 
on  the  roll  the  names  of  those  who  were  present  only  six  days  during  a 
whole  term.  These,  of  course,  are  exceptions  ;  but  I  find  too  many  of 
them.  Some  parents  do  not  send  their  children  a  single  day  during  the 
term — some  of  them  living  in  sight  of  the  school  house. 

Suggestions. — The  County  Superintendent  is  required  by  law  to  hold  a 
County  Institute  yearly,  continuing  five  days,  but  he  has  no  assurance 
that  after  making  all  necessary  arrangements  to  having  a  good  meeting  he 
will  have  a  teacher  present.  The  law  should  require  the  directors  to  give 
teachers  the  time  and  thus  compel  them  to  attend. 

The  Clergy. — The  clergy  of  our  county,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  interest  them- 
selves very  little  in  the  welfare  of  our  common  schools,  and  the  children 
taught  in  them.  As  a  class  they  seldom  visit  the  schools  or  deliver  a  ser- 
mon on  education.  They  should  remember  that  in  youth  is  the  time  to 
drop  the  good  seed  into  the  ground,  and  not  in  old  age. 

In  conclusion,  I  return  my  thanks  to  all  the  friends  of  education  for  their 
kindness  and  assistance. 


PIKE  COUNTY.— Joun  Layton. 

Educational  Progress. — The  educational  progress  made  during  the  year 
just  ended  will  lose  nothing  of  merit  by  a  comparison  with  that  of  the  year 
immediately  preceding. 

School  Houses. — Lackawaxen  erected  an  elegant  buildingatthe Narrows, 

and  furnished  it  with  the  best  style  of  furniture,  so  arranged  as  to  conduce 

to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  both  teacher  and  pupil.     The  lot  upon 

which  it  stands  is  ample  in  area  and  securely  enclosed  by  a  permanent 

11  School  Rep. 
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fence.  Its  elevated  position  affords  a  commanding  view  of  the  surround- 
ing country. 

The  edifice  is  a  bright  ornament  to  the  neighborhood,  and  reflects  credit 
upon  the  enterprising  directors,  who,  at  a  cost  of  nearly  $1,200,  added  one 
more  to  the  list  of  "suitable  houses."  They  also  thoroughly  repaired  the 
house  at  Koberts. 

The  directors  of  Delaware  remodeled  and  nearly  re-built  the  Delaware 
academy,  which  had  become  wholly  unfit  to  be  used  for  school  purposes. 
It  now  presents  a  most  beautiful  appearance  in  its  tastefully  painted  dress. 
The  rooms  arc  large  and  well  supplied  with  good  furniture. 

The  plan  of  the  building,  the  meterial  used  and  the  mechanical  execution 
are  unexceptionable.  The  upper  room  was  finished  with  a  view  to  a  graded 
sehool.  The  citizens  of  Dingman's  Choice  have  good  reason  to  feel  proud 
of  this  splendid  building,  aud  to  thank  the  school  officers  who  had  the 
nerve  to  persevere  in  the  good  work  amid  financial  embarrassment  and 
murmurs  of  extravagance.  It  stands  a  proud  monument  to  the  memory 
of  the  late  Hon.  Daniel  W.  Dingman,  who  "chose"  the  academy  rather  than 
the  county  seat,  and  with  characteristic  generosity  donated  the  valuable  lot 
(1^  acres)  upon  which  the  building  stands.  Cost  of  re-fitting,  &c,  about 
one  thousand  dollars. 

The  directors  of  Westfall  enlarged  the  school  house  at  Matamoras,  and 
suitably  arranged  and  furnished  the  whole  building  for  a  graded  school — a 
kind  of  school  much  needed  in  that  thriving  village. 

Porter  removed  the  new  school  house  from  Merciers,  where  it  was  no 
longer  needed,  to  the  Twelve-mile  Pond,  where  it  displaced  an  old  fabric 
which  time  had  rendered  wholly  unfit  for  use. 

Although  fewer  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year  just  ended  than 
during  the  year  immediately  preceding,  }Tet  more  money  was  expended  in 
building  and  refitting. 

The  number  of  unsuitable  buildings  is  diminishing  yearly,  and  the  pre- 
diction may  be  ventured  that,  iu  the  course  of  two  or  three  years,  every 
sub-district  will  be  supplied  with  an  appropriate  school  house,  properly 
furnished — "a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished." 

Teachers. — We  have  some  teachers  whose  close  application  to  study, 
long  experience  and  ardent  devotion  to  a  noble  cause  eminently  qualify 
them  to  adorn  the  honorable  profession  they  have  chosen.  I  must  reiterate 
what  was  said  in  my  last  report :  "I  am  sorry  to  state  that  their  compen- 
sation is  far  below  what  it  should  be"  in  many  cases.  The  plan,  often  pur- 
sued, of  fixing  teachers'  salaries  without  regard  to  the  grade  of  their  cer- 
tificates is  deliterious  to  the  great  end  in  view,  for  it  encourages  delin- 
quency on  the  part  of  unqualified  teachers,  because  few  will  spend  time 
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and  money  to  merit  a  higher  grade  of  certificate  so  long  as  a  low  grade 
commands  the  same  price. 

Our  younger  teachers,  as  a  class,  did  very  well.  Many  labored  hard  to 
qualify  themselves,  especially  in  the  "theory  of  teaching,"  appearing  to  re- 
alize the  fact  that  a  knowledge  of  any  branch  of  education  is  of  little  value 
to  a  teacher  who  does  not  know  how  to  impart  that  knowledge.  Average 
age  of  teachers,  a  little  over  26  years. 

Schools. — It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  nearty  all  our 
schools  in  a  prosperous  condition.  As  a  natural  consequence,  the  schools 
that  were  kept  open  the  longest  succeeded  much  better  than  those  kept 
open  only  the  minimum  term,  other  things  being  equal.  In  three  districts 
only  the  school  term  was  narrowed  down  to  four  months,  in  all  of  which 
there  appeared  some  plausible  excuse  for  the  shortness  of  the  term.  A 
pupil  attending  school  only  four  months  in  the  year  has  twice  that  time  in 
which  to  forget,  and  often  succeeds  in  doing  so,  in  part  at  least.  The 
minimum  term  and  State  appropriation  should  both  be  increased.  Xo 
schoool. should  be  kept  open  less  than  six  months  annually. 

Percentage  of  Attendance. — In  several  districts  the  percentage  of  atten- 
dance was  seriously  reduced  by  reason  of  the  measles.  In  others  it  was 
higher  than  for  many  years  previous. 

Graded  Schools. — There  are  only  two  graded  schools  in  the  county,  one 
of  which  was  established  at  Matamoras  during  the  }?ear  just  ended,  the 
other  at  Milford  (county  seat)  several  years  prior.  Both  schools  were 
placed  in  charge  of  competent  principals,  whose  labors  were  very  success- 
ful, as  proven  by  the  flourishing  condition  of  their  classes  at  the  close  of 
the  term. 

Graded  schools,  on  account  of  their  superior  advantages  over  mixed 
schools,  should  be  established  wherever  practicable.  "They  are  practicable 
wherever  a  sufficient  number  of  pupils  can  be  brought,  without  too  much 
inconvenience,  to  one  school  house,  to  give  employment  to  more  than  one 
teacher." 

Text-Books. — In  the  matter  of  a  uniformity  of  text-books  a  little  im- 
provement was  made.  It  is  hoped  that  the  late  act  of  the  Legislature  upon 
this  subject  will  have  a  salutary  effect. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  reading  of  a  portion  of  Scripture,  without  note 
or  comment  calculated  to  produce  sectarian  bias,  was  the  daily  opening  ex- 
ercise of  a  large  majority  of  our  schools. 

County  Institute. — Our  County  Institute  convened  at  Lackawaxen  on 
Monday  the  23d  of  January,  and  continued  in  session  till  Wednesda}'  after- 
noon, when  it  adjourned,  on  account  of  the  weather,  to  meet  at  Blooming 
Grove  on  the  16th  day  of  February,  where  it  re-assembled  according  to  ad- 
journment, and  continued  in  session  till  Friday  evening,  making  in  all  fiv^ 
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days.  In  both  cases  we  were  most  unfortunate  in  the  selection  of  the  time. 
A  snow  storm  raged  with  unabated  fury  nearly  the  whole  time  we  were  at 
Lackawaxen,  obstructing  the  roads  and  making  travel  next  to  impossible. 
The  bridge  at  Matamoras  having  given  way,  we  crossed  the  Delaware  in  a 
small  boat,  an  undertaking  attended  with  much  labor  and  no  small  degree 
of  danger,  from  the  turbulent  condition  of  the  river. 

Notwithstanding  these  obstacles,  the  teachers  along  the  line  of  the  rail- 
roads, and  a  few  others,  attended,  and  made  good  use  of  their  time. 

The  dreary  aspect  of  the  weather  did  not  deter  our  worthy  State  Super- 
intendent from  joining  the  institute  at  the  appointed  time.  The  announce- 
ment that  Professor  Wickersham  would  lecture  on  Tuesday  evening  drew 
a  very  respectable  audience,  who  listened  with  marked  attention  and  deep 
interest  to  a  very  able  and  instructive  discourse.  The  Professor  occupied 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  forenoon  session  of  Wednesday  in  a  masterly 
lecture  on  the  "Theory  of  Teaching,"  a  very  appropriate  subject.  This  is 
the  only  visit  ever  paid  our  county  by  a  State  Superintendent,  but  we  hope 
it  will  not  be  the  last,  for  we  feel  that  much  good  was  done. 

Among  the  other  lecturers  and  instructors  who  rendered  valuable  service, 
were  D.  G.  Allen,  County  Superintendent  of  Wayne  county ;  Revs.  G.  H.  An- 
drews, Jacob  Weber,  and  A.  J.  Rogers,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Hon.  G.  H.  Rowland,  Judge  West  fall  and  G.  D.  W.  Layton,  Esq.,  de- 
serve great  credit  for  the  active  part  they  took  in  the  proceedings.  I  re- 
gret that  the  storm  deprived  so  many  teachers  of  the  benefit  of  the  institute. 
I  am  pleased  that  the  number  present  was  no  less. 

Educational  Meetings. — I  held  seven  educational  meetings,  nearly  all  of 
which  were  well  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  citizens.  These  meet- 
inn's  are  believed  to  be  among  the  means  best  calculated  to  awaken  a  livelv 
interest  among  the  people  in  behalf  of  popular  education.  But  in  the 
sparsely  settled  portions  of  our  county,  where  the  school  houses  are,  of  ne- 
cessity, far  apart,  and  all  the  schools  seldom  open  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
difficult  to  hold  them  with  much  advantage. 

Examinations. — I  held  twenty-four  public,  and  two  private  examinations, 
at  which  eighty-five  applicants  presented  themselves  ;  seventy-one  of  whom 
received  provisional  and  three  professional  certificates.  The  oral  and  writ- 
ten methods  combined  were  used,  in  order  to  test  more  fully  the  proficiency 
of  the  applicant,  and  give  variety  to  the  examination.  The  oral  method  is 
well  calculated  to  give  dispatch  to  business,  to  interest  spectators  and  to 
enable  competent  directors  to  judge  of  the  fairness  of  the  examination,  and 
the  comparative  merit  of  the  applicants.  The  written  method  enables  us  to 
gain  a  fuller  knowledge  of  the  acquirements  of  teachers  who  are  timid  and 
easily  embarrassed  when  requested  to  answer  questions  in  the  presence  of 
a  crowd  of  spectators.     In  these  examinations  I  was  accompanied  by  fifty- 
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eight  directors.  The  average  grade  of  certificate  is  2.G8,  being  a  small  im- 
provement upon  that  of  the  year  previous. 

Visitations. — All  the  schools,  except  six,  which  were  not  in  session  when 
I  passed  through  the  county,  were  visited  once,  some  twice,  and  a  few  three 
times.  I  usually  spent  about  two  hours  and  a  half  in  each  school,  in  ob- 
serving the  "mode  of  government,"  looking  into  the  classification,  noting 
the  method  of  instruction,  correcting  errors,  if  any  appeared,  and  stimula- 
ting both  teacher  and  pupil  to  renewed  effort.  In  these  visitations  I  was 
accompanied  by  thirty-nine  directors.  Many  of  our  districts  have  two 
school  terms,  which  require  two  series  of  examinations,  and  two  visitations 
annually.  Others  having  only  one  term  ;  keep  part  of  the  schools  open  in 
summer,  and  part  in  winter — a  practice"  which  increases  the  labors  of  the 
Superintendent,  but  which  is  generally  justified  by  surrounding  circum- 
stances. 

In  examinations,  visitations  and  other  business  relating  to  the  common 
schools,  I  spent  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  days,  and  traveled  two  thou- 
sand and  ninety-eight  miles.  One  hundred  and  fifty-two  official  letters 
were  written. 

Obstacles  in  the  way  of  Improvement. — On  this  subject,  and  on  the  means 
calculated  to  promote  improvement,  I  can  add  nothing  to  what  was  said  in 
my  last  report. 

Allow  me,  in  conclusion,  to  return  my  thanks  to  James  H.  Dony,  Esq., 
editor  of  the  Milford  Herald,  for  gratuitously  publishing  my  last  annual 
report,  and  other  educational  matters ;  to  teachers,  directors  and  citizens, 
for  their  uniform  kindness,  and  to  the  Department  for  valuable  advice  and 
information. 


POTTER  COUNTY— J.  W.  Allen. 

As  all  that  relates  to  educational  agencies  may  be  embraced  under  the 
three  following  heads,  viz :  The  Personal,  The  Pecuniary  and  The  Hate- 
rial,  this  division  will  be  adopted  in  this  report. 

I.    THE   PERSONAL   AGENCIES. 

Under  this  head  a  brief  statement  of  the  origin,  pursuits  and  character 
of  our  people  seems  proper.  A  large  majority  of  our  inhabitants  came 
from  the  Eastern  States,  or  are  the  descendants  of  New  England  people. 
The  most  of  those  living  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county  came  from  the 
southern  part  of  New  York,  and  are  chiefly  engaged  in  agriculture.  Dur- 
ing the  last  twenty  years  a  good  many  Germans  have  settled  among  us. 
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"With  the  exception  of  about  one  hundred  families,  which  have  recently- 
made  a  very  flourishing  settlement  in  and  near  Germania,  these  are  living, 
here  and  there,  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the  county,  and  are  thriving  farmers. 

Lumbering  "was  for  several  years  the  chief  occupation  of  the  people,  and 
it  is  still,  to  quite  an  extent,  in  the  north-western  and  southern  parts  of 
the  county.  During  the  last  ten  years  the  making  of  butter  has  been  car- 
ried on  quite  extensively  in  the  north-eastern  part. 

The  Yankee  element  in  our  people  is  as  characteristic  and  praiseworthy 
in  education  here  as  it  is  elsewhere.  Our  Germans  generally  manifest  not 
only  commendable  interest  but  practical  wisdom  in  school  affairs.  Man}' 
of  the  poorest  and  most  ignorant  parents  are  very  anxious  to  give  their 
children  liberal  educational  advantages.  This  is  especially  so  among  a 
majority  of  our  few  Irish  inhabitants.  Still  there  are  many  parents — and 
here  the  truth  must  be  told — who  are  wickedly  neglectful  as  to  the  mental 
and  moral  education  of  their  own  and  their  neighbors'  children.  A  large 
majority  of  the  people,  however,  have  done  well  in  promoting  the  educa- 
tion of  the  masses,  riot  only  in  this  county,  but  in  all  parts  of  the  State, 
by  sending  to  the  Legislature  men  who  have  persistently  sujDported  our 
common  school  system.  But  in  a  general  sense  there  is  no  one  fact  which 
exhibits  the  character  of  our  people  more  than  this  :  During  the  last  twenty 
years  no  spirituous  liquors  have  been  sold  by  license  in  the  county. 

School  Directors. — In  some  townships  special  qualifications,  such  as 
competency,  public  educational  interest,  financial  ability  and  experience, 
are  considered  in  selecting  these  officers.  In  others,  only  convenience  and 
rotation  in  office  seem  to  be  consulted.  Yet,  as  directors,  they  generally 
do  the  best  they  can.  Without  statistics  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  how 
much  time  they  spend  and  how  much  work  they  perform.  When  we  con- 
sider the  number  and  kind  of  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  law,  and  that 
only  the  secretary  and  treasurer  are  paid  anything,  it  is  not  strange  that 
there  are  some  inefficient  officers. 

A  statement  of  the  particulars  wherein  they  more  generally  fail  could  be 
easily  made.  But  why  do  this,  when,  under  the  circumstances,  they  in  the 
most  important  respects  do  so  well  ?  It  is  not  a  pleasant  thing  to  work 
for  nothing,  and  then  be  censured  for  it,  which  has  been  the  experience  of 
some  of  our  best  directors.  Whether  appreciated  or  not,  a  good  school  di- 
rector is  a  public  benefactor. 

County  Superintendent. — While  the  law  very  properly  prescribes  some 
definite  duties  for  him  to  perform,  it,  with  equal  propriety,  leaves  him  to 
do  much  of  his  official  work  as  his  own  judgment  shall  dictate.  So  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  he  took  a  very  careful  survey  of  the  field  before  him, 
and  decided  to  make  only  such  changes  in  the  methods  of  his  working  as 
his  experience  justified. 
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The  following  is  an  aggregate  statement  of  his  work  :  Thirty-five  public 
examinations  and  twenty-two  private  ones  were  held,  ac  which  twenty-six 
male  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  female  teachers  were  examined, 
thirteen  of  whom  were  rejected.  One  hundred  and  forty-eight  provisional 
certificates  and  sixteen  professional  ones  were  granted,  twelve  of  the  latter 
without  examination,  from  previous  ones,  and  for  unusual  success  in  teach- 
ing. Two  hundred  and  twentj^four  visits  to  schools  were  made,  with  an 
average  of  one  hour  and  seven-tenths  in  each.  Two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  ninety-one  miles  were  traveled,  wholly  by  private  conveyance,  and  two 
hundred  and  ninety-six  official  letters  were  written  by  him.  By  comparing 
the  above  statement  with  last  year's  work,  we  find  that  one  public  and  eight 
more  private  examinations  were  held,  twenty-eight  less  teachers  were  ex- 
amined, seven  less  inexperienced  ones,  eleven  less  were  rejected,  thirteen 
less  provisional  and  eight  more  professional  certificates  were  granted  ;  that 
twenty-four  visits  more  to  schools  were  made,  with  very  little  less  time  on 
the  average  in  each  ;  that  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  less  miles  were  trav- 
eled, and  eighty-one  more  official  letters  were  written  by  him  this  year  than 
last. 

The  institute  being  held  twenty  miles  from  Coudersport,  required  more 
than  usual  labor  to  prepare  for  it.  He  necessarily  occupied  a  great  deal  of 
time  in  travelling,  which,  under  more  favorable  circumstances,  could  have 
been  profitably  spent  in  the  schools,  and  with  parents  and  directors. 

Teachers. — Of  all  those  employed,  twenty- six  were  males,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  were  females,  the  average  age  of  all  being  twenty-two 
and  a  half  years,  thirty-two  without  experience,  twenty-six  with  less  than  a 
year's  experience,  twenty  who  had  taught  more  than  five  years,  four  had 
attended  a  Normal  school,  only  one  of  whom  had  graduated  therefrom  ; 
one  hundred  and  four  had  read  books  on  teaching,  eighteen  had  profes- 
sional, and  only  one  a  permanent  certificate.  The  items  above  compare 
favorably  with  similar  ones  for  last  year.  While  it  is  true  that  many  of 
our  teachers  are  young  and  poorly  qualified,  not  only  in  regard  to  text- 
books, but  more  so  in  reference  to  general  literature  and  common  business 
affairs  ;  3ret  a  majority  of  this  class  have  done  better  than  could  have  been 
expected.  Still,  we  have  some  who  should  never  think  of  teaching  until 
they  have  qualified  themselves  to  earn  at  least  half  of  the  confidence  and 
the  money  received  by  good  teachers.  Many  are  anxious  to  become  better 
ones. 

Since  last  October  fully  fifty  of  them  have  subscribed  for  the  Pennsylvania 
School  Journal.  Probably  half  of  all  our  teachers  would  gladly  attend 
schools  of  a  higher  grade  than  the  ordinary  common  school,  if  there  were 
such  in  or  near  the  county,  as  was  the  case  only  a  few  years  since.  The 
graded  school  at  Coudersport,  with  its  high  school  department,  offers  suit- 
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able  instruction  to  those  who  wish  to  prepare  for  teaching.  But  this  does 
not  and  cannot  supply  the  places  of  three  or  four  former  academies  in  and 
naar  this  county.  So  we  need,  whenever  practicable,  more  such  graded 
schools  for  the  education  of  our  future  teachers. 

Scholars. — As  these  constitute  the  greatest  personal  element  connected 
i  with  our  schools,  a  few  words  ought  to  be  said  in  regard  to  them.  The 
most  of  our  school  children,  like  their  parente,  have  strong  physical  powers, 
and  have  at  least  common  mental  and  moral  capabilities.  Unaccustomed 
from  infancy  to  luxuries  they  are  generally  hardy  and  unselfish.  If  they 
had  better  training  at  home  they  would  be  more  easily  governed  at  school ; 
yet  a  large  majority  behave  and  study  so  well  that  they  are  good  scholars, 
and  ought  to  have  far  better  educational  advantages. 

II.   TIIE   PECUNIARY   AGENCIES. 

According  to  the  annual  reports  of  the  districts  for  this  3'ear,  the  total 
receipts  in  connection  with  our  schools  were  $31,836  90,  $1,362  63  of  which, 
or  only  about  four  per  centum  of  it,  being  the  appropriation  from  the  State. 
The  total  expenditures  were  $29,423  48,  and  the  total  obligations  against 
the  districts  are  $1,236  46,  which  show  a  balance  of  $1,161  96  in  favor  of 
the  count}'. 

The  receipts  this  year  were  $5,410  47  more,  with  $61  53  less  State  ap- 
propriation, and  the  expenditures  only  $736  83  more  than  last  year.  These 
facts  indicate  financial  progress  in  connection  with  the  schools  of  the 
county.  They  do  not,  however,  in  regard  to  the  State.  Even  in  this  poor 
county  the  money  raised  by  taxation  for  our  schools  is  greater,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  present  appropriation  of  the  State,  than  formerly.  Hence  we 
are  grateful  to  our  representative,  Mr.  Mann,  for  his  wise  and  successful 
efforts  in  the  last  Legislature,  for  such  a  largely  increased  State  appropria- 
tion. 

III.    THE    MATERIAL   AGENCIES. 

Houses. — Five  were  built  during  the  year,  one  in  each  of  the  following 
townships:  Abbott,  Allegheny,  Genessee,  Harrison  and  Roulette.  Those 
in  Abbott,  Allegheny  and  Roulette  are  good  ones.  The  other  two  are  among 
our  poorest  new  houses,  but  will  for  a  time  answer  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  made. 

My  statistical  report  contains  definite  facts  in  regard  to  our  other  houses, 
furniture,  apparatus  and  uniformity  of  text-books. 

Conclusion. — My  former  reports,  and  especially  my  last  year's,  contain 
our  chief  obstacle  to  improvement,  and  also  the  measures  to  promote  pro- 
gress, and  they  need  not  be  repeated  here. 
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SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— Jesse  Newlin. 

NEW    SCIIOOL    HOUSES. 

Thirtj'-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  ($35,780)  dollars  were 
spent  during  the  year  just  closed  for  new  school  houses,  of  which  $22,000 
were  spent  in  Port  Carbon  in  the  erection  of  two  fine  school  buildings ;  one 
two  stories,  containing  two  rooms ;  the  other  three  stories,  containing  six 
rooms.  Both  are  built  of  brick,  and  each  near  the  centre  of  half  a  square 
of  ground.  Respecting  the  three-story  house,  I  cannot  give  you  a  better 
description  of  it  than  the  following  extract  from  the  Daily  Miner's  Jour- 
nal, one  of  the  editors  of  which  visited  the  building  : 

"  One  of  the  most  gratifying  signs  of  the  times  is  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  people  of  this  county  are  increasing  their  public  school  facilities,  and 
the  improved,  modernized  character  of  their  new  school  buildings.  The 
enterprising  citizens  of  our  neighboring  borough  of  Port  Carbon  have  just 
covered  themselves  all  over  with  glory,  in  the  completion  of  a  public  school 
building  that  for  beauty  of  design,  substantial  character  of  erection  and 
peculiar  adaptation  for  its  purpose,  has  no  superior  and  but  few  equals  in 
this  region.  ******  The  ground  plan  of  the  main  building  is 
sixty-five  by  forty-one,  with  a  frontispiece  or  vestibule  fourteen  by  forty- 
eight  feet,  this  latter  portion  of  the  building  furnishing  room  for  two  flights 
of  stairs,  which  afford  an  easy  ascent  on  either  side  to  the  third-stoiy,  and 
also  affording  six  rooms — two  on  each  floor — for  hat  and  cloak  and  recita- 
tion rooms.  The  height  of  the  ceilings  are — first  floor  fourteen  feet,  se- 
cond floor  thirteen  and  the  third  floor  twelve  feet  in  the  clear,  the  building 
being  covered  by  a  substantial  tin  roof,  and  surmounted  by  a  tower  fifty 
feet  high.  The  main  building  is  equally  divided  by  a  substantial  wall  from 
the  basement  to  the  tower.  The  whole  building  is  heated  b}T  two  of  Rey- 
nold's large  heaters.  There  are  two  rooms  on  each  floor,  thirty-one  by 
thirty-seven  feet,  lighted  by  fine  half-gothic  windows  each,  and  ventilated 
by  two  ventiductors,  six  by  twelve  inches,  extending  from  the  basement  to 
the  tower.  Each  room  is  well  supplied  with  black-board  accommodations, 
being  made  of  a  superior  preparation,  raised  along  the  wall.  There  are 
three  entrances  to  the  vestibule :  one  in  front  and  one  at  either  end. 

"  Passing  up  through  a  well-arranged  passage-way  through  the  attic,  we 
arrived  at  the  base  of  the  tower.  Here  we  found  a  large  well-toned  bell, 
weighing  1,018  pounds,  manufactured  at  the  Troy  (N.  Y.)  Bell  Foundry. 
Its  tone  is  delightful.  Ascending  another  flight  of  stairs  into  the  tower, 
we  found  one  of  the  famous  eight-day  tower  clocks,  manufactured  by  the 
Howard  watch  and  clock  company  of  Boston." 

North  Manheim  built  two  brick  houses  on  good  sized  lots.  Buildings 
are  well  ventilated  ;  ceilings  high,  desks  double  and  out-houses  supplied. 
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West  Penn  built  four  new  houses — has  now  fifteen,  and  all  of  them  new  ; 
Schuylkill,  Independent,  one,  stoue  ;  Upper  Mahantongo,  two,  frame — now 
has  four  new  houses;  Butler,  one,  frame  ;  Fraily,  one,  frame;  East  Union, 
one,  frame  ;  Mahanoy,  one,  frame ;  Rahn,  a  two-story  house,  first  story 
stone,  second  frame  ;  Rush,  one,  frame.  As  my  space  is  limited,  I  cannot 
comment  on  each,  but  each  is  well  built,  supplied  with  black-boards,  venti- 
lation, &c,  and  furnished  neatly,  some  with  gothic  desks  and  seats,  others 
with  Ublinger's,  &c. 

We  have  fifty-three  school  houses  entirely  unfit  for  use.  The  sooner  di- 
rectors commence  re-placing  these  "school  huts"  with  buildings  more 
healthful  and  comfortable,  the  sooner  they  will  shut  off  the  sources  from 
which  teachers  and  pupils  contract  colds,  freeze  their  feet  and  otherwise 
impair  their  health.  The  following  are  the  districts  and  the  number  of 
houses  in  each:  Barry,  3  ;  East  Brunswick,  3  ;  Butler,  1  ;  Eldred,  5  ;  Pos- 
ter, 1  ;  Hegins,  1  ;  Hubley,  1 ;  Kessler,  1  ;  Mahanoy,  4;  Upper  Mahanton- 
go, 1 ;  Lower  Mahantongo,  1 ;  North  Manheim,  1 ;  South  Manheim,  4  ;  M'- 
Keansburg,  2  ;  New  Philadelphia,  1  ;  Pine  Grove,  6  ;  St.  Clair,  2  ;  Union, 
3  ;  East  Union,  ]  ;  Washington,  5,  and  Wayne,  6. 

We  have  two  hundred  and  eighteen  houses  with  sufficient  grounds  ;  that 
is,  from  half  an  acre  to  an  acre  ;  but  only  seventeen  that  have  these  grounds 
suitably  improved  by  having  them  enclosed  with  a  neat  fence,  planted  with 
shade  trees  and  otherwise  ornamented.  One  hundred  and  sixty-two  of  our 
school  houses  are  well  ventilated  ;  others,  or  nearly  all  of  the  remainder, 
have  been  ventilated  partially,  or  very  poorly,  by  the  teachers  cutting  out 
from  under  the  upper  sash  and  dropping  it  a  few  inches  ;  a  few  have  been 
well  ventilated  by  time.  One  hundred  and  forty-nine  buildings  have  suita- 
ble furniture — double  desks  and  seats.  Ninety-three  have  insufficient  fur- 
niture— two  rows  of  long  desks  and  seats,  and  twelve  injurious  furniture — 
long  desks  and  seats  without  backs.  One  hundred  and  thirty-eight  of  out- 
houses are  well  supplied  with  apparatus,  such  as  maps,  globes,  sufficient 
black-board  surface,  alphabet  charts,  and  some  with  cubical  and  other  blocks. 
One  hundred  and  forty-four  have  out-line  maps,  and  two  are  without  appa- 
ratus of  any  kind. 

Schools. — We  have  three  hundred  and  eight}T-four  schools,  (not  including 
Pottsville ;)  two  hundred  and  one  of  which  are  graded,  and  three  hundred 
and  sixteen  well  classified.  The  books  are  uniform  in  three  hundred  and 
twent3r-five ;  in  the  remainder  several  varieties  of  books  on  the  same  sub- 
ject are  used.     The  Bible  is  read  in  one  hundred  and  forty-five  schools. 

E.i a  initial  ions.  —  Forty-four  public  examinations  and  fifty-one  private 
ones  were  held,  at  which  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  males  and  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six  female  applicants  for  schools  were  examined.  One  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one  of  these  had  never  taught.     Thirty-three  males  and  eleven 
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females  were  rejected,  and  four  hundred  and  thirteen  males  and  females  re- 
ceived provisional  certificates,  and  six  professional. 

Teachers,  —  Number  of  male  teachers  employed  during  the  year,  two 
hundred  and  fifty-four;  female,  one  hundred  and  thirty-one.  Teachers  who 
previously  had  no  experience,  sixty-six;  less  than  one  year,  thirteen,  and 
more  than  five  years,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two.  Number  who  attended 
a  State  Normal  school,  fifty-nine;  read  books  on  teaching,  two  hundred 
and  seventy-two  ;  who  hold  professional  certificates,  nine  ;  permanent,  thir- 
teen; Normal  school  diplomas,  seven.  Two  hundred  and  ten  of  our  teach- 
ers attended  district  institutes  which  were  held  in  twenty-one  of  our  bor- 
oughs and  districts. 

Public  school  libraries  have  been  commenced  in  Ashland  and  Mahanoy 
City,  with  very  encouraging  success.  These  were  originated  mainly  by  the 
teachers,  and  through  them  the  citizens  became  active  participants.  Their 
united  efforts  have  formed  a  nucleus  around  which  we  hope  to  see  large  and 
useful  libraries  grow. 

Borough  and  District  Superintendency. — Superintendents  whose  duties 
are  to  visit  schools  daily,  report  their  condition  to  their  respective  boards, 
&c,  have  been  acting  in  this  capacity  in  Tamaqua,  Ashland,  Mahanoy  City, 
Mahanoy  township  and  Union  township. 
Superintendent  of  Tamaqua,  receives  $1,000  a  year. 

Do Ashland,  receives  $1,000  a  year. 

Do ;  Mahanoy  City,  receives  $1,000  a  year. 

Do Mahanoy  township,  receives  $750  a  year. 

Do Union  township,  receives  $5  per  day. 

All  are  subject  to  the  County  Superintendent,  and  some  make  frequent 
reports  to  him,  especially  if  his  services  are  needed,  the  difficulties  are  re- 
ported, his  advice  asked,  and  presence  requested  if  necessary. 


SNYDER  COUNTY— William  Mover. 

The  subject  of  school  buildings  in  previous  years  has  occupied  a  promi- 
nent place  in  reports,  and  we  rejoice  that  nine  new  buildings  were  erected, 
to  wit :  Selinsgrove  built  two  fine  brick  edifices,  each  two  stories  in  height, 
sizes  45  by  50  feet  and  26  by  36  feet ;  entire  cost,  $7,282,  with  cupolas  and 
bells.  The  former  contains  four  rooms,  and  the  latter  two.  These  rooms 
are  neatly  furnished  with  Prof.  Peter  Born's  patent  single  desk.  The  ceil- 
ings are  12  feet  high,  rooms  well  ventilated,  and  the  grounds  are  enclosed 
with  a  neat  fence.  When  contrasting  the  above  described  houses  with  the 
old,  with  their  low  ceilings,  dingy  walls  and  rickety  desks,  we  cannot  re- 
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train  from  giving  that  excellent  board  of  directors  public  thanks.  These 
schools,  six  in  number,  now  are  thoroughly  graded.  The  services  of  Prof. 
E.  \V.  Anspach,  as  principal,  have  been  secured.  He  has  entire  supervision 
of  them.  We  have  observed  that  placing  young  pupils  in  rooms  adapted 
to  their  age  and  abilities,  the  evils  of  being  crowded  and  jostled  by  the 
larger  pupils  and  neglected  by  the  teachers,  in  their  preference  for  giving 
attention  to  those  pursuing  more  advanced  studies,  is  wholly  avoided.  The 
comfort  and  progress  of  the  youngest  is  thereby  guarded  with  the  utmost 
care.  Let  it  be  the  ambition  of  school  oflicers  everywhere  so  to  improve 
school  buildings,  and  increase  the  facilities  for  complete  public  instruction, 
as  to  be  good  enough  for  all. 

Jackson  township  wheeled  into  line.  The  first  of  a  series  of  new  brick 
houses  has  been  erected,  costing  $918,  is  well  finished,  pleasantly  located, 
but  too  low  in  the  ceiling. 

Monroe  built  its  fourth  brick  house  for  $1,074,  well  ventilated,  and  pro- 
vided with  ample  black-board  surface.  This  supplies  the  old  house  at  Blue 
Hill.     The  grounds  consist  of  one  half  an  acre. 

Penn  built  a  number  one  brick,  with  seating  capacity  for  60  pupils.  The 
marble  slab  in  the  front  wall,  with  the  inscription  "Public  school,  date, 
names  of  directors  and  builder,"  adds  to  its  appearance.  The  coal  is 
kept  in  the  cellar.  We  recommend  to  directors,  when  building  new  houses, 
to  cause  a  sufficient  space  to  be  dug  out  wherein  to  deposit  coal  and  fuel, 
with  a  door  in  the  rough  wall. 

West  Beaver  erected  an  attractive  frame  house,  has  a  beautiful  cupola, 
wherein  swings  a  fine-toned  bell,  presented  by  Mr.  Charles  Krebs.  The 
desks  are  unsatisfactor3r  to  the  patrons,  and  they  have  resolved  to  substi- 
tute others  at  their  own  expense.  Another  new  building  will  be  erected  in 
Bannerville. 

West  Perry  built  two  substantial  brick  houses  of  suitable  dimensions, 
comfortable  and  convenient.  We  prefer,  however,  the  entrance  of  one- 
story  houses  in  the  gable-end.  The  site  of  the  house,  selected  in  lieu  of  the 
one  near  the  limestone  quarry,  is  preferable.  These  buildings  have  suf- 
ficient pla}'  ground. 

Washington  erected  a  frame  house,  with  suitable  plan  of  construction. 
No  windows  should  be  placed  in  one  of  the  end  walls  of  school  buildings,  as 
all  this  space  is  needed  for  black  surface.  This  house  and  the  one  erected 
last  season  were  painted. 

Outhouses  were  in  part  erected  in  seven  districts,  viz  :  Penn,  Jackson, 
Franklin  and  Washington,  and  entire  in  Perry,  Selinsgrove  and  Union. 
The  districts  of  Beaver  and  Middlecreek  are  totally  without.  Thirty-eight 
are  yet  to  be  supplied.  Directors,  one  more  effort,  and  our  county  will 
compare  favorably,  in  this  item,  with  other  counties  in  the  State, 
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Schools. — Two  additional  schools  were  opened,  one  in  West  Perry,  and, 
by  an  act,  the  Haldeman  school,  in  Juniata  county,  in  connection  with  the 
Kramer  school,  in  this  county,  an  independent  district  was  formed.  Num- 
ber of  districts,  16  ;  schools,  104:.  The  number  of  graded  schools  and 
schools  classified  are  the  same  as  last  year.  The  Bible  is  read  in  all.  A 
large  number  were  opened  with  prayer.  In  many  the  Lord's  prayer  and 
creed  were  repeated  by  the  pupils.  Yocal  music  is  practiced  in  95  ;  com- 
position and  declaiming  in  96.  School  mottoes  were  suspended  in  24 
rooms,  and  charts  in  41. 

Total  number  studying  geography, G60  ;  grammar,  414  ;  mental  arithmetic, 
1,304  ;  history,  193  ;  algebra,  38  ;  philosophy,  18  ;  book-keeping,  2.  The  at- 
tendance of  pupils,  number  of  visits  to  schools  by  officers  and  patrons,  with 
number  pursuing  the  various  branches,  was  published  in  the  Courier,  with 
good  results.     Several  schools  averaged  92  per  centum. 

Teachers. — Males  employed,  97  ;  females,  8  ;  average  age  of  teachers,  24 
years  ;  26  had  no  experience.  With  a  few  exceptions  all  have  read  works 
on  teaching.  The  majority  labored  faithfully.  One  failed  for  want  of  lite- 
rary ability — another  for  want  of  tact.  Four  hold  permanent  and  three 
professional  certificates.  Average  grade  of  provisional  certificate,  2r'^ — an 
improvement  over  that  of  last  year.  Our  standard  of  cpualincation  for  a 
certificate  now  compares  with  the  standard  adopted  by  the  superintendents 
in  the  adjoining  counties.  An  increase  of  salary,  in  a  few  instances,  would 
have  secured  several  more  good  teachers,  who  left  the  county  for  higher 
wages- 

WORK    DONE    BY    THE    SUPERINTENDENT. 

Examinations  held,  18.  One  hundred  and  sixty-three  applicants  ap- 
peared ;  five  were  rejected.  Fifty-one  directors  and  164  visitors  attended. 
Directors  were  present  in  every  district.  On  these  occasions  they  employ 
their  teachers — a  good  plan — thus  giving  directors  and  superintendent  an 
opportunity  to  consult  with  reference  to  assigning  teachers  their  respective 
schools.  At  the  close  of  examinations,  I  spoke  upon  topics  neglected  in 
the  district:  was  made  glad  at  visitations  to  see  the  suggestions  acted  upon 
by  the  parties  interested. 

Visitations. — All  the  schoois,  except  two,  were  visited  twice  ;  some  thrice. 
Two  hundred  and  nine  visits  were  made  to  schools  ;  average  length  of  visit 
to  each,  2J  hours.  We  did  not  find  a  single  school  closed  by  reason  of 
sickness  or  death.  My  time  at  first  visit  is  employed  in  collecting  statis- 
tics for  the  Department,  and  make  suggestions,  if  necessary,  on  organiza- 
tion and  classification,  examine  copy-books,  &c.,  inquire  of  each  pupil, 
at  his  or  her  seat,  as  to  what  branches  they  pursue,  and  close  with  the  re- 
mark that  at  second  visit  classes  in  the  several  branches  would  be  exam- 
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ined.  A  short  address  was  made  to  each  school.  Forty-nine  directors  and 
50G  patrons  accompanied  when  discharging  this  part  of  our  duty.  In- 
creased interest  is  manifested  in  visitation  by  officers  and  citizens.  Num- 
ber of  visits  to  schools  by  directors,  290  ;  patrons,  1,660.  We  tender  pub- 
lic thanks  to  the  ministers  and  others  who  visited  schools  and  delivered 
educational  addresses  in  behalf  of  the  common  school  system. 

Educational  Heelings. — Past  experience  convinces  us  of  the  importance 
of  holding  evening  meetings  with  schools.  Thirteen  were  held  in  different 
localities  ;  seventeen  schools  were  in  attendance.  The  parents  and  all  pre- 
sent take  a  deep  interest  in  the  exercises.  Short  addresses,  declaiming, 
good  music,  examination  of  classes,  rooms  tastefully  decorated,  tend  to 
make  them  interesting  and  profitable.  Forty  teachers  were  present  and  a 
large  number  of  directors  and  citizens. 

Normal  Institute. — We  organized  the  Snyder  County  Teachers'  Normal 
Institute,  in  Freeburg  Academy,  August  16,  and  continued  in  session  until 
October  6.  Sixty-one  members  attended  ;  fifty-seven  thereof  taught  dur- 
ing the  past  winter.  ) 

The  County  Institute  convened  in  Freeburg,  December  27  ;  was  better 
attended  than  formerly.  A  great  amount  of  practical  good  was  done.  It 
was  a  success.  Truthfully  it  was  a  Snyder  County  Institute,  as  there  were 
no  paid  lecturers  from  abroad.  Our  teachers  acquitted  themselves  credita- 
bly. There  was  no  lack  of  interest  from  its  opening  to  the  close — a. five 
days'  session.  Not  a  few  remarked,  "  It  was  the  best  institute  they  ever 
attended."  The  exercises  were  a  real  benefit  to  the  members.  Many  sug- 
gestions were  promptly  enforced  in  a  number  of  schools.  Good  music  was 
furnished  by  the  Freeburg  Vocalists  and  Cornet  Band. 

Institutions  of  Learning. — Freeburg  Academy,  Missionary  Institute  and 
Susquehanna  Female  College  are  continuing  their  good  work.  The  friends 
of  the  cause  are  indebted  to  these  able  principals  for  the  educational  facili- 
ties afforded. 

The  Press. — The  editors  of  our  county  papers  will  please  accept  our 
warmest  thanks  for  the  gratuitous  use  of  their  columns.  Notwithstanding 
the  publication  of  five  weeklies  in  the  county,  may  each  receive  a  liberal 
and  appreciative  patronage. 

Summary. — Was  130  days  employed  officially,  wrote  67  official  letters, 
and  traveled  1,065  miles.  Many  thanks  are  due  directors  and  teachers  for 
their  hearty  co-operation,  and  especially  to  the  officers  of  the  School  De- 
partment for  urbanity,  aid  and  promptness. 
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School  Districts. — "We  have  twenty-seven  districts  in  the  county  ;  Cone- 
maugk  district,  although  having  accepted  the  common  schools  last  year,  did 
not  get  all  her  schools  into  operation  until  this  year.  There  are  ten  in 
number.  The  district  is  making  rapid  progress,  and  her  schools  will  com- 
pare favorably  With  the  schools  in  many  of  the  other  districts.  It  is  grati- 
fying to  be  able  to  say,  that  a  free  school  is  open  to  every  youth  in  the 
county.     A  new  school  district  is  being  formed  of  the  borough  of  Dale  City. 

School  Houses. — There  are  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  school  houses  in 
the  county ;  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  frame  and  plank  ;  thirty-one  log ; 
four  brick,  and  one  stone.  Nine  new  school  houses  have  been  built  during 
the  year ;  three  in  Conemaugh,  two  in  Larimer,  two  in  Quemahoning,  one 
in  Stonycreek  and  one  in  Southampton.  Of  these,  Stonycreek  and  Quema- 
honing have  built  the  best.  Their  houses  are  large,  commodious  and  well 
lighted,  and  the  directors  deserve  much  credit  for  erecting  such  good  build- 
ings. Most  of  the  other  houses  are  too  small,  and  some  of  them  are  con- 
structed of  bad  material.  In  several  of  the  districts  some  trouble  exists 
between  the  boards  of  directors  and  parties  who  contracted  to  build  the 
houses,  in  regard  to  accepting  the  buildings,  the  latter  having  failed  to 
comply  with  the  agreement.  The  difficulty  generally  originates  in  boards 
of  directors  letting  the  building  of  their  houses  to  the  lowest  bidder,  thus 
failing  to  secure  the  services  of  a  good  mechanic.  It  is  better  to  pay  a  good 
mechanic  a  few  dollars  more  and  have  a  good  house,  than  to  pay  a  poor  one 
a  few  dollars  less  and  have  a  bad  house.  There  are  still  fifteen  houses  unfit 
for  use,  but  I  have  every  reason  to  hope  that  they  will  not  long  remain  in 
this  condition.  The  furniture  in  many  of  our  country  school  houses  is 
bad,  and  in  some  cases  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  pupil.  The  different 
boards  of  directors  should  at  once  see  that  their  houses  are  supplied  with 
good  furniture  and  suitable  apparatus. 

Schools. — Two  hundred  and  nine  schools  were  open  during  the  year  for 
a  term  of  four  months,  except  in  Somerset  and  Berlin  boroughs,  where  they 
had  a  term  of  five  months.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  term  is  much  too 
short;  but,  unless  the  State  appropriation  is  largely  increased,  it  can 
scarcely  be  expected  that  it  will  be  lengthened,  especially  in  the  poorer  and 
more  thinly  settled  districts.  Our  taxes  are  heavy.  There  should  be  a 
general  equalization  of  the  taxes  throughout  the  State.  If  our  schools  are 
to  be  public  schools,  let  them  be  so  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  term. 

The  Bible  was  read  in  nearly  all  of  our  schools.  In  one  or  two  district?, 
however,  there  was  some  dissatisfaction  in  regard  to  the  reading  of  the 
Scripture  in  the  school  room.  A  system  of  public  instruction  that  aims  to 
give  all  its  children  a  liberal  education  must  rise  higher  than  any  religious 
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denomination  or  political  party.  It  must  be  freed  from  dissension.  .  The 
right  of  worshiping  God  according  to  the  "  dictates  of  our  own  conscience" 
is  an  undisputed  one,  and  should  not  be  interfered  with.  In  schools,  there- 
fore, where  there  is  a  wide  difference  upon  the  subject,  I  would  not  enforce 
the  reading  of  the  Scriptures.  We  have  the  church,  the  Bible-class,  the 
Sunday  school  and  the  family  to  give  our  children  religious  instruction  and 
training,  according  to  our  own  particular  views. 

Teachers. — There  were  two  hundred  and  ten  teachers  emploj'ed  in  our 
schools,  of  whom  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  were  males,  and  fifty-two  fe- 
males, at  salaries  ranging  from  $25  to  $50  per  month.  This  is  quite  too 
low.  In  some  districts,  first-class  male  teachers  receive  a  few  dollars  more 
per  month  than  first-class  females.  This  is  certainly  a  great  error.  The 
maxim,  "  equal  pay  for  equal  labor,"  holds  good  in  the  teacher's  profession 
as  well  as  anj'where  else.  It  is  greatly  to  be  lamented  that  the  female  por- 
tion of  the  teacher's  profession  should  suffer  from  an  action  of  this  kind. 
It  has  caused  some  of  our  best  female  teachers  to  abandon  the  profession, 
and  others  go  where  their  labors  are  more  fully  appreciated.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  boards  of  directors  will  consider  well  the  gross  injustice  of  so  unjust 
a  discrimination,  and  act  more  wisely  in  the  future.  There  were  two  total 
failures  in  the  county,  and  it  may  be  a  fact  worthy  of  note,  that  they  were 
not  female  teachers.  Many  of  our  teachers  are  entirely  too  young — mere 
boys  and  girls.  In  some  districts  the  average  did  not  exceed  eighteen 
years,  and  in  one  particular  school  there  was  a  teacher  employed  only  thir- 
teen years  old.  These  younger  persons  offering  to  teach  at  low  salaries 
drive  some  of  our  best  teachers  out  of  the  ranks.  Something  should  be 
done  to  more  fully  protect  the  interests  of  the  profession.  A  law,  speci- 
fying at  what  age  persons  should  be  allowed  to  teach,  would  obviate  the 
difficult}'.  Quite  a  number  of  our  teachers  have  had  no  experience.  Of 
those  teaching,  forty- one  had  taught  over  five  years,  and  about  one-half 
had  read  some  work  on  teaching. 

Visitation. — I  commenced  as  thorough  a  course  of  official  school  visita- 
tion as  time  would  permit,  on  the  19th  of  December,  (three  days  after  I  re- 
ceived my  commission,)  and  continued  until  about  the  1st  of  April.  One 
hundred  and  eighty-five  schools  were  visited.  The  average  time  spent  at 
each  school  was  about  one  hour  and  a  quarter.  Twenty-six  schools  were 
not  visited  for  want  of  time.  School  directors  were  always  ready  and  wil- 
ling to  accompany  me  when  called  upon,  but  in  many  instances  I  failed  to 
do  so,  not  knowing  who  were  directors.  In  these  school  visitations  the 
method  of  teaching  was  carefully  noted,  the  tact  and  skill  in  governing  the 
school  observed,  the  organization  and  classification  of  the  school  was  in- 
quired into,  and  corrections  of  what  was  deemed  fault-worthy,  made.  I 
heard  the  scholars  recite,  questioned  them  in  the  studies  they  were  pursu- 
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ing,  and  at  the  close  made  such  remarks  to  them  as  I  thought  would  be 
useful  in  inducing  them  to  be  regular  and  punctual  in  their  attendance,  dili- 
gent in  their  studies,  kind  and  obedient  to  their  parents  and  teacher,  re- 
spectful to  the  aged,  and  to  love  their  studies,  their  teacher  *and  their 
school  room.  On  many  of  the  school  reports  I  was  pleased  to  find  the 
names  of  directors  and  parents  recorded  as  visitors,  but  not  as  many  as 
should  be.  In  my  judgment  it  is  an  evidence  that  the  great  cause  of  pub- 
lic education  is  steadily  advancing,  when  the  friends  of  that  cause  are  found 
in  the  school  room,  seeing  for  themselves  that  the  teacher  is  competent  to 
teach,  and  looking  after  the  interest  and  proper  training  of  their  children. 
Show  me  a  school  that  is  never  visited  by  directors  or  parents,  where  the 
heart  of  the  teacher  is  never  cheered  by  a  visitor  and  the  scholars  never 
encouraged,  and  I  will  show  you  a  poor,  spasmodic  effort  to  instruct, 
scarcely  worthy  the  name  of  a  school.  I  am  frequently  asked,  ';  What  is 
the  use  of  school  visitation  ?"  The  object  of  school  visitation  is  to  stimu- 
late and  encourage  the  school.  It  is  cheering  to  witness  the  good  results 
flowing  from  these  labors.  But  the  teacher  and  those  officially  connected 
with  the  school  alone,  in  rnairv  cases,  witness  these  encouragements.  If 
any  of  our  directors  or  parents  will  take  the  trouble  to  visit  their  schools 
they  will  see  for  themselves  the  worth  of  school  visitation.  My  field  of 
labor,  in  this  connection,  is  large  and  the  work  hard,  but  I  endeavor  to  do 
it  well. 

Educational  Agencies. — Five  Normal  schools  were  open  during  the 
months  of  August,  September  and  part  of  October,  which  were  largely  at- 
tended by  the  teachers.  The  County  Institute  convened  at  Somerset,  Decem- 
ber 26,  and  continued  in  session  five  days,  with  evening  meetings.  As  no  ar- 
rangements had  been  made  by  my  predecessor  for  securing  the  services  of 
lecturers  and  instructors,  I  found  it  impossible  to  get  assistance  from  abroad. 
I  am  under  many  obligations  to  Messrs.  A.  T.  Ankeny,  F.  J.  Kooser  and 
Hon.  William  II.  Koontz  for  valuable  aid  rendered  by  delivering  addresses 
during  the  evening  sessions.  Rev.  Wm.  Edgar  met  with  us  daily  and  ren- 
dered valuable  aid.  A  good  work  was  done  by  our  own  teachers,  ninety-six 
of  whom  were  in  attendance.  This  is  a  small  decrease  upon  last  year,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  in  some  districts  where  teachers  had  heretofore  been  al- 
lowed the  time  spent  at  the  institute,  boards  of  directors  refused  to  grant 
it  to  them.  If  these  institutes  are  a  recognized  feature  of  our  common 
school  system,  the  school  law  should  make  some  provision  whereby  teach- 
ers would  be  compelled  to  attend  them.  Much  good  to  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion was  done  at  our  institute,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  all  of  our 
teachers  did  not  embrace  the  opportunity  to  improve  themselves.  The  edi- 
tors of  the  county  papers  will  please  accept  my  acknowledgments  for  pub- 
lishing the  proceedings  of  the  County  Institute  and  other  educational  mat- 
12  School  Rep. 
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ter  of  interest  to  the  public  generally.  Only  one  district  institute  was  hel  1 
in  the  county,  and  it  was  I'ather  poorly  conducted  and  amounted  to  almost 
a  failure.  These  were  valuable  auxiliaries  to  the  teacheis'  profession  at 
one  time,  but  they  have  passed  awa}r ;  their  fate  is  but  an  evidence  of  the 
fact  that  institutes  cannot  exist  without  a  law  to  protect  them. 

Conclusion. — The  school  year  has  been  a  }-ear  of  progress  and  success. 
In  comparing  the  number  of  persons  enrolled  in  our  schools  with  the  num- 
ber between  the  ages  of  six  and  twenty-one  3*ears  from  the  last  census  of 
our  county,  it  will  be  seen  that  quite  a  number  of  persons  between  those 
ages  are  not  in  school  at  all.  The  average  and  percentage  should  be  greatly 
increased.  If  it  were  possible,  I  would  have  a  law  passed  compelling  all 
persons  between  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen  years  to  attend  school  for  at 
least  four  months  in  a  year.  If  the  State  has  the  right  to  make  provisions 
for  the  education  of  her  youth,  she  certainly  has  a  right  to  see  that  they 
are  receiving  the  benefits  of  that  provision. 

In  carefully  reviewing  the  result  of  our  noble  common  school  s}-stem  for 
the  past  ten  years,  it  is  clearty  demonstrated  to  my  mind  that  it  is  not  a 
failure.  Vice  and  superstition  are  gradually  giving  way  to  education  and 
Christianity.  IMucation,  however,  is  a  growth,  and  it  must  have  time  to 
be  fully  developed.  Coming  generations  will  only  reap  the  real  value  of 
our  free  schools.  Seed  that  is  sown  does  not  spring  up,  grow  and  mature 
instantaneously.  k'In  due  season"  the  harvest  time  comes,  but  the  sower 
must  patiently  await  the  proper  time.  To  expect  an  immediate  transition 
from  ignorance  to  enlightenment  is  the  verj^  height  of  folly.  We  must 
[have  patience,  for  "  it  worketh  all  things."  Much  good  has  already  been 
.accomplished  by  our  common  schools,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  expect 
much  more.  A  new  era  having  dawned  upon  our  county,  with  her  railroad 
facilities,  we  ma}r  reasonably  expect  a  more  rapid  growth  in  education.  Our 
county 'has  wealth,  and  as  it  is  being  developed  a  portion  of  it  should  be 
bestowed  upon  the  education  of  her  children.  It  cannot  be  more  worthily 
expended.  In  concluding  this,  my  first  report,  my  friends  will  please  accept 
my  sincere  thanks  for  the  many  encouraging  and  kind  favors  received  from 
them  while  endeavoring  to  perform  the  arduous  duties  of  my  position. 
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Dushore  borough  has  so  enlarged  her  school  building  as  to  add  one  school 
room.  These  rooms  are  of  moderate  dimensions  and  comfortable,  have 
ample  blackboard  surface,  and  are  furnished  with  good  and  convenient 
home-made  furniture.     The  directors  of  this  district,  combining  the  spirit 
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of  progress  and  economy,  have  done  well  in  planning  and  furnishing  their 
school  rooms. 

Sonestown,  a  small  village  and  sub-district  in  Davidson  township,  long 
enduring  the  unpleasantness,  as  well  as  loss,  of  occupying  an  old  school 
house,  with  open  sides  and  broken  windows,  has,  through  an  enterprising 
board  of  directors,  been  favored  with  a  good-looking  and  comfortable  one. 
It  is  decidedly  the  best  in  the  district.  Its  furniture  is  so  much  better  than 
that  of  the  other  houses  of  the  districts  that  a  comparison  is  not  admissible. 

Elkland,  continuing  the  work  of  building,  has  added  another  to  the  list 
of  her  good  school  houses. 

Salem,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  district,  is  thus  left  to  rest.  It  is  to  be 
desired  that  the  minds  to  be  formed  and  nurtured  in  the  new,  shall  not  be 
less  strong  and  clear  than  those  trained  in  the  old  edifice. 

Laporte  township  also  engaged  in  the  work  of  building.  The  loss  of  one 
of  her  houses  by  fire  is  thus  repaired. 

It  is  a  satisfaction  to  directors  and  others,  unable  to  build  the  more  ex- 
pensive school  houses,  to  know  that  imposing  buildings,  with  furniture  and 
apparatus  to  correspond,  are  not  the  onl}7  evidence  of  educational  progress. 

Examinations  of  teachers  and  school  visiting  attended  to  with  usual  in- 
terest. 

Our  Normal  school  institute,  held  at  Dushore,  proved  satisfactory.  The 
attendance  was  quite  large.  The  deportment  of  the  teachers  during  the 
whole  term  was  good,  and  their  attention  to  study  praiseworthy. 

Our  Count}7  Institute  was  a  good  one.  Prof.  J.  W.  Barker,  of  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  did  a  large  amount  of  work.  He  possesses  much  skill  in  this  field 
of  labor  ;  is  apt  to  teach,  energetic  and  agreeable  in  manner.  Being  a  good 
reader,  he  engaged  the  attention  of  many  of  the  citizens.  It  is  right  to  class 
this  institute  with  the  educational  helps  of  this  county. 

A  few  of  our  teachers  partially  failed  in  their  work.  Failures  often  occur 
where  literaiy  acquirement  and  aptness  to  teach  exist,  for  want  of  adapted- 
ness  in  disposition  to  the  peculiarities  of  the  place. 
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Sixteen  school  houses  have  been  built ;  all  comfortable  and  fairly  seated  ; 
some  of  them  well  finished,  especially  one  in  Harford,  one  in  Dunock  and 
one  in  Forest  Lake,  the  last  contains  modern  seats,  and  is  in  many  respects 
the  most  permanent  and  best  finished  rural  house  in  the  county.  The  loca- 
tion of  new  houses  is  larger  and  far  more  pleasant  than  in  former  times. 

In  several  districts  solar  charts  have  been  purchased,  and  globes  added 
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in  a  few  others.  Directors  are  taking  more  pains  to  secure  school  property 
from  harm  ;  also  a  deeper  interest  in  the  grade  and  teaching  ability'  of  those 
employed  in  the  schools. 

We  have  many  earnest,  wide-awake  teachers,  but  too  many  teachers  only 
in  name.  A  desire  for  longer  school  terms  is  manifest  in  man}7  parts,  and 
some  districts  purpose  to  have  longer  terms  the  coming  year. 

WORK   BY    SUPERINTENDENT. 

I  have  held  thirty-seven  public  and  eight  private  examinations ;  gave 
four  hundred  and  forty-seven  provisional  certificates  and  one  professional, 
also  renewed  four  professional  certificates  ;  twenty-seven  applicants  were 
rejected.  Many  of  those  certificates  were  given  for  a  summer  term  only, 
or  for  six  months,  especially  was  this  the  case  with  a  large  number  of  ap- 
plicants who  had  never  taught.  All  the  private  examinations  were  held  by 
request  of  directors  employing  teachers  who  had  failed  for  various  reasons, 
to  them  good,  of  attending  public  examinations,  and  in  nearly  every  in- 
stance the  lowest  grade  of  certificate  given  was  to  those  for  whom  especial 
request  was  made  by  employers  ;  and  I  have  ver3T  clearly  discovered  that 
no  certificate  is  so  poor  but  what  the  individual  holding  it  may  obtain  a 
school,  and  I,  therefore,  design  to  be  much  more  careful  in  future  to  reject  all 
who  are  very  deficient  in  the  studies  taught. 

A  certificate  with  three  or  more  as  the  grade,  shows  that  the  prospect  of 
a  good  school  is  very  small,  yet  directors,  in  some  districts,  continue  to  em- 
ploy such,  and  without  looking  at  the  certificate,  but  do  not  hesitate  to 
complain  of  the  Superintendent  for  giving  such  certificate. 

The  remedy,  as  it  appears,  is  to  refuse  to  give  all  such  certificates. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-five  school  visits  were  made,  with  an  average 
time  of  one  hour  and  twenty-five  minutes.  At  most  of  these  visits  short 
addresses  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  encouragement  to  teacher  and 
scholars,  and  to  give  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  duties  of  each  that  the 
schools  may  be  more  efficient,  not  only  as  sources  of  mental  culture,  but 
that  the  right  spirit  in  the  work  of  life  and  a  high  moral  tone  may  be  im- 
parted to  the  children  attending  the  schools. 

Two  educational  meetings  were  held.  One  County  Institute  of  five  clays, 
at  Montrose,  attended  by  one  hundred  teachers,  in  which  I  was  aided  by 
Professor  Charles  H.  Verrill,  of  Mansfield  Normal  school ;  Professor  Henry 
Carver,  of  Bloomsburg  Normal  school,  and  Professor  Selden  J.  Coffin,  of 
Lafayette  College,  Easton,  Pa.,  as  chief  instructors  and  lecturers,  besides 
elficient  workers  from  our  own  schools,  and  many  encouraging  and  instruc- 
tive words  from  physicians,  ministers,  &c,  in  attendance.  Four  institutes, 
lasting  two  days,  were  held  in  separate  localities,  attended  by  sixty-nine 
teachers,  in  which  teachers  of  graded  and  private  schools  in  the  county  took 
prominent  part  as  instructors. 
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Two  hundred  and  forty-five  official  letters  were  written,  and  twenty-two 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  traveled  within  the  county  in  connection  with  the 
school  work.  Several  schools  have  not  been  visited  during  the  year,  but 
with  the  exception  of  eight  or  ten,  arrangements  were  made  and  in  most 
cases  the  travel  performed  needful  to  the  visit,  but  the  visit  was  hindered 
because  of  the  absence  of  the  teacher  by  reason  of  sickness,  for  a  visit  or 
some  casual  circumstance,  and  in  other  cases  schools  were  not  in  session 
when  the  Superintendent  had  reason  to  suppose  they  were.  My  intention 
is  to  visit  every  one,  and  as  many  as  possible  the  second  time. 

Thirty-six  directors  have  been  with  me  while  visiting  schools,  and  in 
many  cases  some  were  present  at  the  examination  of  teachers,  and  in  a  few 
places  the  patrons  of  schools  have  taken  an  interest  in  examinations,  and 
cheerfully  gone  with  me  to  the  school. 

HINDRANCES    TO    THE    WORK. 

Obstacles  will  remain  as  long  as  directors  are  elected  whose  interest  in 
schools  is  to  keep  the  tax  and  wages  as  low  as  possible,  pa3'ing  the  same  to 
each  teacher  without  regard  to  ability  or  success,  and  are  unwilling  to  have 
good  buildings  and  conveniences  for  schools  ;  so  long  as  parents  do  not 
encourage  teachers  in  securing  punctuality,  order,  diligence  and  obedience; 
so  long  i.s  kind  advice  is  withheld,  and  words  of  complaint  and  detraction 
are  spread  abroad  ;  so  long  as  teachers  neglect  institutes  and  the  study  of 
school  economy  and  methods  of  instruction,  and  make  the  school  work 
only  an  employment  to  secure  money.  A  great  change  is  wrought  in  all 
these  things,  and  hope  encourages  us  concerning  the  future  of  our  schools. 

In  conclusion,  I  cheerfully  add  that  I  have  received  a  cordial  welcome  in 
most  places,  and  found  directors  and  people  desiring  to  have  good  accom- 
plished, changes  effected  in  manner  and  means  which  shall  improve  the 
instruction  and  secure  greater  efficiency,  while  the  greater  part  of  the  teach- 
ers have  manifested  a  warmth  of  regard  and  readiness  to  know  the  right 
way,  that  has  added  strength  and  efficiency  to  my  own  efforts  and  encour- 
ages to  g  reater  and  higher  exertions  for  a  new  year  of  labor. 

The  press  has  cheerfully  spread  before  the  people  items  of  information  in 
school  affairs,  and  our  graded  schools,  and  a  few  select  schools,  have  con- 
tinued to  help  on  the  work  by  sound  instruction  to  many  who  engage  as 
teachers. 

The  same  kindness  and  cordiality  of  the  former  year  have  been  extended 
during  this  by  the  State  Department,  for  which  I  am  truly  grateful. 
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Graded  Schools. — We  have  now  in  the  county,  thirteen  (13)  schools  that 
are  graded,  employing  forty  teachers  (40.)  The  graded  school  at  Wells- 
boro',  under  the  leadership  of  Prof.  A.  C.  Winters,  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
best  in  the  State.  Under  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  the  old  academy  and 
the  public  school  were  united.  These  two  "  were  made  one,"  and  that  one 
is  now  a  first-class  graded  school.  There  are  now  eight  departments  or 
grades — primary,  secondary,  intermediate,  grammar  and  high  school. 

An  act  was  passed  during  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  granting  to 
the  board  of  directors  of  Knoxville,  the  power  to  borrow  money  to  build 
new  school  buildings.  Large  and  commodious  buildings  will  be  erected 
during  the  coming  year,  giving  to  the  borough  one  of  the  best  graded  schools 
in  the  county.  The  directors  of  Lawrenceville  have  remodeled  and  thor- 
oughly repaired  their  school  building,  and  now  have  an  excellent  school  of 
three  grades.  The  graded  school  in  Blossburg,  under  the  management  of 
H.  M.  Beeles,  is  doing  a  noble  work.  The  one  at  Arnot,  under  the  charge 
of  R.  E.  Howland,  and  the  one  at  Fall  Brook,  under  the  charge  of  J.  L. 
Sexton,  are  both  excellent  schools,  and  well  worthy  of  the  praise  which  they 
receive  from  their  patrons.  The  school  at  Elkland,  is  on  the  decline.  Their 
school  building  is  sadly  out  of  repair,  and  every  thing  wears  a  "  tumble 
down"  appearance.  They  have  barely  school  enough  to  answer  the  require- 
ments of  the  law,  leaving  the  children  for  eight  months  to  the  debasing  in- 
fluence of  street  education.  It  is  really  a  reproach  to  their  beautiful  and 
wealthy  village,  that  they  are  so  little  interested  in  their  schools.  It  is 
hoped  that  after  their  railroad  is  secured,  that  the  people  will  turn  their  at- 
tention to  their  schools.  Upon  the  whole,  we  are  proud  of  our  graded 
schools,  and  think  that  in  the  future  a  goodly  number  of  our  teachers  must 
receive  their  training  from  them. 

Teachers. — Four  hundred  and  one  (401)  teachers  were  employed  during 
the  year — eighty-two  (82)  males  and  three  hundred  and  nineteen  (319)  fe- 
males. Sixty-one  (Gl)  have  had  no  experience,  eightj'-two  (82)  have  taught 
less  than  one  year,  while  only  thirty-five  (35)  have  taught  more  than  five 
years,  one  hundred  and  nine  (109)  have  attended  a  Normal  school,  eleven 
(11)  have  graduated  at  a  Normal  school,  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
(328)  have  read  works  on  teaching,  while  a  large  number  have  studied,  as 
text-books,  "  School  Economy  "  and  "  Methods  of  Instruction."  Many  of 
our  teachers  are  leaving  the  profession  every  year  for  other  employments, 
which  accounts  for  the  large  number  of  teachers  who  have  had  no  experi- 
ence. Nearly  one-fourth  of  our  teachers  every  year  must  be  taken  from 
those  "  who  have  had  no  experience  " — from  our  scholars ;  but  with  the  fa- 
cilities for  educating  them  which  we  now  possess,  we  hope  to  be  able  to 
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obtain  those  who  are  well  qualified  for  the  work.  As  yet  many  are  teach- 
ing who  are  too  poorly  qualified  and  should  themselves  be  attending  school, 
but  it  is  impossible  to  fill  our  schools  without  taking  some  who,  we  are  con- 
vinced, ought  not  to  be  in  the  profession. 

Salaries. — On  no  topic  do  we  report  with  more  pleasure  than  upon  this. 
The  salaries  of  our  teachers  are  steadily  increasing,  Wellsboro'  paying 
their  principal  sixteen  hundred  dollars  ($1,600)  per  annum.  Still,  while 
we  rejoice  that  our  teachers  are  being  paid  something  near  to  what  they 
would  receive  at  other  employments,  we  regret  that  the  unjust  plan  of  pay- 
ing the  same  wages  to  all  alike,  whether  good  or  bad,  or  through  favoritism 
without  regard  to  the  kind  of  certificate  in  possession,  is  still  practiced  in 
some  of  our  districts.  This  is  putting  ability  at  a  discount,  and  has  a  ten- 
dency to  drive  our  best  teachers  out  of  the  profession. 

Out-houses. — There  are  forty-two  (42)  less  school  houses  without  these 
necessary  buildings  than  last  year.  This  is  a  noticeable  improvement,  still 
there  is  a  good  chance  for  more  improvement.  Sixty-nine  (69)  houses  are 
still  destitute.  The  attention  of  our  directors  is  again  earnestly  called  to 
this. 

Length  of  School  Term. — Our  school  term  has  increased  to  6.2  months. 
This,  too,  denotes  progress. 

Boarding  Around. — A  number  of  our  districts  have  abolished  the  sys- 
tem of  "boarding  around"  during  the  year.  Perhaps  nothing  could  be 
done  in  the  county  that  would  prove  more  beneficial  to  the  schools  than 
the  complete  abolition  of  this  system  of  "  boarding  around."  Having 
taught  district  schools  for  a  number  of  years,  and  "  boarded  around  "  a 
good  part  of  the  time,  we  believe  we  know  "  whereof  we  speak."  Our 
county  is,  in  the  main,  rough  and  hilly — the  snow  drifting  badly  in  many 
of  the  districts — and  it  is  cruel  to  compel  our  lady  teachers  to  wade  the 
snow  from  house  to  house  in  search  of  a  "  place  to  stay."  The  health  of 
many  of  our  lady  teachers  fails  from  this  cause  alone.  Then,  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  if  not  to  the  letter  of  the  school  law. 

The  law  contemplates  that  the  property  of  the  district  shall  school  the 
children  of  the  district,  and  that  the  children  of  the  poor  shall  have  the  same 
opportunities  of  attending  school  as  the  children  of  the  rich,  but  when  the 
poor  are  compelled  to  board  the  teacher,  if  they  send  to  school,  this  is  not  the 
case.  We  think  there  are  many  children  kept  from  school,  because  their  pa- 
rents cannot  board  the  teachers.  We  earnestly  call  the  attention  of  our  di- 
rectors to  this.     Would  it  not  be  well  to  pass  a  law  prohibiting  it  altogether  ? 

School  Directors. — It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  school  directors  are 
the  "  back-bone"  of  our  whole  school  system.  Having  more  power  and  re- 
sponsibility than  any  other  officer  of  the  system.  Then  how  necessary  it 
is  that  they  should  be  chosen  from  the  best  talent  in  the  districts  inespec- 
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tive  of  part}'  or  political  influences,  and  having  been  elected,  and  accepted 
the  office,  they  should  faithfully  and  conscientiously  discharge  its  duties 
with  the  same  practical  shrewdness  and  sound  judgment  that  they  would 
display  in  the  management  of  their  own  private  business  affairs,  remem- 
bering that  they  are  the  "  trustees  for  the  public,"  and  the  imperative  offi- 
cial obligation  resting  upon  them,  is  to  discharge  their  duty  in  such  a  way 
as  will  best  subserve  the  public  interests  intrusted  to  their  care.  We  regret 
to  say  that  this,  with  some  of  our  directors  is  not  the  case;  they  are  often- 
times chosen,  not  for  their  peculiar  fitness  to  discharge  its  duties,  but  be- 
cause they  belong  to  "our  party."  Again,  men  are  elected  who  have  no 
personal  interest  in  the  schools,  (except  to  keep  down  the  taxes.)  In  most 
cases,  only  men  who  have  children  to  educate  should  be  chosen  for  school 
directors.  These  of  course  are  exceptional  cases.  Our  directors,  as  a 
whole,  are  earnest,  true  men,  laboring  earnestly  and  faithfully,  "  and  gratu- 
itously" for  the  public  welfare,  spending  da}?s  and  weeks  for  the  good  of 
the  schools,  with  no  otber  hope  of  reward  but  an  approving  conscience, 
"  knowing  their  duty, 'they  did  it  well." 

WORK   DONE    BY    SUPERINTENDENT. 

This  has  consisted  in  holding  examinations,  visiting  schools,  holding 
institutes,  &c. 

Examinations.  —  Thirty-one  (31)  public  examinations  were  held;  three 
hundred  and  seventy  (370)  applicants  were  examined  ;  three  hundred  and 
two  (302)  provisional  and  five  professional  certificates  were  granted.  Our 
examinations  are  almost  exclusively  written  ;  printed  slips  of  questions 
being  used.  Our  method  has  been  to  pass  these  slips  upon  each  branch  to 
each  member  of  the  class  separately,  (care  being  taken  to  seat  them  so  that 
there  can  be  no  communicating,)  giving  them  so  much  time  upon  each 
branch  ;  for  instance,  one  and  one-half  hours  upon  orthography.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  time,  these  questions  are  gathered  together  with  their 
manuscripts,  and  questions  upon  another  branch  given  them,  and  so  on 
through  the  list.  The  advantages  of  the  written  system  are,  it  is  fairer  for 
the  applicants,  giving  them  a  better  opportunity  of  showing  and  us  of  judg- 
ing o/  their  knowledge  upon  any  branch  upon  which  they  are  being  exam- 
ined, than  by  the  oral  method.  We  can  see  that  an  applicant  might  possess 
a  fair  knowledge  of  arithmetic,  for  instance,  and  still  fail  upon  two  or  three 
questions  asked,  or  that  he  might  answer  correctly  two  or  three  questions 
and  still  be  "  wofully"  deficient,  but  when  required  to  answer  from  twenty 
to  fort}'  questions  upon  any  particular  branch,  their  knowledge  upon  that 
branch  must  be  pretty  thoroughly  tested.  With  as  large  classes  as  we 
eometimes  have,  having  had  forty  and  sixty  in  a  class  at  the  same  time, 
we  cannot  (with  the  time  that  we  can  spare,)  conduct  the  examination  orally 
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with  fairness  to  the  applicant,  and  with  satisfaction  to  ourself.  The  objec- 
tions to  the  written  system,  are  that  applicants  are  apt  to  communicate  with 
each  other.  A  very  little  tact  used  by  the  Superintendent  in  seating,  &c, 
will  very  soon  overcome  that  difficulty.  Again,  that  3'our  questions  will 
sometimes  go  a-head  of  you  through  the  county,  giving  applicants  a  chance 
to  "  post  up"  upon  them  in  advance,  with  two  or  three  sets  of  questions, 
the  examiner  need  have  no  fear  of  that  ;  again,  that  directors  and  others 
will  not  be  interested  in  the  examinations  without  they  can  hear  the  an- 
swers of  the  applicants.  Our  method  is  to  have  the  directors  examine  the 
manuscripts  upon  any  and  all  branches  as  fast  as  handed  in,  and  we  have 
never  yet  failed  to  interest  them  sufficiently.  The  manuscripts  are  all  filed 
in  the  office,  together  with  the  questions. 

Visitations. — One  of  the  real  wants  of  our  schools  is  a  closer  supervision 
than  it  is  possible  for  the  Superintendent  to  give  them.  In  our  county  it 
is  impossible  for  the  Superintendent  to  see  the  schools  more  than  once,  at 
best,  in  a  year,  and  then  only  staying  from  one  to  one  and  a  half  hours  in 
each  school.  Our  teachers  are  constantly  changing — old  ones  leaving  the 
profession  and  new  ones  taking  their  places.  These  teachers  need  assis- 
tance in  properly  classifying  and  grading  their  schools.  Who  shall  help 
them  ?  The  school  directors  are  too  much  engaged  to  spend  much  time 
visiting  schools,  and  when  the  fact  is  otherwise  the}r  do  not  generally  feel 
that  they  possess  the  necessary  knowledge  to  make  their  visits  of  much 
help  to  the  teacher.  Pai*ents  do  not  do  it.  That  they  ought  to  give  their 
schools  a  closer  inspection  no  one  will  deny.  Every  business  man  knows 
that  no  kind  of  work  is  well  done  without  close  inspection.  If  a  man  is 
engaged  upon  the  farm,  in  the  store,  or  workshop,  how  closely  is  he  watched 
to  see  that  he  does  his  duty  well.  Were  a  man  to  build  a  house  would  he 
be  satisfied  to  employ  skillful  builders  and  then  let  them  do  it  without  the 
least  inspection  ?  No  ;  he  would  visit  them  often  to  see  that  every  part 
from  foundation  stone  to  ridge-pole  was  well  built.  His  confidence  in  the 
builders  would  not  satisfy  him,  but  he  would  insure  good  work  and  good 
material  by  constant  inspection.  This  close  inspection  and  supervision, 
that  is  so  necessary  in  other  business,  should  also  be  given  to  our  schools. 
Now  if  the  County  Superintendent  cannot,  and  directors  and  parents  will 
not  do  it,  who  will  ?  We  think  the  district  superintendent.  Let  there  be  a 
competent  district  superintendent  in  every  district,  whose  duty  shall  be  to 
visit  every  school  at  least  semi-monthl}-,  assisting  teachers  to  properly 
classify  and  grade  their  schools,  &c,  reporting  to  the  County  Superinten- 
dent monthly.  We  are  aware  that  the  law  now  gives  the  directors  power 
to  appoint  one  of  their  number  as  district  superintendent,  but  they  do  not 
do  it.  Let  the  law  be  so  amended  that  not  only  they  may,  but  shall,  appoint 
a  district  superintendent,  not  necessarily  a  member  of  the  board,  but  some 
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one  competent,  and  pay  him  for  hi9  services.  We  have  made  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  (2G5)  visits  to  schools  during  the  year,  two  hundred 
and  forty-eight  (248)  being  visited  once  and  seventeen  (17)  twice,  spending 
upon  an  average  one  hour  and  thirty-nine  minutes  in  each  school. 

County  Institute. — Our  County  Institute,  held  In  Wellsboro',  upon  the 
week  commencing  September  19,  was  a  success.  Two  hundred  and  sixty- 
live  (2G5)  members  were  enrolled.  Owing  to  circumstances  over  which  we 
had  no  control,  our  institute  did  not  receive  that  hearty  support  from  all 
the  citizens  of  Wellsboro'  which  we  received  at  Tioga  last  3'ear.  In  the 
first  place  the  county  fair  was  held  upon  the  same  week.  The  time  of  the 
fair  was  changed  without  our  knowledge,  placing  it  upon  the  week  of  the 
institute.  Neither  the  managers  of  the  fair  nor  ourself  knowing  that  they 
came  upon  the  same  week  until  too  late  to  change.  This  drew  the  atten- 
tion from  the  institute.  We  shall  not  soon  forget  the  valuable  instructions 
of  Profs.  H.  S.  Jones,  A.  C.  Winters  and  U.  H.  Yerrill,  Rev.  N.  L.  Rey- 
nolds, Mrs.  Anna  T.  Randall  Diehl  and  Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersharc. 

WORK  DONE  BY  OTHER  AGENCIES. 

State  Normal  School. — The  State  Normal  school  of  this  district,  a£ 
Mansfield,  under  the  efficient  management  of  Prof.  C.  H.  Yerrill,  is  still 
flourishing  and  supplying  us  with  many  excellent  teachers.  One  hundred 
and  nine  (109)  of  our  teachers,  during  the  last  year,  availed  themselves  of 
its  excellent  training.  As  an  evidence  of  its  appreciation  in  our  count}', 
y  e  may  state  that  more  than  one-half  of  its  large  graduating  class  for  this 
year  were  from  our  county. 

Academies. — Union  academy,  the  only  one  in  the  county,  was  burned  on 
the  first  da}'  of  March.  Its  loss  is  seriously  felt  in  this  part  of  the  county. 
It  was  established  in  1844,  and  since  that  time  has  been  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  sending  forth  many  excellent  teachers  every  year — in  fact,  sup- 
plying the  northern  part  of  the  county  almost  entirely  with  teachers. 
There  is  not  now  an  academy  in  the  county  and  we  must  look  to  our  Nor- 
mal and  our  graded  schools  for  our  teachers. 

Private  Schools We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  so-called  "  select  " 

schools  in  our  county  have  nearly  had  "  their  day."  As  a  rule  they  are 
taught  by  a  class  of  poorly  qualified  teachers.  Of  course,  there  are  a  few 
noble  exceptions,  but  the  majority  of  such  schools  we  can  well  do  without. 

Office  for  County  Superintendent. — The  commissioners  have  fitted  up  a 
convenient  room  in  the  court  house  for  the  use  of  the  County  Superinten- 
dent. It  contains  book  cases  for  the  display  of  school  books  and  appara- 
tus, and  we  hope  in  a  short  time  to  see  it  supplied  with  samples  of  school 
books  and  school  furniture  of  the  most  approved  patterns,  so  that  directors 
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and  teachers  can  call  and  compare  the  merits  of  the  different  publications, 
&c,  before  deciding  which  to  adopt. 

The  Press. — Our  thanks  are  tendered  to  the  editors  of  the  different 
county  papers  for  the  interest  they  have  manifested  in  behalf  of  the  cause. 

Clergy. — Some  valuable  assistance  has  been  rendered  by  the  clergy.  "We 
hope  for  much  more  from  them  in  the  future. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Bible  has  been  read  in  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  our 
schools,  daily. 

Measures  calculated  to  promote  Improvement. — For  suggestions  under 
this  head  we  would  respectfully  refer  to  those  presented  in  our  last  report. 

Conclusion. — With  sincere  thanks  to  the  School  Department  for  favors 
received,  to  the  directors  and  citizens  for  their  hearty  co-operation  with  us 
in  our  official  labors  and  for  their  kind  hospitalities  which  we  have  invaria- 
bly received,  we  close,  hoping  that  the  coming  year  may  prove  equally 
fruitful  iu  progress  with  the  year  which  has  closed. 


UNION  COUNTY— C.  V    Gundy. 

EDUCATIONAL   PROGRESS. 

The  educational  progress  during  the  past  j7ear,  compares  favorably  with 
that  of  any  preceding  year  since  my  connection  with  the  schools. 

1st.  In  the  number  and  style  of  houses  built.  Buffalo  district  has  had 
two  elegant  houses  built,  large  and  commodious,  and  furnished  with  the 
latest  style  of  school  furniture.  Hartleton  district  has  had  the  old  school 
bouses  re-placed  by  one  fine  building,  commanding  in  appearance,  contain- 
ing two  spacious  rooms,  with  a  hall  above — rooms  furnished  with  best  school 
furniture.     In  Hartley,  one  house  has  been  built ;  in  White  Deer,  one. 

2d.  In  the  interest  manifested  in  the  schools  by  the  teachers  and  parents, 
I  think  there  is  no  expression  worthy  of  greater  prominence  than  this,  that 
the  schools  will  be  what  the  people  make  them.  Just  in  proportion  as  the 
people  interest  themselves,  will  the  schools  improve.  There  is  no  branch 
of  business  that  will  take  care  of  itself,  nor  will  it  continue  long  to  produce 
good  results  unless  it  is  cared  for.  Many  of  our  people  are  beginning  to 
realize  that  they  are  the  guardians  of  the  school.  I  cannot  be  mistaken  in 
this,  that  the  schools  are  strongly  growing  in  popular  favor.  I  know  of  no 
man  in  the  county  to-day,  who  thinks  we  could  dispense  with  the  free  schools. 

Less  than  forty  years  ago,  when  the  free  school  system  was  put  in  opera- 
tion, the  project  met  with  a  great  deal  of  opposition  here,  as  it  did  else* 
where;  but  in  this  respect  a  revolution  has  been  wrought.  I  have  traveled 
over  this  county  for  the  last  six  years,  and  I  have  found  but  one  expres- 
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sion  of  sentiment  in  the  count}',  and  that  is,  "  let  all  the  people  be  edu- 
cated." The  only  cfuestion  is,  how  shall  this  best  be  done  ?  I  think  there 
has  been  a  stronger  expression  in  favor  of  home  education  among  all  classes 
in  t he  last  few  years  than  formerly.  We  have  failed  in  many  cases  to  ac- 
complish much  for  many  of  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  public  schools,  but  in 
very  many  of  those  same  cases  the  higher  institutions  have  failed  also.  It 
is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  all  who  go  to  school  will  become  educated  ; 
neither  is  it  claimed  that  the  public  schools  have  more  than  made  a  begin- 
ning in  their  great  work.  Let  us  raise  our  public  schools  to  the  dignity  of 
a  well  regulated  academy  and  seminary,  and  we  shall  have  the  matter  under 
our  own  supervision.  Our  children  can  board  at  home  and  be  under  home 
influences — it  will  be  cheaper  and  safer.  This  has  been  attempted  during 
the  past  year  in  several  districts  with  great  success,  and  but  for  an  inert 
directorship  in  other  districts,  the  same  results  would  have  been  reached. 

Mifflinburg  had  former^7  a  high  school  for  young  ladies  and  an  academy 
for  boys,  but  it  was  seen  by  the  directors  that  this  ground  might  as  well  be 
covered  by  the  free  schools,  and  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Burrows,  a 
graduate  of  the  State  Normal  school,  and  a  corps  of  competent  teachers 
with  him,  the  very  best  results  have  been  reached.  Mifflinburg  has  to-day 
better  schools  than  she  ever  had,  and  they  are  free.  Under  the  direction 
of  Prof.  Carter,  music  was  taught  as  a  daiby  exercise,  and  the  influence  ex- 
erted by  his  labors  with  children  will  long  be  remembered. 

The  schools  of  Lewisbnrg  have  added  to  the  signs  of  progress  in  the  past 
year.  The  board  has  adopted  a  regular  course  of  study,  upon  the  comple- 
tion of  which  they  award  a  diploma.  I  witnessed,  a  few  days  since,  the 
graduating  exercises  of  the  boys'  and  girls'  grammar  school,  and  I  was 
highly  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  the  work  of  the  year  closed.  There 
were,  perhaps,  over  a  thousand  persons  present,  who  all  seemed  to  feel  that 
the  destiny  of  the  schools  was  upward  and  onward.  Lewisburg  needs  a 
high  school,  the  course  of  study,  though  tolerably  extended,  as  pursued  in 
the  grammar  school,  is  still  too  short,  and  boys  and  girls  find  themselves 
through  the  course  at  that  period  of  life  when  they  could,  with  the  greatest 
prolit,  continue  their  studies. 

The  schools  in  other  parts  of  the  county  have  given  signs  of  progress 
over  previous  years,  prominent  among  these  may  be  named  the  schools  and 
work  by  directors  at  Hartleton,  at  New  Berlin,  in  White  Deer,  Kelly  and 
Buffalo.  Perhaps  no  step  has  shown  a  more  progressive  spirit  than  was 
seen  in  the  liberality  of  a  few  friends  of  good  schools  in  Limestone  district, 
who,  by  private  subscription,  increased  the  teacher's  salary  from  $28  to 
$50,  and  extended  the  school  term  from  five  to  ten  months  ;  other  points  in 
the  county,  as  the  statistical  table  will  show,  have  improved,  and  I  need  not 
mention  them  in  this  part  of  the  report. 
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Examinations. — Many  of  the  schools  closed  with  an  examination.  This 
feature  I  think  is  well  calculated  to  increase  an  interest  in  the  teacher's 
work.  The  parents  in  many  cases  came  to  witness  the  examinations,  and 
manifested  the  deepest  interest  in  them.  I  think  in  some  cases  it  might  be 
well  to  hold  these  examinations  before  the  close  of  the  school.  As  far  as 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing,  these  examinations  were  fair  and  rigid. 

I  cannot  close  this  part  of  the  report  without  saying  that  it  is  to  the 
faithful  teacher  that  we  are  most  largely  indebted  for  success. 

Normal  Schools. — Our  Normal  school  has  sent  but  few  teachers,  as  yet, 
to  our  county.  We  had  two  of  the  last  year's  graduating  class  and  I  need 
not  say  here  they  gave  entire  satisfaction.  We  would  gladly  welcome  many 
more,  for  one  of  the  greatest  needs  is  educated  teachers. 

Work  done  by  Superintendent. — The  work  done  by  the  Superintendent  did 
not  differ  materially  from  that  of  previous  years — the  entire  time  being 
spent  in  holding  examinations,  school  visitations,  and  in  institute  work. 
There  was  but  one  institute  held,  a  report  of  which  has  already  been  made. 

Means  of  Improvement. — There  are  still  those  who  object  to  the  associa- 
tions attending  many  of  our  schools.  The  public  school  system  ma}r  be 
considered  a  grand  leveling  agency.  Children  of  all  classes  and  of  all  moral 
and  social  conditions  meeting  upon  the  same  play-ground,  their  habits,  style 
and  language  will  be  the  same,  and  you  can't  prevent  it.  The  children  of  the 
less  refined  will  reap  the  advantages  of  those  more  advanced  in  moral  and 
social  life.  The  remedy  is  found  in  the  elevation  of  the  schools.  The  true 
policy  is  to  make  our  schools  perfect  schools  of  culture  and  discipline,  both 
moral  and  intellectual.  There  is  still  some  complaint  that  parents  seldom 
visit  the  schools  ;  I  think  probably  they  have'  not  alwa3"s  been  invited  to  do 
so  by  the  teacher,  for  they  have  generalby  shown  a  willingness  to  visit  where 
pains  were  taken  to  invite  and  entertain  them. 
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Progress. — During  the  last  year  the  time  honored  practice  of  teachers 
''boarding  around"  received  a  severe  blow,  having  been  abolished  in  eight 
districts,  viz:  Allegheny,  Cherry  Tree,  Cooperstown,  Cranberry,  Oakland, 
Oil  Creek,  Plum  and  Rockland.     Seven  districts  still  foster  this  system. 

A  number  of  districts  have  dispensed  with  the  summer  term  of  school, 
and  instituted  in  its  place  the  fall  term,  thus  bringing  the  terms  nearer 
together,  and,  by  employing  the  same  teacher  the  whole  year,  securing  more 
benefit  to  the  school. 

In  a  large  portion  of  the  county  the  increase  in  the  length  of  school  term 
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has  not  kept  pace  with  the  progress  in  educational  matters,  or  the  improve- 
ment in  other  interests.  Several  districts  that  had  six  months  school  ten 
years  ago,  have  made  no  increase  in  the  length  of  term,  and  in  a  few  in- 
stances have  really  reduced  it.  Two  of  these  have  permitted  their  term  to 
fall  below  five  months  on  account  of  having  built  one  ordinary  school  house, 
thus  imitating  the  man  who  because  he  had  bought  his  boy  a  new  suit  of 
clothes,  reduced  his  allowance  at  the  table. 

Has  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  shown  a  good  example  in  this  matter  ? 
Is  it  not  time  that  she  should  increase  the  length  of  her  required  minimum 
term  to  at  least  six  months  ?  The  term  in  Oil  City  was  nine  months,  being 
one  month  longer  than  that  of  any  other  district. 

The  county  commissioners  have  provided  an  office  in  the  court  house  for 
the  use  of  the  County  Superintendent,  and  thus  placed  his  office  on  an 
equality  with  the  other  county  offices. 

The  following  districts  have  built  new  houses — eleven  in  all — at  a  total 
cost  of  $12,806  :  Cornplanter,  3  ;  Cranberry,  1  ;  Irwin,  1 ;  Oil  Creek,  2  ; 
Pinegrove,  1 ;  Plum,  1 ;  President,  2. 

The  most  praiseworthy  of  these  are  the  Rouseville  house  in  Cornplanter, 
and  the  Fleming  house  in  Oil  Creek  township.  The  former  is  a  large  two- 
story,  containing  four  commodious  rooms,  well  finished,  and  furnished  with 
Chase's  bent  hickory  furniture. 

An  excellent  graded  school  was  sustained  in  this  building.  The  citizens 
of  FvOUGeville  manifested  considerable  interest  in  their  new  school,  subscrib- 
ing liberally  towards  furnishing  the  house  with  good  apparatus.  Several 
of  the  smaller  pupils  collected  a  sum  nearly  sufficient  to  fence  the  lot  and 
build  plank  walks. 

The  Fleming  house  in  Oil  Creek,  is  thirty-four  by  twenty-six,  neatly  fur- 
nished ai  d  seat-d  with  the  Lewisburg  patent  furniture.  The  house  is  lo- 
cated on  a  large  1  t,  nicely  fenced,  having  the  necessary  out-buildings.  All 
well  painted — cost  $1,G00. 

Several  houses  in  Oakland  have  been  re-seated,  the  lots  enlarged  and  pre- 
parations made  for  fencing  them.  An  iron  fence  is  being  placed  around 
the  school  building  in  Franklin.  Trees  have  been  planted  around  the  lot 
and  other  improvements  are  contemplated. 

Schools. The  number  of  schools  in  the  county  is  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-three, an  addition  of  ten,  since  last  report.  Of  these,  fifty-one  were 
graded — one  organization  embracing  twelve  grades  ;  one,  six  ;  one,  five  ; 
two,  four  each,  and  the  remaining  ones,  two  grades  each.  Graded  schools 
might  be  established  to  great  advantage  at  several  points  in  rural  districts. 
An  enterprlzing  citizen  offered  a  liberal  donation  toward  establishing 
such  a  school  at  one  of  those  points,  but  being  near  his  own  property,  a 
petty  jealousy  arose  which  was  largely  influential  in  defeating  the  project. 
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While  the  school  law  contemplates  the  organization  of  graded  schools 
wherever  feasible,  and  the  Pennsylvania  school  system  is  not  complete 
without  them,  yet  a  law  more  definite  and  positive  in  its  requirements  on 
the  subject  might  not  be  amiss. 

Many  older  pupils  are  deprived  of  a  liberal  education  for  want  of  these 
schools.  Some  are  even  driven  out  of  our  district  schools  and  denied  a 
common  education  from  one  or  both  of  the  following  causes,  viz  :  the  very 
primary  character  of  the  school  or  the  exceedingly  primary  qualifications 
of  the  teacher.  The  wealthier  class  remedy  this  evil  by  sending  their  chil- 
dren abroad  to  school ;  but  the  children  qf  the  poorer  class  must  generally 
carry  this  deprivation  through  life,  to  their  own  detriment  and  that  of  the 
State. 

Thirty-one  schools  are  seated  with  improved  patent  furniture ;  sixty  are 
well  provided  with  apparatus  ;  nine  are  wholly  without  apparatus  ;  I  made 
three  hundred  and  fourteen  visits  to  the  schools. 

Teachers.  —  The  number  of  teachers  without  experience  or  who  have 
taught  less  than  a  year,  was  ten  less  than  any  year  during  the  last  decade, 
and  the  number  who  had  taught  over  five  years  is  considerably  greater  than 
any  other  year,  except  one,  during  the  same  time.  Thirty-two  have  perma- 
nent or  professional  certificates.  The  average  age  of  teachers,  24.19,  is  .44 
of  a  3'ear  higher  than  last  year.     All  this  is  encouraging. 

Examinations. — Forty-one  public  examinations  were  held.  Of  305  can- 
didates examined  232  received  provisional  and  3  professional  certificates  ; 
70  were  rejected.  The  average  grade  of  certificates  granted  was  1.81 ;  last 
year  it  was  1.88. 

I  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  practice  of  endorsing  certificates  from 
other  counties,  even  at  the  risk  of  seeming  discourteousness  to  my  brother 
Superintendents.  The  following  statements  will  show  the  necessity  for  and 
justice  of  this  measure  : 

During  one  year  there  were  employed  in  this  county  teachers  from  six- 
teen different  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  from  eight  other  States.  The 
same  attainments  were  indicated  in  different  counties,  by  numbers  varying 
from  one  to  three.  Seven  certificates,  given  by  the  same  Superintendent, 
were  presented  to  me  for  endorsement  by  persons  whom  I,  a  short  time 
before  or  soon  after,  rejected.  These  certificates  averaged  from  H  to  2. 
One  of  these  candidates  I  had  twice  rejected.  A  teacher  of  this  county 
received  a  professional  certificate  from  a  Superintendent  who  had  never 
examined  her  nor  visited  her  school.  Three  others  received  the  same  with- 
out the  granter  having  ever  visited  their  schools.  One  of  these,  though 
repeatedly  examined  in  this  county,  had  failed  to  receive  a  better  certificate 
than  an  average  of  two. 

A  3Toung  man  who,  at  one  of  our  examinations,  entirely  failed  in  four 
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branches,  and  confessed  that  he  had  never  read  any  work  on  the  theory  Of 
teaching,  had  previously  presented  a  certificate  for  my  endorsement. 

Some  of  our  non-improving  teachers  have  made  it  a  practice  to  go  into 
certain  counties  where  the  standard  is  known  to  be  much  lower  than  in 
Venango,  and  there  having  obtained  tolerably  good  certificates,  bring  them 
into  this  county,  and  having  received  my  endorsement,  claim  equality  with 
those  vastly  their  superiors  as  scholars  and  teachers.  In  one  township, 
where  the  wages  were  graded  according  to  the  certificate,  upon  visiting  a 
school  I  found  great  cause  for  criticism,  and  an  opportunity  for  giving  the 
teacher  much  instruction.  Imagine  my  surprise,  when  about  to  leave,  at 
having  a  professional  certificate  thrust  before  me,  to  be  endorsed.  Upon 
this  certificate  the  poorest  teacher  in  that  township  was  claiming  the  high- 
est wages.  This  teacher,  the  year  previous,  had  a  certificate  of  a  very 
different  grade,  but  had  obtained  the  professional  by  a  crook  which  I  need 
not  here  state.  Endorsing  certificates  interfered  very  much  in  securing  a 
uniformity  of  standard  in  this  count}'. 

County  Institute. — The  annual  Count}'  Institute  was  held  in  Franklin, 
November  7.  One  hundred  and  seventy  teachers  were  present,  being  thirty 
more  than  at  an}'  previous  meeting.  One  hundred  and  eight  dollars  was 
voluntarily  contributed  by  the  teachers  toward  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  institute.  Much  interest  was  felt  by  teachers  and  people.  The  new 
court  room  was  filled  by  the  evening  audiences. 

The  corps  of  instructors  and  lecturers  embraced  the  following  names : 
Mrs.  A.  T.  Randall,  of  Oswego,  N.  Y.;  Prof.  B.  G.  Northrop,  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.;  Prof.  Verrill,  of  Mansfield  State  Normal  school ;  Win.  Galbraith, 
Esq.,  of  Oil  City,  and  L.  T.  Dodd,  Esq.,  of  Franklin.  Principals  Newpher, 
Beistle  and  Eberhart,  and  Superintendents  Lindsey,  Murphy  and  Wood 
were  present  and  assisted  in  the  exercises. 

Supervision. — We  need  a  more  thorough  supervision  of  our  schools. — 
First  by  the  directors,  and  secondly  by  a  competent  person  acting  as  dis- 
trict superintendent  over  one  district  or  several  districts  combined. 

No  County  Superintendent  can  give  to  a  greater  number  than  fifty  schools 
that  thorough  supervision  which  the  complete  success  of  the  schools  de- 
mands. 

Our  minor  cities  and  large  boroughs  are  awakening  to  this  fact,  cutting 
loose  from  their  respective  counties,  and  appointing  their  own  superinten- 
dents. There  are  ten  of  these  in  the  State  whose  aggregate  number  of 
schools  is  three  hundred  and  fifteen ;  average  number,  thirty-one  and  one- 
half.  Largest  number  in  any  district,  forty-seven.  Smallest  number,  four- 
teen. Average  salaries,  $1,480.  Our  rural  schools  want  just  as  complete 
supervision  as  do  our  farms,  our  railroads,  our  manufactories  or  any  other 
interest  or  enterprise. 
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Educational  Progress. — Our  educational  interests  are  steadily  progress, 
ing.     The  following  are  some  of  the  particulars  indicating  the  progress  : 

1.  Fifteen  districts  show  an  increase  in  the  number  of  scholars  enrolled, 
and  the  average  attendance  has  increased  in  nearly  every  district.  Some 
three  or  four  teachers  have  secured  one  hundred  per  centum,  and  quite  a 
large  number  have  been  able  to  report  as  high  as  ninety-six  per  centum. 
It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  note  this  increase  in  the  average  attendance. 
There  can  be  no  surer  indication  of  the  healthy  condition  of  our  public 
schools. 

2.  In  the  majority  of  districts  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  salaries 
paid  to  teachers.  As  the  salaries  increase  so  may  we  expect  the  qualifica- 
tions of  the  teachers  to  increase.  Whatever  tends  to  improve  the  teachers 
will  also  improve  the  schools. 

3.  The  amount  expended  for  building  purposes  is  much  greater  this  year 
than  it  was  last.  The  total  amount  expended  last  year  was  $12,000  ;  this 
year  it  is  something  over  $26,000.  There  has  been  about  $63,000  expended 
this  year  for  school  and  building  purposes,  nearly  $13,000  more  than  was 
expended  last  j'ear. 

4.  Six  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  exclusive  of  one  in 
Pittsfield,  which  has  been  repaired,  re-furnished  and  made  to  all  appear- 
ances a  new  house.  The  cost  of  the  repairs  on  this  house  was  something- 
over  $600.  It  is  a  two-story  building,  containing  two  large  and  well-ar- 
ranged school  rooms,  which  are  elegantly  finished  and  furnished  with  the 
best  style  of  furniture.  It  is  surmounted  with  a  tower,  in  which  hangs  a 
bell  that  can  be  heard  anywhere  within  the  limits  of  the  town. 

5.  The  new  Union  school  house,  in  Warren,  is  nearly  completed.  It  is 
a  brick  building,  50  by  70  feet,  and  three  stories  in  height.  It  contains 
seven  school  and  recitation  rooms,  besides  a  hall  in  the  third-story,  which 
is  50  by  70  feet,  including  the  rostrum.  The  academic  department  is  on 
the  second  floor  and  consists  of  one  large  school  room,  recitation  room, 
laboratory  and  library  room.  The  first  floor  is  divided  into  school  and  re- 
citation rooms.  All  the  rooms  are  large  and  commodious — are  well  venti- 
lated and  are  furnished  with  the  very  best  furniture  that  could  be  procured. 
The  building  is  heated  by  means  of  furnaces  placed  in  the  basement.  No 
pains  or  expense  have  been  spared  by  the  board  to  make  it  in  every  re?peet 
a  first-class  building.  In  architectural  beauty  it  compares  A-ery  favorably 
with  the  fine  churches  and  residences  of  which  Warren  may  justly  feel 
proud.  The  building  is  connected  with  the  old  one,  which  has  been  re* 
painted  and  furnished  anew  in  part  of  the  rooms.  The  whole  building  will 
contain  fourteen  school  and  recitation  rooms,  exclusive  of  the  clothes  rooms 
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and  hall.  It  will  furnish  accommodations  for  all  scholars  in  the  borough 
and  a  large  number  from  abroad.  The  board  is  determined  that  nothing 
shall  be  left  undone  necessary  to  make  it  a  school  that  cannot  be  surpassed 
in  western  Pennsylvania.  Prof.  Hooker,  their  present  principal,  is  a  live 
teacher  and  knows  how  to  organize  and  manage  a  school.  The  other  build- 
ings are  all  neat  and  comfortable  and  are  generally  well  located.  The 
grounds  around  some  of  them  are  not  improved  as  they  should  be,  but 
the}'  are  dry  and  with  a  little  labor  can  be  made  very  pleasant. 

0.  Youngsville  is  building  a  new  house,  at  a  cost  of  about  $10,000.  This 
Mill  be  described  in  our  next  report.  A  very  fine  organ  has  been  placed 
in  the  Union  school  at  Sugar  Grove. 

7.  The  directors  of  Pittsfield  district  have  adopted  the  %t  one  term  sys- 
tem." Instead  of  dividing  their  schools  into  two  terme  of  summer  and 
winter,  they  will  have  one  term,  commencing  about  the  10th  of  September 
and  continuing  six  months,  with  a  short  vacation  during  the  holidays,  thus 
avoiding  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August.  The  Freehold  directors  had 
their  summer  terms  commence  the  first  of  April  and  continue  three  months, 
during  April,  May  and  June,  thus  accomplishing  the  same  object. 

WORK    BY    THE    SUPERINTENDENT. 

1.  I  have  tried  hard  every  year  to  do  away  with  private  examinations, 
but  have  not  been  entirely  successful.  A  very  few  only  were  granted  last 
3'ear,  at  the  urgent  request  of  directors. 

2.  I  have  held,  during  the  year,  twenty-nine  public  examinations,  two 
more  than  last  year.  I  believe  teachers  have  passed  better  examinations 
this  year  than  ever  before.  The  standard  of  qualifications  was  raised  ten 
per  centum,  and  yet  the  average  grade  of  certificates  is  about  the  same  as 
last  year.  Most  of  our  teachers  are  doing  all  they  can,  on  the  low  salaries 
the}r  get,  to  qualify  themselves  for  their  work.  I  would  say  to  them  be 
encouraged  by  the  noble  example  of  Mary  Lyon,  Mrs.  Willard,  David  R. 
Page,  and  others  who  spent  their  lives  in  this  good  cause. 

3.  I  have  made,  during  the  year,  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  visits, 
twenty  more  than  last  year  ;  have  traveled  two  thousand  five  hundred  and 
forty-four  miles;  written  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  official  letters;  spent 
two  hundred  and  twenty-four  days  in  official  duties;  have  held  five  insti- 
tutes in  ray  own  county  ;  attended  three  institutes  in  adjoining  counties, 
and  the  Teachers'  National  Association  at  Cleveland;  have  also  attended 
some  half  dozen  educational  meetings  in  our  own  county. 

4.  The  County  Institute  met  at  Tidioute,  October  25,  and  continued 
in  session  five  days.  The  instructors  were  Hon.  B.  G.  Northrop,  of  New 
Haven,  and  Miss  Emma  Garfield,  of  Sugar  Grove.  They  were  ably  as- 
sisted by  Profs.  Hooker,  Thompson  and  Sutherland,  of  this  county.     Prof. 
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Cooper,  of  Edinboro',  was  with  us  one  da}',  and  gave  us  some  valuable  in- 
struction  on  school  government.  Lectures  were  delivered  by  Prof.  North- 
rop, H.  K.  Bartholomew,  M.  D.,  of  Warren,  and  James  Catlin,  M.  D.,  of 
Sugar  Grove.  A  full  history  of  the  institute,  its  numbers,  growth  and  in- 
fluence, having  been  given  in  our  la9t  report,  suffice  it  to  say  here,  that  it 
lost  nothing  this  year  in  any  of  these  particulars. 

5.  A  series  of  branch  institutes  were  held  during  the  winter,  which  were 
attended  by  nearly  one  hundred  teachers  and  five  hundred  citizens.  The 
good  done  the  schools  ef  the  county  by  these  institutes  can  hardly  be  esti- 
mated. Nothing  has  ever  been  tried  in  Warren  county  that  accomplished 
so  much  good  in  a  given  amount  of  time.  Teachers  went  back  to  then- 
schools  with  renewed  energy,  determined  to  teach  better  than  they  had  done. 
I  made  it  a  point  to  vifeit  the  schools  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place  where  the 
institute  was  to  be  held  the  week  previous,  and  thus  learn  the  condition  of 
each  school,  and  what  was  lacking,  if  any  thing,  to  make  it  a  good  school. 

Suggestions. — 1.  Under  this  head  I  would  call  the  attention  of  directors  to 
section  CLIX  of  the  school  laws,  which  provides  for  the  establishment  of 
school  libraries,  and  would  recommend  that  boards  of  directors  proceed  at 
Once  to  establish  libraries  under  this  law  for  their  respective  districts.  A 
library  room  should  be  fitted  up  in  the  most  central  school  house  in  each 
district,  and  measures  adopted  that  will  give  the  district,  in  the  course  of 
time,  a  good  library.  Copies  of  Bates'  History  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
have  been  given  to  nearly  every  district  in  the  county  by  Hon.  C.  W.  Stone, 
our  member  of  the  Legislature.  This  will  form  a  nucleus  around  which 
may  be  collected  a  good  library.  This  library  room  should  be  in  the  school 
house  where  the  board  holds  its  meetings,  and  in  it  should  be  kept  the  re- 
cords, books  of  reference,  School  Journal  for  use  of  the  board,  specimen 
copies  of  school  books,  maps,  charts,  &c.  We  merely  suggest  this  idea 
here,  and  without  taking  the  space  to  elaborate  it  further,  hope  that  the 
board  will  move  in  the  matter  at  once. 

2.  We  suggest  to  boards  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  "one  term  sys- 
tem," or  some  other  change  that  will  avoid  the  hot  months  of  July  and 
August.  I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  the  board  to  so  arrange  the  term  as 
to 'give  the  greatest  number  of  children  the  benefit  of  the  school.  It  is 
evident  that  this  is  not  done  when  the  summer  term  is  held  during  the  hot 
months  just  referred  to.  Facts  and  figures  would  prove  this  had  we  space 
to  give  them.  It  is  well  known  that  during  haying  and  harvesting  the 
older  boys  are  needed  in  the  field  and  the  girls  in  the  house.  These  boys 
and  girls  thus  lose  the  benefit  of  at  least  two  months  school  that  they  might 
have  if  the  school  was  kept  open  some  other  time  in  the  year.  And  even 
if  the  scholars  could  all  attend,  they  would  not  accomplish  as  much  in  their 
studies  as  they  would  during  the  cool  months.     High  schools  and  colleges 
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take  their  vacations  during  the  hot  months,  and  so  should  the  common 
schools.  It  becomes,  then,  the  duty  of  the  board  to  arrange  the  terras  so 
as  to  give  the  greatest  number  jiossible  the  advantages  of  the  school,  and 
at  a  time  when  it  will  do  them  the  most  good.  Whether  this  is  done  by 
adopting  the  ''one  term  system,"  or  by  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Freehold 
board  or  some  other,  I  care  not. 

Cornplanter  Indians. — This  school  was  kept  open  eight  months  last  year. 
It  was  taught  by  Miss  Elsie  Crocker,  the  teacher  for  the  preceding  year. 
The  expenses  for  the  year  were  as  follows  : 
Paid  Miss  Crocker  for  three  months'  teaching,  at  $21  per  month,     $72  00 

raid  for  books 2  35 

Paid  balance  due  Miss  Crocker  on  last  year's  teaching. 22  66 


97  01 
Amount  of  State  draft 100  00 


Unexpended  balance 2  99 
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Houses  and  Grounds — Nine  new  school  houses  were  built  during  last 
year;  two  were  brick  and  seven  frame  buildings.  One  in  Allen,  one  in 
Robinson,  one  in  Canton,  two  in  Amwell,  one  in  West  Bethlehem,  one  in 
East  Bethlehem,  one  in  Independence  and  one  in  West  Brownsville.  All 
these  are  neat,  comfortable  and  substantial  houses,  furnished  with  suitable 
furniture  and  sufficient  black-board  surface,  and  have  ample  provision  for 
ventilation  and  heating. 

The  one  in  Independence  is  a  "  model  house,"  and  has  already  been  used 
as  such.  Great  praise  is  due  to  the  directors  who  planned  and  erected  it.  It 
is  furnished  with  the  gothic  desk,  manufactured  by  J.  A.  Bancroft  &  Co.  The 
new  building  in  West  Brownsville,  is  a  substantial  three-story  brick  building, 
with  four  school  rooms  and  a  large  hall,  and  including  the  lot,  cost  about 
$0,000.  The  seats  are  of  modern  style  and  the  black-board  is  the  best  in 
the  county.  This  borough  has  made  good  provision  for  the  education  of 
her  children,  and  they  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  their  school  directors  who 
have  so  faithfully  discharged  their  duty. 

Char  tiers,  and  a  few  other  districts,  made  extensive  repairs  to  their  school 
houses,  substituting  good,  patent  furniture  for  that  of  olden  times.  Nearby 
all  hew  houses  which  are  now  being  built,  are  supplied  with  the  most  ap- 
proved furniture  in  the  east  and  west.  A  few  years  more,  and  the  old  box 
desk  will  not  be  found  in  our  county.     Liberal  boards  are  devising  liberal 
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things,  but  as  yet  the  Department  need  not  caution  us  against  extrava- 
gance, as  there  are  houses  wholly  unfit  for  use  ;  but  intelligent  directors 
and  a  liberal  comuaunit}-,  we  fondly  hope,  will  soon  re-place  them  with  new 
ones.  Washington  county  is  not,  and  will  not  be  behind  her  sister  coun- 
ties in  making  liberal  provision  for  the  education  of  her  youth.  About 
fifty  houses  are  now  enclosed  by  substantial  fences,  and  a  few  of  these  have 
grounds  ornamented  with  flowers  and  shrubbery.  If  directors  and  pat- 
rons could  be  induced  to  fence  the  school  house,  teachers  and  pupils  would 
cheerfully  aid  to  make  these  houses  and  their  surroundings  what  they 
should  be — the  most  beautiful  spots  in  all  the  county. 

Union  Schools. — Of  the  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  schools  in  the  county, 
fifty  are  graded.  These  compose  the  "  Union  schools,"  and  afford  superior 
advantages  to  those  who  attend  them.  During  the  past  }rear,  all  but  one 
or  two  were  in  a  flourishing  condition.  From  what  I  have  seen  in  these 
and  other  Union  schools,  I  am  fully  convinced  that  if  greater  care  was  taken 
in  the  selection  of  teachers  for  the  primary  departments,  the  future  pro- 
gress of  pupils  would  be  much  more  rapid,  and  the  labor  of  the  teachers  in 
the  intermediate  and  grammar  schools  made  lighter  and  more  pleasant. 

Teachers. — During  the  present  year  not  less  than  two  hundred  have  at- 
tended the  Normal  schools  and  other  literary  institutions  of  this  and  adja- 
cent counties.  These  exhibit  a  thoroughness  of  mental  culture,  and  an 
improvement  in  methods  of  instruction  which  reflect  much  credit  on  those 
who  received  and  those  who  gave  instruction.  Since  my  last  report  con- 
siderable improvement  was  made  by  most  teachers  in  geography  and  gram- 
mar. Our  Normal  schools  are  doing  much  towards  improving  the  orthog- 
raphy and  penmanship  of  our  young  teachers,  but  still  there  is  great  need 
for  further  improvement  in  these  two  important  branches. 

Some  of  our  leading,  active  teachers  have  left  for  new  fields  of  labor  in 
adjoining  counties,  some  to  other  States  in  the  far  west^and  not  a  few  left 
the  profession  for  the  state  matrimonial. 

WORK   DONE    BY   THE    SUPERINTENDENT. 

School  Visitations. — I  am  not  of  the  number  of  those  who  believe  a  Super- 
intendent's visits  are  useless,  and  that  his  time  should  be  almost  exclusively 
occupied  holding  district  institutes,  to  the  neglect  of  the  more  laborious  and 
useful  duty  of  school  visitation.  The  latter  is  wisely  enjoined  by  legal 
enactment,  and  when  faithfully  discharged  can  not  fail  to  give  the  Super- 
intendent a  vast  amount  of  useful  information,  which  can  not  be  acquired 
in  any  other  way. 

In  discharging  this  part  of  my  official  duty  I  made  two  hundred  and 
fourteen  visits.  The  average  length  of  these  visits  was  two  hours  and 
twenty  minutes,  during  which  time  I  took  notes  of  the  order,  condition  of 


198  WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

the  school  room,  apparatus,  behavior  of  pupils,  methods  of  instruction, 
classification,  total  average  and  percentage  of  attendance.  Before  leaving 
I  brieflj-  addressed  teacher  and  pupils.  To  the  former  I  made  such  sugges- 
tion as  I  deemed  best  calculated  to  promote  good  order  and  secure  the 
mental  and  moral  discipline  of  the  pupils.  The  latter  were  reminded  of 
the  importance  of  an  education,  the  value  of  time,  their  duty  to  their 
teacher,  their  parents,  their  country  and  their  God  ;  and  words  of  approval 
and  encouragement  were  given  to  all  who  gave  evidence  of  true  merit. 

With  a  single  exception  I  was  kindly  received  by  teacher  and  pupils,  and 
in  many  instances  I  afterward  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  my 
visits  had  not  been  without  good  results.  During  these  visits  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  sixty  directors  in  the  school  room.  To  these  I  pointed 
out  such  improvements  as  were  needed — more  and  better  black-board  sur- 
face, and  how  to  secure  it;  importance  of  better  ventilation,  necessity  of 
good  apparatus,  and  such  other  improvements  as  were  essential  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  school. 

Examinations Of  these,  I  held  thirty-two  ;  whole  number  of  applicants, 

465;  males,  179;  female,  286;  number  rejected,  59;  males,  20;  females, 
39.  The  examinations  in  practical  arithmetic,  orthograplry,  history  and 
theory  of  teaching  were  written.  In  all  the  other  branches  the  oral 
method  was  adopted.  The  examinations  were  largely  attended  by  direc- 
tors and  the  friends  of  education.  On  one  occasion  as  many  as  two  hun- 
dred were  present. 

Nine  local  institutes  and  educational  meetings  were  held  in  the  different 
parts  of  the  count}'.  These  were  generally  attended  by  a  large  number  of 
teachers,  patrons  and  school  children,  and  were  the  means  of  awakening  a 
livelier  interest  in  behalf  of  common  education  in  the  communities  in  which 
they  were  held. 

Other  Work. — I  spent  288  days  in  the  performance  of  my  official  duty, 
traveled  2.210  miles,  wrote  694  official  letters,  issued  650  circulars,  and 
performed  a  vast  amount  of  other  work,  which  time  and  space  will  not  al- 
low me  to  enumerate.  These  results  are  embraced  in  a  few  lines  and  make 
little  show  on  paper,  but  they  required  an  amount  of  labor  by  day  and  night 
not  performed  by  any  other  officer  in  the  county. 

County  Institute. — This  was  held  at  Washington,  during  the  holidays. 
It  was  a  complete  success.  None  better  was  ever  held  in  the  county.  All 
our  active,  energetic  and  progressive  teachers  were  present,  and  many  of 
these  took  an  active  part  in  its  proceedings,  greatly  adding  to  its  interest 
and  efficiency. 

A  new  feature  at  this  institute  was  the  Teachers'  Literary  Entertain- 
ment, which  took  place  in  the  town  hall,  on  Wednesday  evening.  If  pro- 
perly managed  this  can  be  made  a  means  of  developing  teachers'  talent, 
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elevating  the  profession  and  adding  special  interest  to  the  exercises  of  the 
institute.  The  number  of  instructors  from  abroad  was  reduced  to  two. 
These  were  Hon.  E.  E.  White,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Prof.  Thomas  W. 
Harve}',  of  the  same  State.  The  former  gave  instruction  in  primary  read- 
ing and  school  government  and  the  latter  in  geography  and  grammar. 
These  men  rank  among  the  foremost  in  their  profession,  and  their  instruc- 
tions could  not  fail  to  greatly  benefit  those  teachers  who  engaged  them. 
Indeed,  we  saiv  a  radical  change  in  the  method  of  teaching  primary  read- 
ing in  one  of  our  Union  schools.  Lectures  were  delivered  by  Rev.  G.  P. 
Hays,  president  of  Washington  College,  and  Prof.  W.  K.  Pendleton,  presi- 
dent of  Bethany  College,  West  Virginia;  Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  State 
Superintendent ;  Prof.  W.  Harvey  and  Hon.  E.  E.  White.  These  lectures 
reflected  great  credit  on  the  distinguished  gentlemen  who  delivered  them, 
and  were  listened  to  by  large  and  appreciative  audiences.  A  full  report  of 
this  institute  has  been  published  in  pamphlet  form,  to  which  the  people  of 
Washington  county  are  referred  for  a  complete  report  of  instructions  and 
lectures. 

EDUCATIONAL   WORK   DONE    OTHER   AGENCIES. 

The  State  Normal  school,  at  California;  Linnean  academy,  at  Canons- 
burg  ;  Washington  College,  Washington  seminary,  Claysville  institute, 
Millsboro'  Normal  school,  Pleasant  Hill  seminary  and  West  Alexander 
academy  are  all  doing  a  good  and  great  work  for  the  numerous  students 
who  attend  them. 

Measures  calculated  to  promote  Improvement Under  this  head  I  have 

few  suggestions  to  offer  to  the  Department.  Not  much  legislation  is  neede  1 — 
certainly  none  that  will  work  a  radical  change,  such  as  compulsory  atten- 
dance or  the  abolition  of  corporal  punishment.  The  following,  if  adopted, 
would  add  much  to  the  success  and  efficiency  of  the  sj'stem :  Give  us  more 
good  professional  teachers  by  giving  them  direct  State  aid^  and  give  those 
teachers  more  steady  employment  by  increasing  ttyB  school  terms.  Reduce 
the  number  of  directors  to  three  and  pay  them  for  their  services.  All 
other  borough  and  township  officers  are  paid  for  their  services  and  I  see 
no  good  reason  why  these  should  not  be  paid  for  theirs.  More  and  better 
supervision  by  deputy  county  superintendents  —  one  for  every  forty  or 
fifty  schools.  Then  a  hearty,  united  effort  on  the  part  of  pupils,  patrons, 
teachers  and  school  officers  will  greatly  reduce  tardiness,  truancy,  absen- 
teeism and  consequently  ignorance  and  pauperism. 

Concluding  Remarks. — To  the  many  teachers  and  directors,  and  other 
generous  friends  whose  hospitality  I  have  shared  in  every  part  of  the 
county,  I  return  my  sincere  thanks.  In  return  I  promise  to  devote  my 
time,  talent  and  energies  to  the  work  in  which  I  am  engaged. 
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Having  no  particular  form  this  year  to  follow  I  shall  endeavor  to  occupy 
the  space  allotted  to  my  second,  the  seventeenth  annual  report  of  Wayne 
count}*,  under  the  act  of  1854,  in  undeceiving  the  few  that  are  crying  down 
our  free  schools,  in  censuring  the  indolent  and  commending  those  who  aim 
to  support  the  system  by  adhering  to  the  law. 

These  few,  the  penny  wise  and  pound  foolish,  who  speak  disparagingly 
of  our  school  S3Tstem,  because  of  an  interest  which  seems  to  them  pecuniary, 
are  like  the  impediments  to  the  onward  march  of  mighty  rivers,  they  only 
give  us  strength. 

They  are  generally  persons  whose  children  had  received  the  advantages 
of  free  schools  before  they  had  much  property  to  be  assessed. 

Now,  they  having  no  children  to  be  educated,  and  being  forgetful  of  the 
moral  and  intellectual  benefit  their  children  have  received  from  the  school 
system,  and  the  financial  gain  it  has  been  to  them  by  enhancing  the  value  of 
their  property,  also  their  many  obligations  to  society,  complain  of  school 
tax,  and  cry,  away  with  your  common  schools,  and  let  every  one  educate 
his  own  children. 

Why  not  also  complain  of  poor  tax,  because  yon  have  no  relatives  in 
the  poor  house,  or  of  paying  a  criminal  tax,  because  you  have  no  relatives 
in  the  State  prison  ?  Our  government,  whose  perpetuity  depends  upon  the 
intelligence  of  her  citizens,  cannot  safely  leave  the  education  of  her  children 
to  individuals  and  private  schools  •  an  interest  so  universal  must  be  carried 
on  for  the  masses  and  by  the  masses.  This  fact  is  corroborated  by  all  his- 
tor}7.  To  do  this  she  must  have  a  public  school  system  rooted  and  grounded 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

While  our  school  system  in  its  plan  and  anticipations  is  fully  equal  to 
the  demands  upon  it,  yet  its  efficiency  is  crippled  by  the  inadequate  means 
for  its  application. 

To  develop  its  greatest  efficiency  and  attain  its  most  satisfactory  results 
require  long  school  terms,  with  teachers  of  intelligence, experience  and  adapt- 
ability. In  many  localities  the  rate  of  taxation  is  the  highest  allowed  by 
law  and  justice,  }*et  the  valuation  is  not  sufficient  to  raise  the  funds  needed 
to  secure  these  terms  and  teachers.  In  wealthier  localities,  with  a  basis  of 
valuation  the  same  and  a  rate  of  taxation  far  less,  they  readily  secure  the 
necessary  funds.  Thus  one  locality,  because  of  its  poverty,  suffers  for  want 
of  long  terms  and  good  teachers,  while  others,  favored  with  wealth,  are 
blessed  with  them,  and  the  system  seems  to  be  partial  and  unequal  in  its 
application. 

How  shall  this  he  remedied  ?  We  recommend  that  the  schools  through- 
out the  State  be  kept  open  ten  months  during  the  year;  that  the  expenses 
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-<yf  four  months  be  defrayed  by  local  taxation,  and  of  the  remaining  six 
months  by  State  appropriation. 

Though  in  some  localities  this  would  fail  to  lessen  the  burden  of  the  tax- 
payers it  would,  nevertheless,  secure  equal  and  sufficient  educational  privi- 
leges to  all  the  schools  in  the  State. 

Normal  Schools. — While  the  school  law  requires  the  Superintendent  to  give 
certificates  to  only  such  as  are  qualified  to  teach,  it  provides  no  adequate 
means  for  qualifying  them.  The  State  Normal  schools  are  the  only  insti- 
tutions that  are  receiving  aid  direct  from  the  State  for  training  teachers. 
Some  engage  in  teaching  that  have  received  their  education  in  academies,  but 
in  pursuit  of  the  higher  studies,  they  have  neglected  the  primary  branches 
and  consequently  are  unqualified  to  instruct  our  primary  scholars. 

Out  of  the  total  number  of  teachers  (11,142)  employed  in  the  State  last 
year,  only  nine  per  centum  had  attended  State  Normal  schools,  and  of 
these,  not  one  from  Wayne  county.  Our  teachers  do  not,  nor  will  they 
patronize  these  schools  until  teaching  furnishes  steady  employment. 

Hence,  it  is  apparent  that  the  interests  of  our  schools  demand  a  system 
of  count}'  Normal  schools,  whose  course  of  instruction  should  embrace  few 
other  branches  than  those  named  on  the  provisional  certificates.  To  have 
our  school  system  accomplish  the  greatest  amount  of  good,  we  must  put 
properly  trained  teachers  in  charge  of  our  primary  schools.  It  is  down 
here  in  these  district  schools  where  the  seed  of  a  higher  education  must  be 
sown.  It  is  down  here  the  masses  have  to  receive  instruction  that  will 
lift  them  from  sensuality  to  rationality,  make  them  intelligent  citizens,  suita- 
ble to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage.  Therefore,  I  suggest  that  the  school 
law  be  so  amended  as  to  authorize  the  State  Department  to  locate  Normal 
schools  in  every  county  where  needed,  with  a  specified  course  of  study 
equal  to  the  demands  of  the  counties  where  located,  and  that  the  County 
Superintendent's  relation  to  said  schools  be  defined  by  law. 

Office. — Notwithstanding  our  commissioners  have  had  rooms  in  the  pub- 
lic buildings  to  rent,  they  have  given  but  little  or  no  attention  to  the  request 
of  the  Superintendent  for  an  office  at  the  county  seat.  Why  are  they  so 
dilatory  in  recognizing  the  School  Department,  by  not  furnishing  an  office 
for  one  of  its  chief  count}'  officers?  Though  the  duties  of  his  office  are  less 
rewarded,  are  they  not  as  arduous,  important  and  worthy  as  those  of  any 
other  county  office  ?  We  trust  our  commissioners  will  arouse  from  their 
slumber,  look  around  them,  emulate  the  example  which  fifty  counties  have 
already  set,  and  at  once  furnish  rooms  for  the  Superintendent's  office,  and 
thus  comply  with  the  act  of  Assembly. 

New  District. — An  independent  school  district,  with  an  enterprising  and 
efficient  board,  in  Texas  township,  has  been  formed  under  the  title  of  Seely- 
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ville,  independent — thus  making  the  number  of  school  districts  twenty- 
seven. 

Private  Schools. — It  is  a  custom  in  some  localities  to  open  a  private  school 
at  the  close  of  the  public  schools.  In  other  places  they  are  sustained  be- 
cause of  a  dissatisfaction  with  the  public  schools.  Three  German  schools 
are  sustained  within  the  county  seat.  There  have  also  been  in  session  the 
past  year,  throughout  the  count}',  five  schools,  under  the  title  of  acadamies, 
high  schools  and  Normal  schools,  all  of  which  have  been  doing  good  work. 

Directors. — The  number  of  directors  in  the  county  is  159.  Each  board 
is  composed  of  six  members,  except  that  of  Mt.  Republic,  which  has  only 
three.  Among  our  directors  are  some  of  the  most  intelligent  men  of  the 
count}7,  who,  together  with  their  self-sacrificing,  efficient  co-laborers,  deserve 
the  commendation  of  their  constituents. 

Those  who  have  disregarded  the  law  by  employing  teachers  without  cer- 
tificates, and  thus  forfeiting  the  State  appropriation,  we  trust,  in  the  future, 
will  be  more  attentive  to  their  duties  and  obligations  as  guardians  of  a 
sacred  trust.  We  think  so  important  an  interest  as  that  of  education  calls 
loudly  upon  all  communities  to  select  their  best,  most  intelligent  and  enter- 
prising men  for  school  officers. 

Houses. — Whole  number,  203  ;  frame,  198  ;  brick,  1 ;  stone,  4.  Six  new 
houses  have  been  erected  during  the  3Tear:  one  in  Oregon  ;  one  in  Clinton  ; 
one  in  Buckingham;  one  in  Sterling;  one  in  South  Canaan,  and  one  in 
Preston.  Not  twenty  per  centum  of  our  school  houses  are  furnished  with 
suitable  black-board  surface,  and  a  large  percentage  with  none  at  all.  Again, 
I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  directors  to  the  fact  that  we  have  in  some 
localities  too  many  school  houses.  In  some  places  they  are  not  more  than 
a  mile  or  mile  and  a  half  apart,  with  an  average  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  scholars 
only.  These  children  could  in  almost  every  case  attend  other  schools  b}T 
walking  less  than  a  mile.  It  might  be  necessary,  in  some  instance,  to  make 
arrangements  with  the  adjacent  town  which  would  be  more  economical  and 
better  than  supporting  a  school  for  so  few  scholars. 

Work  done  by  Su])erintendent. — Thirty-two  public  examinations  were 
held  during  the  past  year.  Twentj'-four  professional  and  two  hundred  and 
twenty-niue  provisional  certificates  issued  ;  forty-six  withheld.  I  attended 
the  Teachers'  State  Convention  ;  made  two  hundred  visits  ;  traveled  about 
two  thousand  miles;  copied  and  forwarded  secretaries'  annual  reports; 
wrote  one  hundred  and  sixty  letters  ;  taught  two  terms  of  eleven  weeks 
each  in  the  Wayne  County  Normal  school ;  attended  the  Pike  County  In- 
stitute, besides  making  all  the  necessary  arrangements  for  and  holding  the 
fifth  session  of  the  County  Institute,  under  the  act  of  18GT,  which  was  held 
at  the  county  seat,  Honesdale,  November  21-5,  inclusive.  For  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  institutes  in  Wayne  county  a  day  was  set  apart  for 
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directors.  The  following  boards  were  represented  :  Bethany,  Clinton,  Dy- 
berry,  Honesdale,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Mt.  Republic,  Prompton,  Sterling  and 
Cherry  Ridge.  Dyberry,  Honesdale  and  Seelyville.  Ind.,  allowed  their 
teachers  time  to  attend  the  institute.  The  attendance,  both  by  teachers 
and  citizens,  was  large.  Essays  were  read  and  much  valuable  assistance 
rendered  by  our  own  teachers.  We  were  fortunate  in  securing  the  services 
of  Prof.  J.  V.  Montgomery,  S.  W.  Clark,  A.  M.,  Henry  Houck,  Deputy 
State  Superintendent,  and  Miss  T.  Flora  Parsons,  of  Owego  Training  school, 
and  that  able  lecturer,  Prof.  C.  Townseud,  whose  lectures  are  still  ringing 
in  the  ears  of  those  who  heard  them.  Of  its  success  let  those  speak  who 
attended  it. 

Conclusion. — Allow  me  to  s&y,  although  the  aggregate  of  my  work  does 
not  equal  that  found  in  former  reports,  I  have  not  been  idle.  I  have  devo- 
ted my  whole  time  to  the  educational  interests  of  the  county,  and  have  done 
what  I  could  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools  and  teachers,  by  visiting 
schools,  holding  Normal  schools,  County  Institutes  and  examinations.  To 
those  who  would  have  a  Superintendent  do  more,  I  would  say  I  am  unable. 
Directors  might  do  something  towards  increasing  the  efficiency  of  their 
schools  by  gilding  the  salaries,  by  having  one  long  term  taught  by  one 
teacher,  instead  of  two  short  ones  taught  by  different  teachers,  and  by 
consolidating  the  schools  whenever  practicable.  Aside  from  these,  the 
obstacles  spoken  of  by  the  different  County  Superintendents,  and  common 
to  Wayne,  will  be  removed  but  slowl}r,  if  ever,  unless  some  means  other 
than  local  taxation  be  provided  for  keeping  our  schools  open.  "  Let  us, 
then,  realize  the  nature  of  our  duties  and  social  relations  as  members  of 
the  same  Common svealth — as  brethren.  Upon  the  subject  of  education  es- 
pecially, we  should  not  suffer  ourselves  to  be  influenced  by  selfishness  or 
governed  by  any  local  consideration.  May  we  feel  that  we  have  a  common 
interest  in  every  subject  affecting  our  character  and  our  welfare  a3  Penn- 
sylvanians." 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY H.  M.  Jones. 

EDUCATIONAL    PROGRESS. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  state  in  the  beginning'of  this,  mjr  second  an- 
nual report,  that  a  spirit  of  progress  is  manifest.  Sixteen  new  houses  have 
been  erected  during  the  year  :  Burrell,  1  ;  Cook,  2  ;  Derry,  2  ;  FairOeld,  1 ; 
Harmony,  1  ;  Hempfield,  1  ;  Huntingdon,  (South,)  1  ;  Ligoliier,  3 ;  Mount 
Pleasant,  1 ;  Unity,  1 ;  Washington,  1,  and  Youghiogheny,  1.  These 
are  all  good,  comfortable  houses,  well  ventilated  and  well  supplied  with 
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suitable  furniture  and  black-board  surface.  Some  of  them  have  globes  and 
out-line  maps.  Directors  cannot  be  too  careful  in  the  location  of  school 
houses,  and  we  are  glad  to  say  that  in  all  of  these  districts  they  have  been 
very  careful  in  selecting  sites,  in  almost  every  instance  choosing  the  best, 
even  if  the  cost  was  a  little  more.  Great  care  should  be  taken  in  furnish- 
ing the  rooms  and  improving  the  grounds  around  every  school  house,  so  as 
to  make  everything  in  and  around  the  house  pleasant  and  attractive. 

Let  the  same  care  that  has  been  taken  within  the  last  year,  in  this  par- 
ticular, be  continued  ;  let  teachers  be  earnest  and  faithful  in  the  great  and 
glorious  work  in  which  they  are  engaged,  and  we  will  not  be  so  likely  to 
need  a  compulsory  law.  Just  as  soon  as  our  school  rooms  are  made  at- 
tractive, and  our  teachers  are  able  to  get  up  the  proper  interest  in  the  ex- 
ercises of  the  school  room,  just  so  soon  will  truancy  and  irregularity  of 
attendance  fade  away  as  the  morniug  dew,  and  the  future  historian  will 
speak  of  them  as  things  that  were. 

Schools. — We  have  three  hundred  and  twentj'-one  (321)  schools  in  the 
county,  an  increase  of  six  during  the  year.  Thirt3T-eight  of  these  are 
graded.  We  should  have  more.  They  should  be  established  wherever  it 
is  at  all  practicable.  The  classification  in  most  of  our  ungraded  schools 
is  good.  Yet  in  a  few  it  is  not  good.  Although  a  uniform  series  of  text- 
books have  been  adopted  in  every  district  in  the  county,  in  a  few  cases  the 
directors  have  failed  to  enforce  their  use,  thus  making  classification  difficult. 

Teachers. — Of  the  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  teachers  employed,  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  (213)  are  males  and  one  hundred  and  eight  (108)  are 
females  ;  fourteen  (14)  hold  permanent  and  twentj'-nine  (29)  professional 
certificates.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-four  (254)  have  read  works  on  teach- 
ing, one  hundred  and  twelve  (112)  have  taught  more  than  five  3'ears,  one 
hundred  (100)  less  than  one  year  and  sixty-eight  (68)  had  no  experience. 
Most  of  our  teachers  did  a  good  work  and  gave  good  satisfaction.  We 
have  quite  a  number  of  live,  energetic  teachers — men  and  women  who  have 
been  engaged  in  the  good  work  for  man}'  y ears,  and  we  rejoice  to  know 
that  such  are  highly  esteemed  for  their  earnestness  and  zeal  in  trying  to 
prepare  those  committed  to  their  care  for  the  active  duties  of  life.  We 
hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  good  teachers  will  receive  a  salary 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  remain  in  the  profession.  We  are  soriy  to  say 
that  we  had  eight  total  failures — five  males  and  three  females.  These  fail- 
ures were  all  in  government.  Executive  ability  on  the  part  of  the  teacher 
is  indispensable.  Those  who  do  not  understand  human  nature  are  not  likely 
to  govern  well — must  fail  in  the  school  room.  If  the  teacher  understands  the 
disposition  of  his  pupils,  if  he  is  earnest,  diligent  and  apt  to  teach,  he  is 
not  likely  to  have  much  trouble. 
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WORK   DONE    BY    THE    SUPERINTENDENT. 

i 

Twent3T-five  public  and  three  special  examinations  were  held  ;  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  (422)  applicants  examined  ;  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  (324)  provisional  and  eighteen  (18)  professional  certificates  issued. 
Eight3r  (80)  applicants  were  rejected.  Private  examinations  were  not 
granted  except  by  request  of  directors,  and  such  were  few.  These  exami- 
nations were  well  attended,  in  almost  every  district,  by  directors  and  citi- 
zens. In  some  instances  all  could  not  be  seated.  The  interest  taken  by 
directors  and  citizens  indicate  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  will  do 
much  to  awaken  the  proper  interest  in  the  cause  of  popular  education.  In 
preparing  a  list  of  questions  for  examination  in  different  districts  our  aim 
was  to  equalize  as  far  as  possible.  We  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  oral  ex- 
aminations, when  practicable;  but  as  the  classes  were  large  we  were  com- 
pelled to  resort  (partly)  to  the  written  method.  I  visited  three  hundred 
and  fifteen  (315)  schools  once  and  ten  (10)  a  second  time,  averaging  one 
hour  and  twenty-four  minutes.  In  making  these  visits  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  two  hundred  and  forty  (240)  citizens,  and  was  accompanied  by 
directors  in  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  (159.) 

Institutes. — District  institutes  were  held  regularly  in  fourteen  districts, 
and  occasionally  in  some  four  or  five  others. 

The  County  Institute  met  at  Greensburg,  December  26.  One  hundred 
and  sixty  (160)  teachers  were  in  attendance.  We  were  assisted  by  Prof. 
A.  N.  Raub,  of  Lock  Haven;  Rev.  O.  H.  Miller,  of  the  School  Depart- 
ment, and  Prof.  J.  T.  Gibson,  Superintendent  of  Indiana  county.  These 
gentlemen  took  a  lively  interest.  The  lectures  and  class  drills  were  pointed 
and  practical. 

Means  calculated  to  Improve. — In  addition  to  measures  recommended  in 
former  report  we  recommend  the  appointment  of  district  superintendents, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  the  schools  once  each  month,  and  make  a 
specific  report  to  the  County  Superintendent,  thus  enabling  him  to  spend 
his  time  wherever  most  needed. 

I  return  my  thanks  to  the  School  Department  for  the  many  favors  con- 
ferred, and  to  the  good  people  of  old  Westmoreland — directors,  teachers 
and  citizens — for  their  kindness,  assistance  and  encouragement,  and  hope 
we  may  continue  to  work  harmoniously  for  the  good  of  oar  common  schools. 
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WYOMING  COUNTY.— C.  R.  Lane. 

Having  had  a  whole  year  to  become  acquainted  with  the  directors  and 
teachers  of  Wyoming  county,  and  also  to  learn  by  observation  the  actual 
state  of  our  schools,  I  am  able  to  make  a  report  more  full  and  also  much 
more  satisfactory  and  encouraging  than  I  could  last  37ear,  almost  immedi- 
ately upon  the  reception  of  the  appointment. 

I.     THE    WORK    DONE. 

1st.  A  prominent  item  in  this  work  is  the  Teachers'  County  Institute, 
held  in  Tunkhannock,  November,  1870.  At  this  institute  was  present  a 
large  number  of  teachers  and  citizens  during  the  whole  time,  and  the  in- 
terest increased  until  the  very  close  of  the  meeting.  In  conducting  the  ex- 
ercises, the  County  Superintendent  was  aided  by  Prof.  Walker  of  the  State 
Normal  school,  at  Bloomsburg;  Horace  Armstrong,  Superintendent  of  Lu- 
zerne county,  and  Clinton  DeWitt,  Esq. ;  also  by  the  conductors  of  the 
local  press  and  other  gentlemen  residing  in  the  neighborhood.  These  gen- 
tlemen deserve  well  of  the  public  for  the  interest  they  take  in  the  advance- 
ment of  learning  and  the  aid  they  render  to  it. 

In  addition  to  the  work  of  teaching,  and  considering  the  best  wa3^s  of 
teaching,  lectures  were  delivered  ever}'  evening.  As  a  consequence  of  these 
meetings,  the  cause  of  education  received  a  new  and  a  strong  impulse, 
which,  it  is  hoped,  will  continue  to  be  felt  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

2d.  The  past  spring  public  examinations  were  held  in  different  parts  of 
the  county,  at  points  chosen  so  as  to  be  convenient  to  the  teachers  in  every 
district,  and  afterwards  at  the  Superintendent's  office  in  the  court  house, 
in  Tunkhannock,  for  three  successive  Saturdays.  Private  examinations  at 
the  request  of  directors  have  been  very  few;  and  the  aim  has  been,  if  pos- 
sible, to  do  away  with  them  entirely,  because  they  detract  from  the  profes- 
sional feeling  of  the  teachers,  and  also  because  from  this  source  have  arisen 
most  of  the  difficulties  encountered  in  the  administration  of  the  system. 

3d.  All  the  schools  in  the  county,  with  one  exception,  that  were  in  opera- 
tion when  I  was  in  the  district,  have  been  visited  twice  during  the  school 
year. 

In  visiting  schools,  the  speciflc  object  has  been  to  learn  how  the  schools 
were  taught  and  governed,  commending  what  was  deemed  specially  worthy 
of  commendation,  and  endeavoring  to  correct  what  was  deemed  faulty. 

In  making  these  visits,  I  have  often  been  accompanied  (especially  in  the 
winter  time,)  by  directors  and  other  friends  of  education,  who  were  a  great 
aid  lo  me,  and  who  were  themselves  also  profited  by  learning  in  the  school 
louin  the  actual  state  of  affairs,  and  in  seeing  for  themselves  what  they  yet 
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needed,  in  order  that  they  might  receive  the  full  benefit  of  the  common 
school  system  of  education. 

The  length  of  these  visits,  given  as  an  average  in  the  statistical  report, 
depended  on  the  state  of  the  school,  its  size,  and  on  the  number  of  branches 
taught. 

II.    THINGS    FAVORABLE    TO    THE   WORK. 

1st.  The  new  school  houses  that  are  built,  are  in  every  case,  a  great  im- 
provement on  the  old  ones.  The  buildings  are  of  a  higher  order,  the  ar- 
rangements are  better,  and  the  means  of  ventilation,  and  when  there  has 
been  a  change  of  location,  the  location  is  better. 

The  most  important  building  erected  in  the  county  during  the  year,  for 
school  purposes,  is  that  for  the  graded  schools  of  the  borough  of  Nicholson. 
This  house  is  well  located,  roomy,  well  ventilated  and  well  arranged,  and 
has  every  thing  in  it  and  around  it,  really  needed  to  secure  the  end  for 
which  it  was  built. 

2d.  There  is  a  decided  improvement  in  the  professional  standing  of  the 
teachers.  Those  now  engaged  in  teaching,  have  been  longer  in  the  work 
than  those  of  any  former  period,  and  more  appear  to  be  making  the  work 
of  education  not  merely  a  resort  for  temporary  employment,  but  a  busi- 
ness. In  order  to  secure  the  services  of  the  best  teachers,  the  directors  in 
some  districts  grade  the  pay  somewhat  by  the  character  of  the  certificate, 
as  well  as  by  the  amount  of  labor  to  be  performed.  This  plan  has  been 
found  to  work  well. 

od.  Another  item  of  encouragement  is  found  in  the  fact  that  so  many  of 
the  schools  are  kept  open  for  a  longer  term  than  the  law  requires — in  most  of 
the  districts  for  six  months — and  it  is  not  unfrequently  the  case,  that  after 
the  public  school  is  closed,  the  same  teacher,  or  another  having  a  certifi- 
cate, is  employed  for  a  short  term  in  the  spring  or  fall.  This  is  a  good  in- 
dication.    It  shows  an  appreciation  of  learning. 

III.    THE    OBSTACLES   TO    BE    OVERCOME    ARE    CHIEFLY    THOSE    TnAT    PERTAIN 
EVERYWHERE    TO   THE    WORK   OP   DOING   GOOD. 

1st.  Regularit}'  in  attendance  cannot  be  secured  in  a  thinly  settled  coun- 
try in  the  winter  season,  on  account  of  the  distance ;  nor  in  the  summer, 
so  long  as  parents  need  the  aid  of  all  the  children  who  are  able  to  help 
them  during  the  farmers'  busy  season.  Irregularity,  therefore,  as  an  ob- 
stacle to  progress  and  as  an  annoyance  to  the  teachers,  is  one  that  we  can- 
not hope  to  be  rid  of  soon. 

2d.  Lack  of  uniformity  in  text-books  has  been  a  very  great  hindrance, 
but  this  we  are  gradually  overcoming. 

3d.  Persons  well  qualified  to  teach  are  not  numerous  anywhere,  nor  can  a 
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class  of  such  persons  sufficiently  numerous  to  teach  all  our  public  schools, 
be  raised  up  in  one  generation. 

In  conclusion,  I  regret  to  report  that  Overlield  and  Washington  districts, 
heretofore  known  as  non-accepting,  are  non-accepting  districts  still. 

Last  fall,  the  lion.  P.  M.  Osterhout  and  myself  visited  each  of  these  dis- 
tricts, and  endeavored,  as  best  we  could,  to  induce  them  to  accept.  But 
while  we  were  kindly  received  and  patiently  heard,  the  effort  was  fruitless 
of  an}-  immediate  tangible  benefit,  though  we  entertain  the  hope  that  it  will 
not  prove  entirely  in  vain. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  the  Department, 
that  the  schools  in  this  county,  at  the  close  of  this  school  year,  are  decidedly 
in  advance  of  what  they  were  at  the  close  of  the  former  year. 


YORK  COUNTY  — S.  G.  Boyd. 

EVIDENCES    OP    PROGRESS. 

Among  the  substantial  evidences  of  progress  in  this  county  during  the 
past  year  was  the  erection  of  twelve  new  school  houses,  all  of  a  substantial 
character  and  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  erected. 

The  one  built  in  Peach  Bottom  township  is  planned  after  the  most  ap- 
proved model,  neatly  and  tastefully  finished  and  well  furnished  with  one  of 
the  latest  and  most  comfortable  varieties  of  patent  desk.  I  may  say  the 
house  and  all  its  appointments  are  complete  in  all  respects,  and  reflect  great 
credit  on  both  the  board  of  directors  and  the  liberal-minded  citizens  of  the 
district  who  subscribed  liberally  to  a  special  fund  intended  to  make  this 
house  a  model  for  the  guidance  of  future  boards.  The  house  ei*ected  in  the 
borough  of  Glen  Rock  is  also  a  model  in  point  of  utility  and  finish.  It  is 
a  substantial  brick  building,  and  occupies  a  most  commanding  position. 
It  contains  four  large  and  beautiful  school  rooms,  and  is  conveniently  and 
tastefull}'  furnished.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the  intel- 
ligent and  liberal-minded  board  of  directors,  and  the  faithful  permanent 
teacher  of  this  borough,  for  having  conceived  and  brought  to  completion  a 
school  building  so  much  in  harmony  with  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  age 
and  the  enterprise  and  intelligence  of  this  prosperous  town. 

Perhaps,  however,  the  most  significant  evidence  of  progress  noticeable 
in  this  county,  during  the  past  year,  was  the  establishing  of  a  first-class 
high  school  in  the  borough  of  York,  and  the  election  of  a  borough  superin- 
tendent therein,  under  the  act  of  18G7.  Soon  after  the  organization  of  the 
school  board  last  year,  its  attention  was  called  to  the  propriety  of  estab- 
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lishing  a  borough  high  school.  It  at  once  appointed  a  committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  entire  subject.  This  committee,  in  conjunction  with 
myself,  after  a  pretty  extensive  correspondence  with  borough  superinten- 
dents and  the  principals  of  several  high  schools  of  rank,  and  a  thorough 
canvass  of  the  whole  question  of  school  organization  for  cities  and  towns, 
made  a  report  to  the  board  providing  for  a  high  school,  with  a  curriculum 
sufficiently  broad  and  comprehensive  to  meet  the  wants  of  both  sexes  and 
all  classes. 

This  report  the  board,  with  great  unanimity,  adopted,  and  having  offered 
a  fair  salary  for  a  principal,  was  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  Prof. 
W.  H.  Shelly,  of  Albion  College,  Michigan. 

In  due  time  the  school  went  into  operation  with  the  patronage  and  best 
wishes  of  the  best  people  of  all  ranks  in  our  borough,  since  when  nothing 
has  occurred,  that  I  am  aware  of,  to  disappoint  the  brightest  expectations 
of  the  most  sanguine  friends  of  this  much  needed  institution. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  high  school,  the  bo.ird,  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  a  more  efficient  supervision  of  the  schools  than  it  was  possible 
for  a  Count}*  Superintendent,  with  nearly  four  hundred  schools  under  his 
charge,  to  give,  elected  Prof.  Shelly  borough  superintendent,  under  the  law 
of  A.  D.  1867,  thus  completing  the  machinery  of  an  efficient  educational 
sj'stem. 

With  this  event,  of  course,  my  official  connection  with  the  board  of  di- 
rectors and  the  schools  of  the  borough  of  York  came  to  an  end.  I  feel  it 
due,  however,  to  the  gentlemen  of  that  board  to  say  that  I  have  never 
found  a  board  more  willing  to  adopt  measures  intended  to  promote  the  best 
interests  of  the  schools  under  its  charge  when  fully  convinced  of  the  feasi- 
bility of  those  measures. 

The  most  marked  evidence  of  progress  on  the  part  of  our  teachers  is  the 
increased  interest  they  have  manifested  in  the  improvement  of  their  school 
houses  and  grounds.  In  a  majority  of  the  schools  I  visited  during  the 
year,  I  found  the  teachers  and  pupils  had  been  industriously  at  work  reno- 
vating, white-washing  and  repairing  their  school  rooms  and  ornamenting 
them  with  school  mottoes,  appropriate  pictures,  &c,  until,  in  many  in- 
stances, they  had  made  their  school  rooms  exceedingly  pleasing  and  at- 
tractive. By  this,  among  other  means,  it  is  hoped  the  percentage  of  atten- 
dance can  be  increased  and  that  of  truancy  proportionately  decreased,  if, 
indeed,  truancy  cannot  be  entirely  prevented. 

W'ORK   DONE    BY    SUPERINTENDENT. 

During  the  year  I  held  48  public  examinations;  granted  368  provisional 
and  7  professional  certificates ;  visited  202  schools ;  wrote  260  official  let- 
14  School  Rep. 
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ters;  attended  4  institutes  and  7  educational  meetings,  and  traveled  2,112 
miles. 

In  my  visitations  I  invariably  found  an  earnest,  live  teacher  in  charge  of 
industrious  and  ambitious  pupils.  We  have  man}^  such  teachers  in  our 
county,  and  would  that  we  had  more  of  them.  Such  teachers  can  very 
soon  popularize  education  and  common  schools  in  any  community.  I  found 
to  my  regret  that  in  some  of  the  schools  grammar  and  history,  and  in  others 
even  mental  arithmetic  and  geograph}',  were  studied  by  a  very  few  of  the 
pupils,  if  not  entirely  neglected.  By  stimulating  a  generous  rivalry  between 
schools,  and  the  use  of  other  appropriate  means,  I  have  been  enabled  to 
secure  the  more  general  study  of  those  branches. 

In  visiting  schools  I  was  generally  accompanied  by  directors,  many  of 
whom  manifested  a  laudable  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  pupils  and  the 
success  of  the  schools  under  their  charge ;  and  I  can  recall  no  instance, 
whilst  traveling  in  my  official  capacity,  in  which  I  did  not  receive  the  most 
fcind  and  hospitable  treatment  from  both  patrons  and  directors. 

TIIE    COUNTY   INSTITUTE.- 

This  was  held  in  the  borough  of  York,  commencing  on  the  26th  of  De- 
cember last,  and  was  the  largest  and  most  enthusiastic  ever  held  in  the 
county.  Over  three  hundred  teachers  were  in  attendance,  and  the  interest 
manifested  by  them  through  the  entire  week  was  most  encouraging. 

Our  lecturers  were  Dr.  Frank  Taylor,  of  West  Chester,  Pa.  j  Rev.  Dr. 
M'Cron,  of  Baltimore;  Rev.  Dr.  Baum,  Rev.  Henry  Niles  and  Prof.  S.  B. 
Heiges,  of  Y"ork,  and  Mrs.  E.  Stetson  Logee,  of  Crawford  county,  Pa. 

WORK   DONE    BY    OTHER   AGENCIES. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  single  agency  operating  independently  of  our  school 
•system  that  is  doing  more  for  the  common  schools  of  our  county,  especi- 
ally in  the  way  of  improving  their  discipline,  and  infusing  a  higher  and 
purer  moral  tone  into  our  schools  generally,  than  the  most  complete  Sab- 
bath school  system  which  is  in  successful  operation  in  our  county  at  the 

present  time. 

I  think  I  have  invariably  found  in  those  districts  where  Sabbath  schools 
are  best  conducted  and  best  attended,  the  children  best  behaved  and  most 
easily  governed  in  day-schools.  Nor  should  I  forget  to  mention  that  in 
nine-tenths  of  our  schools,  vocal  music,  which  tends  so  much  to  promote 
harmony  in  the  school  room,  has  become  a  daily  exercise,  which  happy  step 
in  the  right  direction,  I  must  attribute  mainly  to  the  Sunday  school  influ- 
ence. 

The  press  of  our  county,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  unimportant  excep- 
tions, stands  boldly  up,  as  heretofore,  in  behalf  of  common  schools  and  more 
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thorough  intellectual  culture,  freely  granting  the  use  of  its  columns  to  teach- 
ers and  friends  of  education,  through  which  to  publish  the  proceedings  of 
educational  meetings,  and  discuss  educational  topics,  and  one  paper,  the 
Democratic  Press,  has  kept  up  an  educational  column  for  some  months.  It 
is  noticeable  too,  that  clergymen  are  taking  a  more  hopeful  view  of  the  efli- 
eiency  of  our  common  schools. 

OBSTACLES   IN    THE   WAY    OF   PROGRESS. 

These  are  the  same  as  stated  in  my  last  report  —  incompetent  an  cL,  apa- 
thetic teachers,  selfish  parents,  timid  and  negligent  directors,  a  want  of  due 
appreciation  of  the  blessings  of  education.  These,  however,  are  all  gradu- 
ally, but  very  slowly  indeed,  giving  way  to  better  and  more  encouraging 
conditions. 

I  might  say  too,  that  the  minimum  school  term  (four  months,)  is  entirely 
too  short  to  enable  teachers  and  pupils,  however  industrious,  to  exhibit  all 
the  good  fruits  that  might  result  from  our  common  school  system,  and  al- 
though it  may  be  best  in  the  main,  to  leave  the  full  application  of  our  school 
system  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  I  submit  that  were  the  minimum  term 
lengthened  by  law,  to  five  or  six  months,  good  results  would  follow. 


REPORTS 

OF 

#C1TY  AM)  BOROUGH  SUPERINTENDENTS. 
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The  educational  condition  of  our  school  district  may  be  expressed  in  a 
few  words :  we  have  beeu  working — the  teachers  in  the  school  room  to  im- 
part instruction  in  the  best  possible  manner,  and  the  boards  of  directors 
and  controllers  to  supply  the  necessary  buildings,  furniture,  &c.  As  a  re- 
sult our  schools  are  progressing,  not  in  fitful  leaps,  the  result  of  spasmodic 
efforts,  but  steadiby  though  surely,  as  must  always  be  the  case  when  there 
is  true  growth.  Having  adopted  an  organization  which,  although  peculiar, 
easily  adapts  itself  to  all  our  wants,  and  a  course  of  studjr  that  recommends 
itself  the  more  the  better  it  is  understood,  little  remains  to  be  done  in  these 
directions.  Nevertheless  there  has  been  improvement.  Instead  of  a  board 
of  six  controllers,  we  shall,  in  the  future,  have  one  of  twelve ;  and  our 
course  of  study  will  hereafter  include  drawing  in  secondary,  grammar  and 
high  schools,  while  to  the  studies  in  the  latter  penmanship  and  English 
literature  have  been  added.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  vocal  music 
was  not  included  among  the  additional  branches,  and  that  drawing  was  not 
introduced  into  the  primary  schools.  The  necessity  for  thorough  supervi- 
sion is  becoming  more  and  more  evident,  and  there  is  a  growing  desire  to 
relieve  the  Superintendent  of  his  duties  as  teacher  in  the  high  school,  so 
as  to  enable  him  to  give  all  his  time  and  energies  to  this  important  work. 

Durmg  this  year  our  secondary  and  grammar  schools  were  furnished  with 
complete  sets  of  out-line  maps,  and  the  latter  were  also  supplied  with  Web- 
ster's Unabridged  Dictionaiy,  while  the  walls  of  the  high  schools  were  or- 
namented with  Guyot's  large  and  elegant  map  of  the  world.  The  schools 
of  each  of  the  six  sections  of  our  district  have  also  been  supplied  with  a 
very  fine  map  of  the  city,  the  work  of  our  accomplished  civil  engineer,  G. 
A.  Aschbach.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  we  are  making  progress,  although 
the  supply  of  philosophical  and  chemical  apparatus,  for  the  use  of  the  high 
schools,  is  as  yet  very  limited.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  subject,  too,  will 
shortly  receive  proper  attention. 
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In  my  last  report  it  was  intimated  that  we  were  still  living  in  an  age  of 
construction  and  re-construction,  and  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  add 
that  the  work  is  progressing.  As  I  am  writing  this  report,  the  new  school 
house  in  the  Sixth  section  is  receiving  its  finishing  touches.  This  is  the 
second  three-story  sand-stone  building,  similar  in  out-line,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  minor  details,  to  the  one  completed  two  years  ago.  The  main 
building  is  one  hundred  by  seventy-five  feet,  with  four  rooms  on  a  floor, 
each  story  fifteen  feet  high,  with  projections  for  stairways  and  recitation 
rooms.  When  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity  it  will  accommodate  about  one 
thousand  pupils.  The  arrangements  for  ingress  and  egress,  similar  to  the 
building  previously  erected,  are  probably  superior  to  those  of  any  other 
school  house  in  the  State.  The  entire  building  will  be  heated  by  steam, 
and  furnished  with  the  latest  and  most  approved  kind  of  furniture.  Not 
the  least  noteworthy  feature  about  the  building  is  the  fine  large  lot  upon 
which  it  is  erected. 

In  addition  to  this  substantial  as  well  as  elegant  improvement,  the  school 
house  in  the  Second  section  is  being  remodeled  and  enlarged,  and  it  will, 
when  completed,  be  also  entirely  re-furnished,  so  that  it  will  compare  favor- 
ably with  those  lately  erected. 

To  the  credit  of  the  citizens  generally,  but  more  especially  to  that  of  the 
school  directors,  it  must  be  said  that,  notwithstanding  the  occasional  and 
at  times  even  loud  grumbling  about  expensive  buildings  and  heavy  taxes, 
they  nevertheless  heartily  support  and  retain  in  office  the  men  who  move 
forward  in  the  good  work.  Indeed,  a  laudable  ambition  seems  to  inspire 
all  our  boards  of  directors  to  elect  the  best  men  that  can  be  obtained  to 
serve  as  controllers.  As  a  measure  calculated  to  promote  improvement, 
which  ought  to  be  inaugurated  at  once,  the  grading  of  teachers'  salaries 
according  to  their  literary  and  professional  qualifications,  deserves  especial 
mention.  This  matter  has  been  deferred  too  long,  and  simple  justice  to 
those  who  possess  superior  literary  and  professional  abilities  and  devote  the 
same  to  their  calling,  demands  that  they  should  receive  larger  salaries. 


ALTOONA Joiin  Miller. 

Houses. — The  new  house  erected  during  the  year  is  a  substantial  brick 
building.  Its  size  is  54  by  70  feet,  two  stories  high,  and  contains  eight 
rooms,  separated  by  wide  halls  and  stairwaj's.  It  is  heated  with  Reynold's 
patent  heaters,  placed  in  the  cellar,  and  supplied  with  both  gas  and  water. 
Five  rooms  are  furnished  with  Rankin's  improved  combination  school 
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desks,  and  are  decidedly  neat  and  comfortable.  The  other  rooms  are  fur- 
nished with  good  home-made  desks.  The  house  was  dedicated  with  inter- 
esting and  appropriate  ceremonies,  in  October.  The  State  Superintendent, 
Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  was  with  us  on  that  occasion,  and  favored  us  with 
an  eloquent  and  eminently  practical  address.  We  were  also  favored  with 
appropriate  addresses  from  Colonel  George  F.  M'Farland  and  Rev.  B.  M. 
Kerr. 

In  Altoona  there  is  such  a  demand  for  increased  school  accommodations 
that  one  house  is  scarcely  finished  until  another  is  needed ;  and  while  this 
is  the  condition  of  things  it  is  almost  impossible  to  make  timely  provision 
for  all  the  schools.  Some  inconvenience  and  irregularity  must,  therefore, 
be  endured  until  our  population  becomes  more  permanently  settled  and 
fixed.  This  state  of  affairs  will  compel  the  board  to  erect  a  new  frame 
building  during  the  coming  year.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  house  of 
this  kind  must  be  added  to  a  number  of  the  same  kind,  already  too  large. 
We  cannot  consider  it  good  economy  to  erect  frail,  temporary  frame  build- 
ings in  a  growing  city  like  Altoona.  Just  now,  in  providing  properly  for  all 
the  children  of  the  city,  the  great  want  is  a  large  brick  building,  in  or  near 
the  Fourth  ward.  It  may  be  stated  here  that  this  provision  would  have 
been  made  at  an  early  day  had  the  board  succeeded  in  carrying  out  their 
original  plans.  We  trust  the  new  board  will,  immediately  and  promptly, 
consider  the  propriety  of  erecting  a  good  house  in  this  portion  of  the  city. 
Many  of  our  houses  are  badly  located.  We  will  now  only  refer  to  three. 
These  are  situated  very  near  a  large  planing-mill,  where  the  noise  of  the 
mill  is  a  constant  annoj'ance  to  the  schools.  This  should  be  remedied  at 
once. 

In  regard  to  school  grounds  it  must  again  be  stated  that  they  are  en- 
tirely too  small  and  not  sufficiently  improved.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  people  of  Altoona  can  afford  to  provide 
grounds  sufficiently  large  and  well  improved  to  answer  the  purposes  of 
healthful  recreation,  play  and  exercise. 

Apparatus. — It  is  a  sad  mistake  to  look  for  rapid  and  thorough  progress 
in  a  school  entirely  without  apparatus ;  and  yet  it  is  a  mistake  we  make 
here  in  Altoona.  We  expect  thorough  work  from  our  teachers,  although 
scarcely  one  of  them  is  furnished  with  anything  like  apparatus,  excepting 
a  black-board  and  a  few  cards  for  beginners.  The  great  benefit  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  proper  use  of  apparatus,  compared  with  the  small  cost  at 
which  the  most  necessary  articles  can  be  procured,  should  at  once  settle  the 
question  in  favor  of  making  immediate  and  ample  provision  in  this  par- 
ticular. 

Schools. — Again  we  must  state  the  fact  that  many  of  our  primary  schools 
are  entirely  too  much  crowded.     The  system  of  employing  a  principal  and 
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an  assistant  teacher  for  each  of  these  schools,  and  then  crowding  each 
school  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  children,  is,  in  almost  every  respect,  ob- 
jectionable. It  is  unhealthful,  creates  disorder  and  confusion,  and  renders 
successful  teaching  an  utter  impossibility.  Even  in  very  large  primary 
schools  one  teacher  is  more  effective  than  two.  Excessive  crowdiug,  how- 
ever, in  an}r  case,  is  alwa3rs  objectionable.  The  sooner  wc  abandon  the 
practice  of  employing  assistant  teachers  the  better  for  our  schools.  These 
remarks,  of  course,  do  not  apply  to  higher  schools,  properly  provided  with 
separate  recitation  rooms,  &c. 

In  all  we  have  about  sixteen  hundred  children  that  attend  the  public 
schools,  and  only  twelve  hundred,  or  seventy-five  per  centum  of  these,  are 
in  regular  daily  attendance.  Both  directors  and  teachers  have  made  many 
and  praiseworthy  efforts  to  secure  a  larger  and  more  regular  attendance, 
and  yet,  to  accomplish  this  most  desirable  result,  we  do  think  that  some- 
thing further  is  needed.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  better  and  more  com- 
fortable houses,  more  improved  grounds  and  surroundings,  more  neatly 
furnished  rooms,  more  earnest  and  efficient  teachers,  especially  in  the  pri- 
mary schools,  and  more  active  co-operation  on  the  part  of  parents,  would 
wonderfully  increase  the  whole  number  in  attendance,  as  well  as  the  per- 
centage of  attendance. 

In  addition  to  the  branches  named  on  the  provisional  certificate,  we  have 
taught,  in  our  higher  schools,  physical  geography,  natural  philosophy,  alge- 
bra, geometry,  ancient  history,  Latin,  German  and  French.  Physiology 
should  be  added  to  our  course  of  study  immediately.  The  people  have  too 
long  remained  in  ignorance  of  the  laws  of  life  and  health,  and  children  have 
too  long  been  kept  totally  ignorant  of  the  plainest  and  most  important 
physiological  facts  that  so  much  concern  their  usefulness  and  happiness 
during  the  whole  of  life.  Surely,  for  one  who  has  been  a  careful  observer 
of  the  manner  in  which  people  eat,  drink,  sleep,  dress,  study,  labor,  &c, 
no  argument  is  needed  to  prove  the  urgent  necessity  of  introducing  the 
subject  of  plrysiology  into  our  schools. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  History  and  Constitution 
of  Pennsylvania,  should  also  be  added  to  our  list  of  studies. 

Teachers. — The  majority  of  our  teachers  are  earnest,  industrious  and 
progressive.  They  labor  diligently  to  understand,  not  only  the  branches 
to  be  taught  in  their  schools,  but  also  the  nature,  responsibility  and  great- 
ness of  their  work,  and  then  devote  their  best  powers  to  the  discharge  of 
their  high  duties.  School  directors  and  citizens  can  well  afford  to  aid  and 
encourage  such  teachers,  by  paying  them  living  salaries,  b}r  friendly  advice 
and  by  words  of  cheer.  A  few  of  our  teachers,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  are 
not  of  this  class.  "We  have  teachers  who  evidently  strive  to  do  as  little 
work  for  their  pay  as  possible.     They  go  to  the  school  room  at  the  very 
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latest  minute,  go  through  the  routine  of  hearing  classes,  scolding  and  pun- 
ishing, and  then  hurry  away  from  the  task  manifesting  signs  of  great  relief. 
We  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  under  the  administration  of  our  pre- 
sent, active,  intelligent  and  progressive  board  of  directors,  the  connection 
of  these  teachers  with  the  schools  of  Altoona  will  soon  cease. 

A  false  notion  in  regard  to  the  qualifications  of  primary  teachers  exists  in 
the  public  mind.  It  is  a  prevalent  idea,  that  almost  any  person  is  fit  to 
teach  a  primary  school,  that  no  special  preparation  is  necessary,  and  that 
no  comprehensive  and  accurate  knowledge  of  even  the  common  branches  of 
study  need  be  required.  So  long  as  this  pernicious  sentiment  prevails  in 
the  management  of  our  primary  schools  no  amount  of  care  and  attention 
bestowed  on  the  higher  grades  can  remedy  the  original  defect.  If  proper 
methods  of  instruction  and  discipline  are  neglected  in  the  primary  school, 
or  if  loose,  improper  and  parrot-like  recitations  are  regarded  as  sufficient, 
no  amount  of  skill  on  the  part  of  teachers,  or  diligence  of  the  pupils  them- 
selves, "can,  in  after  life,  entirely  root  out  the  evil  habits  thus  contracted. 
In  other  words,  the  motive  power  started  in  early  life,  in  a  very  great  mea- 
sure, determines  success  or  non-success  in  all  the  higher  grades  of  school, 
and  in  all  the  future  stages  of  life.  Let  the  primary  teachers  study  human 
nature,  be  progressive,  systematic,  good  scholars,  and  especially  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  very  best  methods  of  instruction  and  discipline,  and  then 
we  shall  not  witness  so  many  sad  failures  in  the  higher  grades  or  in  subse- 
quent life. 

In  regard  to  methods  of  instructions  it  is  considered  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance that  they  be  practical  as  well  as  disciplinary. 

In  the  primary  schools  more  time  should  be  devoted  to  oral  instruction 
and  lessons  on  objects.  In  the  higher  grades  all  the  exercises  should  be 
calculated,  not  only  to  strengthen  and  develop  the  mental  powers,  but  also 
to  prepare  the  pupils  for  the  active  duties  of  every-day  life.  Let  our  teach- 
ers, hereafter,  bear  this  in  mind. 

Visitations. — All  the  schools  were  visited  about  twenty  times,  and  a  pub- 
lic examination  was  held  in  each,  twice  during  the  term.  The  directors, 
we  are  glad  to  say,  devoted  more  time  to  this  important  duty  than  hereto- 
fore. Notwithstanding  the  appeal  in  our  last  report,  but  two  or  three  of 
the  ministers  have  since  greeted  us  in  the  school  rooms.  We  would  be 
glad,  indeed,  to  see  them  at  our  institutes  and  in  our  schools.  But  few  pa- 
rents ever  visit  the  schools.  Surely,  if  they  knew  how  much  good  they 
might  accomplish,  with  so  little  trouble,  they  would  act  otherwise.  Faith- 
ful teachers  always  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  parents  and  strive  to  make 
their  visits  pleasant. 

District  Institute. — The  institute,  held  on  alternate  Saturdays,  was  well 
attended,  and  more  successful  than  in  any  former  year.     Regular  lessons 
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in  mental  and  written  arithmetic,  English  grammar,  physical  geography 

and  histoiy  of  the  United  States,  were  prepared  and  recited.  Orthography, 
penmanship  and  philosophy  were  made  subjects  for  lectures  and  discussions. 
Essays  and  select  readings  formed  a  part  of  the  exercises. 

Earnest  efforts  were  made  to  excite  among  the  people  an  interest  in  these 
meetings.  Although  not  entirely  successful  in  these  efforts,  yet  we  have 
good  reason  to  believe  that  great  good  was  accomplished  by  securing  a 
respectable  attendance  of  directors  and  citizens.  We  confidently  hope  for 
increased  interest  in  these  meetings  during  the  coming  term. 

Remarks. — Any  educational  information  that  is  not  strictly  of  a  business 
character,  is  cheerfully  published  by  our  editors  free  of  charge.  In  this 
way  they  greatly  aid  the  cause  of  public  schools.  We  here  publicly  acknow- 
ledge the  value  of  the  press,  and  thank  the  editors  for  their  generous  and 
hearty  support. 

In  reviewing  the  operations  of  the  past  year,  we  find  much  to  cheer  and 
encourage,  and  we  cherish  bright  hopes  for  the  future.  During  the  coming 
term,  with  the  co-operation  of  directors,  citizens  and  teachers,  we  confi- 
dently expect  our  schools  to  greatly  excel  those  of  any  previous  year. 


•     CHESTER.— A.  A.  Header. 

So  few  changes  have  taken  place  during  the  past  year  that  little  can  be 
added  to  previous  reports.  Our  school  duties  for  the  year  closed  with  the 
teachers'  examination,  held  on  Saturday,  June  24.  Thirty-nine  persons, 
including  twenty-three  of  last  j-ear's  teachers,  were  examined.  The  ques- 
tions were  answered  wholly  in  writing.  When  a  large  number  of  appli- 
cants are  present  this  seems  to  be  the  only  method  of  making  the  exercises 
fairly  competitive.  No  complaint  of  nervousness,  timidity,  misunderstand- 
ing or  unfair  questions,  which  are  carefully  printed,  can  be  reasonably  made 
by  any  who  are  or  are  not  qualified  according  to  law. 

We  have  now  six  well-constructed  brick  buildings,  owned  by  the  district, 
used  for  school  purposes  and  sui*rounded  by  lots  of  respectable  size.  They 
are  distributed  as  follows:  In  North  ward,  a  one-story  building,  on  Elev- 
enth street,  containing  a  secondary  and  a  primary  school;  a  two-story 
building,  on  Morton  avenue,  furnishing  accommodations  for  three  primary 
schools.  In  Middle  ward,  wTe  have  a  one  two-story  building,  containing  the 
grammar  and  intermediate  schools,  a  secondary  and  three  primary  schools. 
In  South  ward,  the  academy,  a  three-story  building  on  Second  street,  fur- 
nishes rooms  for  an  intermediate  school,  a  secondary  school  and  the  jani- 
tor.    More  rooms  in  this  building  will  be  opened  at  the  beginning  of  the 
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next  school  year,  to  supply  the  increasing  demand  for  school  room.  A 
two-story  building  on  Franklin  street,  in  which  are  two  secondaries  and 
three  large  primaries;  a  new  two-story  building  on  Sixth  street,  with  four 
rooms,  for  colored  children.  This  school  is  as  carefully  cared  for,  graded 
and  conducted  as  the  other  schools,  but,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  the  parents 
and  guardians  of  these  people  seem  to  care  less  for  their  privileges  than 
before. 

Our  district  institute  was  continued  regularly  through  the  year,  with  in- 
terest and  profit  to  those  who  attended  its  exercises.  As  the  attendance  is 
wholly  optional,  and  every  teacher  is  expected  to  make  preparations  for 
the  lessons,  there  were  a  few  who  were  willing  to  be  sometimes  absent. 
The  examination  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  based  on  the  lessons  presented 
at  these  meetings,  and  the  result  disclosed  the  delinquencies. 

None  of  the  Chester  teachers  attended  the  County  Institute  held  at 
Media,  in  November,  1870.  Our  views  may  be  incorrect,  but  it  did  not 
seem  proper  to  close  the  schools  and  deprive  a  thousand  or  more  children 
of  a  week's  instruction  that  the  teachers  might  enjoy  four  days'  pleasure  or 
profit.  The  teacher  owes  her  first  and  important  duty  to  the  children  en- 
trusted to  her  care,  the  next  to  the  profession  and  her  employers.  In  cities 
and  thickly  settled  towns  children  out  of  school  are  in  the  street,  for  their 
parents  have  no  employment  for  them.  In  the  country  most  children  have 
permanent  homes,  apart  from  neighbors,  and  their  natural  guardians  can 
keep  them  busy.  If  not  employed,  they  can  not  so  reaclily  herd  together 
to  learn  and  practice  mischief.  No  unkind  feelings  towards  the  Superin- 
tendent or  teachers  of  the  county  existed  to  influence  this  decision. 

The  personal  supervision  of  the  Superintendent  over  the  schools  is  yet 
imperfect.  He  has  not  sufficient  time  to  visit  the  rooms,  listen  to  the  reci- 
tations and  make  suggestions  to  the  inexperienced  in  regard  to  modes  of 
teaching  and  discipline.  The  houses  are  far  apart,  the  calls  upon  his  time 
so  man)-  and  various,  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  do  more  than  is  now 
done. 

The  schools  are  now  well  graded.  Every  child  who  cares  to  know,  un- 
derstands what  he  must  do,  to  go  from  one  grade  to  another,  or  from  one 
school  to  another.  He  knows  if  he  attends  irregularly  or  neglects  his  les- 
sons, or  makes  poor  recitations,  he  will  fail  in  the  semi-annual  examination 
and  lose  his  promotion.  Near  the  close  of  the  year  a  step  was  taken  in  the 
direction  of  compulsory  attendance.  Among  the  regulations  of  the  school 
board  is  one  suspending  pupils  for  more  than  two  half  days'  absence  in  a 
week,  without  satisfactory  reason,  which  must  be  verified  by  the  parent  or 
guardian.  This  rule  has  heretofore  been  only  partially  enforced.  Printed 
notices,  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  the  regulations,  were  sent  into  every 
family.     Thus  far  the  effect  has  been  good.     At  the  commencement  of  an- 
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other  year  this  arrangement  will  have  a  fair  trial.  In  most  cases  the  de- 
linquents are  those  who  are  under  no  control  at  home.  They  arc  the  rogues 
that  trouble  the  schools  on  the  outside,  and  excite  disorder  within.  This 
unfortunate  class  need,  sadly  need,  education,  both  intellectual  and  moral, 
but  "  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number,"  must  be  the  rale  of  action. 

The  Pennsylvania  Military  academy  and  the  Chester  academy,  are  pros- 
perous iustitutions,  and  by  their  successful  management  have  added  much 
to  the  educational  facilities  of  our  city.  Three  or  more  small  select  schools 
have  been  fairly  patronized  and  rendered  good  service.  A  large  parochial 
school,  in  connection  with  the  Catholic  church,  has  been  in  session  nearly 
all  the  year.     Most  of  the  children  of  Catholic  parents  go  to  it. 

In  conclusion,  the  writer  will  indulge  in  no  speculations,  make  no  sug- 
gestions to  the  Department  or  his  fellow  laborers,  but  trusts  that  the  city, 
whose  interests  he  has  been  appointed  to  watch  over,  will  never  hesitate  in 
the  noble  work  of  educating  the  people,  and  as  earnestly  as  her  younger 
but  more  important  sister  cities,  will  ever  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  hu- 
manity and  the  stability  of  the  Commonwealth. 


EASTOX W.  W.  Cottingham. 

This  has  been  emphatically  a  year  of  progress.  Never  before  has  the 
teaching  force  been  more  economically  applied.  Never  has  the  working  of 
our  system  exhibited  such  happy  and  harmonious  results.  Never  have  the 
examinations  of  our  schools  given  better  evidence  of  genuine  mental  growth. 
Moreover,  there  has  never  before  been  such  a  general  and  vital  interest 
manifested  in  the  condition  and  welfai'e  of  our  schools.  While  we  believe 
that  some  of  the  new  awakening,  on  the  part  of  the  public,  may  be  attribu- 
ted to  the  honorable  pride  as  well  as  oppugnant  spirit  developed  by  the 
erection  of  our  elegant  and  costly  school  building  in  Lehigh  ward,  yet  we 
are  confident  in  saying  that  much  more  is  the  growth  of  an  increasing  ap- 
preciation of  the  education  afforded  by  our  system.  We  have  always 
challenged  an  examination  of  our  work,  and  have  been  content  to  answer 
all  croaking  by  reference  to  results. 

Thus  year  by  year  have  we  gone  steadily  on  improving  our  educational 
machinery,  unmindful  of  all  opposition  and  solicitous  onby  for  success  and 
the  approval  that  is  sure  to  follow.  In  the  co-operation  of  the  general 
public  we  have  not  been  disappointed,  but  on  the  contrary  have  been  more 
than  gratified  by  the  cordial  and  potent  testimony  of  popular  favor.  Should 
we  live  to  make  a  thousand  reports,  we  would  expect  to  hear  the  clamor  of 
selfishness,  and  to  meet  the  dogged  objections  of  mole-eyed  conservatism. 


220  ERIE. 

As  long  as  the  world  stands,  and  men  are  nnregenerate  mentally,  (if  not 
morally,)  there  will  be  sticklers  for  traveling  in  old  ruts  and  complaints  of 
extravagance.  But  the  world  moves  nevertheless,  and  in  Easton  we  design 
to  adapt  ourselves  to  its  motion,  however  rapid. 

In  my  last  report  I  referred  to  the  necessity  of  increased  school  accom- 
modations in  that  part  of  the  district  known  as  Lafayette  park.  It  is  with 
pleasure  that  I  now  inform  you  of  the  purchase  of  a  lot  as  a  site  for  a 
school  house  in  that  locality,  and  that  in  due  time  a  suitable  building  will 
be  erected  thereon. 

Owing  to  more  than  usual  pressure  upon  my  time,  I  cannot  fill  out  the 
details  of  a  report.  Even  by  doing  so  I  could  add  nothing  of  special  im- 
portance to  what  I  have  previously  given.  Our  schools  are  in  a  healthy 
condition,  and  all  connected  therewith — board  of  control,  teachers  and 
pupils — seem  to  have  taken  "Excelsior"  as  their  motto.  I  need  say  nothing 
more  as  to  the  Lehigh  ward  school  building,  to  which  I  merely  referred, 
inasmuch  as  you  did  us  the  honor  recently  of  la3ring  the  corner-stone.  You 
know  the  character  of  the  design,  and,  in  your  mind's  eye,  can  complete 
the  structure.  Neither  need  I  speak  of  the  last  commencement  of  our  high 
school,  for  you  presented  the  diplomas  on  the  occasion,  and  made  a  telling- 
speech  to  the  audience  upon  the  claims  of  a  higher,  wider  and  more  benifi- 
cent  education  for  all  classes. 
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The  school  year  was  introduced  by  a  radical  change  of  the  local  system 
and  an  enlargement  of  the  district.  Since  1851  up  to  1870  Erie  has  had 
three  school  boards,  East  ward,  West  ward  and  a  board  of  control  com- 
posed of  the  two  boards  named.  The  local  or  ward  boards  located  lots  and 
erected  buildings  and  kept  them  in  repair.  The  board  of  control  appointed 
teachers  and  janitors,  supplied  fuel  and  incidentals.  Beginning  June,  1870, 
the  local  boards  were  abolished,  and  the  enlarged  city  constituted  as  one 
school  district  for  all  purposes.  The  board  of  directors,  as  now  formed,  is 
composed  of  eighteen  members,  three  from  each  ward. 

By  this  change  the  working  of  the  system  is  much  simplified  and  con- 
densed. Every  director  is  bound  to  take  an  interest  in  lots,  buildings, 
teachers,  &c,  no  matter  where  they  may  be  located.  The  whole  machinery 
is  in  the  hands  of  one  body,  and  complications  and  misunderstandings  are 
now  less  liable  to  arise  than  under  the  "  local "  system.  A  house  can  be 
erected  where  it  will  be  most  convenient  to  the  population,  regardless  ot 
ward  lines.  Sections  of  the  district  unable  to  build  fine  houses  under  ward 
divisions,  are  now  equal  in  rights  with  any  other  part  of  the  city. 
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Buildings. — Daring  the  year  two  houses  were  put  under  contract,  the 
first  for  four  teachers,  on  the  "single  teacher"  plan,  to  be  completed  Sep- 
tember, 1871 ;  and  the  second  on  the  same  plan,  for  eight  teachers,  to  be 
finished  September,  1872.  Both  of  these  buildings  will  be  a  credit  to  the 
board  and  to  the  city.  In  substantial  structure,  architectural  beauty,  con- 
venience and  fine  finish,  they  will  bear  comparison  with  any  school  build- 
ings in  the  country. 

The  board  of  this  city  do  not  favor  large  buildings,  holding  that  it  is 
best  to  build  many  houses  than  few,  so  that  the  younger  pupils  may  be  ac- 
commodated near  their  homes.  A  school  building  may  be  too  small  as  well 
as  too  large.  A  large  school  allows  of  closer  classification,  and  hence  better 
teaching.  It  seems  best  to  build  in  dimensions  that  seem  rather  large  at 
the  time,  for,  as  the  population  becomes  more  and  more  dense,  want  of  con- 
venient room  should  not  come  up,  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  the  build- 
ing. Besides  the  first  cost  of  lots  for  small  houses  are  about  the  same  as 
for  those  that  are  larger,  and  many  of  the  incidentals  of  a  four-teacher 
house  are  about  the  same  in  cost  as  those  of  an  eight  or  a  ten-teacher  house. 

By  improvements  and  repairs  the  board  has,  through  the  year,  made 
school  rooms  more  convenient  and  pleasant. 

The  spirit  of  the  board  in  respect  to  buildings  and  furniture  is  up  with 
the  times. 

Teachers. — The  teachers  engaged  in  the  schools  have,  as  a  class,  labored 
to  give  such  instruction  as  gives  true  mental  discipline,  practical  indepen- 
dence and  a  love  for  school  work.  Some  of  our  teachers  excel  in  general 
culture,  text-book  knowledge  and  teaching  power.  The  number  would  be 
greater,  but  the  salaries  paid  cannot  command  experienced  teachers  of  ac- 
knowledged success.  Much  of  our  primary  instruction  is  given  by  young 
teachers,  not  a  few  of  whom  are  beginners.  The  board,  in  view  of  economy 
and  encouraging  those  that  wish  to  become  teachers,  has  for  several  years 
appointed  a  class  of  teachers  called  pupil-teachers,  the  appointment  ex- 
tending through  a  term ;  the  pupil-teacher  to  attend  the  high  school  and 
teachers'  institute  when  not  teaching.  This  plan  has  worked  well  in  most 
respects.  Already  several  pupil-teachers  have  grown  into  successful  regular 
teachers,  having  graduated  at  the  high  school  in  the  meantime.  The  plan 
has  its  weak  points,  but  it  has  so  many  good  ones  that,  unless  salaries  are 
such  as  to  call  in  first-class  teachers,  no  better  one  can  be  put  in  its  place. 

Teachers'1  Institute. — The  institute  has  been  well  attended  during  the 
year,  and  the  interest  live  and  earnest.  In  a  large  body  of  teachers  there 
will  always  be  a  few  that  do  not  seem  to  take  hold  of  institute  work  as 
readily  and  as  earnestly  as  others,  still  the  number  connected  with  the  in- 
stitute that  has  not  worked  earnestly  as  teachers  is  too  small  for  formal 
notice.     The  subjects  presented  at  the  several  sessions  were  :  Continental 
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pronunciation,  pronunciation  of  English  words  liable  to  be  mispronounced, 
philosophy  and  chemistry,  vocal  culture,  theory  and  practice  of  teaching, 
questions  of  general  interest  in  science,  art,  history,  &c. 

Teachers1  Examination. — The  yearly  examination  of  teachers  is  still  kept 
up,  not  to  enable  the  Superintendent  to  determine  who  of  the  experienced 
are  to  have  certiQcates,  and  the  grade  of  the  same,  but  as  a  test  of  the  work 
of  the  institute,  and  to  enable  the  teacher  to  see  for  himself  or  herself 
whether  progress  over  former  examinations  has  been  made.  The  exami- 
nation enables  those  concerned  in  the  management  of  the  schools  to  see 
who  are  ambitious  to  excel,  and  as  salaries  are  graded  somewhat  to  schol- 
arship, as  well  as  to  place,  the  deserving  are  apt  to  be  brought  to  favorable 
notice. 

Credit  is  given  for  clearness  and  neatness  in  the  written  work  of  those 
examined.  There  is  a  marked  difference  between  knowing  a  thing  as  a 
scholar  and  knowing  the  same  as  a  teacher.  The  real  teacher  is  clear  in 
his  explanations  and  reasons.  When  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that 
every  mark,  figure,  word,  sentence,  &c,  made  by  the  teacher  makes  an  im- 
pression on  the  pupil,  favoring  system  and  neatness,  or  leading  to  slovenly 
habits,  the  importance  of  the  teacher  being  able  to  work  neatly  on  the 
board  or  on  paper,  is  evident. 

Pupils. — During  the  year  3,500  different  pupils  have  received  instruction 
in  the  different  schools.  The  per  centum  of  attendance  on  monthly  enrol- 
ment was  88.7 — a  gain  of  one  per  centum  over  last  year,  and  a  gain  of  11.8 
per  centum  over  that  of  four  years  ago.  The  enlargement  of  the  city 
brought  into  the  schools  considerable  material  that  had  never  been  regular 
in  school,  and  when  this  fact  is  taken  into  consideration  the  one  per  centum 
gain  is  highly  encouraging.  The  interest  of  pupils  in  their  studies  has 
been  stronger  than  during  the  previous  j-ear. 

Corporal  Punishment. — The  board  in  August  passed  a  rule  abolishing 
corporal  punishment.  Previously  to  this  rule,  the  teachers  were  required 
to  keep  a  full  record  of  each  case  of  corporal  punishment  inflicted,  giving 
age,  grade  and  offence  committed,  and  the  degree  of  punishment.  The  re- 
cord was  handed  in  at  the  close  of  each  school  month  for  examination  by 
the  board.  The  teachers  had  been  laboring  for  several  years  to  manage 
without  the  use  of  the  rod,  and  the  cases  reported  were  considered  few, 
when  the  number  of  children  in  the  schools  was  taken  into  account.  It 
seemed  to  a  fair  majority  of  the  boai'd,  that  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  pass 
from  a  little  whipping  to  none;  and  although  the  passage  of  the  rule  was 
objected  to  by  some  of  the  most  active  directors,  and  not  a  few  patrons 
were  stoutly  opposed  to  the  innovation,  the  rule  allowing  no  physical  pain, 
or  the  fear  of  it,  to  be  used  in  governing,  the  schools  passed  through  a  year 
of  successful  management.     Doubtless  it  has  been  harder  for  the  teachers, 
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for  when  child  and  parent  are  hand  in  hand  in  favor  of  the  rod,  and  the 
teacher  cannot  use  it,  up-hill  work  is  certain. 

The  question  of  corporal  punishment  is  not  as  to  its  being  right  or  wrong 
■per  se,  but  whether  in  the  schools  under  consideration,  it  is  expedient  to 
use  it  or  not. 

During  the  year  no  pupil  has  been  expelled,  and  but  three  suspended,  and 
those  for  two  weeks  only.  Children  have  often  been  sent  to  their  homes 
for  misconduct,  sometimes  with  notes  to  their  parents  stating  the  habitual 
conduct  of  the  pupil,  asking  for  co-operation.  The  rule  calls  for  better 
teaching  talent,  which  is  a  feature  beyond  price.  Taking  all  things  into 
view,  the  discipline  of  the  schools  has  never  been  as' good  as  now. 

Schools. — The  grades  during  the  }rear  were  one  high  school,  three  gram- 
mar, eight  intermediate,  twelve  primary  and  two  evening  schools.  The 
high  school,  although  called  an  experiment,  has  already  taken  a  stand  with 
the  best  schools  of  its  class.  President  Elliot,  of  Harvard  University,  in 
an  educational  speech  made  in  New  York  city  last  winter,  made  most  fa- 
vorable mention  of  the  high  school  in  Erie.  This  school  is  well  represented 
in  Harvard  College,  West  Point  Military  acadenrjyAmlierst  College  and 
Vassar  College. 

The  grammar  schools  have  made  fine  progress  during  the  year.  The  in- 
termediate and  primary  schools  have  done  well  in  tangible  results.  At  the 
close  of  two  terms,  one  day  of  "  examination  week"  was  spent  in  a  written 
examination  ;  the  work  as  done  by  the  pupil  and  criticised  by  the  teacher, 
was  sent  to  the  Superintendent  to  be  put  on  file  as  evidence  of  what  the  pu- 
pils, from  six  years  up,  could  do.  Printing,  writing  Roman  letters,  examples 
in  arithmetic,  from  simple  addition  to  difficult  business  problems,  compo- 
sitions, maps,  correcting  of  false  syntax,  &c.  The  work  of  each  class  was 
bound  together,  with  the  questions  as  prepared  by  the  Superintendent  an- 
nexed, so  any  one  can  see  how  pupils  and  teachers  work.  This  plan  has  been 
of  great  service  in  the  management  of  schools. 

Five  teachers  were  employed  in  the  German  schools.  The  evening- 
schools  were  not  all  successful.  Pleasant  weather  and  plenty  of  work  are 
not  favorable  to  evening  schools.  Work  brings  money  ;  pleasant  weather 
induces  to  loafing  and  attending  "shows,"  and  the  very  class  that  needs 
the  benefit  of  evening  schools  are  slow  to  attend  them  so  long  as  "  money 
is  easy"  and  entertainments  plenty.  Vocal  music  has  been  taught  by  a 
professional  teacher.     Results  cheering. 

Instruction. — Too  much  space  has  alread}'  been  taken  up,  but  it  seems 
that  something  should  be  said  about  methods  of  instruction.  In  primary 
rooms  pupils  are  put  to  writing  in  preference  to  printing.  Spelling  is 
taught  principally  by  the  written  methods.  As  pupils  are  required  to 
write  in  every  study  pursued,  the  drill  in  spelling  is  broad  and  practical. 
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In  reading,  the  meaning  of  the  author  is  made  of  the  first  importance. 
Our  text-books  in  arithmetic  are  without  answers  and  the  examples  of  the 
books  form  but  a  small  part  of  the  scholar's  work.  More  than  half  of  the 
work  presented  for  the  student  to  perform  in  arithmetic  is  original  with 
the  teacher.  Every  possible  way  is  contrived  to  make  the  classes  quick 
and  correct,  and  independent  of  "answers,"  suggestions  or  hints.  "  Puz* 
zles  "  are  ignored  until  pupils  are  good  in  things  that  spring  from  every- 
day life.  In  geography,  map  drawing  forms  a  distinct  feature.  In  English 
grammar  the  aim  is  to  understand  the  "right  use"  of  the  noun,  adjective, 
pronoun,  verb,  &c.  The  first  and  last  work  with  grammar  scholars  is 
making  the  incorrect  correct,  or  showing  why  the  correct  is  correct.  Some 
time  and  energy  are  given  to  gradation  of  work  by  difficulties.  In  teach- 
ing letters, easiest  first ;  addition  of  common  fractions  follows  subtraction; 
division,  multiplication  ;  multiplication  the  simple  reduction  of  mixed  num- 
bers and  improper  fractions.  The  question  with  the  teacher  is,  "  What 
are  the  difficulties  in  teaching  this  branch,  and  what  is  their  order  of  gra- 
dation?" 

Conclusion. — The  work  of  the  Superintendent  has  nearly  doubled  in 
amount  in  four  j-ears.  The  last  year  has  been  one  of  many  new  duties. 
The  relations  of  the  Superintendent  with  the  board,  teachers  and  patrons 
have  been  as  pleasant  as  one  could  wish.  The  year's  work  is  done,  and 
with  the  same  devotion  to  the  cause,  and  willingness  to  work,  the  new  year 
is  besum. 
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The  combined  work  of  the  educational  forces  of  the  city  during  the  }Tear, 
and  the  condition  of  the  schools  resulting  therefrom,  are,  in  the  main,  sat- 
isfactory and  encouraging. 

Buildings  and  Furniture. — The  Seventh  ward  house  has  been  enlarged 
by  the  addition  of  two  school  rooms  and  two  recitation  rooms,  furnished 
with  the  latest  style  of  ventilation,  first-class  furniture,  and  all  appliances 
for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  teachers  and  pupils. 

Eight  other  rooms  have  also  been  supplied  with  good  furniture  during 
the  year,  and  arrangements  are  being  made  to  supply  two  more  before  the 
fall  opening  of  the  schools.  When  this  shall  have  been  done  every  occu- 
pied school  room  in  the  city  will  be  furnished  with  modern  styles  of  furni- 
ture— very  many  with  the  best  styles  in  the  market.  The  committee  who 
have  charge  of  this  matter  deserve  credit  for  the  promptness  with  which 
they  have  attended  to  this  important  duty. 
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Apparatus. — Suitable  helps  for  illustration  are  still  wanting  in  many  of 
the  schools,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  aids  may  be  furnished  as  will 
tempt  teachers  to  more  originality  and  less  text-book. 

Gradation. — Some  of  the  schools  have  been  graded  within  the  year,  and 
the  gradation  of  the  urban  schools  is  now  nearly  as  uniform  as  the  locali- 
ties and  conditions  of  the  school  buildings  will  permit. 

Colored  Schools. — These  have  also  been  graded,  and  there  arc  now  one 
secondary  and  two  primary  schools,  which  afford  this  class  of  our  citizens 
all  the  advantages  of  public  schools  that  anybody  else  enjoys,  and  appa- 
rently a  good  deal  more  than  they  seem  willing  to  make  use  of.  The  ac- 
commodations of  these  schools  are  more  than  equal  to  the  demands  at  pre- 
seut,  and  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  they  will  always  be  at  least  equal  to  their 
demands,  whatever  these  may  be. 

Music. — The  advantages  of  music  in  a  course  of  liberal  education  are  too 
generally  admitted  here  to  need  any  defence  or  elaboration.  Instruction 
in  this  branch  was  hitherto  confined  to  the  higher  grades  of  the  schools ; 
but  last  year  it  was  decided  to  have  singing  in  all  the  schools,  conducted 
in  the  primary  schools  by  regular  teachers,  with  occasional  supervision  of 
the  professor  of  music.  This  is  the  foundation  of  a  first-rate  system. 
Teachers  of  the  different  grades  ought  to  teach  music  in  its  various  steps 
just  as  they  teach  reading  or  arithmetic  ;  but  as  this  is  a  new  requirement, 
its  success  will  depend  very  much  on  the  ability  and  willingness  of  the  teach- 
ers. The  programme  of  work  laid  out  for  the  professor  of  music  is  too  large. 
The  employment  of  an  assistant,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  superintend 
the  singing  in  the  lower  grade  schools  and  instruct  the  teachers  in  the  ele- 
ments of  music,  would  give  this  matter  an  impetus  which  is  much  needed, 
but  which  the  present  semi-involuntary  system  will  not  attain  in  a  long 
while. 

Drawing. — This  branch  has  been  introduced  into  all  the  schools  within 
the  last  year,  and  very  much  on  the  same  plan  as  music  is  taught.  The 
time  has  been  too  short  to  judge  of  what  can  be  accomplished,  and  some 
years  will  undoubtedly  elapse  before  the  community  will  give  it  such  cor- 
dial support  as  is  necessary  to  secure  the  best  results.  The  testimony  of 
all  who  have  examined  its  woi kings  in  this  country  and  Europe  is  unani- 
mous in  its  favor.  The  practical  value  of  a  knowledge  of  this  art  in  any 
department  of  human  labor  ought  to  be  too  evident  to  need  elaboration. 
The  plan  adopted  by  the  committee  of  having  instruction  given  to  the  gen- 
eral teacher  by  the  professional  teacher  is  probably  the  best  that  could  be 
devised,  and  if  vigorously  administered  must,  in  the  end,  outlive  opposi- 
tion and  work  its  way  into  favor,  as  all  innovations  must,  against  the  op- 
posing tide  of  ignorance  and  prejudice,  or  that  more  genteel  but  not  less 
15  School  Rep. 
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troublesome  obstacle  which  we  are  wont  to  flatter  with  the  name  of  con- 
servatism. 

Night  Schools. — Three  evening  schools  were  opened  last  November,  one 
for  girls  and  two  for  boys.  The  former  was  a  failure  ab  initio.  The  latter 
opened  with  very  large  numbers,  were  graded  and  taught  by  experienced 
and  efficient  teachers,  but  the  number  of  pupils  soon  dwindled  down  so  low 
that  the  schools  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  successful.  The  mass  of  the 
pupils  were  very  evidently  too  much  fatigued  from  the  day's  labors  to  do 
much  more  than  doze  over  their  work — to  say  nothing  of  that  small,  but 
perhaps  respectable,  minority  who  actually  went  to  sleep. 

Examinations. — The  examinations  of  classes  for  promotion  show  a  regu- 
lar approach  toward  uniformity  in  quantity  and  quality  of  work.  The 
pupils  of  nearly  all  these  classes  acquitted  themselves  in  a  wajr  that  was 
creditable  to  them  and  to  their  teachers,  as  well  as  gratifying  to  the  mem" 
bers  of  the  committee  that  were  present. 

Teachers. — It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  teachers  generally 
have  labored  hard  and  faithfulby,  and  have  done  their  work  well.  Man}'  of 
them,  however,  might  very  much  lighten  their  labors  in  the  school  room,  if 
the}r  would  avail  themselves  more  of  such  helps  as  professional  reading  and 
the  district  institute  afford.  Uneducated  labor  is  always  the  hardest,  yet 
there  are  many  teachers  who  never  think  of  acting  on  the  suggestion  of 
anybody  else,  and  who  practically  ignore  all  new  things  because  they  are 
new.  Some  devote  themselves  so  wholly  to  their  work  and  do  it  so  well, 
as  to  deserve  more  substantial  recognition  than  a  Superintendent's  report 
can  give.  The  salaries  of  such  teachers  is  by  no  means  proportionate  to 
the  services  rendered,  and  the  public,  in  many  cases,  are  too  little  acquain- 
ted with  the  working  of  the  schools  to  appreciate  the  difference  in  quality 
of  work,  and  hence  they  fail  to  accord  even  a  just  recognition  of  merit. 

Obstacles  to  Improvement. — Too  much  time  and  labor  are  spent  in  some 
of  the  lower  grade  schools,  in  aimless,  unpractical  work.  In  primary  arith- 
metic e.  o\,  attempts  are  made  at  the  mastery  of  the  rationale  of  the  work. 
Pnpils  consequently  get  a  smatter  of  something  which  is  supposed  to  be 
very  learned,  but  which  is  really  next  to  useless  because  it  is  not  under- 
stood, and  the}'  are  not  able  to  do  the  work  of  the  ground  rules  at  an  age 
when  this  work  ought  to  be  familiar  to  them  as  their  alphabet.  Text-books 
are  much  at  fault  in  this  matter.  The  analytic  methods  which  have  for 
years  been  flaunted  in  our  faces — the  system  that  divides  the  multiplication 
tables,  as  well  as  conjugations  and  declensions,  into  diluted  homoeopathic 
doses — however  judicious  it  may  seem,  and  however  much  it  may  commend 
itself  to  the  judgment  of  the  adult  who  has  already  mastered  the  subject, 
is  not  suited  to  the  youthful  mind.  It  attempts  to  cultivate  other  faculties 
at  the  expense  of  the  memory,  which  ought  to  be  carefully  exercised  upon 
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such  matter  as  must  at  some  time  or  other  be  learned,  and  which  should 
be  in  a  form  compact  and  ready  for  prompt  application  in  the  mere  diflicult 
and  extended  departments  of  stud}'.  The  pupil  who  must  count  fingers  or 
strokes  in  solving  questions  in  interest  or  square  root  has  wasted  precious 
time  somewhere. 

The  apathy  and  indifference  of  the  community  are  a  serious  drawback  to 
the  efficiency  of  our  schools.  Nobody  visits  schools  except  directors.  Even 
at  examinations  for  promotion,  when  parents  ought  to  show  an  interest,  if 
ever,  nobody  attends  except  the  members  of  the  committee,  who  deserve 
more  credit  than  will  ever  be  accorded  to  them,  for  faithful  and  unselfish 
devotion  to  this  part  of  their  duty. 

The  work  of  teaching  ought  not  to  cause  the  nervous  exhaustion  which 
it  does  cause,  and  it  would  not  if  parents  took  that  interest  in  the  educa- 
cation  of  their  children  which  they  ought  to  take,  and  until  this  apathy  is 
supplanted  by  a  livelier  interest  on  the  part  of  patrons,  our  schools  will  and 
must  remain  only  mediocre. 

High  Schools. — The  two  high  schools  ought  to  be  consolidated,  and  a 
proper  building  should  be  provided  for  them.  They  ought  to  be  put  on  a 
footing  that  would  make  admission  and  graduation  an  object  worthy  the 
ambition  of  scholars  and  the  pride  of  parents.  This  would  be  one  step  to- 
ward securing  that  outside  stimulus  for  the  schools  which  they  have  never 
3*et  enjoyed,  and  which  is  absolutely,  necessary  to  the  success  of  any  sys- 
tem of  graded  schools. 

Salaries. — The  salaries  of  the  teachers  are  too  low.  Three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  for  assistantships  in  primary  schools  is  a  suspiciously  small 
sum.  Nobody  can  afford  to  spend  time  or  money  to  learn  any  business  with 
the  prospect  of  such  salaries.  It  is  "nae  journey  work"  one  can  expect 
for  such  pay,  but  only  incipient  apprenticeship.  The  story  is  old,  to  be 
sure,  and  oft  told,  yet  few  people  believe  that  it  requires  more  tact,  and 
skill,  and  knowledge  of  the  human  mind  to  teach  children  of  six  than  of 
sixteen  years.  Those  who  have  tried  both  know  that  it  does  ;  and  in  this, 
as  in  any  other  business,  skill  and  tact  and  genius  ought  to  be  paid.  A 
premium  of  a  certain  per  centum  above  the  regular  salary  for  successful 
and  intelligent  teaching  would  be  a  deserved  reward  for  the  efficient,  and 
a  strong  inducement  for  all  to  become  efficient. 

Punishments. — The  cases  of  punishment  which  have  come  under  the  no- 
tice of  any  officers  outside  of  the  school  room  have  been  gratifyingly  few. 
The  government  of  our  schools  is  good — perhaps  I  ought  to  say  very  o-o-od. 
Parents  generally  (not  universally)  sustain  the  teachers  in  this  difficult  de- 
partment of  their  labors. 

Attendance — The  attendance  this  year  has  been  considerably  balow  that 
of  last  year — about  seven  per  centum  lower,  which  fact  is  neither  gratifying 
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nor  encouraging.  An  unusual  amount  of  sickness  among  pupils  during  the 
year  will  account  for  part  of  this  falling  off;  but  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
there  is,  and  always  has  been,  such  irregularity  of  attendance  in  our  schools 
as  has  seriously  interfered  with  their  progress  and  well  being.  The  boys' 
high  school  continues  to  be  a  notable  example  of  this  damaging  irregularity. 

Chnvijr  of  Teacher*. —  Permanent  and  temporary  changes  of  teachers, 
occasioned  by  resignations  and  sickness  of  regular  teachers,  have  been  so 
frequent  this  year  as  to  retard,  very  pereoptibl}',  the  progress  of  some  of 
the  schools.  Such  changes,  during  terms,  are  alwa\-s  detrimental,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  there  will  be  less  necessity  for  them  hereafter. 

Helps  to  Improvement. — The  district  institute  keeps  the  even  tenor  of  its 
way  and  is  doing  some  good.  The  Count}*  Institute  did  good  work,  much 
of  which  was  re  produced  in  the  schools,  and  the  interest  manifested  by  the 
community  was  as  unexpected  as  it  was  gratifying.  The  press  of  the  city 
has  shown  itself  friendly  to  our  schools,  and  as  newspapers  do  so  much 
toward  forming  public  opinion,  upon  which,  after  all,  the  success  of  public 
schools  must  depend,  it  is  especialh*  gratifying  to  have  such  allies. 

Schools. — The  whole  number  of  schools  is  fifty,  divided  into  grades  as 
follows :  two  high  schools,  six  grammar,  eight  intermediate,  ten  seeondar}*, 
nineteen  primary  and  five  ungraded.  Total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  dur- 
ing the  3'ear, four  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-seven.  Average  monthly 
enrolment,  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  eight3'-three.  Finally,  while 
we  are  sure  of  having  made  substantial  progress  in  .gome  respects,  we  are 
equally  sure  that  there  is  still  room  enough  for  the  fullest  exercise  of  the 
industry  aud  ability  of  all  upon  whom  is  devolved  the  duty  of  educating 
the  young. 
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School  Houses. — We  have  three  buildings,  one  in  each  of  the  three  wards 
of  this  district.  The  following  form  will  perhaps  tell  best  our  wants  and 
condition  in  this  department. 

Attendance,  capacity  of  buildings  and  number  without  proper  seats. 

Sixth  Ward Whole  number  of  boys,  356  ;  girls,  246— total,  602.  Av- 
erage number  of  boys,  186  ;  girls,  131 — total,  317.  Capacity  of  building, 
200.     Average  number  unprovided  with  seats,  117. 

Fifth  Ward.— Whole  number  of  boys,  7U;  girls,  631— total,  1,345.  Av- 
erage number  of  boys,  262;  girls,  210 — total,  472.  Capacity  of  building, 
400.     Average  number  unprovided  with  seats,  72. 

Fourth  Ward — Whole  number  of  b:>ys,  432;  girls,  355 — total,  787.  Av- 
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erage  number  of  boys,  178;  girls,  212 — total,  390.     Capacity  of  building, 
200.     Average  number  unprovided  with  seats,  190. 

The  unusually  large  number  of  pupils'  names  on  the  rolls  is  not,  perhaps, 
a  safe  criterion  to  judge  of  our  wants  in  regard  to  room,  as  this  was  caused 
by  the  suspensions,  but  the  averages  given  above  -will  pretty  correctly  give 
the  proper  number  to  be  provided  for  the  coming  year. 

WORK    OF    THE    SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  duties  of  the  Superintendent  are  as  various  as  are  the  avocations, 
temperaments  and  nationalities  with  which  he  has  to  deal,  and  a  failure  to 
recognize  this  fact  would  eventuate  in  a  sorry  condition  of  things  in  our 
schools.  That  he  has  performed  his  dut\'  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  body, 
is  more  than  we  expect,  and  we  would  add,  more  than  we  desire.  That 
we  have  endeavored  to  do  our  duty  will  appear  from  the  evidence  of  our 
work  in  and  about  the  schools. 

Grading. — The  premises  upon  which  we  have  acted  in  regulating  the  va- 
rious grades  in  the  different  departments  have  been,  that  we  are  instructing 
the  children  of  those  who,  as  a  rule,  intend  taking  them  from  school  at  an 
early  age,  for  the  purpose,  in  too  many  cases,  of  pandering  to  the  greed  of 
selfish  parents,  and,  as  a  consequence,  we  are  obliged  to  advance  them  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  almost  regardless  of  the  ill  effects  of  hasty  work.  The 
alphabet  is  barely  learned  before  the  First  Reader  is  taken  up,  and  be- 
fore it  is  finished  as  it  should  be,  the  Second  must  be  taken,  and  the  pupil 
must  be  advanced  to  the  next  grade,  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  to 
learn,  at  least,  to  write  his  own  name  before  being  sent  out  into  the  world, 
never  again  to  see  the  inside  of  a  school  room.  Still  worse  than  this,  we 
have  been  obliged  to  take  primary  pupils,  (who,  while  being  scarcely  able 
to  call  the  alphabet,)  and  form  them  into  writing  classes,  they  being  from 
nine  to  eleven  years  of  age,  so  that  they  may  have  some  slight  idea  of  pen- 
manship before  leaving  school. 

The  intermediate  grades  have  to  be  dealt  with  in  like  manner,  so  that  it 
is  impossible  to  keep  up  to  such  a  standard  of  proficiency  as  is  to  be  ex- 
pected in  a  well  regulated  graded  school.  The  grammar  department  has 
not  wholly  escaped  this  demoralizing  condition  of  affairs.  Yet*  we  are 
quite  sure  it  will  compare  favorably  with  the  schools  of  similar  grades  in 
the  count}'.  The  higher  department  has  been  kept  to  as  high  a  standard 
as  possible.  The  studies  usuall}'  pursued  in  like  grades  in  other  schools 
have  not  been  neglected,  and  we  have  a  large  number  of  pupils  in  atten- 
dance who  for  thoroughness  and  proficienc}'  will  rank  second  to  none  of  a 
similar  grade  in  the  State. 

Visits. — I  have  visited  all  the  schools  as  often  as  practicable,  and  during 
my  visits  have  endeavored  to  awaken  the  right  spirit  in  both  teachers  and 
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pupils,  by  earnestly  trying  to  impress  upon  their  minds  the  importance  of 
acquiring  proper  habits  of  thought  and  conduct.  This,  together  witli  as- 
sisting teachers  in  conducting  exercises  and  class  drills,  has  always  made 
the  visiting  of  schools  the  most  agreeable  duty  I  have  to  perforin. 
.  Teachers. — TVe  commenced  the  year  with  a  corps  of  twenty  teachers,  but 
when  the  suspension  took  place  we  were  obliged  to  increase  the  number  to 
twenty-four.  That  they  have  earnestly  performed  their  duty  will  appear 
from  the  following :  From  the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  each  teacher 
has  been  obliged  to  oversee,  direct,  &c,  114.  They  have  attended  regu- 
larly the  semi-monthly  institutes,  and  as  a  part  of  that  duty  have  never 
failed  to  present  and  read  a  written  report  of  the  various  exercises,  drills, 
&c,  conducted  by  them  during  the  two  weeks  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the 
institute.  They  also,  at  a  considerable  expense  to  themselves,  attended  the 
annual  County  Institute,  at  Kingston,  and  while  there  never  failing  to  be 
present  at  every  session  of  the  institute.  This,  together  with  their  atten- 
dance at  the  Normal  Institute  held  here  during  the  vacation,  must  convince 
all  that  the  teachers  of  Hyde  Park  have  nobly  done  their  duty  during  the 
past  j'ea  and  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  parents  of  the  pupils  and 
the  generous  consideration  of  the  directors. 

District  Institutes. — We  have  held  them  every  two  weeks,  and  as  a  means 
for  the  advancement  of  the  schools  they  cannot  be  over-estimated.  To 
properly  conduct  them  requires  much  study  and  skill,  but  with  the  help  of 
a  willing  and  earnest  corps  of  teachers  it  may  really  be  considered  the 
right  arm  of  the  graded  school  system. 

Directors. — To  the  directors,  personally,  I  am  thankful  for  many  acts  of 
kindness,  and  as  a  body  I  must  confess,  in  my  own  behalf,  as  well  as  for 
the  teachers  whom  I  represent,  that  wherever  or  whenever  they  have  ap- 
pealed to  them  for  the  recognition  of  the  rights  of  teachers  they  have  never 
failed  to  respond  in  a  manly  and  liberal  spirit. 

Press. — To  the  Republican,  Democrat  and  Daily  Times  we  are  indebted 
for  many  little  courtesies,  as  well  as  for  many  cheering  paragraphs  and  no- 
tices, and  hoping  that  they  may  be  as  highly  estimated  by  their  patrons  as 
the}*  are  by  our  teachers,  we  close  this,  our  first,  report  by  wishing  that 
ever}'  oile  had  the  same  desire  for  the  success  of  our  common  school  sys- 
tem that  is  often  expressed  by  the  editors  of  the  above-named  papers. 


MEADYILLE.— W.  C.  J.  Hall. 

During  the  year  the  high  school  building  has  been  very  thoroughly  re- 
paired and  re-furnished  with  single  desks.  One  of  the  directors,  Arthur 
Cullum,  Esq.,  after  giving  his  personal  attention  to  the  repairs,  generously 
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donated  three  groups  of  Rogers's  statuettes  and  a  number  of  fine  chromos, 
to  render  the  school  room  cheerful  and  attractive. 

This  city  now  possesses  a  complete  set  of  school  buildings,  well  furnished 
and  in  excellent  repair.  They  are  all  surrounded  with  grounds  well  fenced 
and  adorned  with  trees  and  shrubbery. 

Educational  Progress. — The  introduction  of  frequent  written  reviews  is 
the  special  feature  of  this  year's  work.  The  amount  of  labor  entailed  upon 
the  teachers  thereby  has  been  immense,  but  the  results  have  been  very 
satisfactory.  Not  only  has  there  been  a  very  marked  improvement  in  the 
penmanship,  spelling,  arrangement  and  neatness  of  the  papers  presented, 
but  there  has  also  been  a  very  perceptible  progress  in  the  habit  of  accurate 
thinking,  produced,  undoubtedly,  by  the  quietude  of  a  written  exercise. 

The  offer  of  examination  for  special  promotion  during  term  time  has 
called  out  the  strenuous  efforts  of  many  pupils  to  win  it.  Much  caution 
has  been  required  to  prevent  children  of  delicate  constitutions  from  being 
over  worked. 

In  the  primary,  alwa}Ts  the  most  important  department  of  the  schools, 
better  results  have  been  obtained  than  during  any  previous  year.  Every 
word  presented  to  the  eye  has  been  written  upon  the  slates. 

The  completion  of  the  high  school  building  has  afforded  the  much  need- 
ed opportunity  of  re-organizing  the  school  and  revising  its  curriculum  of 
study.  Its  present  state  of  efficiency  is  due,  in  a  very  large  measure,  to  the 
talent  and  unwavering  industry  of  its  principal,  Miss  H.  K.  Davis. 

Teacher's  Institutes  have  been  conducted  much  upon  the  plan  of  last 
year.  Some  of  the  young  ladies  connected  with  the  high  school  have  avail- 
ed themselves  of  these  meetings  to  get  an  insight  into  the  mysteries  of 
teaching,  and  occasionally  a  director  has  been  present. 

The  School  Board  has  been  energetic  and  harmonious  in  its  action  during 
the  year.  Many  of  the  directors  have  made  frequent  visits  to  the  schools. 
Much  credit  is  especially  due  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Lenhart,  who  has  spent  one  or 
two  days  of  each  week  in  unrequited  labor  calculated  to  advance  the  in- 
terests of  the  Department. 

The  Colored  School  Question  has  monopolized  an  undue  share  of  public 
attention  during  the  }Tear. 

There  are  not  enough  African  children  in  the  city  to  sustain  by  them- 
selves a  graded  school,  and  their  parents,  in  view  of  the  improved  prospects 
before  them  since  the  passage  of  the  Fifteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, naturally  enough  desire  for  them  an  equal  chance  in  the  preparation 
for  life's  duties  with  white  children.  They  are,  therefore,  dissatisfied  that 
their  children  should  be  forced  to  attend  a  primitive  district  school,  while 
those  of  their  neighbors  enjoy  all  the  modern  improvements.  Upon  being 
petitioned  to  do  so,  the  board  first  abolished  the  colored  school,  and  then, 
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under  the  pressure  of  public  sentiment  from  an  opposite  quarter,  restored  it 
for  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and  ten.  Advantage  was  taken  of  the 
then  highly  excited  state  of  the  public  mind  to  defeat,  at  the  last  election, 
some  of  the  best  school  directors  in  the  city.  Since  that  time,  however,  many 
citizens  have  made  a  careful  investigation  of  the  subject,  and  have  come  to 
t,he  conclusion  that  they  will  not  tolerate  a  separate  school  at  the  expense 
of  several  hundred  dollars  a  year,  simply  to  gratify  the  prejudices  of  a  few. 

An  Evening  school  was  established  for  the  first  time  this  year,  and  under 
the  direction  of  au  efficient  male  teacher,  (formerly  a  County  Superinten- 
dent,) was  highly  successful.  The  experience  gained  will  very  naturally 
modify  the  plans  for  another  year. 

Conclusion. — The  patrons,  press  and  clergy,  with  one  exception,  have 
been  hearty  in  their  co-operation.  One  reverend  gentleman  took  occasion 
to  denounce  the  schools  publicly,  but  the  expression  received  not  the  slight- 
est countenance  or  sympathy  from  the  members  of  his  congregation. 

On  the  whole,  the  3Tear  has  been  one  of  substantial  progress,  and  the 
people  are  beginning  to  feel  that  the  sacrifices  that  they  were  at  first  called 
upon  to  make  are  fully  compensated  by  the  improved  results. 


PITTSBURG— Geo.  J.  Luckey. 

The  annual  pamphlet  report  issued  by  me,  through  the  Central  Board  of 
Education,  giving  a  full  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  the 
city  will,  I  presume,  obviate  the  necessity  of  a  very  lengthy  report  to  the 
State  Department  at  this  time.  I  will,  therefore,  only  refer  to  the  principal 
changes  and  improvements  made  during  the  }Tear,  without  dwelling  at  length 
upon  any  of  them. 

School  Buildings. — Four  school  buildings  on  the  most  improved  plan 
have  been  completed  during  the  year,  and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  on 
the  first  of  September.  They  are  located  as  follows:  Two  in  the  Oakland 
district,  each  containing  fifteen  rooms  and  a  large  and  well  arranged  as- 
sembly room;  one  of  four  rooms  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Washington 
district:  this  house  is  only  a  part  of  a  more  extended  plan  which  will  be 
carried  out  wThen  the  necessities  of  the  case  shall  require  it.  The  house 
previously  erected  in  this  district  is  found  to  be  entirely  too  small  to  ac- 
commodate the  rapidly  increasing  school  population  of  this  section  of  the 
city.  The  fourth  is  the  "Central  High  School  Building,"  which  is  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  feet  in  length  by  eighty  in  breadth,  and  contains  over 
thirty  rooms.  In  its  location,  plan,  style  and  finish,  it  is  one  of  the  finest 
public  school  buildings  in  America. 
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Four  other  buildings,  viz:  The  Liberty,  the  Lawrence,  the  Springfield 
and  the  Peebles  are  rapidly  approaching  completion,  and  will  be  ready  for 
occupancy  by  the  middle  of  the  coming  year.  These,  when  completed,  will 
make  thirteen  school  buildings  erected  within  four  years,  at  a  total  cost, 
including  grounds,  of  but  little  less  than  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Can  I  say  more  in  favor  of  the  progressive  spirit  of  our  people  in  school 
matters  than  is  contained  in  this  simple  recital  of  facts  ? 

School  Attendance. — In  18G8  there  was  an  average  attendance  of  four 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-two  pupils,  the  past  year  this  number  was 
increased  to  seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-six,  and  with  the 
increased  facilities  in  school  accommodations,  we  anticipate  a  still  more 
rapid  increase  in  numbers. 

By  comparison  it  will  be  found  that  but  few  cities  in  the  country  have  a 
greater  per  centum  of  their  population  in  attendance  at  the  public  schools 
than  Pittsburg. 

A  school  census,  taken  over  a  year  ago,  shows  nearly  five  thousand  children 
at  the  various  private  schools,  these,  however,  are  mostly  church  schools 
under  the  charge  of  Catholics,  Episcopalians  or  Lutherans,  there  being  few 
non-sectarian  schools  in  the  city. 

Our  educational  meetings  held  during  the  year  were  well  attended,  and 
good  results  are  very  noticeable  in  the  increased  general  interest  of  our 
people  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  public  education.  The  large  attendance 
at  the  dedicatory  exercises  of  the  several  new  school  buildings  shows  the 
interest  our  people  have  in  school  affairs,  and  leads  us  to  hope  for  the  speedy 
arrival  of  the  time  when  all  classes,  creeds  and  people  will  look  with  pride 
and  favor  upon  this  greatest  of  American  institutions,  "  The  Free  School 
System." 

The  public  school  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  of  our  city 
has  been  in  existence  for  over  two  years  and  its  practicability  and  useful- 
ness has  been  fully  shown.  It  has  an  average  attendance  of  between  twenty 
and  thirty  pupils  whose  progress  in  the  elements  of  an  education  has  been 
beyond  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  In  addition  to  the  support  given 
to  this  school  by  the  Central  Board  of  Education  in  suppling  rooms, 
teachers  and  books,  many  of  our  people  have  given  financial  as  well  a;; 
moral  support  to  this  enterprise.  A  cheap  boarding  house  has  been  opened 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  school,  where  the  children  of  indigent  parents, 
from  distant  parts  of  the  city,  are  supported  at  a  nominal  cost.  Contribu- 
tions in  favor  of  this  enterprise  have  been  liberally  made  by  our  charitable 
and  wealthy  citizens. 

Training  School. — The  training  school  established  two  }*ears  ago  for  the 
purpose  of  training  the  pupils  in  the  City  Normal  school  in  the  art  and 
practice  of  teaching,  is  still  in  successful  operation,  and  is  accomplishing 
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much  real  and  substantial  good.  The  quarters  now  occupied  are  totally 
unfit  for  school  purposes.  This  difficult}',  however,  will  cease  to  exist  after 
the  first  of  September,  when  the  school  will  be  moved  into  the  new  and  com- 
modious building  at  Soho. 


POTTSVILLE.— B.  F.  Patterson. 
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The  above  figures  are  based  upon  the  census  for  the  borough  of  Potts- 
ville,  taken  July,  1870. 

First  we  will  notice  some  of  the  irregularities  in  this  table.  There  were 
of  six-year  old  pupils  59  per  centum  out ;  of  seven  years  old,  27  per  centum 
out,  and  of  eight  years,  18  per  centum.  Thus  far  the  attendance  of  males 
and  females  is  the  same.  When  we  come  to  the  nine-year  old  girls  we  find 
23£>er  centum  out.  We  can  only  account  for  this  on  the  theory  that  it  is 
the  prevailing  opinion  among  the  masses  of  the  people  that  it  matters  little 
whether  girls  are  educated  or  not,  as  compared  with  boys.  The  latter 
must  learn  how  to  count  dollars  and  the  former  will  have  some  one  to 
count  for  them,  as  their  mothers  have.  Again,  during  the  first  3rears,  read- 
ing being  the  chief  studjr,  the  girls  make  better  progress  than  the  boys. 
Also  at  about  that  age  girls  begin  to  be  useful  about  the  house,  can  be 
trusted  with  the  smaller  children,  &c.  For  these  reasons  girls  of  this  age 
are  frecpuently  kept  out  for  a  whole  }Tear,  as  the  statistics  show. 

Now  when  we  come  to  the  fourth  year,  when  the  girls  are  ten  years  old, 
we  find  but  12  per  centum  out,  which  is  much  better  than  the  attendance 
of  the  boys.     These  girls  having  been  kept  out  one  year  see  that  their  for- 
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« 
mer  school  mates  are  getting  far  in  advance  of  them.     They  are  tired  of 

work  and  anxious  to  return  to  school.     The  parents  begin  to  have  some 

conscientious  scruples  with  regard  to  neglected  duty,  and  the  consequence 

is  that  the  girls  who  have  been  kept  out  are  sent  to  school  for  a  year.     13 ut 

these  same  girls  soon  become  discouraged,  having  lost  all  habits  for  study, 

being  behind  the  girls  of  their  age,  and  having  become  useful  at  home  are 

liable  to  be  kept  out  frequently.     Thus  they  lose  all  taste  for  school  and  are 

willing  to  stay  out  during  the  next  year.     In  this  manner,  after  having 

once  been  kept  out,  their  attendance  is  spasmodical  until  they  arrive  at  the 

age  of  thirteen  or  fourteen,  when  they  leave.     We  find  the  same  true  to 

some  extent  with  the  boys,  who  begin  one  year  later  to  be  irregular,  and 

hang  on  a  year  or  two  longer. 

It  will  be  seen  that  less  than  one-half  of  the  children  that  are  six  years 
old  are  in  school.  These  figures,  however,  do  not  give  the  educational  pro- 
gress of  the  children  of  that  age.  We  find  that  the  parents  who  are  likely 
to  take  their  children  from  school  at  an  early  age  send  them  early,  while 
those  who  are  better  able  to  send  their  children  a  greater  length  of  time  do 
not  begin  to  send  until  the  children  are  seven  or  eight  years  old.  These 
children  are  taught  at  home  and  have  other  advantages  which  place  them 
on  a  par  with  those  who  came  at  the  age  of  six. 

The  census  shows  that  an  average  of  about  three  hundred  children  be- 
came of  school  age  every  year.  If  these  children  were  all  to  attend  school 
during  the  years  between  six  and  seventeen  we  would  have  the  following 
numbers  in  each  grade  : 

Primary  schools,  (course  2  years,) 600 

Secondary. ..  .do. ..  .do  ....  do 600 

Sub-grammar.. do. . .  .do  ....  do 600 

Grammar  ....  do ....  do  ....  do 600 

Iligh do do.  3  ..  do 900 

Number  that  should  be  in  school 3,  300 


This  would  graduate  a  class  of  three  hundred  from  our  high  school  every 
year. 

It  would  appear  to  be  almost  miraculous,  yet  the  only  thing  that  pre- 
vents such  work  from  being  done  is  the  want  of  inclination  on  the  part  of 
parents.  If  we  could  keep  them  in  school  for  five  hours  per  day,  for  ten 
months  in  the  year,  during  the  space  of  eleven  years,  we  could  turn  out 
three  hundred  every  year  with  a  liberal  high  school  education.  What  a 
grand  opportunity  for  every  poor  man  in  the  borough  to  make  all  his  chil- 
dren rich  in  mind  and  independent  in  fortune ! 

But  returning  to  facts  as  we  find  them,  our  borough  has : 
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Whole  number  of  inhabitants 12,  381 

Enrolled  in  school  during  the  year 2,  386 

Average  monthly  enrolment , .  1 ,  783 

Average  daily  attendance 1,481 

Average  per  cent,  of  attendance  during  the  year .83 

Number  learning  their  letters,  (June  1,1811,) 44 

Number  spelling,  (in  the  book,) 260 

Number  in  First  Reader 143 

Number  in  Second  Reader 177 

Number  in  Third  Reader 195 

Number  in  Fourth  Reader 543 

Number  in  Fifth  Reader 575 

Visits  by  Superintendent  to  the  schools 755 

Visits  by  directors  to  schools 361 

Visits  by  parents  to  schools 355 

Visits  by  teachers  to  parents : . .  797 

During  the  last  year  the  directors  furnished  each  teacher  with  a  blank 
book.  In  this  book  is  placed  a  printed  copy  of  the  following,  which  ex- 
plains itself: 

"  teacher's  day-book." 

"■  In  this  book  all  causes  for  complaint  against  scholars  shall  be  recorded 
at  the  time  of  their  occurrence. 

When,  in  the  opinion  of  the  teacher,  it  is  necessary  to  punish  a  child,  all 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  offence  shall  le  written ;  also  the 
mode  of  punishment. 

"  Whenever  a  pupil  shall  be  in  the  habit  of  annoying  the  school,  from  time 
to  time,  by  trifling  affairs,  not  serious  in  themselves,  his  general  conduct 
shall  be  noted. 

"All  visits  from  parents  to  teacher,  or  from  teacher  to  parents,  where  the 
conduct  or  welfare  of  pupils  is  concerned,  shall  be  recorded  as  to  their 
cause  and  result.  State  whether  the  parents  are  willing  to  co-operate  with 
the  teacher. 

"  Upon  all  points  this  record  shall  be  as  full  and  explicit  as  would  be  re- 
quired by  an  investigating  committee  that  might  be  appointed  upon  com- 
plaint being  made  to  the  board." 

This  record  proves  a  safeguard  to  the  teacher  against  bad  boys  and  at 
the  same  time  does  away  with  much  miscellaneous  and  careless  tapping 
round  with  a  stick,  yet  the  advice  of  the  directors  to  the  teacher  is  to  "not 
spare  the  rod  when  its  use  is  deemed  best." 

Our  school  hours  are  from  nine  to  twelve  A.  M.  and  from  two  to  four  P. 
M.     This  is  based  upon  the  theory  that  two  hours  in  the  afternoon  is  quite 
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as  long  as  three  hours  in  the  forenoon.  In  looking  over  the  rolls  we  found 
that  almost  all  truancy  occurred  in  the  afternoon,  while  hundreds  of  notes 
came  asking  teachers  to  excuse  children  at  "  recess  in  the  afternoon."  We 
require  as  much  work  done  in  five  hours  as  was  formerly  done  in  six.  In 
order  to  accomplish  this,  pupils  are  required  to  prepare  part  of  their  les- 
sons at  home  ;  then  the  lessons  that  are  missed  during  the  day  are  recited 
from  four  to  five  in  the  afternoon.  In  all  the.  primary  schools  the  lower 
classes  are  heard  first,  and  as  soon  as  they  have  had  their  last  lesson  they 
are  dismissed  by  classes.  In  this  wa}r  we  seldom  find  those  who  have  ac- 
quired a  dislike  for  school,  as  is  the  case  where  small  scholars  are  obliged 
to  drag  out  six  long  hours,  which  to  them  lengthen  into  ages. 
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In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  a  law  which  imposes  upon  all  school 
Superintendents,  whether  county,  city  or  borough,  the  duty  of  making  a 
yearly  report  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  I  submit  the 
following  for  the  last  school  year  : 

School  Accomodations. — Two  school  houses  were  enlarged,  giving  three 
additional  rooms,  and  a  three  storied  brick  building  was  erected,  which  will 
be  read}7  for  occupanc}7  at  the  beginning  of  the  fall  term. 

Furniture. — Unsuitable  furniture  was  removed  from  a  number  of  rooms, 
and  its  place  supplied  by  furniture  of  the  most  approved  kind.  The  "  Ex- 
celsior globes"  were  introduced  into  all  the  schools  where  geography  was 
taught. 

School  Grounds. — Much  improvement  was  made  in  the  grounds  around 
the  high  school  building,  and  still  further  improvements  are  contemplated. 

Schools. — Allowing  each  teacher  to  represent  a  school,  we  have  forty-six 
schools.  Forty-three  of  these  are  graded  and  three  are  mixed — that  is,  con- 
tain each  two  grades. 

District  Institutes. — Twenty  district  institutes  were  held  during  the  year. 
The  percentage  of  attendance  upon  these  institutes  by  the  teachers,  was 
ninety-six.  The  value  of  the  district  institute,  as  an  educational  means,  has 
been  demonstrated  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  in  this  district.  We  have  not 
one  teacher,  of  any  merit,  who  does  not  regard  the  institute  as  an  indispen- 
sable requisite. 

Teachers. — The  year  closed  with  forty-six  lady  teachers,  ten  of  whom 
held  permanent,  five  professional  and  thirty-two  provisional  certificates. 
There  are  no  male  teachers  employed  in  the  public  schools  of  the  district. 

Examinations.  —  Two  public  and  four  special  examinations  were  held. 
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Twenty  of  those  examined  received  provisional  certificates,  three  received 
professional  certificates,  and  one  was  rejected.  The  average  grade  of  pro- 
visional certificates  was  two  and  five-tenths. 

Salaries. — The  highest  salary  paid  to  a  lady  principal  is  $550,  and  the 
lowest  $400.  The  highest  salary  paid  to  a  lady  assistant  is. $400,  and  the 
lowest  $350,  which  is  a  small  advance  over  the  preceding  year. 

Attendance. — The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  different  grades  dur- 
ing the  year  was  as  follows,  viz : 

Males.  Females.    Total. 

High  school 15  32  47 

1st  and  2d  grammar 92         115         207 

1st  and  2d  intermediate 491  580     1,071 

1st  and  2d  primary 1,189     1,105     2,354 

Total 1,787     1,892     3,679 


Superintendent's  Work. — During  the  year,  I  made  one  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty-six visits  to  the  schools  ;  taught  classes  daily  in  the  high  school  and  gram- 
mar schools;  directed  all  transfers  and  promotions  of  pupils;  held  twenty 
district  institutes;  two  public  and  four  special  examinations;  attended 
meetings  of  the  school  board  twice  every  month,  and  presented  twelve 
monthly  and  one  annual  report  to  the  same. 
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In  my  last  report  I  merely  hinted  at  the  existence  of  our  high  school  de- 
partment, as  its  organization  had  not  been  followed  by  an  entire  year's  ex- 
periment and  effort.  We  now  have  to  record  the  admirable  adjustment  of 
forces  in  this  department,  and  the  happy  influence  which  it  already  exerts 
upon  all  the  departments  which  it  spans  and  unifies.  In  its  history,  and  in 
the  history  of  the  successes  of  these  schools,  we  are  happy  to  make  men- 
tion of  the  very  efficient  labors  of  George  W.  Guthrie,  who  has  just  left  us 
for  another  sphere  of  labor.  Into  his  hands,  three  years  ago,  was  committed 
a  mass  of  very  ill-shapen  and  unpromising  material.  The  first  year  of  his 
effort  was  devoted  to  measuring  the  capability  and  disciplining  the  forces 
of  the  grammar  department.  In  the  midwinter  of  1869-70,  the  better  ele- 
ments of  this  department  were  gathered  into  a  high  school,  Mr.  Guthrie 
being  made  principal,  and  we  have,  through  his  capability,  earnestness  and 
conscientiousness,  to  record  the  marked  success  of  pupils  in  all  their  studies. 
No  ordinary  success  demands  the  mention  of  results,  during  the  first  year  of 
effort  in  the  high  school.    Classes  have  completed  the  study  of  higher  rhet- 
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oric,  English  literature,  etymology,  physical  geography,  book-keeping, 
science  of  government,  geometry,  chemistry  and  botany.  German,  drawing 
and  vocal  music  have  been  introduced,  and  we  need  only  Latin  and  Greek 
to  complete  our  course,  and  to  enable  us  to  make  the  effort  so  successfully 
made  in  other  graded  schools.  Our  board  have  hesitated  to  introduce  these 
studies,  in  view  of  some  supposed  opposition  in  the  community.  Conse- 
quently several  parents  have  been  obliged  to  withdraw  their  sons  from  these 
schools,  and  from  the  most  valuable  opportunities  for  study  in  other  branches 
that  we  are  allowed  to  teach,  and  these  pupils  are  sent  to  a  practising  phy- 
sician and  classical  scholar  in  a  neighboring  village,  at  the  expense  of  time 
and  distance,  no  less  than  of  money.  The  course  seems  remarkably  absurd 
and  can  hardly  long  continue.  There  is  now  no  classical  school  in  the 
place,  and  the  people  must  look  to  these  common  schools  for  all  the  advan- 
tages their  children  require,  or  must  make  other  provision. 

CO-EDUCATION    OF    THE    SEXES.    • 

Simultaneously  with  our  experiment  "in  organizing  the  high  school,  we 
attempted  what  at  one  time  would  have  seemed  extremely  hazardous.  From 
the  organization  and  grading  of  the  schools  in  1866  until  1810,  we  Lad 
contended  with  the  odious  insinuation  that  boys  and  girls  could  not  be  al- 
lowed to  occupy  the  same  room  for  study.  As  a  provoking  cause  of  diffi- 
culty, at  least  as  a  circumstantial  helper  in  increasing  it,  and  in  embarrass- 
ing our  project,  was  a  partition  wall  two  feet  in  thickness  always  frowning 
upon  us  its  false  philosophy,  with  its  base  innuendo  and  its  material  taunt. 
But  with  no  ordinarily  deep  conviction  that  a  school — and,  I  may  as  well 
add,  a  college — is  to  take  the  young  just  as  the}'  are  found  in  society,  we 
virtually — who  will  not  add  virtuously? — removed  this  "Chinese  wall,"  and 
we  are  by  no  means  surprised  at  failing  to  "catch  a  Tartar."  Discipline 
has  never  for  a  moment  appeared  to  be  more  difficult.  The  influence  ex- 
erted by  each  sex  upon  the  studious  habits  of  the  other  has  been  salutary, 
disposing  both  to  more  ambitious  efforts;  and  we  can  also  see  the  refining 
influence  of  the  girls  upon  the  boys. 

RESULTS. 

As  I  mentioned  in  my  former  report,  the  introduction  of  a  roll  of  honor 
for  summing  up  results  each  month,  has  stimulated  pupils  in  all  depart- 
ments, and  added  greatly  to  our  success.  From  that  roll  in  the  high  school 
I  draw  the  following : 

AVERAGES — 1870-71. 

Term.  Examination. 

A  class 9.55  9.81 

B..do 9.04  9.10 

C .  .  do 8.76  8.80 
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The  A  class,  ranking  highest,  numbered  six  pupils  ;  B,  sixteen,  and  C, 
fifteen.  The  highest  mark  is  ten.  Two  pupils  gained  this,  for  both  term 
and  examination  :  one  in  the  A  class,  Miss  Eugenie  Jackson,  who  enters 
into  the  corps  of  teachers;  the  other  in  the  B  class,  John  Fuller.  These 
results  are  so  extraordinary  that  we  find  it  to  be  our  apology  for  thus  ask- 
ing the  State  Department  to  allow  us  the  publication,  and  this  greatest  dis- 
tinction as  a  part  of  our  roll  of  honor,  as  contributing  to  our  method  of 
stimulating  the  pupils  in  the  common  schools.  In  regard  to  attendance, 
also,  let  me  quote  : 

Not  absent  during  the  year 5 

Neither  absent  nor  tardy  during  the  year 3 

Neither  absent  or  tardy  for  two  years 2 

One,  Nathan  Bennett,  absent  only  two  half  days  in  Jive  years,  and  for 
one  of  those  the  Superintendent  is  responsible. 

Per  centum  of  attendance  for  1869-70,  91 ;  for  1810-71,  93  ;  highest  per 
centum  for  any  month,  96. 

Feeling  of  the  People. —  From  the  commencement  of  our  effort  the  peo- 
ple have  not  altogether  felt  satisfied  with  the  increased  taxation,  extent  of 
study,  nor  the  influence  upon  character.  Objection  and  complaint  on  the 
score  of  taxation  have  died  awa}r  before  the  careful  expenditure  of  the 
people's  money  by  the  board  of  control.  The  present  number  of  pupils  in- 
trusted to  the  schools  may  be  regarded  as  no  slight  indication  of  confidence 
in  the  practical  and  comprehensive  character  of  the  course  of  study,  in  the 
fidelity  of  teachers  and  in  the  value  of  the  discipline  acquired.  We  are 
happy  to  record  the  growing  satisfaction  felt  in  our  experiment  in  mould- 
ing character.     Mere  caste  has  never  appeared. 

So  many  pupils  have  been  truly  elevated  in  their  character,  so  many  have 
had  a  desire  awakened  after  better  things,  we  are  constrained,  by  what 
we  tee,  to  believe  that  a  common  school  education  derived  from  a  well 
appointed  and  well  administered  system  may,  and  must  be,  attended  by 
truly  elevating  and  refining  results.  Much  depends  upon  the  character  of 
teachers;  how  much  upon  the  early  and  constant  influence  of  parents? 
Many  teachers  can  impart  information;  their  minds  may  be  well  furnished 
and  their  wills  may  be  capable  of  exacting  obedience  from  pupils,  and  yet 
a  nice  sense  of  propriety  in  manners  and  morals  be  so  far  wanting,  the  ex- 
emplification of  these  in  themselves  be  so  far  out  of  the  question,  either 
from  want  of  early  opportunity  or  from  disregard  to  it  in  mature  life,  as 
to  preclude  any  hope  to  have  the  young  fashioned  into  lines  of  beauty  by 
them.  This  remark,  however,  does  not  bear  upon  teachers  in  common 
schools  more  heavily  than  upon  any  other  class,  except  in  so  far  as  theie 
are  more  of  them,  and  as  the  number  of  pupils  committed  to  their  charge 
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is  greater.     In  that  respect  their  influence  is  inestimable,  and  their  respon- 
sibility may  have  been  overlooked.     Is  it  not  daily  ? 

Teachers  Employed. — The  past  year  has  witnessed  a  great  advance  in  the 
character  of  instruction. 

The  improvement  has  appeared  in  the  energy,  the  talent,  the  conscience, 
the  ambition  and  the  unremitting  labor.  Yet,  months  cannot  pass  without 
showing  the  difference  between  the  capable  and  incapable,  the  ambitious  and 
those  well  satisfied  with  themselves.  The  two  requisites  that  are  still  at  a  dis- 
count among  us,  are  scojie  and  independence  of  text:book.  The  teacher  is 
still  too  much  the  mere  hearer  of  recitation  —  too  little  in  advance  of  the 
last  lesson  to  be  recited,  too  little  in  control  of  the  subject  that  any  par- 
ticular lesson  introduces.  The  mind  is  too  little  exercised  by  an}-  methods 
of  teaching.  Let  written  examinations  of  applicants  be  taken  as  evidence. 
Not  many  have  any  opinions  to  express,  know  any  thing  upon  the  subject. 
Too  few  teachers  read,  how  can  they  know  ?  There  is  too  great  self-satis- 
faction ;  too  little  apparent  effect  of  educational  monthlies  and  their  recorded 
experience ;  too  littledisposition  to  come  under  comparison,  and  }ret  too 
little  sensitiveness  to  comparison — quite  necessarily  consequent  upon  not 
knowing  what  the  best  teachers  are  attempting  and  effecting.  Such  should 
most  faithfully  be  directed  to  read  and  meditate  deeply  upon  Rom.  2 :  21. 

Examination  of  Teachers. — I  have  been  called  to  hold  but  one  public  ex- 
amination of  teachers.  This  occurred  at  a  time  hardly  befitting  the  im- 
portance of  having  an  examination  to  determine  the  selection  of  the  best 
teachers ;  it  was  on  the  day  immediately  preceding  the  opening  of  the 
schools  in  August  last.  The  board  allowed  me  to  adopt  a  somewhat  un- 
usual policy — in  courtesy  to  grant  provisional  certificates  to  such  teachers 
as  had  been  retained — to  give  such  certificates,  alst>,  to  teachers  introduced 
from  Normal  schools  from  other  States,  whose  claims  our  State  law  does 
not  courteously  notice;  last,  to  so  many  of  our  pupils  as  had  applied  for 
schools,  after  having  creditably  sustained  an  examination,  at  the  close  of 
the  school  year.  The  expediency  of  continuing  this  policy  for  the  sake  of 
courtesy  might  be  questioned  in  such  cases,  especially  as  many  show  a  con- 
firmed neglect  of  application  to  study  and  indifference  to  positive  improve- 
ment. A  stimulating  examination  might  require  some  to  prepare  for  it, 
while  yet  no  mere  preparation  for  examination  can  make  the  teacher.  Per- 
manent certificates,  especially  when  given  by  compliment  in  committee  can 
hardly  promise  the  wisest  measure  to  secure  exemption  from  such  exami- 
nation, and  may  clog  the  movement  of  a  school  until  the  secret  is  discovered. 

Normal  Class Already  are  we  enjoying  the  good  results  of  our  ad- 
vanced course  and  high  school  discipline.     Although  we  have  not  had  any 
class  reach  the  limit  of  our  course,  nor  any  Normal  class  technically  so 
called,  yet  our  board  have  been  pleased  to  employ  as  teachers,  such  of  our 
16  School  Rep. 
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own  pupils  as  have  distinguished  themselves  in  class  exercises  and  in  final 
examinations.  This  policy  must  commend  itself  to  all  as  most  prudent  and 
just  in  building  up  the  schools,  so  long  as  we  do  not  become  involved  in 
the  consequence  of  excess,  nor  commit  the  mistake  of  the  uneducated  hus- 
bandman who  fails  to  observe  the  demand  for  rotation  in  his  crops. 

Apparatus*— ~Aa  one  course  of  study  has  enlarged  to  3uit  the  necessity 
of  advancing  pupils,  we  have  promptly  been  supplied  by  our  board  with  a 
chemical  apparatus  commensurate  with  present  wants.  As  other  branches 
of  natural  science  shall  be  taken  up  we  may  confidently  expect  to  be  fur- 
nished with  the  means  of  illustration.  But  there  is  a  body  of  material 
demanded  for  illustration,  from  the  primary  department  upward,  from  the 
numeral  frame  and  color  blocks,  the  measures  and  the  weights,  globes,  maps 
and  charts,  to  the  plate-machine  and  air-pump,  the  geoselenean,  the  tellu- 
rion  and  orrery.  Every  master-workman  in  a  school  must  set  his  heart 
upon  the  necessary  tools.  Every  truly  wise  community  must  loosen  the 
purse  strings  and  turn  the  material  riches  into  material  wealth,  for  the  sake 
of  its  precious  youth  and  its  own  priceless  welfare.  Even  dictionaries  are 
not  yet  generally  furnished;  and  in  a  high  school,  not  far  from  this  place, 
I  recently  found  on  the  principal's  desk  a  fragment  of  Scripture  selections 
without  covers,  and  in  a  condition  that  ought  to  have  shocked  the  sensibili- 
ties of  every  controller,  and  roused  the  ambition  of  every  teacher  and  pupil 
in  the  school  to  get  a  better. 

Way  to  gel  it.—~ Some  teachers  are  called  to  bear  about  with  them  a  dic- 
tionary and  even  a  Bible  to  furnish  their  school  room.  Why  not  a  map,  globe 
and  black-board  ?  This  ought  not  to  be.  Libraries  are  called  for.  How 
shall  they  be  obtained  ?  We  have  already  raised  the  nucleus  of  a  library 
by  means  of  lectures.  Gentlemen  of  reputation  from  abroad  have  kindly 
accepted  invitations  to  serve  for  such  purposes,  and  we  have  an  encyclo- 
paedia to  remind  us  of  past  success  to  stimulate  to  repeated  effort.  We 
regard  the  schools  of  our  sister  town,  Columbia,  almost  with  envy  when 
we  read  of  its  l'Shoch  library"  with  two  thousand  volumes.  The  memory 
of  such  donors  is  precious.  Would  that  our  wealthy  citizens  might  feel 
an  ambitious  interest  in  all  our  public  schools.  May  I  not  quote  a  "rule'' 
from  their  regulations?  "It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  school  board  of  Co- 
lumbia, at  their  first  regular  meeting  in  June  of  each  year,  to  appoint  three 
persons,  Sec,  &c,  and  to  make  an  appropriation  of  money  from  the  public 
school  funds  of  Columbia  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  whatever  may  be 
deemed  necessary  for  said  library."  The  italics  I  use  to  indicate  the  duty 
of  controllers,  their  privilege  and  opportunity.  We  turn  to  our  neighbors 
at  Easton,  and  there  we  see  the  library  of  the  town  placed  under  the  man- 
agement of  the  board,  and  at  the  disposal  of  all — teachers  and  pupils,  as  well 
as  citizens.     Cannot  we  all  labor  successfully  to  secure  some  such  favor  ? 
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In  how  many  places  is  there  the  nucleus  of  a  library,  and  how  easy  may  it 
be  to  bring  the  same  under  the  tutelage  of  our  common  schools  !  As  our 
efforts  widen  our  material  must  be  enlarged,  that  our  success  may  be  com- 
mensurate. 

Oral  Training. — From  da}'  to  day  there  has  been  an  increasing  demand 
for  an  early  introduction  of  the  pupil  into  the  great  realm  of  nature  ; 
rather  a  jealous  requisition  to  keep  the  child  where  he  is,  when  first  ad- 
mitted to  the  school,  in  nature,  all  intent  upon  the  visible  and  tangible 
world,  eager  to  ask  questions,  bent  upon  discovery.  Various  expedients 
have  been  used,  and  books  have  been  prepared  to  satisfy  the  demand. 
Text-books  can  only  help.  A  hint  from  a  neighbor  disposed  us  to  apply 
Hooker's  little  book  of  "  Common  Things."  It  answered  admirably,  but, 
soon,  objection  arose  out  of  the  expense  attending  the  introduction  of  the 
balance  of  the  series — the  poor  could  not  afford  to  purchase.  Books  ought 
to  be  cheapened  to  accommodate  such  a  case.  A  small  commission  on  many 
books  must  promise  more  than  high  commissions  on  a  few.  Our  schools 
sweep  the  masses.  Here  is  ample  opportunity  for  publishers  to  do  amazing 
good,  in  bringing  within  the  reach  of  all  the  best  material,  which  no  less 
certainly  amasses  fortunes. 

From  the  beginning  of  our  organized  effort  we  have  applied  the  method 
of  oral  training,  quite  independently  of  books,  b}' means  of  the  living  and 
the  lively  teacher.  We  have  applied  the  Pestalozzian  and  objective  method 
to  so  great  an  extent  as  has  seemed  to  our  board  pecuniarily  allowable. 
We  have  drawn  from  the  Oswego  and  Fredonia  Training  schools,  and  to 
the  labors  of  these  teachers  have  we  looked  for  our  very  great  success  in 
the  primary  departments.  Here  first  appeared  order  coming  out  of  con- 
fusion, life  crowning  the  work  with  beauty,  and  comfort  experienced  both 
by  the  teacher  and  the  pupil.  Too  often  promotion  from  their  classes 
seemed  the  plunging  of  the  little,  sprouting,  budding  plant  into  a  darkness 
and  a  chill — a  transfer  of  the  pupil  from  methods  emotional  and  inspiring 
to  the  stolid  dispensation  of  the  book — to  the  administration  of  the  "school 
keeper,"  the  "school  master"  and  the  "school  ma'am."  'Tis  the  method  of 
nature  that  we  require,  a  keen  relish  in  the  teacher  for  a  stud}-  of  nature,  a 
deep  sympathy  for  the  pupil  in  his  spirit  of  investigation,  a  determination 
to  break  over  every  barrier  and  to  apply  any  and  every  method  to  secure 
success,  though  like  Socrates,  among  the  sophists,  one  may  incur  oppro- 
brium for  having  brought  philosophy  from  the  clouds,  intent  upon  bring 
ing  all  pupils  to  the  feet  of  nature  and  of  truth,  and  thus  seeking  to  draw 
all  to  God.  Iu  this  is  beauty — in  this  is  glory,  for  in  it  is  the  promise  of 
power. 

The  Colored  School. — Here  are  the  children  of  nature.  What  a  field  for 
the  introduction  of  methods  that  commend  themselves  for  their  natural- 
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ncss !  I  have  long  been  convinced  that  our  very  best  efforts  thus  far  put  forth 
could  not  redeem  this  class  of  our  citizens.  We  have  had  very  considera- 
ble talent  called  in  to  effect  the  elevation  of  the  school,  but  the  entei'prise 
has  been  very  discouraging  to  teachers.  Parents  have  been  indifferent — 
pupils  have  not  shown  any  ambition.  We  are  about  trying  another  ex- 
periment. During  the  year  just  closed  I  induced  one  of  our  teachers,  most 
successful  in  applying  the  Pestalozzian  method,  to  accompany  me  to  this 
school  and  give  lessons  in  form,  definition  of  qualities  and  in  natural  his- 
tory. The  pupils'  attention  was  at  once  arrested,  the  minds  of  all  earn- 
estly set  to  work,  and  a  new  order  of  things  at  once  appeared.  Capability 
was  fully  demonstrated  and  recovery  seemed  hopeful.  Our  board  are  now 
read}-  to  advance,  to  accommodate  the  case.  An  enthusiastic  teacher,  trained 
at  Oswego,  a  lady  of  refinement  and  experience,  has  consented  to  devote 
herself  to  this  experiment  of  redeeming  this  portion  of  our  common  citi- 
zenship, and  we  confidently  await  results. 

Superintendent's  Duties. — There  is  but  little  that  specially  demands  re- 
mark, as  my  sphere  does  not  differ  from  that  of  others.  By  the  act  of  the 
last  session  of  the  Legislature,  incorporating  this  city,  my  superintendency 
was  somewhat  restricted.  The  district  within  the  jurisdiction  of  our  board 
includes  the  two  palatial  brick  buildings  that  historically  mark  the  won- 
derful growth  of  our  enterprise  since  186G,  a  smaller  brick  building,  taken 
possession  of  one  year  ago,  at  the  enlargement  of  the  borough  westward, 
and  the  wooden  school  building  occupied  b}r  the  colored  school,  situated  on 
an  alley.  My  visits  are  not  easily  enumerated,  as  I  am  never  out  of  the 
schools  during  school  hours.  I  do  not  assume  the  responsibility  of  teach- 
ing an}-  one  class  nor  of  giving  instruction  in  any  particular  study.  Ever 
ready  to  meet  an  emergency,  intent  upon  every  opportunity  to  encourage 
the  truly  laborious  and  conscientious  teacher,  in  addition  to  the  frequent 
demand  to  serve  as  arbiter  or  mediator  between  pupils,  teachers  and  pa- 
rents, and  such  other  official  services  as  are  naturally  and  necessarily  con- 
nected with  my  position,  I  find  all  my  time  occupied  and  every  energy  ex- 
ercised. It  is  my  pleasure  to  attempt  the  performance  of  any  and  every 
duty  that  may  relieve  our  board,  confident  o.f  their  support  and  of  their 
correct  valuation  of  all  services  rendered  by  me  as  their  agent.  So  long 
as  their  admirable  efforts  in  behalf  of  this  work  are  continued,  the  enlarge- 
ment of  our  scope  is  beyond  a  question.  So  long  as  the  right  men  are 
elected  to  control  the  schools,  the  people  may  be  proud  of  their  condition, 
and  may  trust  their  children  to  them  with  implicit  confidence.  Thus  the 
credit  for  the  past,  and  the  responsibility  in  the  present,  must  be  seen  to 
belong  to  the  people. 

In  Memoriam. — While  we  humbly  and  heartily  acknowledge  the  unquali- 
fied success  and  Providential  favors  of  the  year  past,  we  would  briefly 
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commit  to  these  pages  an  item  of  our  school  history — a  memorial  of  the 
sudden  death  of  young  R.  Bartle  Kerlin,  from  the  Millersville  Normal 
school,  who  had  just  been  engaged  as  the  first  grammar  principal  of  the 
Franklin  grammar  school.  The  Saturday  before  the  opening  of  the  schools 
he  entered  this  charming  valley  with  a  mind  cultivated  to  enjoy  the  riches 
of  its  beauty,  and  an  imagination  quickened  by  the  fever  that  had  already 
seized  him  to  waste  and  to  destroy — with  a  heart  that  had  devoted  all  to 
Him  who  works  gloriously  amid  mystery,  determined  to  spend  in  the  cause 
of  truth  and  right.  But  the  following  Wednesday  the  train  wound  up 
the  mountain  side  bearing  his  lifeless  body,  the  landscape  shrouded  to 
the  eyes  of  the  bereaved  mother  and  his  mourning  friend,  Guthrie,  while 
the  fast  flowing  tears  were  coursing  the  cheeks  of  pupils  who  had  already 
so  anticipated  his  relation  to  them  as  to  feel  the  pang  of  separation,  though 
they  had  never  seen  him.  The  community  from  which  such  a  prize  had 
been  taken  knew  not  its  loss ;  the  sea  of  life  surging  with  the  many  storms 
that  break  upon  it  had  felt  but  a  ripple  near  the  shore,  and  soon  it  settled 
to  that  calm  by  which  our  hearts  so  often  feel  aggrieved,  thinking,  as  we 
do,  that  our  grief  and  loneliness  ought  to  be  more  widely  felt.  A  devoted 
spirit  had  done  its  work,  and  eternity  alone  shall  permit  us  to  read  the 
characters  written  by  the  teacher  consecrated  to  God. 
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Educational  Progress. — A  comparison  of  statistics  will  serve  as  a  par- 
tial basis  from  which  some  ideas  of  the  progress  of  our  schools  may  be  gath- 
ered : 

Number  of  schools  in  1868-69 , 33 

Do do 1869-70 40 

Do do 1870-U... 47 

Average  salaries  paid  in  1868-69 $44  00 

Do do 1869-70 55  50 

Do do 1870-71 54  50 

Number  of  pupils  in  1868-69 2,  844 

Do do 1869-70 3,224 

Do do....  1870-71 3,383 

Expense  of  schools  in  1S68-69 $19,  415 

Do do 1869-70 21,125 

Do do 1870-71 25,600 
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Tax  laid  for  school  purposes  in  1S6S-69 19  mills. 

Do do do 18G9-T0 10      '• 

Do do do 1S70-71 13     " 

Number  of  Pupils  during  the  past  Scholastic  Year. — Primary  schools, 
1,555  ;  junior  schools,  1,141  ;  senior  schools,  402  ;  high  school,  63  ;  colored 
school,  153;  German  school,  00. 

Salaries  Paid  Teachers. — Principal  high  school,  $1,200  ;  assistant,  $600  ; 
senior  grade,  $600  ;  junior,  $530  ;  primary,  $180.  Number  of  senior  grade 
teachers,  7  ;  junior,  19;  primary,  19. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  statistics  that  during  the  past  three  years 
■we  have  been  increasing  our  teaching  force  fully  one-third  ;  also  that  from 
2,844  pupils  in  1868-69,  with  33  teachers  and  an  average  of  86  pupils  to  a 
teacher,  we  now  have  47  teachers  for  3,383  pupils,  and  an  average  of  71 
pupils  to  a  teacher. 

This  lact  alone  would  be  indicative  of  at  least  some  progress.  But  we 
are  pleased  to  report  also  other,  and  perhaps  greater  signs  of  progress. 

Better  Buildings. — In  the  early  part  of  the  last  scholastic  year  the  direc- 
tors, in  addition  to  several  beautiful  and  commodious  buildings  which  had 
just  been  completed,  undertook  the  entire  external  renovation  of  the  two 
large  central  buildings,  known  as  the  Washington  and  Franklin.  These, 
at  the  time  of  their  erection,  were  considered  among  the  best  buildings  in 
the  State.  In  the  book  of  "School  Architecture,"  published  some  3'ears 
ago  by  Dr.  Burrowes,  mention  was  made  of  them  and  attention  called  to 
them,  in  an  illustration,  as  specimens  of  school  architecture  worthy  of  copy- 
ing elsewhere.  Twenty  years,  however,  witnessed  great  improvements  in 
the  school  architecture  of  the  State,  and  our  buildings  could  no  longer  sus- 
tain even  a  respectable  comparison  with  many  others.  By  the  external 
repairs  just  alluded  to  the  appearance  of  these  houses  was  very  materially 
improved.  Just  before  the  expiration  of  the  present  year  and  school  term, 
the  Superintendent  presented  to  the  board,  in  a  communication,  the  urgent 
necessity  of  an  entire  change  of  the  internal  arrangements  of  these  build- 
ings. 

Principals  of  Buildings. — That  the  wrork  of  every  teacher  needs  a  close 
and  professional  supervision  scarcely  needs  argument.  Every  class,  and 
even  the  progress  of  every  pupil,  needs  constant  inspection.  There  is  not 
a  siDgle  topic  in  any  one  of  the  branches  taught  that  does  not  require  study 
with  reference  to  the  best  way  of  teaching  it.  There  is  not  a  single  step 
in  the  progress  of  a  child  at  school  for  which  he  does  not  need  preparation 
at  the  step  next  below;  and  just  what  that  preparation  must  be  depends 
not  only  on  the  course  of  study  prescribed,  but  also  on  the  method  of  in- 
struction which  prevails  in  the  school.  In  no  lower  grade  of  any  well  con- 
ducted graded  school  is  there  a  single  subject  taught  which  does  not  require 
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to  be  carried  on  in  the  next  higher  grade,  in  form  and  spirit,  as  begun  in 
that  lower  grade.  Therefore  it  is  that  unless  unit}*  of  design  pervades  the 
instruction  of  successive  grades,  the  progress  of  each  individual  child  must 
be  arrested  and  take  new  direction  at  every  transfer.  Graded  schools  are 
economical,  because  the  pupils  of  each  grade  being  all  of  one  class,  larger 
numbers  may  be  taught  by  each  teacher  than  if  they  were  of  several  classes  ; 
they  are  more  effective,  because  each  class  has  the  advantage  of  receiving 
the  teacher's  entire  attention ;  but  if  each  successive  teacher  of  a  child  is 
to  teach  as  chance  may  direct,  one  on  one  plan  and  another  on  another, 
and  a  third  with  no  plan  at  all,  the  result,  instead  of  being  harmonious 
development  of  the  mind  and  heart  of  the  child,  will  be  a  distortion  of 
both,  instead  of  stores  of  accurate  and  systematized  knowledge,  a  mass  of 
heterogeneous  fragments  of  almost  useless  information.  The  more  nicely 
a  sj'stem  of  schools  is  classified  the  more  necessity  for  constant,  intelli- 
gent, professional  oversight  and  direction. 

Besides  this  oversight  and  direction  of  the  work  of  teachers,  the  princi- 
pals of  schools  find  an  important  and  onerous  task  in  the  assignment  of 
pupils  to  their  proper  grades.  A  frequent  examination  of  every  class  b}* 
an  adept  in  instruction,  who  thoroughly  comprehends  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  course  of  study,  is  essential  to  keep  up  classes  to  the  standard  of 
classification,  to  correct  many  errors  to  which  new  teachers  unavoidably 
fall,  and  into  which  all  are  likely  to  be  betraj'ed  by  a  special  dislike  of  one 
study  or  aptitude  for  another.  It  is  only  by  almost  weekl}-  inspection  that 
the  serious  damage  wrought  by  inexperienced  or  incapable  teachers  can  be 
prevented.  The  principals  of  buildings  are  held  responsible  for  the  enforce- 
ment and  observance  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  schools,  and  it  is  es- 
pecially enjoined  upon  them  that  the}'  see  that  good  order  is  maintained  in  the 
halls,  upon  the  school  premises  and  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  thereof, 
and  that  the  strictest  cleanliness  is  maintained  in  the  school  building  and 
the  out-houses  belonging  thereto.  How  important  these  duties,  and  how 
much  time  and  attention  they  exact  in  a  large  school  of  five  hundred  pupils, 
can  hardly  be  estimated  by  any  one  not  actually  engaged  in  the  schools. 
They  may  be  imagined,  however,  b}'  those  who  understand  the  character- 
istics of  the  average  American  boy  and  girl.  The  general  care  and  over- 
sight of  the  buildings  and  grounds  committed  to  these  principals,  and  for 
which  they  should  be  held  responsible — they  holding  the  teachers  in  their 
buildings  responsible  for  their  respective  rooms,  furniture,  &c. — of  itself 
constitutes  a  sufficient  reason  why  this  system  should  be  adopted  in  all  our 
larger  towns  and  cities.  Any  one  who  has  occasion  to  pass  through  our 
school  rooms,  halls  and  out-buildings  while  the  schools  are  in  session  will 
be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  this  recommendation.  Enough  will  be 
saved  in  the  care  of  the  buildings  to  pay  the  salary  of  these  principals. 
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Apparatus  and  Maps. — About  eight  hundred  dollars  were  invested  in  the 
best  school  apparatus.  A  full  set  of  philosophical  and  chemical  apparatus, 
sufficient  to  perform  all  the  ordinary  experiments  in  the  sciences,  has  been 
purchased.  Globes,  arithmetical  frames,  numerical  frames,  tellurions,  a  lu- 
nartellus,  a  hcliotellus,  gyroscope,  a  Franklin  (thirty  inch)  $275  globe,  &c, 
are  among  the  ailicles.  A  large  number  of  Guyot's  physical  maps,  suffi- 
cient to  supply  all  the  higher  grade  schools,  have  also  been  purchased  by 
the  board. 

Success  of  Teachers. — The  bulk  of  our  teachers  gave  full  proof  of  their 
interest  in  the  work  and  of  their  aptness  to  teach,  and  have  received  the 
very  highest  encomiums  of  patrons  and  directors.  Punishment  with  the 
rod  although  not  abolished  is,  as  it  should  be,  but  very  seldom  resorted  to, 
and,  in  most  of  our  most  successful  and  best  managed  schools,  rarely  if 
ever.  Man}'  citizens  who  formerly  patronized  select  schools  have  become 
fully  convinced  of  the  efficiency  of  the  public  schools,  and  are  now  sending 
their  children  to  the  public  schools.  Numerous  instances  of  many  of  our 
most  prominent  citizens  speaking  in  the  highest  terms  of  approbation  of 
our  schools  have  come  to  our  ears.  Select  schools  have  contracted  their 
teaching  force  or  been  entirely  discontinued.  These  are  not  the  least  among 
the  signs  of  the  educational  progress  of  our  public  schools. 

Other  Agencies. — One  of  the  most  substantial  acknowledgments  of  our 
schools  growing  in  favor  with  the  public,  and  of  public  opinion  awakening 
upon  the  subject,  is  the  result  of  the  late  municipal  election.  The  three 
learned  professions  have  been  honored  by  representation  in  our  school  board. 
Besides  these,  some  of  the  best  educational  men  of  our  city  have  been 
chosen  as  school  directors. 

The  press  has  also  taken  a  lively  interest  in  our  school  affairs.  The  Daily 
Gazette  and  Bulletin  has  shown  us  very  many  favors,  and  has  always  opened 
its  columns  freely  to  any  communications  pertaining  to  school  affairs,  pro- 
ceedings of  the  city  institute,  &c.  Its  editors  have  very  generously  asked 
us  to  publish  in  their  paper  as  often  and  as  much  as  we  desire.  We  are 
free  to  acknowledge  the  fact  that  much  of  our  official  success,  and  of  the 
increased  prosperity  of  our  schools,  is  to  be  attributed  to  our  live  and  pro- 
gressive "daily."  The  Sun  and  Democrat  has  also  published  many  of  our 
reports  in  full,  and  manifested  a  special  interest  in  our  city  schools,  ex- 
tending to  us  and  our  teachers  the  greatest  liberality.  The  German  papers, 
both  the  Zeitung  and  the  Democrat,  have  done  a  good  work  for  our  schools 
among  our  German  fellow-citizens. 

The  semi-monthly  institute,  which  was  in  part  supplanted  by  a  weekly 
class  drill,  has  been  a  decided  success.  The  interest  continued  unabated 
during  the  entire  term.  Many  progressive  and  valuable  ideas  have  origi- 
nate:! in  these  meetings,  bearing  fruit  in  our  schools  a  hundred  fold. 
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Obstacles  in  the  Way  of  Improvement. — These  maybe  briefly  classified 
as  follows  : 

1.  Want  of  a  high  school  building. 

2.  Irregularity  of  attendance. 

3.  Lack  of  interest  and  visitation  of  schools  on  the  part  of  the  parents. 

4.  An  erroneous  idea,  prevalent  among  some  of  the  citizens  and  a  few 
directors,  of  what  constitutes  economy  in  educational  affairs. 

On  the  whole,  however,  we  have  no  complaint  to  make  of  citizens,  of  the 
board,  nor  of  teachers.  They  have  all  done  well,  beyond  our  most  sanguine 
expectations.  Every  reasonable,  progressive  measure  has  been  sustained, 
and  we  entertain  the  most  flattering  hopes  for  the  future  success  of  our 
schools. 

Superintendent' 's  Work. — During  the  past  three  years,  owing  to  the  in- 
adequacy of  the  salary  paid,  the  Superintendent  was  enabled  to  devote  but 
part  of  his  time  to  the  schools.  The  time  allotted  to  school  work  was 
apportioned  by  him  with  a  view  to  the  best  results.  But  hampered,  as  he 
necessarily  was  for  time,  he  has  always  been  conscious  of  the  fact  that  the 
duties  expected  of  a  superintending  officer  were  only  imperfectly  and  par- 
tially performed.  By  a  recent  action  of  the  school  board,  however,  the 
Superintendent's  salan^  was  increased,  with  the  view  of  his  giving  all  his 
time  to  the  performance  of  his  official  duties.  This  will  enable  him  to 
devote  himself  entirely  to  the  general  work,  and  thus  such  results  will  be 
attained  as  he  has  hoped  for  ever  since  his  connection  with  the  schools  of 
this  city.  The  ensuing  year  promises  to  become  one  of  unusual  activit}7  and 
prosperity  in  the  educational  work. 


YORK.— W.  IL  Shelley. 

1.  Progress. — It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  year  has  been  marked 
as  one  of  great  educational  progress  in  our  schools. 

A  thorough  system  of  grading  has  been  established,  which  cannot  here 
be  given.  Suffice  to  say  that  it  meets  the  wants  of  our  people,  and  accom- 
plishes the  greatest  amount  of  work  in  the  shortest  time. 

Several  of  the  school  buildings  occupied  during  the  past  year,  have  been 
unfit  for  use,  but  I  am  glad  to  state  that  these  have  been  disposed  of  to  the 
highest  bidder,  and  a  large  and  commodious  building  is  now  in  process  of 
erection,  to  be  completed  some  time  during  the  coming  autumn  ;  estimated 
cost,  $15,000.  All  the  modern  improvements  will  be  introduced  in  ventila- 
tion, high  ceilings,  furniture,  &c,  &c. 

2.  The  High  School — This  was  organized  in  September,  1870.     Seven 
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ty-one  pupils  were  admitted  during  the  year,  and  man}*  of  these  have  suc- 
cessfully completed  the  studies  of  the  first  year  in  our  present  curriculum. 
The  standard  for  admission  during  the  coming  year  will  be  considerably 
advanced.  The  course  of  study  is  fully  equal  to  that  required  for  gradua- 
tion at  a  State  Normal  school.  A  fair  beginning  for  a  reference  library 
was  made  by  an  appropriation  from  the  board  of  directors.  Some  philo- 
sophical apparatus  has  been  provided,  and  a  number  of  valuable  minera- 
logical  specimens  have  been  contributed  by  the  friends  of  the  school  as  a 
nucleus  for  a  cabinet.  Some  very  rare  botanical  specimens  have  also  been 
presented. 

This  high  school  enterprise  met  with  considerable  opposition  at  the 
opening  in  the  fall,  but  such  has  been  the  happy  effect  in  stimulating  the 
scholars  of  lower  grades  to  renewed  diligence  in  qualifying  themselves  for 
admission,  and  such  has  been  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  board  of  con- 
trollers and  the  patrons,  with  the  instructors  in  its  interests,  that  Ave  have 
reached  the  close  of  the  year  under  the  most  auspicious  circumstances. 
Those  who  were  doubtful  as  to  the  success  of  the  new  project  have  now 
become  the  most  earnest  supporters  of  the  school. 

3.  Grades. — The  following  grades  have  been  established :  16  primary,  1 
secondary,  2  grammar  and  1  high  school. 

4.  School  Attendance. — Whole  number  enrolled,  2,038  ;  average  number 
enrolled,  1,039;  average  attendance,  1,340;  percentage  of  attendance,  82; 
percentage  of  attendance  in  high  school,  93. 

5.  School  Term,  Salaries,  &c. — The  schools  have  been  kept  open  nine 
months,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  the  lower  grades,  which  were  con- 
solidated during  the  last  month  of  the  term.  The  high  school  has  been 
open  ten  months,  closing  with  thorough  public  examinations  during  the 
last  week,  an  address  by  the  State  Superintendent,  Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham, 
and  on  the  last  evening  of  the  term  a  literary  and  musical  entertainment 
by  the  students.  The  tendency  at  present  is  to  give  female  teachers  equal 
compensation  with  male  teachers  in  the  same  grade. 

6.  Our  Wants. — There  is  need  of  an  increase  in  philosophical  and  chemi- 
cal apparatus  for  use  in  the  high  school,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
marked  liberality  of  the  board  will  be  still  further  extended,  until  means 
shall  be  provided  full}'  to  illustrate  natural  science,  and  thus  render  the 
stud}'  doubly  interesting  and  attractive  to  the  students. 

A  great  want  exists  in  the  fact  that  the  high  school  now  occupies  rooms 
which  can  only  be  temporary,  and  which  are  by  no  means  adapted  to  the 
present  necessities  of  the  school.  It  is  important  that  a  suitable  building 
should  be  provided  next  year,  and  additional  instructors  added. 

We  need  more  professional  training  among  our  teachers.  Some  are  most 
faithful  and  untiring  in  their  labors,  and  have  attended  the  semi-monthly 
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institutes  regularly — using  all  the  helps  possible,  and  ready  to  receive  sug- 
gestions and  apply  them,  whilst  a  few  in  the  primary  schools  (we  are  sorry 
to  say)  have  shown  no  professional  skill,  have  been  slow  to  teach  and  slow 
to  learn.  We  trust  that  these  will  be  allowed  to  seek  other  employment 
during  the  coming  year.  No  system  of  education  can  succeed,  unless  the 
primary  schools  are  carefully  guarded  from  the  intrusion  of  incompetent 
teachers. 

7.  Superintendent's  Work. — Under  this  head  may  be  included  the  follow- 
ing :  Held  two  private  examinations,  and  one  public  examination,  during  the 
year;  sixteen  candidates  received  provisional  certificates,  and  one  was  rejec- 
ted ;  taught  four  and  a  half  hours  daity  in  the  high  school,  and  spent,  on  an 
average,  two  and  a  quarter  hours  daily  (except  Thursday)  in  visitation 
among  the  schools  ;  made  one  hundred  and  sixty  regular  visits ;  held  eigh- 
teen district  institutes  ;  conducted  three  examinations  for  admission  to  the 
high  school ;  arranged  a  fall  graded  course  of  study ;  examined  all  the 
schools  during  the  last  six  weeks  of  the  school  year ;  presented  a  monthly 
report  at  each  meeting  of  the  board. 

8.  Directors. — The  members  of  the  board  are  either  pi-ofessional  or  busi- 
ness men,  and  although  their  duties  prevented  them  from  visitation  among 
the  schools  as  much  as  they  deeired,  they  have  taken  a  praiseworthy  inter- 
est in  all  the  plans  and  suggestions  proposed  by  the  Superintendent.  For 
their  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness,  together  with  their  many  words  of 
encouragement  to  me  in  my  labors,  it  is  due  that  I  here  express  my  thanks 
to  them. 

9.  Conclusion. — The  results  of  the  year  are  quite  satisfactory.  The  pub- 
lic seem  to  appreciate  the  work  which  has  been  accomplished,  and  the  future 
is  "  bright  with  promise."  There  is  yet  very  much  to  be  accomplished  be- 
fore our  schools  will  take  the  position  which  they  ought  to  occupy;  but 
with  the  hearty  and  earnest  co-operation  of  the  board  of  controllers  in  the 
future,  as  so  fully  accorded  during  the  past  year  ;  with  the  cheerful  support 
of  the  press,  which  has  always  been  ready  to  give  no  "  uncertain  sound  ;" 
with  the  clergy  more  fully  awakened  to  the  duty  of  visiting  the  schools,  and 
a  corresponding  increase  of  interest  in  patrons  and  friends  ;  with  improved 
school  buildings,  and  an  increase  of  salaries,  that  the  best  teachers  may  be 
obtained,  we  hope  that  the  next  year's  report  of  progress  may  surpass  even 
the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  our  people. 
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LYCOMING  COUNTY. 


a      Debt  of  district. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  school  houses, 
purchasing,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 
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seated Lands,  and 
other  sources. 
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DISTRICTS   UNPAID 

Because  they  have  failed  to  forward  to  the  Department  either  their  certifi- 
cates or  annual  reports,  or  both,  for  187 1. 

Allegheny  county,  Jefferson $155  52 

Do..... Neville 26  88 

Do  Pine 84  48 

Do Pittsburg. 10,309  66 

Cambria  county,  Franklin 

Cameron  county,  Gibson , 

Clarion  county,  Franklin 

Do Melville 

Dauphin  oounty,  Jefferson 

Delaware  county,  Western,  (Ind.) 

Flk  county,  Benezett , 

Do Highland 

Do Spring  Creek  

Erie  county,  Concord.  (Ind.) 

Fayette  county,  Brownsville  borough 

Do Perry 

Forest  county,  Howe , 

Do Tionesta  borough 

Fulton  oounty,  Ayr 

Indiana  county,  Armstrong 

Lancaster  county,  Lincoln , 

Lehisrh  county,  Allentown 1,846  70 

Do Hokendauqua 

Luzerne  county,  Bear  Creek 

Dor Pittston,  West 

Montour  county,  Anthony 

Do Mahoning 

Do Mayberry 

Schuylkill  county.  Pine  Grove  borough 

Sullivan  county,  North  Mountain,  (Did.) 

Washington  county.  Franklin,  (Inu.) 

Do Cross  Roads 

Venango  county,  Richland 

Do ...  Rockland 
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64 
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36 
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56 
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20 

16 

18 

50 
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12 

DISTRICTS 

Whose  appropriation  is  withheld  for  consideration. 

Allegheny  county,  Leet 

Do Sewickley  township.. $!03  68 

Do Union 

Do Versailles,  North •. 385  92 

Do Versailles,  South 

Do Mt.  Washington 

Beaver  county,  Neals,  (Ind.) 10  08 

Bedford  county,  Broad  Top 

Blair  county,  Catharine 

Bradford  county,  Barclay 64  32 

Cambria  county,  Richland 

Clarion  county*,  Rimersburg 49  92 

Clinton  county,  Beach  Creek 

Do .*..  Beach  Creek  borough 

Do Greene 194  88 

Do Keating 37  92 

Do Logansville 

Crawford  count}',  Rome 

Do Sparta 

Do Union,  (Ind.) " 

Franklin  county,  Southampton 

Fulton  county,  Ayr 140  16 
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I  [untingdOQ  county.  Clay  .  

Do Morris 

Do Porter 145  44 

Do Three  Springs 

Luzerne  county,  Dunrnore 3S5  44 

Lycoming  county,  Cascade 7(5  80 

Monroe  county,  Union,  (Ind.) S8  40 

Do *,.  Stroud 

Do.. Stroudsburg,  East 

Potter  county,  Jackson 6  72 

Somerset  county.  Paint 

Susquehanna  county.  Springville 

Wayne  county,  Mt.  Reoublic 21  GO 

Do Seelyville,  (Ind.) 

Wyoming  county,  Lemon : 

York  county,  Manchester '. 

Do Manchester  borough 


NON-ACCEPTING  DISTRICTS. 

Beaver  county.  Harmony $3f>  98 

Northumberland  county,  Mahanoy,  Little 30  95 

Wyoming  county,  Overtield 53  28 

Do "...  Washington 80  G4 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OP  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF 
THE  SECOND  DISTRICT. 

Millersville,   October  15,  1871. 

Hon.  J.  P.  WlCKERSHAM, 

State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools: 

In  the  following  report  I  shall  indicate  the  working  of  our  school  by  a 
statement  of  my  ideal  of  the  nature  of  our  work,  and  the  manner  in  which 
we  endeavor  to  realize  this  ideal. 

A  Normal  school  is  a  school  established  for  the  training  of  teachers.  Its 
aims  are  specific  and  professional,  and  in  this  respect  it  differs  from  the 
academy  and  college.  The  object  of  these  latter  institutions  is  general  cul- 
ture and  the  acquisition  of  knowledge ;  the  object  of  the  Normal  school  is 
culture  and  learning,  not  for  themselves  merely  but  for  the  purpose  of  ap- 
plying them  in  the  education  of  others.  This  idea  is  fundamental ;  deter- 
mining the  character  of  the  Normal  school,  giving  form  to  its  course  of 
study,  and  inspiration  to  its  methods  of  teaching. 

The  qualifications  of  a  teacher,  determined  by  a  correct  idea  of  education, 
are  two-fold,  viz : 

1.  A  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  being  to  be  educated  and  of  the 
branches  of  study  to  be  taught. 

2.  A  knowledge  of  the  principles  and  methods  by  ichich  man  may  be  edii- 
cated  and  knowledge  taught. 

A  true  idea  of  a  Normal  school,  therefore,  embraces  two  distinct  courses 
of  instruction  : — one  in  which  the  nature  of  man  and  knowledge  is  made  the 
object  of  study  ;  the  other  in  which  the  laws  and  methods  of  developing  man 
and  imparting  knowledge  are  considered.  The  former  course  is  equivalent 
in  matter  to  that  of  an  academy  or  college ;  the  latter  is  strictly  profes- 
sional in  its  character.  We  distinguish  these  two  courses  as  the  scholastic 
and  the  j^ofessional.  In  my  report  of  1867  I  gave  a  detailed  account  of 
the  character  and  extent  of  these  two  courses*  in  this  institution  ;  I  propose 
in  the  present  report  to  present  some  additional  remarks  upon  the  same 
subject. 
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SCHOLASTIC    COURSE. 

The  objects  of  all  education  are  culture  and  knowledge.  The  first  quali- 
fications of  a  teacher  are  cultured  powers  and  a  well  informed  mind.  He 
needs  knowledge  in  order  to  be  able  to  teach  others  ;  a  person  cannot  teach 
that  which  he  does  not  know.  He  needs  culture  for  the  power  that  it  gives  ; 
the  power  to  think,  to  originate,  to  influence  and  to  control.  Hence  thorough 
scholarship  lies  at  the  foundation  of  Normal  education.  The  Normal 
school,  therefore,  ehould  make  the  most  careful  and  ample  provisions  for 
the  thorough  scholastic  training  of  its  pupils. 

This  scholarship  needs  to  be  especially  accurate  and  extensive.  The  ne- 
cessity for  its  accuracy  is  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  it  is  to  be  used  in  in- 
structing others.  Any  person  who  makes  a  mistake  in  scholarship  suffers 
by  his  blunder,  generally  he  is  the  onby  sufferer  ;  but  a  teacher  who  blun- 
ders perpetuates  his  error  in  the  faith  of  his  pupils.  A  wrong  statement, 
an  erroneous  principle  put  into  the  memory  or  understanding  of  a  student 
may  be  of  great  if  not  of  permanent  disadvantage  to  him  throughout  his 
subsequent  course  of  stud}'.  A  teacher  should  have  a  thorough  as  well  as 
an  exact  knowledge  of  what  he  attempts  to  teach.  In  ordinary  life  a  person 
ma}'  tell  what  he  knows  and  get  credit  for  it ;  the  more  he  knows  the  more 
credit ;  what  he  does  not  know  need  not  of  necessity  appear  ;  but  in  teach- 
ing, questions  are  continually  arising  in  one  part  of  a  subject  which  can  only 
be  explained  by  a  knowledge  of  other  parts,  and  many  subjects  are  so  in- 
timately related  that  thorough  instruction  in  one  can  be  given  only  by 
having  thorough  knowledge  of  the  others.  The  pupil  expects  the  teacher 
to  be  able  to  answer  his  questions,  and  has  a  right  to  expect  it ;  and  the 
teacher  is  not  prepared  unless  he  can  answer  ordinary  questions  even  be- 
yond the  confines  of  the  text-book  used.  Again,  the  teacher  who  is  a 
thorough  scholar  himself,  w  11  inspire  his  pupils  with  the  ambition  to  become 
thorough  scholars  also.  He  will  thus  b}r  cultivating  habits  of  thorough 
study  prepare  them  for  thorough  work  in  life,  and  throw  his  influence  against 
superficiality  in  scholarship,  a  growing  evil  of  modern  education.  Upon 
this  point  I  cannot  speak  with  too  much  emphasis.  It  is  far  better  for  a 
teacher  to  know  a  few  things  w  11  than  to  be  a  s  natterer  in  many.  Our 
Normal  schools  s-hould,  therefore,  aim  fundamentally  at  exactness  and 
thoroughness  of  scholarship,  and  a  culture  as  broad  and  liberal  as  the  ex- 
tent of  their  course  will  allow.  The  course  of  study  should  be  adapted  to 
give  culture  to  all  the  powers  of  the  mind,  should  be  sufficiently  extensive 
in  all  the  different  branches  essential  for  culture  and  scholastic  training, 
and  when  adopted  should  be  thoroughly  taught. 

The  course  of  study  adopted  by  the  State  authorities  is  in  accordance 
with  these  principles.     It  embraces  all  the  branches  of  knowledge  which 
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are  supposed  to  be  essential  to  give  general  culture,  and  6xes  the  amount 
in  tbe  different  courses  of  study  at  what  is  supposed  to  be  required  of  pro- 
fessional instructors.  These  studies  may  be  classified  under  the  various 
heads  of  language,  mathematics,  natural  science,  history  and  the  arts. 
Mental  and  moral  science  are  regarded  as  belonging  to  the  professional 
course.     I  shall  speak  briefly  of  our  work  in  each  one  of  these  branches. 

Language. — The  fundamental  object  of  the  study  of  language  is  the  acqui- 
gition  of  the  power  of  ready,  accurate  and  elegant  expression.  The  essen- 
tial branches  of  the  elementary  course  are  orthography,  etymology,  elocu- 
tion, English  grammar,  composition  and  rhetoric.  At  the  last  meeting  of 
the  board  of  Normal  school  principals  a  text-book  on  etymology  was  sub- 
stituted for  Trench,  which  is  probably  an  improvement. 

Elocution. — We  still  give  especial  attention  to  elocution.  All  the  classes 
have  daily  exercises  in  this  branch.  There  is  an  especial  need  of  much 
attention  to  this  branch,  in  this  institution,  on  account  of  the  German 
element,  which  requires  careful  and  continued  drill  to  secure  accurate  and 
elegant  enunciation.  Our  results  in  this  department  are,  however,  quite 
satisfactory.  The  examination  of  our  last  class  in  elocution,  the  first  class 
I  ever  saw  examined  at  any  of  the  Normal  schools,  gave  the  committee 
great  satisfaction.  We  have  recently  adopted  the  system  of  public  decla- 
mations and  recitations,  an  old  time  practice  now  somewhat  out  of  date, 
with  excellent  results.  The  delivery  of  the  members  of  our  last  class,  on 
commencement  da}',  attracted  attention  and  was  well  spoken  of. 

Grammar. — The  department  of  English  grammar  is  very  ably  conducted. 
The  hea^  of  this  department  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  very  thorough 
grammarian  and  a  skillful  instructor.  Still  our  pupils  seem  to  have  more 
difficulty  with  this  branch  than  with  any  other  study  of  the  course.  This 
difficulty,  I  think,  consists  partly  in  the  subject  and  partly  in  the  great  ne- 
glect of  general  literary  culture  by  our  students.  A  large  majority  of  them 
have  not  read  enough,  are  ignorant  of  language  in  the  concrete,  and  are 
therefore  unable  to  comprehend  its  abstract  principles  as  presented  in  gram- 
mar. To  secure  more  thoroughness  in  this  branch,  I  have  now  arranged 
that  pupils  are  to  have  daily  exercises  in  this  study  from  the  time  they 
enter  the  school  until  they  graduate. 

Literature. — The  department  of  literature,  including  rhetoric,  English 
literature,  &c,  to  which  I  called  particular  attention  in  a  previous  report, 
is  still  in  successful  operation.  Our  pupils  are  not  with  us  long  enough  for 
it  to  show  results  that  quite  attain  to  m}r  ideal.  Litera^  culture  is  a  fruit 
that  ripens  slowly,  but  the  experiment  has  been  a  success  and  the  depart- 
ment is  to  be  continued.  That  the  careful  and  thorough  study  of  the  Eng- 
lish language  is  the  most  effective  means  of  acquiring  a  ready,  accurate  and 
elegant  use  of  English  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt.     When  there  were  no 
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English  models  it  was  necessary  to  go  to  Latin  and  Greek  for  literary  ideals, 
but  to-day  our  English  classics  are  themselves  the  best  models  for  literary 
excellence  in  our  own  tongue.  For  literary  culture,  the  study  of  Shakes- 
peare is  worth  far  more  than  the  study  of  Homer.  A  knowledge  of  Latin 
and  Greek  is  of  use  in  learning  the  etymology  of  our  language  and  in  un- 
derstanding some  of  its  grammatical  difficulties  ;  but  a  classical  English 
style  is  attained  by  the  study  of  English  masterpieces.  The  progress  of 
our  last  class  in  literary  culture  was  very  gratifying.  The  orations  and 
essays  at  commencement  were  of  unusual  excellence,  and  received  high 
commendation  from  many  of  the  members  of  former  classes  and  from  the 
public. 

Latin. — In  my  report  of  last  year  I  said,  t;I  am  also  especially  pleased 
to  report  an  increased  interest  in  the  study  of  the  ancient  languages.  The 
pupils  in  the  elementary  course  are  advised  to  get  at  least  a  year's  drill  in 
Latin  and  Greek,  and  some  of  the  last  class  had  two  or  three  years  in  these 
branches  "  This  interest  is  still  increasing.  More  than  two-thirds  of  the 
class  of  last  summer  had  studied  Latin  one  year  and  several  of  them  two 
or  three  years.  One  in  the  scientific  course,  which  did  not  theu  embrace 
any  study  of  the  ancient  languages,  had  taken  nearly  a  full  collegiate  course 
in  Latin  and  Greek. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  board  of  Normal  school  principals  to  revise 
the  course  of  study  for  Normal  schools,  it  was  proposed  to  add  one  year's 
study  of  Latin  to  the  elementary  course.  Several  reasons  can  be  given  in 
favor  of  such  an  addition.  Aside  from  its  own  intrinsic  advantages,  which 
are  many,  it  would  aid  the  students  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  English 
grammar.  Some  of  the  relations  in  an  uninflected  language  are  almost 
meaningless  until  they  are  seen  through  the  medium  of  an  inflected  tongue. 
In  the  English  the  relations  are  in  thought,  and  are,  therefore,  abstract ;  in 
the  Latin  they  are  formal,  and  are,  therefore,  more  concrete.  In  the  Latin 
we  reach  the  idea  through  the  form  ;  in  the  English  man}7  pupils  never  reach 
the  idea  at  all.  Teaching  the  English  grammar  through  the  medium  of  the 
Latin  is,  therefore,  in  accordance  with  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
instruction  ;  from  the  form  to  the  idea  .'  from  the  concrete  to  the  abstract. 

Though  these  advantages  were  full}'  recognized  by  the  committee,  it  was 
thought  best  not  to  make  this  addition  to  the  elementary  course  at  present. 
It  was  argued,  and  justly,  that  it  would  exclude  some  who  were  desirous 
of  completing  the  elementary  course  and  who  could  not  do  so  if  the  addi- 
tion were  made.  There  are  many  worthy  young  men  and  women  of  slender 
means,  now  teaching  with  success  in  our  common  schools,  who  cannot  afford 
to  attend  a  Normal  school  for  more  than  two  or  three  sessions.  In  this 
time  they  could  do  no  more  than  review  the  common  school  branches,  and 
complete  the  higher  branches  of  the  course.     To  require  of  them  a  year  in 
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Latin  would  render  their  graduating  an  entire  impossibility.  The  advan- 
tages of  such  an  addition,  therefore,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  were 
not  regarded  as  sufficient  to  justify  us  in  making  it  at  present.  I  shall,  as 
heretofore,  encourage  all  of  our  pupils,  who  have  the  time,  to  study  Latin  in 
connection  with  the  regular  branches  of  the  course.  A  large  number  of 
the  present  class  are  now  studying  it ;  some  of  them  studying  both  Latin 
and  Greek. 

Natural  Science. — The  Normal  school  course  in  natural  science  should 
be  determined  by  the  object  of  the  school  and  the  end  of  the  study.  The 
subjective  end  of  the  study  of  the  natural  sciences  is  the  cultivation  of  the 
powers  of  perception,  generalization  and  inductive  reasoning.  The  power 
of  perception  is  cultivated  by  the  observation  of  the  facts  and  phenomena 
of  these  sciences  ;  the  power  of  classification  by  the  classification  in  natural 
history  ;  and  the  power  of  inductive  reasoning  by  the  inductive  inferences 
of  the  laws  and  causes  of  natural  philosophy,  astronomy,  &c.  The  objective 
end  of  these  sciences  is  the  attainment  of  knowledge  which  will  be  useful 
to  us  in  life.  In  fixing  the  course  of  study  both  of  these  objects  were  kept 
in  view.  In  the  elementary  course,  it  being  impossible  to  embrace  all  the 
branches,  selections  were  made  of  such  as  were  supposed  to  be  best  suited 
to  the  attainment  of  these  ends.  Geography  was  included  for  its  useful  in- 
formation ;  botany  as  the  type  of  the  classificatory  sciences ;  natural  phi- 
losophy as  a  representative  of  the  inductive  sciences  ;  physiology  for  its 
utility  in  the  preservation  of  health,  &c. ;  and  physical  geography  for  the 
culture  and  value  of  its  broad  generalizations.  Astronom}^  was  added  to 
the  course  two  or  three  years  ago,  but  was  struck  out  this  year  on  account 
of  its  making  the  elementary  course  too  extensive.  Heretofore  the  pupil 
was  allowed  to  choose  between  botany  and  geology,  but  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  board  it  was  determined,  wisely,  I  think,  that  botany  is  to  be  re- 
quired of  all.  The  elements  of  chemistry  could,  perhaps,  be  added  to  the 
course  with  advantage. 

By  this  idea  of  the  nature  and  object  of  the  course  in  natural  science  we 
are  guided  in  our  work.  We  endeavor  to  teach  the  various  branches  in 
such  a  manner  that  they  may  afford  culture  as  well  as  knowledge.  Last 
year  we  introduced  the  elements  of  these  sciences  by  lectures  to  all  the  pu- 
pils of  the  institution,  and  were  much  pleased  with  the  results.  We  aim  to 
prepare  our  pupils  to  give  popular  lectures  upon  these  branches  with  inter- 
esting experiments  to  the  pupils  of  our  common  schools. 

One  of  our  principal  improvements  during  the  past  year  was  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  department  of  practical  chemistry  for  the  scientific  course. 
This  department  is  designed  to  give  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
subject  than  can  be  obtained  in  the  regular  classes.  Pupils  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  performing  chemical  experiments  under  the  supervision  of  the 
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professor  in  this  department.  The  course  will  be  especially  valuable  to 
teachers,  preparing-  them  to  perform  the  various  text-book  experiments  and 
to  give  lectures  to  their  classes.  For  the  establishment  of  this  course  a 
laboratory  was  erected,  which,  including  the  apparatus,  cost  us  from  fifteen 
hundred  to  two  thousand  dollars.  Students  in  the  scientific  class  have  the 
opportunity  of  taking  a  complete  course  in  qualitative  and  quantitative 
analysis.  This  course  embraces  a  practical  investigation  of  the  properties 
of  various  substances,  the  analysis  of  test  compounds,  and  then  of  various 
ores,  limestones,  artificial  fertilizers,  druggist's  mixtures,  &c.  This  depart- 
ment seems  to  be  a  popular  feature  of  the  school.  A  large  number  of  our 
pupils,  not  members  of  either  course,  have  joined  the  class  in  practical  chem- 
istry. 

We  have,  also,  during  the  past  }ear,  made  quite  large  additions  to  our  phi- 
losophical and  chemical  apparatus.  The  most  of  this  apparatus  we  im- 
ported from  Germanj',  finding  that  we  could  suit  ourselves  there  better  than 
in  this  county,  both  as  regards  quality  and  price.  Indeed  we  begin  to  feel 
an  especial  pride  in  our  department  of  natural  science.  The  time  was  when 
the  Normal  schools  were  severely  criticised  for  their  unfitness  to  impart 
instruction  in  these  sciences.  Our  own  school  is  now  certainly  above  such 
criticism.  Our  preparations  in  this  department,  I  am  sure,  would  do  credit 
to  any  college  in  the  State,  and  are  much  superior  to  those  of  most  of  our 
colleges. 

Mathematics The  Normal  school  course  in  mathematics  aims  to  secure 

the  two  objects  of  the  culture  of  the  power  of  deductive  reasoning  and  prac- 
tical skill  in  the  application  of  the  principles  of  number  and  extension.  The 
elementary  course  embraces  arithmetic,  algebra  and  geometry,  A  large 
number  of  our  pupils,  however,  take  the  higher  branches  of  mathematics. 
We  have  each  year  a  class  taking  the  regular  college  course  in  the  higher 
mathematics,  including  surveying,  analytical  geometry,  differential  and  in- 
tegral calculus,  etc.  The  instruction  in  this  course  is  exceedingly  thorough. 
No  smattering  is  allowed  here.  When  a  pupil  finishes  geometry  he  is  ex- 
pected to  be  able  to  go  to  the  board  and  demonstrate  any  proposition  in 
the  book  ;  to  complete  algebra  the  pupil  must  know  how  to  explain  the  prin- 
ciples as  well  as  to  solve  the  problems.  Calculus  is  taught  in  fact,  not  in 
name,  as  in  some  of  our  colleges.  Pupils  to  pass  the  study  must  know  it; 
know  it  independent  of  the  book  ;  be  able  to  go  to  the  board  and  present 
its  discussions,  derive  its  formulas,  discuss  its  equations,  and  demonstrate 
its  truths.  In  teaching  mathematics  my  own  ideal  has  always  been  the  in- 
struction in  the  Polytechnic  schools  of  France  when  under  the  supervision 
of  the  master  minds  of  science,  Legendre,  La  Place,  La  Grange,  etc.,  and, 
though  not  in  extent,  yet  in  spirit  and  manner,  we  endeavor  to  realize  thl 
ideal. 
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The  Arts. — The  school  arts  embraced  in  the  Normal  school  course  are 
penmanship,  drawing,  vocal  music  and  book-keeping.  It  has  always  been 
our  aim  to  have  competent  instructors  at  the  head  of  these  departments, 
and  to  give  thorough  instruction  in  them  all.  The  department  of  penman- 
ship and  drawing  is  under  the  supervision  of  one  of  the  best  instructors  in 
these  branches  in  the  State,  who  accomplishes  all  that  the  brief  time  allot- 
ted to  them  will  allow.  The  teacher  of  book-keeping  is  awakening  more 
than  usual  interest  in  that  department.  In  the  department  of  vocal  music 
good  work  was  done  during  the  last  year,  as  was  attested  bjr  the  excellence  of 
our  glee  clubs  and  the  general  interest  in  music  in  the  schools.  A  large 
number  of  our  pupils  also  take  lessons  on  the  piano  and  organ.  For  several 
3^ears  we  have  had  three  persons  employed  to  give  lessons  in  this  depart- 
ment. The  number  of  pupils  taking  lessons  last  year  was  nearly  two 
hundred. 

History. — The  Normal  school  course  in  history  embraces  the  history  and 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  general  history  in  the  scientific  course. 
This  department  is  also  filled  by  an  enthusiastic  and  efficient  instructor. 
Our  classes  are  numerous,  large  and  full  of  interest;  indeed,  a  complete 
revolution  has  been  wrought  in  this  department  within  a  few  years.  I  re- 
member when  he  had  but  one  small  class  in  history  in  the  institution ;  now 
we  have  seven  or  eight  large  classes  in  this  branch. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  I  am,  in  the  main,  well  satisfied  with 
the  scholastic  work  of  the  institution.  We  endeavor  to  cultivate  a  high 
ideal  of  the  work  required  of  us,  and  with  industry  and  enthusiasm,  labor 
for  its  realization.  Great  care  is  taken  in  the  selection  of  our  professors 
and  teachers,  that  the}T  be  adapted  to  their  duties,  and  that  they  be  faithful 
and  efficient  workers.  Depending  more  for  the  success  of  our  school  upon 
the  intrinsic  excellence  of  our  work  than  upon  outside  agencies  to  captivate 
public  fancy,  we  make  scholarship,  the  ability  to  instruct,  and  faithfulness  in 
the  school  room  the  primary  qualifications  in  the  selection  of  our  instructors. 
To  the  thoroughness  of  our  work,  resulting  from  the  skill,  devotion  and  en- 
thusiasm of  our  teachers,  I  largely  attribute  the  remarkable  success  of  our 
school  in  the  past,  and  upon  it  I  rest  my  faith  in  its  success  in  the  future. 

I  have  spoken  so  fully  of  the  scholastic  character  and  working  of  the  in- 
stitution that  I  shall  be  obliged  to  defer  the  statement  of  our  professional 
work  for  the  report  of  next  year. 

THE    SCHOOLS   IN    TUE    FUTURE. 

The  past  of  our  Normal  school  system  has  been  a  period  of  trial  and 
conquest.  To-day  we  stand  upon  the  proud  eminence  of  success.  The  op- 
position that  we  met  with  a  few  years  ago  has  disappeared.  Indifference 
has  given  way  to  heartfelt  interest.     The  friends  of  education  are  giving 
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hearty  co  operation  to  the  friends  of  Normal  schools.  Normal  schools  are 
springing  up  in  every  part  of  the  State,  and  the  grand  idea  of  twelve  Nor- 
mal schools  in  the  Commonwealth  seems  in  a  fair  way  to  he  realized.  In 
view  of  these  facts  we  are  led  to  look  forward  with  some  anxiety  to  the  fu- 
ture, and  the  inquiry  arises,  are  there  any  defects  in  the  present  system  which 
can  and  ought  to  be  remedied  ?  Are  there  any  changes  in  our  Normal  school 
policy  which  would  render  these  schools  more  efficient  in  their  work  and 
give  them  a  stronger  claim  to  public  patronage  ? 

There  are  a  few  features  in  our  system  which  I  cannot  but  regard  as  er 
rors,  but  which  are  now  irremediable.  I  have  always  held,  as  you  are  aware, 
that  twelve  Normal  schools  are  more  than  can  be  properly  supported  in 
this  State  for  many  years  to  come.  Five  schools,  well  located,  well  equipped, 
receiving  liberal  patronage  from  the  State  and  skillfully  managed,  would 
have  been  an  honor  to  the  Commonwealth  and  supplied  the  demands  of  Nor- 
mal school  training  for  the  next  fifty  years.  The  putting  of  four  Normal 
schools  within  fifty  or  a  hundred  miies  of  each  other,  as  we  shall  have  in 
this  and  the  adjacent  districts,  is,  in  my  judgment,  at  least  a  questionable 
policy,  the  propriety  of  which  I  await  for  time  to  determine.  Our  own 
school  has  always  been  somewhat  academic.  Will  not  the  multiplication  of 
schools  tend  to  make  them  all  too  much  academic  in  their  character  ?  Would 
it  not  have  been  better  to  have  had  five,  or,  at  the  most,  seven  schools,  and 
to  have  restricted  them  to  pupils  who  were  preparing  to  teach  ?  These 
views  are  not  based  upon  the  apprehension  that  the  schools  will  not  be  well 
sustained  b}*  the  public.  Occupying  so  prominent  a  position  in  public  at- 
tention, and  receiving  liberal  aid  from  the  State,  they  will,  I  believe,  if  pro- 
perly managed,  all  be  filled  with  students,  but  whether  the  majority  of  these 
will  be  preparing  for  teaching  is  a  question. 

But  whether  m}r  views  are  correct  or  not  as  an  ideal,  it  is  now  too  late 
for  them  to  be  realized.  The  present  S3rstem  is  a  fixed  fact,  and  it  is  an 
honor  to  the  public  spirit  of  our  State,  and  an  indication  of  the  warm  in- 
terest felt  in  Normal  instruction,  that  these  schools  are  going  up  so  rapid  ly 
and  on  such  a  liberal  scale.  The  Normal  school  building  at  West  Chester 
is  an  honor  to  those  who  erected  it,  to  the  system  and  to  the  State.  The 
building  at  Shippensburg  promises  to  be  the  handsomest  school  building 
in  the  Commonwealth,  and  will  reflect  credit  upon  the  liberality  and  public 
spirit  of  the  people  of  its  district.  One  among  the  first  of  the  Normal 
school  laborers  in  this  State,  I  bid  them  all  cordial  welcome,  and  shall  feel 
proud  to  work  with  them  for  the  advancement  of  our  great  cause  of  popu- 
lar education. 

There  are  some  features  of  the  law,  however,  that  are  not  essential  to  the 
system  ;  features  which  can  be  changed,  and  which,  I  think,  ought  to  be 
changed  at  an  early  day.     The  multiplication  of  these  schools  enhances  the 
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importance  of  their  immediate  consideration.  Permit  me  to  name  a  few 
which  I  regard  as  essential. 

1.  I  suggest  that  the  appropriation  to  teachers  be  one  dollar  per  week 
instead  of  fifty  cents,  and  that  they  be  required  to  pledge  themselves  to 
teach  for  one  or  two  years  as  a  condition  for  receiving  it. 

This  change  in  the  law  is,  I  think,  a  necessity  for  the  more  complete  suc- 
cess of  our  Normal  schools.  Comparatively  few  of  the  teachers  of  the 
State  have  ever  attended  a  Normal  school.  What  is  the  reason?  Have 
they  no  desire  for  improvement  ?  Indeed,  a  set  of  persons  more  earnest  in 
their  efforts  to  better  qualify  themselves  for  their  work  can  hardly  be  found. 
The  reason  is  evident.  A  large  majority  of  the  teachers  of  our  common 
schools  cannot  afford  to  do  so.  Teaching  only  four,  five  or  six  months  a 
year,  as  they  do  in  many  localities,  for  from  thirty  to  forty  dollars  a  month, 
it  is  utterlj'  impossible  for  them  to  attend  the  Normal  school  without  more 
assistance  than  the  State  now  affords.  The  class  of  young  persons  thus  ex- 
cluded would,  if  qualified,  make  the  most  devoted  and  skillful  teachers  in 
the  State,  and  would  be  much  more  likely  to  make  teaching  a  permanent 
profession  than  those  who  are  in  better  circumstances.  This  supposition  is 
verified  by  experience.  Of  our  own  graduates,  those  who  had  no  means 
of  support  but  teaching,  have  generally  remained  in  the  profession.  Very 
few  of  those  from  families  in  good  circumstances  have  taught  for  more  than 
two  or  three  years.  The  State  would,  therefore,  contribute  largely  to  the 
interests  of  the  public  schools  and  the  profession  of  teaching  by  such  an 
increase  of  appropriation. 

The  people  of  the  State  manifest  a  deep  interest  in  their  excellent  sys- 
tem of  public  schools.  We  have  a  system  unsurpassed  byr  that  of  any  other 
State  in  the  Union,  and  unequalled  by  the  systems  of  most  of  the  other 
States.  The  greatest  obstacle  to  the  working  of  our  system  is  the  lack  of 
well  qualified  teachers.  These  can  be  obtained  in  no  other  way  so  well  as 
b}'  having  them  educated  in  Normal  schools.  For  this  purpose  the  Nor- 
mal schools  were  established.  They  are  organically  connected  with  the 
public  school  system.  To  complete  the  sj'stem,  therefore,  the  State  must 
present  greater  inducements  for  the  teachers  of  common  schools  to  attend 
the  Normal  schools.  I  have  sometimes  thought  that  if  it  were  necessary  it 
would  be  better  to  withhold  a  part  of  the  money  from  the  patrons  of  a  school 
district  and  give  it  to  the  teacher  to  enable  him  more  thoroughly  to  prepare 
for  his  work  by  attending  a  Normal  school. 

Such  an  increase  in  the  appropriation  is  advocated  by  the  principals  of 
all  the  Normal  schools  of  the  State.  They  all  realize  its  necessity  for  the 
more  complete  success  of  the  schools  under  their  charge ;  not  to  increase 
the  number  of  their  pupils,  but  to  secure  the  attendance  of  a  larger  num- 
ber of  teachers  of  common  schools.  No  one  certainly  could  oppose  such 
23 — School  Rep. 
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an  addition  to  the  appropriation  on  the  plea  of  econoni}'.  The  sum  would 
be  so  meagre  in  proportion  to  the  good  it  would  accomplish  that  the  argu- 
ment of  economj'  is  entirely  in  favor  of  the  change  proposed. 

2.  I  suggest  that  the  condition  for  receiving  the  master's  diploma,  which 
is  two  years  of  successful  teaching  in  a  common  school  of  the  State,  be  so 
changed  that  successful  teaching  in  any  school  in  any  State  shall  entitle  a 
graduate  to  this  second  honor. 

One  leading  object  of  the  Normal  school  is  to  build  up  a  profession  of 
teaching.  To  do  this  we  must  have  a  large  number  of  permanent  teachers, 
who  are  not  only  skillful  instructors  but  persons  of  culture  and  ability. 
Without  such  a  band  of  teachers  it  is  impossible  to  build  up  a  permanent 
profession  of  teaching.  Such  teachers  cannot  be  kept  in  our  common 
schools.  Young  men  of  good  education,  possessing  energy  and  ability, 
cannot  be  expected  to  remain  in  our  common  schools  for  the  compensation 
of  from  thirty  to  sixty  dollars  a  month,  the  schools  being  open  only  from 
five  to  eight  months  in  a  year.  Many  of  the  best  qualified  and  most  suc- 
cessful of  our  graduates  are  not  satisfied  to  teach  an  ordinary  common 
school,  but  connect  themselves  with  academies,  and  are  thus,  according  to 
the  present  law,  discpaalified  to  receive  their  professional  diploma.  The  re- 
sult is,  the  profession  of  teaching  loses  all  the  best  ability  and  scholarship. 
The  energy  of  character,  high  culture  and  experience,  that  come  from  study, 
practice  and  age,  all  go  into  other  educational  institutions  or  into  other  kinds 
of  business.  Connection  with  these  other  educational  institutions  breaks  the 
tie  that  binds  them  to  the  Normal  school,  since  they  cannot  obtain  the  mas- 
ter's degree,  and  thus  prevents  the  cultivation  of  that  esprit  de  corps  which 
is  necessary  for  a  cultivated  and  influential  profession.  Without  au^  influ- 
ence to  bind  them  strongly  to  the  profession  of  teaching,  only  a  few  remain 
permanently  connected  with  these  higher  institutions,  but  go  into  avoca- 
tions in  which  there  is  a  better  opportunity  for  the  attainment  of  high  suc- 
cess. 

Should  it  be  replied  that  these  other  institutions  are  not  a  part  of  our 
common  school  system,  I  answer  that  such  an  objection  is  merely  technical 
and  without  weight.  The  object  of  a  school  system  is  the  education  of  all 
our  people,  and  these  other  institutions  are  working  for  this  end  as  well 
as  our  common  schools.  Our  educational  institutions  have  a  common  aim  ; 
they  are  engaged  in  the  same  cause ;  and  for  our  Normal  school  law  to  say 
to  a  cultivated  and  experienced  teacher,  who  graduates  at  a  Normal  school, 
you  must  teach  in  a  common  school  for  your  master's  degree ;  if  you  teach 
in  Wyoming  Seminary,  or  Mount  Joy  Academy,  or  Lehigh  University,  or 
Lafaj  ette  College,  you  are  not  worthy  of  a  master's  diploma,  is  an  invidious 
distinction,  exceedingly  absurd  and  damaging  to  the  cause;  and  yet  this  is 
the  law  as  it  stands  on  our  statute  books  to-day.     Some  of  our  most  worthy 
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3'oung  men  and  women,  usually  the  most  talented  and  best  scholars  in  their 
class,  have  taught  in  such  institutions,  and,  having  made  their  mark,  at  the 
end  of  two  years  have  returned  to  their  alma  mater  for  her  endorsement 
of  their  success,  and  she  has  been  obliged  to  turn  her  back  upon  them  and 
say,  we  do  not  know  you  as  professional  teachers ;  you  are  outsiders,  un- 
wortlry  in  the  eye  of  the  law  to  receive  your  master's  degree.  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  such  treatment  should  alienate  the  graduates  of  any  institu- 
tion, both  from  the  institution  itself  and  the  cause  it  represents? 

3.  I  suggest  that  the  pledge  to  graduates  which  requires  them  to  teach 
two  years  in  the  common  school,  as  a  condition  for  receiving  the  appropria- 
tion, be  so  modified  as  to  permit  them  to  teach  in  any  school  in  the  State. 

This  requirement  of  the  school  law  is  founded  upon  the  same  error  as 
the  one  previously  discussed.  The  State  refuses  to  give  the  appropriation 
of  fifty  dollars  to  a  graduate  unless  he  teaches  for  two  years  in  a  common 
school.  No  matter  how  well  he  may  teach  in  an  academy  or  a  seminary  or 
a  college,  the  law  holds  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  as  one 
who  has  done  his  work  in  the  common  school. 

This,  also,  I  regard  as  an  invidious  distinction,  unjust  and  impolitic.  It 
is  unjust  both  to  the  graduate  and  to  the  school  in  which  he  may  teach. 
The  object  of  the  Normal  school  is  to  give  our  people,  not  the  State,  toe 
have  no  State  schools,  intelligent  and  skillful  teachers.  The  young  man 
who  teaches  in  the  college  or  academy  benefits  the  people  as  much  as  one 
who  teaches  in  a  common  school,  and  is,  therefore,  just  as  deserving  of  State 
aid.  To  deprive  him  of  it,  or  require  him  to  refund  it,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
gross  injustice.  The  distinction,  I  have  said,  is  invidious.  It  is  calculated 
to  create  feelings  of  jealousy  between  the  common  school  and  other  insti- 
tutions. Academies,  seeing  the  State  thus  discriminating  against  them,  ig- 
noring their  benefits  to  the  people,  will  naturally  feel  sensitive  toward  com- 
mon schools  and  common  school  teachers.  What  we  need  for  the  success 
of  our  profession  is  a  feeling  of  common  interest,  a  pride  in  a  common  pro- 
fession, and  the  State  should  do  all  in  its  power  to  foster  this  feeling.  The 
law  should  be  a  tie  to  unite  us  in  a  common  brotherhood,  laboring  for  the 
development  of  the  mind  and  heart  of  the  youth  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Should  it  be  answered  that  the  Normal  schools  were  established  to  furnish 
teachers  for  the  common  schools,  and  for  these  alone,  and  that  the  acade- 
mies are  not  a  part  of  our  common  school  system,  then  I  reply  that  this 
argument  is  technical  and  narrow-minded  in  the  extreme.  The  common 
schools  belong  to  the  people  ;  so  do  the  academies  and  colleges.  They  are 
all  established  for  the  education  of  the  people,  aud  it  is  unworthy  of  a  broad 
and  liberal  school  system  to  adhere  to  a  policy  so  narrow  and  ungenerous. 

4.  I  suggest  that  our  law  be  so  amended  as  to  confer  upon  the  graduate's 
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of  State  Normal  schools  of  other  States  the  privileges  and  immunities  en- 
joyed by  the  graduates  of  our  own  schools. 

The  object  of  the  Normal  school  is  not  merely  to  put  so  many  teachers 
into  a  certain  class  of  schools,  but  to  build  up  a  great  profession  of  teach- 
ing in  this  country.  It  is  proper  that  a  State  should  look  first  to  her  own 
interests,  but  it  is  certainly  a  selfish  policy  that  will  not  allow  a  State  to 
look  be3rond  her  own  borders.  State  lines  mean  but  little  in  all  the  great 
organizations  in  this  country.  Are  we  more  or  less  Masons  or  Odd  Fellows, 
or  lawyers  or  doctors,  because  we  are  residents  of  Pennsylvania?  Does 
Princeton  prepare  preachers  for  New  Jerse}r  merely  ?  Is  a  diploma  from 
Harvard  of  use  to  a  person  only  while  residing  in  Massachusetts  ?  So  the 
profession  of  teaching  should  not  be  restricted  by  State  lines.  A  college 
diploma  constitutes  its  holder  Bachelor  or  Master  of  Arts  in  any  State.  So 
a  diploma  from  a  State  Normal  school  should  be  recognized  in  any  and 
every  State  in  the  Union. 

THE    PAST    YEAR    OF    OUR    SCHOOL. 

The  school  during  the  past  year  has  enjoyed  its  usual  prosperity.  Our 
rolls  show  an  attendance  of  eight  hundred  and  eighty-four  pupils,  of  whom 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  belonged  to  the  model  school  and  seven  hun- 
dred and  fortj'-seven  to  the  Normal  school.  Of  these,  three  hundred  and 
twenty-four  were  ladies  and  five  hundred  and  sixty  were  gentlemen.  The 
winter  session  numbered  five  hundred  and  four  pupils  and  the  summer  ses- 
sion six  hundred  and  eight,  making  the  total  for  both  sessions  eleven  hun- 
dred and  twelve.  The  winter  session  was  not  quite  so  large  as  the  previous 
year,  while  the  summer  session  was  larger.  The  number  of  different  pupils 
exceeded  that  of  the  previous  year  by  twenty  eight,  while  the  whole  number 
attending  during  both  sessions  was  fourteen  less  than  the  preceding  year. 

Graduates.— The  graduating  class  consisted  of  forty-five  members,  of 
whom  seventeen  were  ladies  and  twenty-eight  were  gentlemen.  One  of  the 
ladies  was  a  member  of  the  classical  course ;  six  of  the  gentlemen  were 
members  of  the  scientific  course,  and  the  remaining  thirty-eight  were  mem- 
bers of  the  elementary  course.  All  but  seven  signed  the  pledge  to  teach 
and  received  the  appropriation.  The  others  had  already  received  it  as  gradu- 
ates of  the  elementary  course.  All  the  members  of  the  class  who  desired 
to  teach  immediately  are  engaged  in  teaching,  several  of  them  occupying 
positions  of  considerable  responsibility  and  honor.  Two  remain  with  us 
to  complete  the  higher  course,  and  several  of  them  contemplate  returning 
at  some  future  time  for  the  same  purpose.  We  are  pleased  to  notice  the 
increased  interest  which  our  graduates  manifest  in  completing  the  higher 
ourse  of  study,  as  it  evinces  an  ambition  to  secure  a  greater  degree  of 
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thoroughness  in  the  preparation  for  school  work,  which  is  an  honor  to  them 
and  an  encouraging  fact  to  the  friends  of  education. 

Under-graduates. — The  number  of  under-graduates,  who  drew  the  appro- 
priation of  fifty  cents  a  week  during  the  past  3Tear,  is  five  hundred  and 
thirty-six.  They  all  received  regular,  S3rstematic  instruction  in  the  science 
and  art  of  teaching.  A  number  of  others,  who  were  too  young  to  be  enti- 
tled to  the  appropriation,  or  who  did  not  feel  qualified  to  take  it,  were  also 
members  of  the  teaching  classes.  The  instruction  to  these  classes,  as  pre- 
viously explained,  is  given  by  lectures,  the  pupils  being  required  to  take 
careful  notes,  by  which  each  lecture  is  reviewed  at  the  meeting  for  the  fol- 
lowing lecture.  They  are  also  required  to  read  a  text-book  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  lectures,  and  occasionally  recite  from  it. 

Finances. — The  income  of  the  institution  during  the  past  3Tear  amounted 
to  §89,508  18.  Of  this,  $74,862  90  was  for  tuition  and  boarding ;  $5,328  90 
State  appropriation,  not  including  the  $1,900  to  graduates,  and  $9,316  38 
from  all  other  sources.  Our  expenses  amounted  to  $84,697  54,  the  items 
of  which  may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  statistical  report.  This  shows 
a  net  income  during  the  last  year  of  $4,810  64,  after  expending  $2,029  00 
for  the  discharge  of  the  floating  debt  occasioned  by  the  enlargement  of  the 
buildings  a  few  years  ago.  By  mistake  this  floating  debt,  amounting  to 
$2,G99  00,  was  omitted  in  the  report  of  last  }Tear.  The  indebtedness  of  the 
institution  at  the  close  of  the  present  year  consists  of  a  floating  debt  of 
$670,  and  a  bonded  debt  of  $15,000.  The  balance  of  proceeds,  as  shown 
by  the  report,  will  be  immediately  applied  towards  the  discharge  of  this  in- 
debtedness. 

With  a  very  full  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  thoroughly  educated 
teachers,  and  the  responsibility  of  Normal  schools  in  their  education, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yery  truly  yours, 

EDWARD  BROOKS,  Principal 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF 
THE  TWELFTH  DISTRICT. 

Edinboro',  October,  1871. 

Hon.  J.  P.  WlCKERSHAM, 

State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  : 

Dear  Sir: — From  the  report  of  the  trustees  you  will  see  that  the  last 
school  year  was,  in  point  of  income,  the  most  prosperous  year  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  school.  You  will  also  learn  from  the  same  report  that  the  gradu- 
ating class  was  the  largest  which  we  have  ever  had. 
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It  is  gratifying  to  the  friends  of  the  school  to  know  that  our  standard  of 
scholarship  and  methods  of  instruction  have  advanced  with  the  prosperity 
of  the  institution.  In  no  previous  year  has  our  standard  been  as  high  or 
our  methods  of  teaching  as  useful  and  successful.  I  believe  the  profes- 
sional zeal  o-f  our  students  was  never  so  great,  and  that  our  work  never 
more  fully  conformed  to  the  work  of  a  professional  school.  Having  made 
these  general  statements,  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to  mention  the  following 
particulars : 

1st.  We  aim  to  lead  our  students  to  believe  that  their  progress  at  school 
will  be  in  a  direct  ratio  to  their  regular,  systematic  and  earnest  stud}'. 
Man}-  young  persons  act  on  the  belief  that  something  besides  stud}'  will  do 
them  good  at  school.  In  order  to  enable  our  students  to  know  that  only 
study  will  do  them  good,  the}'  are  asked  to  write  answers  to  the  following 
questions : 

What  do  you  intend  to  acquire  at  school? 

How  do  you  expect  to  acquire  it  ? 

Whose  fault  will  it  be  if  you  do  not  acquire  it  ? 

The  answers  to  these  questions,  though  varying  in  form,  are  usually  in 
substance : 

I  come  to  gain  an  education. 

I  expect  to  get  it  by  stud}'. 

It  will  be  my  own  fault  if  I  do  not  obtain  it. 

2d.  We  try  to  lead  the  students  to  believe  that  the  development  of  their 
minds,  the  discipline  of  their  powers  and  the  formation  of  right  habits  of 
study  and  thought*,  are  of  much  greater  value  to  them  than  the  acquisition 
of  knowledge. 

We  use  many  expedients  to  make  them  know  and  feel  this.  The  most 
useful  means  we  find  to  be  short,  clear  and  pointed  illustration  of  the  differ- 
ence between  knowledge  and  wisdom,  information  and  education,  and  the 
effect  of  study  upon  the  human  mind.  Often  these  illustrations  are  taken 
from  educational  works,  but  oftener  they  are  found  in  the  better  class  of 
magazines  and  newspapers^  Occasionally  they  are  taken  from  school  re- 
ports, or  are  found  in  the  reports  of  State  or  national  educational  conven- 
tions. When  given  they  are  re-told  by  the  students,  discussed,  explained 
and  criticised  until  they  are  well  understood. 

3d.  We  aim  to  cultivate  the  moral  nature  of  our  students,  and  lead  them 
to  yield  a  prompt  and  willing  obedience  to  the  teachings  of  their  reason  and 
conscience.  We  seek  to  produce  this  result  by  encouraging  all  right  action, 
and  Try  showing  the  folly  and  wickedness  of  every  wrong  act.  The  morn- 
ing chapel  lessons  are  so  selected  and  conducted  as  to  make  the  students 
acquainted  with  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  christian  religion.  The 
passages  read  from  the  Bible  are  selected  with  care,  and,  as  far  as  possible, 
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are  chosen  to  meet  the  varying  conditions  and  necessities  of  student  life. 
I  have  so  often  mentioned  our  regular  Bible  class  instruction  that  I  will 
omit  any  especial  mention  at  this  time  of  both  our  Bible  class  and  our  Nor- 
mal christian  association. 

During  the  summer  our  model  school  rooms  were  re-seated  with  patent 
Assembby  desks — single  seats.  The  expense  of  the  seats,  with  some  ap- 
paratus for  the  school,  was  seven  hundred  dollars.  These  expenses  were 
not  given  in  the  statistical  report,  as  they  have  been  paid  since  the  1st  of 
September.  The  model  school  room  is  now  as  well  seated  and  as  conveni- 
ent as  it  is  possible  to  make  it.  We  have  the  room  full  of  scholars,  and 
they  are  all  taught  by  the  senior  class  in  the  Normal  school.  The  teaching 
is  generally  satisfactory  to  the  pupils  and  profitable  to  those  who  teach.  I 
am  giving  more  time  and  attention  to  this  department  than  ever  before, 
and  expect  to  make  it  more  useful  in  preparing  teachers  for  practical  school 
room  work. 

Yery  respectfully  yours, 

J.  A.  COOPER,  Principal. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF 
THE  FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

Mansfield,  October,  1871. 

Hon.  J.  P.  WlCKERSIIAM, 

State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  school  year  end- 
ing June  29,  1871: 

The  whole  number  of  students  enrolled  during  the  year  was  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven,  of  which  number  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  were 
gentlemen  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  were  ladies.  The  school  has 
enjoyed  its  usual  prosperit}",  and  it  has  had  about  as  many  students  as 
could  be  well  accommodated. 

Graduates. — The  graduating  class  at  the  last  commencement  was  the 
largest  we  have  ever  had,  thirty-one  graduating  in  the  elementary  course ; 
of  whom  fifteen  were  gentlemen  and  sixteen  were  ladies,  and  six  ladies 
graduated  in  instrumental  music.  Nearby  all  are  now  engaged  in  teaching. 
All  the  members  of  the  class,  with  one  exception,  signed  the  agreement  to 
teach,  and  received  $50  State  appropriation.  The  class  are  emplo3*ed  teach- 
ing in  graded  schools  for  the  most  part,  though  one,  Mr.  F.  M.  Smith,  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  assistant  professor  of  mathematics  in  this  insti- 
tution. 
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Normal  Teachers  in  the  District. — Our  County  Superintendent,  Professor 
Ilorton,  reports  one  hundred  and  nine  Normal  teachers  in  the  county  dur- 
ing the  year.  In  other  counties  those  who  have  attended  the  school  and 
desire  to  teach  receive  very  good  appointments. 

Scholastic  and  Professional  Work. — The  school  is  divided  into  four 
grades,  and  each  grade  has  its  regular  studies.  The  grades  are  called 
Senior,  Junior  A,  Junior  B  and  Sub-junior.  It  sometimes  happens  that 
a  grade  has  too  many  for  one  class,  in  which  case  it  is  divided  into  sections. 
It  is  the  design  that  the  students  in  each  grade  shall  complete  the  studies 
of  the  grade  before  being  advanced  to  a  higher  grade.  We  aim  to  make 
the  scholastic  work  thorough,  though  we  constantly  teach  with  reference 
to  fitting  the  student  for  teaching.  All  who  receive  State  appropriation 
receive  daily  instruction  in  the  science  and  art  of  teaching,  and  some  join 
the  class  who  are  not  old  enough  to  receive  the  appropriation,  in  accordance 
with  law,  fixing  the  age  at  seventeen. 

Death  of  Prof.  Henry  W.  Jones — Our  institution  has  met  with  a  very 
great  loss  in  the  death  of  II.  W.  Jones,  professor  of  mathematics  and  natu- 
ral philosophy.  Mr.  J.  entered  the  school  as  a  student  in  1864,  and  was 
connected  with  it  as  a  student  and  teacher  till  the  day  of  his  death,  Sep- 
tember 2,  1871.  He  graduated  in  the  scientific  course  in  1867,  and  spent 
a  part  of  a  year  in  California,  returning  in  fall  of  1868.  He  was  appointed 
assistant  professor  of  mathematics,  and  in  1869  he  was  appointed  professor 
of  mathematics  and  natural  philosophy.  He  was  an  excellent  mathemati- 
cian, a  great  worker,  a  warm  hearted  christian  man. 

[lis  sympathies  were  always  with  his  pupils,  and  many  of  them  dropped 
tears  of  sorrow  as  the  news  came  of  the  early  death  of  their  teacher  and 
friend.  He  died  at  his  father's  house,  in  Chester,  while  sitting  in  his  chair, 
in  the  twent}r-sixth  year  of  his  age.  His  remains  now  lie  in  the  Friends' 
graveyard,  at  Haverford,  Delaware  county,  about  four  miles  from  his  birth- 
place, where  his  boyhood  so  pleasantly  passed  away. 

Piccommendations  for  changes  in  the  Normal  School  Law : 

1.  That  the  appropriation  to  students  be  increased  to  one  dollar  per  week. 

2.  That  pupils  of  sixteen  years  of  age  be  eligible  to  the  appropriation. 

3.  That  successful  teaching  in  any  educational  institution  shall  be  re- 
garded as  sufficient  qualification  for  the  second  degree. 

4.  I  recommend  an  annual  appropriation  for  the  public  libraries  of  each 
one  of  our  Normal  schools. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  H.  VERRILL,  Principal. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF 
THE  THIRD  DISTRICT. 

Kutztown,  Berks  county,  September,  1S71. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersiiam, 

Superintendent  of  Common  School*  : 

In  response  to  the  announcement  made  in  the  fall  of  1859,  that  a  select 
school  would  be  opened  near  Kutztown,  only  five  students  reported,  and 
out  of  this  small  beginning  grew  what  was  afterwards  known  as  Maxatawny 
Seminary.  That  this  seminary  developed  into  a  State  Normal  school  has 
been  stated  in  previous  reports.  Few  Normal  schools  can  boast  of  having 
met  with  more  general  favor  when  they  were  first  established.  Students 
came  in  from  all  parts  of  Berks  and  the  adjoining  counties,  so  that  the 
success  of  the  institution  during  the  first  two  years  far  surpassed  the  ex- 
pectations of  its  most  sanguine  friends. 

But  in  the  course  of  time  troubles  arose  in  our  midst ;  teacher  after  teacher 
left  on  account  of  difficulties  in  the  faculty ;  the  enthusiasm  which  once 
prevailed  among  the  students  died  out,  and  the  necessary  consequence  was 
a  decrease  in  the  number  of  those  who  came  from  a  distance  to  enjoy  the 
advantages  of  the  institution.  In  the  year,  which  ended  September,  18G8, 
three  hundred  and  eighty-five  students  were  enrolled  in  the  Normal  depart- 
ment. During  the  last  year  the  number  enrolled  in  this  department  was 
only  two  hundred  and  fifteen. 

But  now  "the  bone  of  contention  is  gone,"  and  the  affairs  of  the  school 
are  assuming  a  more  promising  appearance.  An  era  of  good  feeling  has 
dawned  upon  the  faculty  ;  the  enthusiasm  of  by-gone  days  has  been  revived 
among  the  students,  and  harmony  now  reigns  supreme  in  the  counsels  of 
the  board  of  trustees.  During  the  last  vacation  the  buildings  were  greatly 
improved  by  the  introduction  of  steam  heating  apparatus,  which  will  add 
very  much  to  the  comfort  of  all  connected  with  the  institution.  That  this 
important  step  was  taken  is  mainly  due  to  the  energetic  efforts  of  the  Rev. 
B.  E.  Kramlieh,  who  is  president  of  the  board  of  trustees.  Other  improve- 
ments have  also  been  made,  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  specify  in  this  con- 
nection. 

Firmly  convinced  that  a  glorious  future  is  yet  in  store  for  the  Keystone 
State  Normal  school,  and  in  humble  reliance  upon  Him,  who  always  over- 
rules evil  for  good,  we  look  forward  with  anxious  hope  to  the  day  when  the 
energy  and  the  vivacity  of  youth  will  be  guided  by  the  wisdom  of  age,  be- 
cause we  have  reason  to  expect  that  all  the  misfortunes  of  the  past  will  be 
fully  wiped  out  by  the  success  which  will  then  crown  the  era  that  has  just 
begun. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER,  Acting. Principal. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF 
THE  SIXTH  DISTRICT. 

Bloomsbukg,  October,  1811. 

Hon.  J.  P.  WlCKERSIIAM, 

Slate  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  : 

In  compliance  with  the  law  regulating  Normal  schools,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  State  Normal  school  of  the  Sixth  dis- 
trict, for  the  year  ending  August  21,  1871 : 

This  school  has  full}'  maintained  the  firm  hold  it  had  secured  upon  its 
patrons  during  the  first  year  of  its  existence.  "Within  the  past  year  the 
names  of  three  hundred  and  two  students  have  heen  enrolled.  Although 
not  so  many  different  students  as  in  the  preceding  3Tear,  yet  the  number 
has  contained  a  greater  proportion  of  those  who,  having  attained  some 
age,  had  acquired  considerable  experience  from  their  contact  with  the  world: 
these  have  given  that  dignity  and  stability  to  the  institution  which  are  so 
much  desired. 

With  us  the  problem  of  self-government  has  been  solved.  It  is  no  longer 
a  disputed  question  whether  or  not  youth  can  be  entrusted  with  an  attempt 
at  governing  themselves.  At  the  opening  of  the  winter  term,  in  January, 
the  principal  suggested  that  the  students  assume  the  responsibility  of  mak- 
ing and  enforcing  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  boarding  hall.  A 
committee  from  their  own  number  drafted  a  constitution  and  by-laws,  which 
being  unanimously  Approved,  a  republican  form  of  government  was  speedily 
established.  A  general  secretary,  three  hall  secretaries  and  a  prudential 
committee  were  elected  monthly  to  assume  charge  and  give  directions. — 
Each  student  seemed  to  vie  with  the  others  in  proving  that  the  confidence 
of  their  instructors  had  not  been  misplaced.  The  plan  had  only  been  per- 
fected and  the  system  inaugurated,  when  the  principal  and  professor  boarding 
in  the  hall,  on  account  of  sickness,  were,  for  a  time,  incapacitated  for  per- 
forming their  duties.  Instead  of  disorder  and  irregularities,  only  the  best 
of  order  and  most  perfect  regularity  prevailed.  Thus  a  school  of  bright 
and  active  young  ladies  and  gentlemen,  under  the  most  unfavorable  cir- 
cumstances, proved  that  self-government  is  not  impossible. 

The  graduating  class  consisted  of  eleven — six  gentlemen  and  five  ladies — • 
many  of  whom  now  occupy  positions  of  responsibilitj-  as  teachers  and  are 
meeting  with  flattering  success.  One  of  the  class  is  now  a  member  of  the 
faculty  of  this  Normal  school.  One  State  certificate  was  conferred  without 
graduation. 

It  has  ever  been  the  purpose  of  this  institution  to  encourage  the  study  of 
the  classics.  Maintaining  that  excellence  in  our  own  language  can  not  be 
reached  without  classical  culture,  we  have  always  urged  our  students  to 
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study  the  languages.  Such  facilities  have  been  furnished  that  a  majority 
of  the  graduates  have  acquired  considerable  knowledge  of  the  Latin  and 
some  have  even  pursued  the  study  of  Greek.  The  modern  languages  have 
also  not  been  neglected.  German  and  French  have  occupied  the  attention 
of  a  part  of  the  class  until  much  familiarity  with  these  has  likewise  been 
acquired. 

Your  appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  lias  been  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  valuable  and  interesting  books  for  the  school  library.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  thereby  a  general  interest  for  reading  and  high-toned  litera- 
ture may  be  awakened  that  will  lead  to  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  for  its  own 
sake. 

Daring  the  last  winter  a  series  of  lectures  was  provided,  at  the  expense 
of  the  principal,  for  the  benefit  of  students  and  the  appreciative  part  of  the 
community.  Many  lecturers  of  reputation  were  secured  that  their  style  of 
composition  and  delivery  might  be  studied,  and  serve  thereby  to  stimulate 
all  to  more  earnestness  in  literary  pursuits. 

The  health  of  the  students  has  been  rernarkabty  good.'  With  an  even 
temperature  and  well  ventilated  rooms  no  sickness  of  a  serious  character 
has  prevailed  during  the  3'ear.  Our  aim  is  still  to  make  the  stay  of  students 
here  pleasant  as  well  as  profitable,  by  arranging  everything  for  their  com- 
fort. Considerable  labor  and  money  have  been  expended  in  beautifying 
the  grounds,  in  order  to  increase  their  attractiveness  and  give  a  home-like 
air  to  the  school.  Order  and  beauty  here  have  exerted  a  great  influence  in 
giving  grace  and  dignity  to  the  students,  forming  strong  chai'acter  and  cul- 
tivated tastes. 

Altogether  the  past  j^ear  has  been  one  of  great  success.  If  the  interest 
awakened  in  the  community,  and  the  zealousness  of  pupils  be  taken  as  an 
index,  we  can  anticipate  nothing  other  than  a  prosperous  future  for  the 
Normal  school  of  the  Sixth  district. 

Most  respectfully  submitted. 

HENRY   CARVER,  Principal. 


REPORT  OP  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF 
THE  FIRST  DISTRICT. 

West  Chester,  October,  1871. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersiiam, 

State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  : 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Normal  school  law,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  State  Normal  school  of  the 
First  district  : 
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History. — The  State  Normal  school  of  the  First  district  had  its  origin 
in  the  resolution  of  the  trustees  of  the  West  Chester  Academy,  to  enlarge 
its  basis  and  become  a  Normal  school  under  the  laws  of  the  State.  The 
academy  was  incorporated- in  1812,  and  for  almost  sixty  years  had  main- 
tained a  high  reputation  for  liberal  culture. 

Its  property  had  increased  in  value  from  $3,271  50  to  nearly  $30,000  00. 
The  trustees,  believing  a  re-organization  of  the  institution,  under  another 
name,  with  enlarged  means  aiubpowers.  would  better  promote  the  objects 
of  its  original  founders,  decided  to  invite  the  co-operation  and  assistance 
of  the  friends  of  education,  and,  by  a  transfer  of  the  funds  invested  in  the 
academy  propcrt3r,  secure  the  erection  of  more  commodious  buildings,  and 
lay  a  broader  and  deeper  foundation  for  the  instruction  of  our  youth,  while 
at  the  same  time  it  should  afford  that  educational  training  of  teachers  which 
'is  required  for  our  common  schools,  and  upon  which  the  fostering  care  of 
the  State  has  been  so  liberally  bestowed. 

After  several  meetings,  in  which  the  trustees  very  fully  considered  the 
subject,  they  laid  it  before  a  public  meeting  of  the  citizens,  called  for  the 
purpose,  from  which  the}'  received  a  cordial  and  co-operative  response  to 
their  appeal.  Satisfactory  terms  were  agreed  upon  between  the  parties  in- 
terested, and  the  work  was  undertaken  with  commendable  zeal  and  energy. 
A  bill  was  procured  from  the  Legislature  incorporating  the  West  Chester 
Slate  Normal  school,  and  authorizing  the  trustees  of  the  academy  to  sell 
the  property  belonging  to  that  corporation  and  invest  the  proceeds  in  the 
new  institution.  Persons  wTei-e  named  in  the  bill  who  were  acceptable  to 
the  different  parties,  who  wei'e  invested  with  powers  to  conduct  the  business 
of  the  corporation  until  a  board  of  trustees  should  be  elected  on  the  first 
Monday  of  May,  1871,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law.  Under 
the  power  conferred  upon  the  committee,  they  purchased  a  lot  of  ground, 
containing  ten  acres,  located  on  High  street,  within  the  borough  limits, 
near  its  southern  boundary,  at  a  cost  of  ten  thousand  dollars.  They  also 
procured  plans  of  the  building,  designed  by  Addison  Ilutton,  Esq.,  a  very 
competent  architect,  cf  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  These  plans  were  adopted 
by  the  committee  having  charge  of  the  work,  and  approved  by  the  trustees 
of  the  academy.  Specifications  were  prepared  and  proposals  issued,  invit- 
ing bids  for  the  erection  of  the  buildings,  to  which  answers  were  received 
from  eleven  different  parties,  varying  in  amount  from  $74,000  to  $108,973. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  1870,  the  bid  of  Yarnall  &  Cooper,  of  Philadelphia, 
was  accepted,  and  the  contract  awarded  to  them  at  $74,000.  Early  in  the 
month  of  July  the  building  was  commenced,  under  the  supervision  of  a 
building  committee,  and  a  superintendent  appointed  to  have  a  general  over- 
sight of  the  work.  On  the  1 4th  day  of  September  the  corner-stone  was 
laid  by  Prof.  J.  P.  Wicker  sham,  the  State  Superintendent  of  Common 
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Schools,  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  congrega- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  the  district. 

On  the  following  February  the  work  upon  the  building  had  so  far  ad- 
vanced that  application  was  made  to  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  to  make  the  necessary  inspec- 
tion, with  a  view  to  have  it  accepted  as  a  State  institution.  Upon  this  ap- 
plication a  committee  was  appointed,  who,  on  the  22d  day  of  February, 
1871,  visited  the  buildings,  made  the  necessary  examinations  and  reported 
favorably ;  whereupon  the  Superintendent  issued  his  proclamation,  declar- 
ing the  institution  a  State  Normal  school  for  the  First  district. 

The  Legislature  very  promptly  appropriated  $15,000,  which  has  been 
drawn  from  the  State  Treasury  and  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  intended.  The  trustees  of  the  academy  have  disposed  of  the  real  estate, 
and  placed  the  proceeds  to  the  credit  of  the  Normal  school. 

Intention. — It  is  the  intention  of  the  trustees  and  faculty  of  the  school 
to  present  most  excellent  opportunities  to  those  desiring  to  obtain  either 
an  English,  classical  or  scientific  education.  Special  attention  will  be  paid 
to  those  intending  to  fit  themselves  for  teachers,  and  at  the  same  time  it  is 
intended  that  no  school  in  the  State  shall  afford  better  opportunities  for 
fitting  young  men  for  college  and  for  the  scientific  schools.  In  instruction 
more  attention  will  be  paid  to  quality  than  to  quantity.  The  aim  will  be 
to  send  forth  young  men  and  women  able  to  think  and  act  for  themselves- 

Present  Condition — The  school  opened  on  the  25th  of  September,  with 
very  encouraging  prospects.  There  are  160  names  enrolled  at  the  present 
time  in  the  various  departments,  and  applications  are  continually  received. 
The  building  is  new,  and  furnished  throughout  in  the  best  manner.  It  is 
heated  by  steam  and  lighted  with  gas  throughout.  Water-closets,  wash- 
rooms and  bath-rooms  are  all  complete  and  under  one  roof. 

Officers  of  Instruction  and  Government. — The  faculty,  at  present,  is  as 
follows :  Ezekiel  II.  Cook,  A.  M.,  principal,  professor  of  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  teaching  and  mental  and  moral  sciences ;  J.  Hunter  Worrall,  A.  M., 
Ph.  P.,  professor  of  higher  mathematics  and  ancient  languages  ;  Henry  N. 
Hoxie,  professor  of  Greek,  Latin  and  English  literature ;  Eugene  Paulin, 
A.  M.,  University  of  Paris,  professor  of  modern  languages ;  Fred.  S.  Cur- 
tis, Ph.  B.,  professor  of  mathematics  and  natural  sciences ;  J.  Max  Muller, 
professor  of  instrumental  music ;  D.  Hayes  Rupert,  professor  of  vocal  mu- 
sic ;  Lucy  M.  Loring,  teacher  of  history  and  geography ;  Mary  R.  Field, 
teacher  of  elocution  and  grammar ;  Emily  Hambleton,  teacher  of  reading 
and  orthography ;  Ellen  Paxson,  assistant  teacher  in  English  branches : 
Mary  E.  Bradley,  teacher  of  drawing  and  penmanship. 

Hoping  to  be  able  to  present  to  you  a  favorable  report  of  the  working 
condition  of  the  school  in  my  next, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  j'ours, 

E.  H.  COOK,  Principal. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  LINCOLN  UNIVERSITY. 

Lincoln  University,  Pa.,  November  14,  1871. 

Hon.  J.  P.  WlCKERSHAM, 

Stale.  Superintendent  of  Common  ScJiools : 

By  action  of  the  board  of  trustees,  in  June,  1871,  the  four  departments  of 
a  university  were  definitely  established.  It  is  the  design  of  the  board  to 
qualify  students  for  all  the  responsibilities*which  they  must  assume  in  minis^ 
tering  to  the  wants  of  our  colored  population.  They  need  educated  teachers 
to  instruct  their  youth,  business  men  to  save  and  utilize  the  accumulations 
of  industry,  physicians  skilled  in  the  application  of  remedies  to  suffering 
and  disease,  lawyers  to  protect  them  in  their  personal  rights  under  the  law, 
and  ministers  to  guide  them  in  the  wa}r  of  righteousness  and  life.  "We  do 
not  design  to  limit  their  choice  to  some  of  these  advantages,  withholding 
others  altogether  from  their  possession.  All  are  necessaiy,  and  they  must 
choose  according  to  their  fitness  and  inclinations  as  the  most  favored  com- 
munities. In  carrying  this  plan  into  effect  it  is  not  intended  to  put  men 
forward  into  honorary  positions,  without  exacting  the  most  thorough  quali- 
fications. The  higher  departments  are  open  only  to  graduates  of  the  col- 
legiate department,  and  to  others  on  a  satisfactory  examination. 

The  medical  department  has  been  in  successful  operation  one  year.  It 
is  under  the  charge  of  experienced  and  scientific  physicians.  The  course 
of  study  is  that  usually  pursued  in  medical  colleges.  And  the  testimony  of 
the  professors  is  that  in  the  prosecution  of  their  studies  the  students  meet 
every  requirement.  Dr.  S.  B.  Howell,  of  Philadelphia,  lectures  on  Chem- 
istry, Materia  Medico,  and  Pharmacy;  Dr.  E.  C.  Line,  of  Philadelphia,  on 
Surgery  ;  Dr.  J.  W.  Houston,  of  Homeville,  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology, 
and  Dr.  D.  D.  Kennedy,  of  Oxford,  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine. There  is  urgent  need  in  this  department  of  apparatus  and  increased 
facilities  and  room  for  practical  demonstration  in  the  various  subjects  of  a 
medical  course. 

The  law  department  continues  in  its  operations.  Lectures  are  regularly 
delivered  to  the  students.  A  close  court  affords  opportunity  to  put  their 
legal  abilities  to  the  test.  The  experience  in  this  departmant  justifies  the 
expectation  that  it  will  become  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  university. 
If  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  law  is  any  guarantee  of  justice,  there  is  no 
part  of  our  population  that  so  much  need  the  advantages  of  legal  training. 
Hon.  Joseph  J.  Lewis,  Esquires  J.  Smith  Futhey,  Joseph  C.  Turner,  John 
J.  Pinkerton,  J.  M.  Cresson  Dickey,  Oliver  Sidwell,  George  F.  Smith  and 
William  T.  Fulton,  have  lectured  before  the  law  class  during  the  last  year. 

By  the  amended  charter  of  the  university,  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
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Pennsylvania  and  approved  on  the  18th  of  February,  1871,  the  theological 
department  was  put  under  the  care  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church  of  the  United  States  of  America.  While  this  relation 
gives  a  guarantee  that  this  department  shall  not  fall  into  incompetent  or 
untrustworthy  hands,  its  intention  and  effect  is  not  to  restrict  its  sphere  of 
influence.  Worthy  young  men  of  various  denominations  are  admitted  to 
the  classes.  Great  prominence  is  given  to  Biblical  instruction.  Among 
other  studies  usual  in  a  theological  course,  the  classes  are  exercised  in  the 
exegesis  of  the  Old  Testament  in  Hebrew,  the  New  Testament  in  Greek, 
and  in  the  English  version.  It  cannot  but  be  a  matter  of  strong  desire  to 
all  philanthropists  that  these  students  should  form  a  thorough  acquaintance 
with,  and  a  deep  reverence  for  that  Book,  which  is  regarded  by  our  best 
and  wisest  statesmen  as  the  charter  of  our  liberties.  A  full  course  occupies 
three  years. 

Rev.  E.  E.  Adams,  D.  D.,  widely  known  as  an  accomplished  and  eloquent  , 
preacher,  and  who  filled  the  chair  of  sacred  rhetoric  in   this  department, 
died  on  Friday,  the  3d  inst.     His  loss,  deeply  felt  not  only  by  his  ministe- 
rial bretheren  but  by  all  good  men   who  knew  him,  is  a  calamity  to  the 
university. 

The  collegiate  department  is  in  full  operation.  Ten  students  were  gradu- 
ated last  June,  some  of  them  with  high  honors  in  particular  subjects  of 
study.  The  proficiency  of  the  students  is  tested  by  daily  oral  recitations 
and  stated  written  examinations.  The  professors,  without  exception,  ex- 
press their  satisfaction  in  the  results  of  their  labor.  The  capabilities  of  the 
students  are  manifested  in  every  department  of  culture  and  investigation. 
They  are  competent  to  follow  wherever  we  can  lead  the  way,  and  manifested 
both  talent  and  genius  in  original  researches.  I  think  a  thorough  investi- 
gation of  the  work  in  this  university  would  remove  any  scepticism  as  to  the 
ability  of  the  colored  race  to  receive  a  high  degree  of  education  and  to 
make  the  highest  attainments,  whether  in  the  walks  of  science  or  philosophy. 
And  as  to  deportment,  it  would  be  difficult  to  name  a  college  where  such 
good  order  is  maintained  with  so  little  discipline.  All  the  classes  are  ex- 
ercised in  pedagogy.  This  subject  was  at  first  introduced  at  your  request, 
but  it  is  now  one  of  the  favorite  studies.  We  are  of  course  not  able  to  se- 
cure such  complete  results  as  are  attained  at  the  Millersville  Normal  school. 
But  the  plan  is  now  engrafted  on  our  system,  and  as  we  become  more  com- 
pletely furnished  we  shall  be  able  to  accomplish  more. 

The  preparatory  department  is  under  the  superintendence  of  Professor 
John  B.  Kendall,  who  is  assisted  in  the  work  of  instruction  by  graduates 
of  the  college.  These  young  men  approve  themselves  as  competent  and  suc- 
cessful teachers.  The  results  of  study,  when  thus  measured,  yield  us  the 
highest  satisfaction.     Our  graduates,  and  others  who  have  taken  only  a 
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partial  course,  are  scattered  all  over  the  south,  and  are  accomplishing  much 
good. 

Our  present  number  is  one  hundred  and  seventy,  distributed  as  follows: 

Preparatory  department , 70 

Seniors 15 

Juniors IS 

Sophomores 22 

Freshmen 33 

Theological  department 4 

Medical  department 4 

Law  department 4 

Total HO 

The  trustees  are  now  building  a  large  edifice  for  university  purposes. 
When  completed  it  will  contain  spacious  and  convenient  recitation  rooms 
for  all  the  departments,  an  art  gallery,  a  museum,  a  philosophical  hall,  a 
library  and  rooms  for  the  literary  societies.  The  building  is  faced  with  ser- 
pentine from  quarries  near  Oxford,  Chester  county,  and  trimmed  with  granite 
from  Port  Deposit.  The  cost  of  the  east  wing,  which  is  now  under  contract, 
will  be  about  $20,000.  Our  buildings  are  now  fully  occupied.  Many  appli- 
cants for  admission  to  the  classes  have  been  deferred  for  want  of  room. 

We  commend  these  items  to  3'our  considerate  attention,  as  evidence  that 
the  interest  which  }rou  have  taken  in  the  university  has  not  been  unworthily 
or  fruitlessly  bestowed.  We  cordially  invite  you  to  visit  the  university  at 
your  convenience,  and  would  be  specially  glad  to  see  you,  with  all  friends  of 
education,  at  our  annual  commencement  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  June. 

J.  N.  RENDALL, 

President. 


THE  COURSE  OF  STUDY  ADOPTED  FOR  THE  NORMAL 

SCHOOLS. 

EEKMENTARY    COURSE. 

A  thorough  knowledge  of  the  branches  taught  in  common  schools,  as  re- 
quired by  law,  including  higher  arithmetic  and  higher  grammar;  also, 

I'hymcal  Geography,  as  much  as  found  in  Warren's,  and  Mathematical, 
■ii  as  found  in  Smith. 

Etymology. — Prefixes  and  suffixes,  as  found  in  ordinary  text-books; 
scientific  terms  of  the  studies  of  the  course;  Grim's  laws,  Max  Muller's 
principles,  and  Trench's  study  of  words. 
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Geometry. — Plane  and  solid  geometry,  including  the  measurement  of 
the  surface,  the  volume,  the  prism,  the  pyramid,  the  cylinder,  the  cone  and 
the  sphere. 

Algebra. — As  found  in  elementary  text-hooks. 

Book  Keeping. — Single  entry,  as  found  in  ordinary  text-books,  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  use  of  checks,  notes,  drafts,  &c. 

Physiology. — As  found  in  the  larger  common  school  text-books. 

Natural  Philosophy. — As  found  in  the  ordinary  text-books,  with  use 
of  apparatus. 

Botany  or  Geology. — As  found  in  ordinary  text-books. 

History  United  States  and  Constitution. — As  in  ordinary  text-books. 

Rhetoric. — As  in  ordinary  text-books. 

Penmanship. — To  be  able  to  teach  and  explain  some  approved  system. 

Drawing. — Two  books  of  Bartholomew's  drawing  books,  and  sketch 
upon  the  black-board,  objects  from  nature  and  art. 

Tohal  Music. — Principles  as  found  in  ordinary  text-books  and  attend- 
ance upon  daily  exercises  for  at  least  one-third  of  a  year. 

The  Theory  of  Teaching  embraces  three  things,  namely: 

1.  A  knowledge  of  the  mental  and  moral  powers,  and  the  methods  of 
training  them. 

2.  A  knowledge  of  the  methods  of  teaching  the  different  branches  of 
study. 

3.  A  knowledge  of  the  methods  of  organizing  and  managing  public 
schools. 

The  Practice  of  Teaching,  includes  forty-five  minutes  daily  practice 
in  the  model  school,  and  two  meetings  each  week  for  the  discussion  of  the 
practice  of  teaching. 

The  Theory  of  Teaching  must  be  commenced  the  second  half  of  the 
junior  year,  and  continued  during  the  entire  course. 

scientific  course. 

Plane  and  Spherical  Trigonometry  and  Surveying. 
Higher  Algebra. — As  found  in  ordinary  text-books. 
Analytical  Geometry  and  Calculus. 
Chemistry. — As  found  in  ordinary  text-books. 
Natural  Philosophy. — As  much  as  in  Olmsted,  revised  by  Snell. 
Zoology. — As  found  in  Agassiz  and  Gould. 
General  History. — As  found  in  Weber  or  "Wilson. 
English  Literature. — As  found  in  Shaw. 
Astronomy. — As  found  in  Loomis. 
Logic. — Por  one-third  of  a  school  year. 

Mental  and  Moral  Philosophy — As  found  in  ordinary  text-books 
24  School  Rep. 
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MISCELLANEOUS   PROVISIONS. 

Thesis — In  each  course  a  thesis  must  be  written  upon  some  educational 
subject. 

Substitutions. — Lady  pupils  may  be  permitted  to  substitute  for  spherical 
trigonometry,  analytical  geometry,  calculus  and  the  mathematical  parts  of 
natural  philosophy  and  astronomy,  an  equivalent  amount  of  Latin,  French 
or  German. 

School  Year. — Shall  consist  of  forty-two  weeks. 

At  Examination,  a  paper  stating  that  the  candidates  have  completed  the 
course  of  study  for  Normal  schools,  have  taught  the  required  time  in  the 
model  school,  and  have  been  examined  and  approved  by  the  faculty,  shall 
be  presented  to  the  board  of  examiners. 

Recommendation. — The  pupils  of  the  Normal  schools  be  recommended 
to  study  the  Latin,  French,  and  especially  the  German  language,  as  far  as 
practicable. 

At  a  meeting  of  Normal  school  principals  held  at  Millersville,  July  4, 
1371,  the  course  of  studies  above  given  was  modified  as  follows  : 

ELEMENTARY    COURSE. 

Rhetoric,  as  much  as  in  Quackenbos  or  Hart,  omitting  "  Parts  of 
Speech"  and  Punctuation. 

Drawing,  two  of  Bartholomew's  drawing  books  or  an  equivalent,  and 
sketching  upon  the  black-board  simple  objects  of  nature  and  art. 

Penmanship,  to  be  able  to  teach  and  explain  some  approved  system,  and 
the  writing  books  to  be  presented  to  the  board  of  examination. 

Etymology,  as  much  as  in  Webb. 

The  Theory  of  Teaching,  to  consist  of  the  following  studies : 

1.  Mental  Science,  as  much  as  in  Wayland. 

2.  School  Economy,  as  much  as  in  "Wickerskam. 

3.  Methods  of  Instruction,  as  much  as  in  Wickerskam,  omitting  "The 
Dead  Languages,"  "  Living  Foreign  Languages,"  "  The  Formal  Sciences" 
to  arithmetic,  "  Logic,"  "the  Rational  Sciences,"  "  The  Philosophy  of  His- 
tory," and  ,k  The  Arts  in  General." 

The  Practice  of  Teaching  to  consist  of  thirty  minutes  daily  practice 
in  the  model  school  for  one-half  a  school  year,  and  meetings  each  week  for 
the  discussion  of  the  practice  of  teaching. 

Geology  and  Astronomy  to  be  omitted  from  the  course. 

scientific  course. 

Mental  and  Moral  Philosophy,  as  much  as  in  Haven  or  Hickok. 
Geology,  as  much  as  in  ordinary  text-books. 
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Logic,  as  mucii  as  in  Atwater. 

Theory  op  Teaching,  as  much  as  in  the  elementary  course,  and  the"  whole 
of  "  Methods  of  Instruction." 

English  Literature,  as  much  as  in  Shaw,  and  the  study  of  English 
classics  for  one-third  of  a  school  year. 

Elements  of  Latin,  including  four  books  of  Caesar. 

classical  course. 
The  studies  in  this  course  to  be  the  same  as  heretofore. 

EXTRA    PROVISIONS. 

1.  Pupils,  to  graduate  in  a  Normal  school,  must  attend  at  least  twenty- 
one  weeks. 

2.  Pupils  applying  for  a  diploma  in  any  course,  must  be  examined  in  all 
the  studies  of  that  course. 

3.  When  a  pupil  is  sick  and  unable  to  attend  the  examination,  a  paper 
signed  by  the  faculty  and  presented  to  the  board  of  examiners,  stating  that 
the  standing  of  such  pupil  is  above  the  average  standing  of  the  class,  shall 
be  considered  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  pupil's  qualification  for  a  di- 
ploma. 

4.  Papers  for  second  diplomas  must  be  presented  to  the  board  of  exami- 
ners at  their  regular  session. 


THE  AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE  OP  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Hon.   J.    P.    WlCKERSHAM, 

State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

This  is  a  State  and  not  a  denominational  institution.  Its  aim  is  to  com- 
bine practical  with  theoretical  culture  in  the  higher  departments  of  educa- 
tion, and  especially  to  promote  improvement  in  agriculture,  the  mechanic 
arts  and  the  application  of  those  natural  and  abstract  sciences  which  have 
the  most  direct  bearing  upon  the  every  day  affairs  of  life.  Intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  agricultural  and  other  industrial  classes,  many  of  whose  youth 
are  backward  in  their  preparation,  no  qualifications  will,  till  further  notice, 
be  exacted  beyond  the  acquirements  of  an  ordinary  Phiglish  education  ; 
provided  the  applicant  be  fourteen  j'ears  of  age  and  of  good  moral  character. 

Courses. — There  are  in  this  college  three  full  courses  of  study,  viz  :  The 
Agricultural,  the  Scientific  and  the  Classical.  Students  completing  either 
of  these  will  receive  the  corresponding  diploma  and  degree. 
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Agriculture. — This  study,  as  pursued  in  this  institution,  is  designed  to 
give  to  the  student  a  comprehensive  and  thorough  knowledge  of  agricul- 
tural principles  and  methods.  A  farm  of  300  acres  is  used  to  demonstrate 
the  principles  taught  in  the  class  room.  Improved  implements  are  used, 
and  their  adaptation  to  the  purposes  of  their  construction  is  explained. 
Cattle  of  various  improved  breeds  are  kept,  and  their  characteristics  are 
rendered  familiar  to  the  student  from  actual  observation.  A  number  of 
skilled  workmen,  suflicient  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the  farm  without 
the  aid  of  the  students,  are  employed,  so  that  the  demand  for  the  labor  of 
the  pupil  will  in  no  case  interfere  with  his  class-room  exercises. 

Ohemistry. — Special  facilities  are  offered  for  the  study  of  this  science. 
Four  large  laboratories,  with  all  the  necessary  appliances,  are  provided.  In 
addition  to  instruction  from  text-book  and  by  lecture  in  the  class-room, 
students  are,  during  a  considerable  portion  of  their  course,  employed  from 
four  to  six  hours  per  week  in  the  laboratory,  to  apply  in  practice  what  they 
have  learned  in  theory.  To  meet  the  wants  of  technical  students,  a  series 
of  lectures  on  technical  chemistry  has  been  introduced  into  the  scientific 
course.  Those  who  pursue  this  course  will  make  extended  excursions  to 
manufactories  and  technical  works,  where  actual  processes  may  be  studied 
in  detail. 

Botany. — The  botanical  course  extends  over  one  year.  After  having  ac- 
quired suflicient  knowledge  of  structural  botany,  students  are  required  to 
make  practical  application  of  it  in  studying  the  plants  of  the  district.  At 
least  four  hours  a  week,  during  the  entire  year,  will  be  given  to  analysis  of 
plants.  To  such  students  as  have  completed  this  course  of  study,  lectures 
are  delivered  on  economic  botany. 

Geology  and  Mineralogy. — The  large  collection  made  by  Prof.  Rogers 
during  the  geological  survey  of  the  State  is  in  possession  of  the  college. 
In  addition  to  this  there  is  an  extensive  collection  of  typical  European 
rocks.  The  neighboring  valleys  afford  rare  opportunities  for  the  study  of 
botan}-,  physical  geograplvv,  paleontology  and  geology. 

Surveying  and  Engineering. — The  college  owns  a  transit  compass  and 
chains,  and  practical  instruction  is  given  in  all  the  details  of  their  use. 

Languages. — The  facilities  for  imparting  a  knowledge  of  the  ancient  and 
modern  languages  are  ample,  and  the  course  embracing  these  studies  is  as 
full  and  comprehensive  as  in  other  colleges. 

Military  Instruction. — The  act  of  Congress,  which  grants  land-scrip  to 
the  several  States  for  the  support  of  agricultural  colleges,  requires  that  all 
institutions  which  receive  the  benefit  of  that  endowment  shall  provide  for 
instruction  in  the  military  tactics  and  army  regulations  of  the  United  States. 
Accordingly  the  trustees  of  this  college  have  adopted  the  requisite  mea- 
sures to  make  it,  in  all  essential  points,  fully  respond  to  the  object  and  re- 
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quirements  of  the  act  of  Congress.  Students  who  have  conscientious  scru- 
ples against  bearing  arms,  or  whose  parents  or  guardians  request,  in  writing, 
that  the}'  may  be  exempted  for  conscience  sake,  will  not  be  required  to 
drill. 

Labor. — Labor  being  conducive  to  the  mental  and  physical  health  of  all, 
especially  in  youth,  and  the  culture  of  the  earth  in  some  form  being  not 
only  the  pursuit  of  the  larger  portion  of  the  community,  but  that  for  the 
promotion  of  which  this  institution  was  mainly  founded,  a  portion  of  the 
time  of  each  student  will  be  given  t  >  work,  so  arranged  as  to  be  without 
detriment  to  his  intellectual  culture.  In  the  lower  classes,  whose  studies 
are  general  and  rudimental,  all  the  students  will  be  required  to  labor  a  cer- 
tain number  of  hours  each  week.  But,  after  the  sophomore  year,  no  farm 
work  will  be  required,  and  the  hours  of  labor  will  be  chiefly  devoted  to  sci- 
entific practice  in  the  direction  of  their  intended  life  employments. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Agricultural  College  of  Pennsylvania  is  now 
efficiently  organized  as  a  school  of  high  order  in  the  educational  interests 
of  industrial  life.  At  the  same  time  the  trustees  have  kept  in  mind  the 
requirements  of  Congress,  that  purely  classical  and  literary  studies  shall 
not  be  excluded.  Therefore,  such  provisions  have  been  made,  that  while 
the  name  of  the  institution  intimates  that  special  attention  is  here  paid  to 
agricultural  interests,  yet  the  students  are  also  afforded  opportunities  for 
preparing  for  the  legal,  medical  and  clerical  professions.  Accordingly 
there  are  found  upon  the  roll  to-day  the  names  of  students  who  have  al- 
readj-  announced  their  purpose  to  prepare  for  these  callings. 

Admission  of  Ladies. — At  the  time  of  its  organization  it  was  the  pur- 
pose of  the  founders  of  the  college  to  extend  its  privileges  to  male  students 
only.  Within  the  present  year  several  young  ladies  applied  for  admission, 
and  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  question  the  trustees  voted  to  ad- 
mit both  sexes  upon  the  same  general  conditions.  It  was  felt  that  the  im- 
portant trust  committed  to  the  board  would  not  be  fully  administered 
while  one- half  of  the  youth  of  our  State  were  denied  its  advantages  ;  and 
the  experience  of  other  institutions,  several  of  them  agricultural,  justified 
the  expectation  of  good  results  from  the  co-education  of  the  sexes. 

Therefore,  ladies  are  now  admitted  to  the  same  courses  of  study  as  the 
gentlemen,  are  subject  to  the  same  general  rules,  and  on  the  completion  of 
their  studies  will  receive  similar  certificates  and  degrees.  Such  separation 
of  the  sexes  and  varieties  of  labor  for  instruction  and  exercisers  prudence 
dictates,  will  be  carefully  secured,  and  the  advantages  derived  from  a  resv- 
dence  at  the  college  will  be  as  great  in  one  case  as  in  the  other. 

Location. — The  college  is  located  about  eleven  miles  south-west  of  Belle- 
fonte,  Centre  county,  near  the  middle,  from  north  to  south,  of  the  broad 
rolling  valley  formed  by  the  junction  of  Penn  and  Nittany  valleys.     The 
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landscape  is  nroau,  varied  ana  ueautiiui,  me  climate  heaiihiui,  ana  me  sur- 
rounding population  intelligent,  industrious  and  moral.  The  sale  of  in- 
toxicating drinks,  within  three  miles  of  the  buildings,  is  prohibited  by  law, 
A  turnpike  affords  a  good  road  to  Bellefonte,  to  which  place  there  is  a  daily 
stage  and  mail.  A  railroad,  connecting  Lewisburg,  on  the  Philadelphia 
and  Erie  railroad,  with  Tyrone,  on  the  Pennsylvania  Central,  and  passing 
near  the  college,  has  been  located  and  parti}'  finished.  It  is  probable  it  will 
be  completed  within  a  year. 

Sessions. — The  college  year  is  divided  into  two  sessions:  The  spring 
session  of  twent3*-four  weeks,  beginning  on  Friday  preceding  the  second 
Monday  of  February,  and  ending  on  the  last  Friday  of  Jul}' ;  and  the  fall 
session  of  sixteen  weeks,  beginning  on  Friday  preceding  the  last  Monday 
of  August,  and  ending  on  the  third  Friday  in  December. 

Expenses. — The  charge  to  boarders  is  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  spring 
and  seventy  dollars  for  the  fall  session,  which  is  in  full  for  tuition,  board- 
ing, washing  and  fuel,  with  five  dollars  a  year  for  room  rent,  a  deposit  of 
five  dollars  to  meet  damages,  if  any,  and  three  dollars  a  year  for  the  use  of 
such  articles  of  furniture  as  are  provided  by  the  college.  Instruction  upon 
the  piano  or  organ  will  be  given  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  for  twenty-four 
lessons,  and  three  dollars  per  quarter  for  the  use  of  instrument  in  prae- 
ticing. 

Trustees. — His  Excellency  John  W.  Gear}',  Hon.  F.  Jordan,  James  Cal- 
der,  D.  P.,  John  S.  Morris,  Hon.  Frederick  Watts,  Gen.  Harry  White, 
Joseph  C.  Turner,  Daniel  Kane,  H.  N".  M'Allister,  A.  Boyd  Hamilton,  Hon. 
A.  0.  Iliester,  James  Kelly,  Wm.  B.  Roberts. 

Faculhj. — President,  Rev.  James  Calder,  D.  D.,  professor  of  mental  and 
moral  science ;  Vice  President,  James  Y.  M'Kee,  A.  M.,  professor  of  Eng- 
lish literature,  and  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages  ;  A.  A.  Breneman,  S. 
M.,  professor  of  general  and  agricultural  chemistry  and  physics  ;  Edward 
T.  Burgan,  M.  E.,  principal  of  preparatory  department,  and  professor  of 
English  branches  ;  William  A.  Buckhout,  S.  B.,  professor  of  botany  ;  John 
Hamilton,  M.  A.  S.,  professor  of  agriculture,  and  military  instructor;  Rev. 
Francis  A.  Robinson,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.,  professor  of  mathematics  and  civil 
engineering  ;  Albert  II.  Tuttle,  S.  B.,  professor  of  geology  and  physiology  ; 
Mary  E;  Butterfield,  S.  B.,  preceptress,  and  instructor  in  German  ;  Sarah 
E.  Robinson,  instructor  in  piano  music. 

Number  of  Students^  1871. — Seniors,  2;  juniors,  0;  sopomores,  15; 
freshmen,  25  ;  preparatory,  25. 

Persons  desiring  catalogues  or  additional  information  should  address  the 
president,  Agricultural  College  P.  0.,  Centre  county,  Pa. 

JAMES  CALDER,  President. 


COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 
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County,  City  and  Borough  Superintendents  now  in  commission. 


COUNTY,  CITY  AND 
BO  HOUGH. 


Adams 

Allegheny 

Allentown  city 

Altoona 

Armstrong 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks  

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester 

Chester  city 

Clarion 

Clearfield 

Clinton 

Columbia 

Crawford 

Cumberland 

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Easton  borough  ... 

Elk 

Erie 

Eriecity 

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene 

Harrisburg 

Huntingdon 

Hyde  Park 

Indiana 

Jefferson 

Juniata. 

Lancaster. 

Lawrence 

Lebanon 

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

M'Kean 

Meadville  city 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Montour 

Northampton 

Northumberland . 

Perry 

Pike". 

Pittsburg  city 

Potter 

Pottsville  boro' 

Reading , 

Schuylkill 

Scranton  city 

Snyder 


POST   OFFICE. 


P.  D.  W.  Hankey.... 

A.  T.  Douthett 

R.  K.  Buehrle 

John  Miller 

Hugh  M'Candless..  .. 

George  M.  Fields 

Henry  W.  Fisher 

David  B.  Brunner... 

John  B.  Holland 

Austin  A.  Keeney  ... 
Hugh  B.  Eastburn... 

Samuel  Glenn 

Thomas  J.  Chapman, 
Joseph  B.  Johnson... 

R.  F.  Hofi'ord 

R.  M.  Magee 

George  L.  Maris 

A.  A.  Meader 

J.  E.  Wood 

George  W.  Snyder... 

A.  N.  Raub 

Charles  G.  Barkley... 

H.  D.  Persons 

VYm.  A.  Lindsey 

D.  H.  E.  La  Ross 

James  W.  Baker 

W.  W.  Cottingham... 

Rufus  Lucore 

C.  C.  Taylor 

H.  S.  Jones 

Charles  W.  Wanee... 

S.  F.  Rohrer 

Samuel  Gelwicks 

Hiram  Winters 

Thomas  J.  Teal 

Daniel  S.  Burns 

David  F.  Tussey 

Jeremiah  E.  Hawker 

Samuel  Wolf 

James  A.  Lowry 

George  W.  Lloyd 

David  Evans..  

William  N.  Aiken... 
Win.  G.  Lehman 

E.  J.  Young 

Horace  Armstrong... 

John  T.  Reed 

Wm.  J.  Millikeii 

W.J.  C.  Hall 

N.  W.  Porter 

John  M.  Bell 

Jeremiah  Fruttehey, 

Abel  Rambo 

"William  Henrv 

Wm.N,  Walker 

Saul  Shipman 

Lewis  B.  Kerr 

John  Layton 

Geo.  J.  Luckey 

J.  W.  Allen 

Benj.  F.  Patterson.... 

Thomas  Severn 

Jesse  Newlin 

Joseph  Roney 

William  Moyer 


Gettysburg 

Pittsburgh 

Allentown 

Altoona 

Freeport , 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Reading 

Newry 

Towanda  

New  Hope 

Coultersville 

Ebensburg 

Emporium 

Lehighton 

Rebersburg 

West  Chester 

Chester 

Knox 

Clearfield 

Lock  Haven 

Bloomsburg 

Cambridge  borough 

Carlisle 

Hummelstown 

Media 

Easton 

Early 

Lundy's  Lane 

Erie 

Brownsville 

Mariensville 

Upper  Strasburg 

M 'Connellsburg 

Rice's  Landing 

Harrisburg 

Alexandria 

Hyde  Park 

Indiana 

Punxsutawny 

Thompsontown 

Lancaster 

New  Castle 

Lebanon 

Allentown 

Wilkesbarre 

Montoursville 

Smethport 

Meadville 

Mercer. 

Milroy 

stroudsburg 

Trappe  

Pottsgrove,  North'd  co.. 

Bethlehem 

Sunbury 

Landisburg 

Dingman's  Ferry 

Pittsburg 

Coudersport 

Pottsville 

Reading..  

Port  Carbon 

Scranton 

Freeburg 


No.  of    SAL.RT 
Schools.  SALARY- 


159 

$800  00 

533 

2,  000  00 

47 

1.200  00 

°3 

750  00 

246* 

1,000  00 

183 

1,200  00 

210 

1,000  00 

40S 

1,250  00 

134 

) ,  000  00 

375 

1,000  00 

251 

1,000  00 

219 

1,  000  00 

189 

1,000  00 

2S 

1,000  00 

120 

1,100  00 

203 

1,200  00 

343 

1,700  00 

26 

1,500  00 

1774 

1,  500  00 

158 

1,200  00 

]2<5 

1,200  00 

179 

1,000  00 

366 

1,500  00 

217 

1,000  00 

196 

1,000  00 

90 

1,000  00 

35 

1,  700  00 

49 

600  00 

SOU 

1,000  00 

52 

1,800  00 

227} 

800  00 

35 

800  00 

246 

1,200  00 

69 1 

1,000  00 

174i 

1,000  00 

50 

1,300  00 

206 

800  00 

Ho 

1,500  00 

239 

1,  000  00 

140 

1,000  00 

102 

800  00 

526 

1,700  00 

150 

1,000  00 

182 

1,200  00 

224 

1,300  00 

450 

2,000  00 

217 

1,500  00 

80i 

1,261  00 

22 

2, 000  00 

271 

1, 000  00 

99 

800  00 

128 

600  00 

2s  I 

1,  200  00 

72 

800  00 

213 

1,000  00 

202 

1,000  00 

169 

500  00 

52 

600  00 

187 

2,  500  00 

144 

1,000-00 

3S 

1,  500  00 

112 

1,200  00 

3S3 

2, 000  00 

47 

1,800  00 

104 

500  00 

376 


COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Superintendents — Continued. 


COUNTY,  CITY  AND 
BOROUGH. 


Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna 

Tioga 

Titusville  

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 

Westmoreland 

Wilkesbarre  bor... 
Williamsport  city 

Wyoming 

York 

York  bor 


James  L.  Pugh 

John  W.  Martin 

William  C.  Tilden... 

Elias  Horton,  Jr 

Henry  C.  Bosley 

C.  V.  Gundy 

Charles  H.'Dale 

Byron  Sutherland.... 
William  G.  Fee 

D.  G.Allen 

Henry  M.  Jones 

Charles  J.  Collins 

A.  R.  Home 

P.  H.  Piatt 

Stephen  G.  Boyd 

Wm.  II.  Shelley 


POST   OFFICE. 


Somerset  

Dushore 

Forest  Lake 

Knoxville 

Titusville 

Lewisburg , 

Franklin , 

Columbus 

Canonsburg 

Prompton 

Salem  Cross  Roads 

Wilkesbarre , 

Williamsport , 

Tunkhannock 

York 

York 


No.  of 
Schools. 


20Si 

61 

27!i 

267  J 

13 

84 

219 

1711 

2S4 

210 

320 

28 

47 

93 

3i5 

26 


SALARY. 


$800  00 

800  00 
1,000  00 
1,250  00 
2,  500  00 

800  00 
1,500  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 

800  00 
1,800  00 
1,  400  00 

500  00 
1,500  00 
1,  800  00 


